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BERMUDA HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 
OFFICIAL HANSARD REPORT 

15 MAY 2026 
10:05 AM 

Sitting Number 35 of the 2025/2026 Session 
 
 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
The Speaker: Good morning, Members. 
 The Clerk will now lead us in prayer. 
 

PRAYERS 
 
[Prayers read by Mr. Clark Somner, Clerk] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Clerk. 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
The Speaker: Just put the bar across. 
 Thank you. 
 Good morning, Members. The prayer has been 
given. The House is now in session. 
 
[Gavel]  
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 
An Hon. Member: Welcome back. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Good morning, Members. Welcome back after 
a break from the Chambers. I am sure everyone is ea-
ger to get on with business today. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
 

HOUSE VISITOR 
 
The Speaker: Before we start, I would just like to 
acknowledge in the Gallery the visiting sorority, the Del-
tas are visiting with us today. I believe this is the second 
year in a row . . . they were . . . it was last year, was it? 
Yes. 
 
[Desk thumping]  
 
The Speaker: So, we welcome you today and look for-
ward to you at least finding this morning’s session in-
teresting and we can chat after the morning session is 
done. [We] look forward to that. 
 We will start this morning with the confirmation 
of minutes. 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
[Minutes of 27 March 2026] 

The Speaker: Members, the Minutes from the sitting of 
the 27th of March have been circulated. Are there any 
amendments required?  

There are none. 
The Minutes will be confirmed as printed. 

 
[Minutes of 27 March 2026 confirmed] 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
OR MEMBER PRESIDING 

 
APOLOGIES 

 
The Speaker: I have received two acknowledgements 
this morning [one] from the Minister of Health, Minister 
Wilson, and [one] from MP Curtis Dickinson that they 
will be absent today. 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

PAPERS AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS TO THE HOUSE 

 
The Speaker: There are three such papers this morn-
ing. The first is in the name of the Premier and Minister 
of Finance. 

Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you and good morning to 
you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION (TAX 
INFORMATION EXCHANGE AGREEMENTS) 

COMMON REPORTING STANDARD 
AMENDMENT REGULATIONS 2026 

 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I have the honour to 
attach and submit for the information of the Honourable 
House of Assembly, the International Cooperation (Tax 
Information Exchange Agreements) Common Report-
ing Standard Amendment Regulations 2026, as made 
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by the Minister of Finance, in exercise of the powers 
conferred by section 12 of the International Coopera-
tion (Tax Information Exchange Agreements) Act 2005. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 

The second paper this morning is in the name 
of the Minister of Tourism, Transport, Culture and 
Sport. 

Minister. 
 

MOTOR TAXI (TAXI DESPATCHING SERVICE) 
AMENDMENT REGULATIONS 2026 

 
Hon. Owen Darrell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, I have the honour to attach and 
submit for the information of this Honourable House of 
Assembly, the Motor Taxi (Taxi Despatching Service) 
Amendment Regulations 2026, as made by the Minis-
ter responsible for transport in exercise of the power 
conferred by section 37A of the Motor Car Act 1951. 
 
The Speaker: And there's a second statement . . . pa-
per by, from yourself— 
 

MOTOR CAR (RIDESHARING) 
REGULATIONS 2026 

 
Hon. Owen Darrell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I have the honour to attach and submit for the 
information of this Honourable House, the Motor Car 
(Ridesharing) Regulations 2026, as made by the Min-
ister responsible for transport in exercise of the power 
conferred by sections 37 and 102 of the Motor Car Act 
1951. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 

And that brings us to a close of the papers and 
communications today.  
 

PETITIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS AND 
JUNIOR MINISTERS 

 
The Speaker: We will now move on to the Statements 
by Ministers and Junior Ministers, and they are pretty 
lengthy this morning. We have 10 Statements this 
morning. 
 The first is in the name of the Premier. 

Premier, would you like to present your State-
ment? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 

CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM, CONSULTATION ON 
THE PROPOSED PROCESS FOR  

 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to in-
form this Honourable House that the Government of 
Bermuda has formally commenced consultation on the 
proposed process for constitutional reform. Nearly 60 
years have passed since the introduction of the Ber-
muda Constitution Order 1968, and it has been more 
than two decades since substantive reforms were last 
achieved.  

