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Mr. Speaker,
Yesterday | had the pleasure of meeting with the US Consul General. Mr. Robert

Settje to sign the NASA GLOBE Agreement. The agreement represents a joint
effort between the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) and

the US Government, and the Ministry of Education and Economic Development.

Mr. Speaker,
The purpose of the agreement is to introduce a programme to the Bermuda public

school system that will,
¢ Increase awareness of our students about the global environment;
e Contribute to increased scientific understanding of the Earth; and

e Support improved student achievement in science and mathematics.



Mr. Speaker,

The GLOBE Programme began on Earth Day, 1985. GLOBE stands for Global
Learning and Observations to Benefit the Environment. and according to the
programme. is a “world-wide hands-on primary and secondary school-based
science education programme. GLOBE's vision promotes and supports students.
teachers and scientists to collaborate on inquiry-based investigations of the
environment and the Earth system.” This occurs with NASA and other US federal

agencies that support science research and innovation.

Prior to Bermuda's signing of the agreement. the rate of participation was at 112
countries. and there are over 66,000 GLOBE-trained teachers representing more
than 24,000 schools around the world. To date over 10 million students have taken

over 100 million measurements which are now part of the GLOBE data base.

Mr. Speaker,

The GLOBE programme has benefits for both teachers and students. Teachers will
participate in world-class professional development provided by NASA. And will
receive continuing support by the GLOBE Help Desk. They will also be in contact
with scientists, teachers and students from the GLOBE Partner Network, which
includes other participating countries. schools and universities. Other signatories to
the GLOBE Agreement include, Australia, the Bahamas, Cameroon, Canada.

China. India. Germany. and of course the United States.

Under the guidance of NASA and our teachers. an inquiry-based approach to
practical and real science will be used. Our students will ask questions and make

observations about the environment. design investigations and take



environmental measurements in their own local environment. They will use
GLOBE measurement protocols, take measurements, report their observations, use
tools on the GLOBE website, analyse data and present and publish the results of
their analyses. They will also get to work with other GLOBE scientists and

students from around the world.

Mr. Speaker,

Following the signing of the GLOBE Agreement, the programme will be rolled out
in the coming school year in selected primary and middle schools, with a view to
expanding the programme to more and more schools over time. In all cases, at
schools and the Department, existing staff will be used to implement and support

the GLOBE programme.

The GLOBE programme complements the inquiry-based approach of our
Cambridge science curriculum. It will help provide a significant resource to
teachers, and give students the opportunity to be part of the larger science
community, and to participate, explore, and better understand the world of science

in their own local environment.

Before closing, and on behalf of the Government of Bermuda, | would like to
extend a special thanks to the US Government, the US Consul General, Mr. Settje
and Ms. Astrid Black of the US Consulate for this great opportunity for local

public school students and teachers.

Thank you Mr. Speaker.