Mr. Speaker, the first Progressive Labour Party 
Government cemented the electoral process under 
which we now operate, enshrining one man or woman 
one vote, each vote of equal value into our Constitution. 
That is this Government’s legacy of fairness and de-
mocracy, achieved under the leadership of the former 
Honourable Member Dame Jennifer Smith and the late 
former Honourable Member and Attorney General, 
Dame Lois Browne-Evans. 

Mr. Speaker, since that time, Bermuda and the 
world have changed socially, legally, and technologi-
cally. The time has therefore come to consider consti-
tutional modernisation in a serious, structured, and in-
clusive way. Honourable Members will recall that the 
Speech from the Throne in March 2025, signalled the 
commencement of this process and in so doing, con-
firmed that: “Electoral and Constitutional reforms 
should mirror the times in which we live, and the 
strength of systems is in their ability to adjust to meet 
the demands of the times.” 

Mr. Speaker, I will be clear from the outset. 
This process of modernisation will be the result of care-
ful, considered change to a constitutional framework 
that has served Bermuda for almost six decades. 
Changes will not be made without scrutiny by this Hon-
ourable House, meaningful participation by the people 
of Bermuda, and ultimately the agreement of the Gov-
ernment of the United Kingdom. 

Mr. Speaker, in advance of my remarks today, 
I have written to the Leader of the Opposition, the Chief 
Justice, the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the 
House of Assembly, and other relevant heads to notify 
them of the commencement of this consultation and to 
provide the draft recommendations for their considera-
tion. Each has been invited to provide feedback, the in-
tent of which is to improve and finalise Bermuda’s map 
to an improved constitutional framework. 

The draft recommendations now before stake-
holders are the product of significant research, analy-
sis, and engagement. That work included an examina-
tion of Bermuda’s constitutional history and compara-
tive constitutional practice across other British Over-
seas Territories and the Commonwealth nations of the 
Caribbean. It also reflects input from Government 
House, the Opposition, the Attorney General and Min-
ister of Justice, the Speaker of the House, the President 
of the Senate, the Chief Justice, the Director of Public 
Prosecutions, the Clerk to the Legislature, and other 
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senior constitutional appointees, technical officers, and 
contributors. These efforts have culminated in the Draft 
Recommendations for a Bermuda-Led Constitutional 
Reform Process, which set out a proposed five-phase 
pathway for constitutional reform. 

As Bermuda is a British Overseas Territory, the 
United Kingdom’s consent is required for constitutional 
reform. The United Kingdom has indicated that Ber-
muda may design and carry out its own process, pro-
vided that the process is cross-party, inclusive, trans-
parent, proportionate, and consultative. The proposed 
process has been designed to meet those require-
ments, reflecting this Government’s commitment to full 
public participation and transparency in consultation 
and process. 

Mr. Speaker, this Government is firmly commit-
ted to ensuring that constitutional reform is conducted 
in a measured and inclusive manner ensuring that its 
legitimacy is not an afterthought, but the foundation 
upon which the entire process has been designed. As 
a result, the five proposed phases are: 

• Phase 1 - Process Design and Agreement:
Gathering informed feedback on the proposed process, 
improving the draft, securing broad, multipartisan 
agreement, and formally initiating the process following 
the approval of the United Kingdom. 

• Phase 2 - Implementation Preparation: Estab-
lishing the legal framework and organisational struc-
tures to deliver the process, including a Constitutional 
Reform Commission and an Executive Steering Com-
mittee. 

• Phase 3 - Awareness, Education and En-
gagement: Providing civic education, plain language in-
formation, and opportunities for community submis-
sions on constitutional priorities. 

• Phase 4 - Constitutional Conference and
Drafting: Convening a locally designed and led consti-
tutional conference to deliberate on priorities and de-
velop draft recommendations for constitutional amend-
ments. 

• Phase 5 - Finalisation, Approval and Ratifica-
tion: Securing local approval, submitting recommenda-
tions to the United Kingdom, undertaking bilateral dis-
cussions, and ratifying agreed amendments by an Or-
der in Council. 

Mr. Speaker, we are now at the beginning of 
Phase 1. By virtue of their constitutional roles and re-
sponsibilities, the current consultation is directed at the 
leaders and stewards of the three branches of Govern-
ment to gather their views on the process. The Ber-
muda Bar Council has also been invited to participate 
as a critical stakeholder with relevant legal expertise. 

Mr. Speaker, I think it is important to underline 
the central role proposed for the Legislature in the con-
stitutional reform process. Members of the Legislature 
are invited to scrutinise the draft process, and in time 
consider enabling legislation, debate future reform pro-
posals, and evidence their support before recommen-
dations are advanced to the United Kingdom. The 

participation of both Houses on behalf of those people 
we represent is critical for progressing reform. 

Mr. Speaker, public participation is also essen-
tial. Following agreement on the process the people of 
Bermuda will be invited to help shape the reform 
agenda enabled through public education, plain-lan-
guage information, submissions, community dialogue, 
deliberation, and fulsome consultation on developed 
proposals. The purpose is to ensure that participation 
is meaningful, accessible, informed, and includes a 
cross-section of Bermudian society. 

Mr. Speaker, the mention of constitutional re-
form can understandably give rise to concern that in-
tended change of this nature is a pretext for something 
larger, something more fundamental, that has not been 
put to the people. Let me be clear: What we are em-
barking upon is a process of modernisation, the kind of 
careful, considered maintenance that any living consti-
tutional document requires after six decades. 

I would note that this is not a process Bermuda 
is undertaking alone. The United Kingdom has itself 
committed, most recently at the 2025 Joint Ministerial 
Council, to engage closely and proactively with each 
Overseas Territory whose democratic will is to revise 
its Constitution. That commitment reflects a shared un-
derstanding that modernisation of this kind is both rea-
sonable and overdue. 

The process as proposed will be transparent, 
and any proposed changes will be considered and ad-
vanced following consultation with the people of Ber-
muda and the approval of the Legislature. As is the 
case with each British Overseas Territory, final ap-
proval rests with the Government of the United King-
dom. 

I wish to thank those who contributed to the de-
velopment of the draft recommendations, including the 
Attorney General’s Chambers, the Cabinet Office, the 
London Office, the Legislature, and the many individu-
als, including retirees, who gave their time and exper-
tise to inform this work. 

Mr. Speaker, I will ensure that this Honourable 
House and the public are kept informed of the progress 
and outcome of the consultation, and I look forward to 
the feedback it will generate in support of our shared 
goal of a better Constitution for Bermuda. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Premier. 
Members, the second Statement this morning 

is also in the name of the Premier. 
Premier, would you like to proceed with your 

second Statement? 

Hon. E. David Burt: With pleasure, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Go right ahead. 

BERMUDA’S FISCAL PROGRESS, INDEPENDENT 
RATING AGENCIES CONFIRM  
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Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I rise again today to 
update this Honourable House on the latest independ-
ent assessments from international credit rating agen-
cies. These rating agencies confirm Bermuda's improv-
ing fiscal position and strengthening economy, boost-
ing investor confidence, which is an important factor in 
continued business growth and investment. 

Mr. Speaker, in the space of two weeks three 
leading credit rating agencies have completed their lat-
est reviews of Bermuda's creditworthiness. On April 29, 
2026, Kroll Bond Rating Agency (KBRA) affirmed Ber-
muda's long-term issuer ratings at A+, our short-term 
ratings at K1+, and improved our long-term outlook 
from Stable to Positive. 

Mr. Speaker, KBRA said the action of revising 
Bermuda’s outlook from Stable to Positive reflects the 
"constructive structural shift" of Bermuda's public fi-
nances driven by the corporate income tax. KBRA 
noted that higher revenues will facilitate debt reduction 
and create room for further payroll and other tax relief 
that benefits the wider economy. 

The agency also pointed to Bermuda's "world-
class" international business services sector, our role 
as a hub for emerging financial industries, and our 
strong institutions and regulatory environment as fac-
tors that position the Island for "continued prosperity." 

On May 4, 2026, S&P Global ratings affirmed 
our A+ long-term, and A1 short-term ratings and im-
proved Bermuda’s outlook from Stable to Positive. Mr. 
Speaker, in their report, S&P Global said it expects Ber-
muda's finances "to continue to strengthen,” noting 
Bermuda's "effective and predictable" policymaking, 
and the stability of our key industries. They also ad-
vised that the new corporate income tax would allow 
the Government "to fully repay an upcoming debt ma-
turity in January 2027," helping to return Bermuda to a 
net general government creditor position. 

Mr. Speaker, in practical terms, this places 
Bermuda in a stronger financial position to meet its ob-
ligations while creating greater capacity to invest in the 
priorities that support Bermudians and their future. 

Mr. Speaker, on May 5, 2026, Moody's ratings 
upgraded, Bermuda's long-term issuer rating from A2 
to A1, with a Stable outlook. 

Mr. Speaker, Moody's decision is particularly 
significant. Moody’s is one of the most respected 
names in sovereign credit analysis and is a direct up-
grade of Bermuda's sovereign credit rating, which was 
downgraded in 2016 from A1 to A2.  
 
An Hon. Member: I remember that. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: This places our Island more firmly 
in the upper tier of investment-grade jurisdictions. 

Moody's stated that the upgrade reflects the 
"improvement in fiscal strength" that is expected to con-
tinue in the coming years. The agency also noted the 
introduction of corporate income tax represents a 
"structural increase in government revenue," which it 

expects will lead to (and I quote) "a sustained track rec-
ord of fiscal surpluses, continued improvement in debt 
affordability and a faster and durable reduction" in Ber-
muda's debt burden. 

However, Mr. Speaker, there is one additional 
point that I believe is essential to note from page 1 of 
Moody’s report. The rating agency stated, "Even before 
the benefits of corporate income tax accrue, fiscal 
strength had improved steadily in recent years, sup-
ported by continued fiscal consolidation."  

Mr. Speaker, an independent assessment by a 
leading rating agency has concluded that Bermuda's 
progress did not begin with corporate income tax, but 
before. This reflects several years of sound fiscal man-
agement and execution of Bermuda’s Economic Re-
covery Plan after the COVID-19 pandemic, which re-
turned the Government’s budget [to] surplus for the first 
time in over two decades, whilst still providing tax relief 
for workers, pension increases for our seniors and rec-
ord investment in affordable housing. 

Mr. Speaker, taken together, the message 
from these three independent agencies is clear and 
consistent. Bermuda's public finances have entered a 
new era. The decisions taken by this Government are 
producing tangible outcomes recognised by the world's 
leading rating agencies. 

Mr. Speaker, the specific figures cited in these 
reports speak for themselves. Bermuda's debt burden 
is expected to decline to 27 per cent of GDP, down from 
a peak of 49 per cent in 2020, during the pandemic. Our 
interest-to-revenue ratio is expected to fall below 6 per 
cent in 2026/27, compared with 13 per cent in 2020 at 
the height of the pandemic. 
 
[Inaudible interjection and laughter] 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Moody's expects sustained fiscal 
surpluses of around 5 per cent of GDP over the next 
two to three years. And, as this Honourable House is 
already aware, this Government will repay $605 million 
of debt, in full, in January 2027. This is the single larg-
est repayment of national debt in Bermuda's history. 
And I agree with the Opposition Whip who is chuntering 
from a sedentary position that this is good news. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. E. David Burt: He wanted . . . [I’ll] say it again, 
Mr. Speaker. So, I will repeat it for the benefit of the 
Opposition Whip. This Government will repay $605 mil-
lion of debt, in full, in January 2027. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, KBRA, S&P Global 
and Moody’s have also recognised the steps this Gov-
ernment is taking to safeguard these gains for the long 
term. Moody's noted the Government's plans to rein-
force the fiscal policy framework, including formal fiscal 
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rules, the establishment of a stabilisation fund and sov-
ereign wealth fund, and the continued use of the sink-
ing fund. The agency said these measures, once in 
place, would "support the durability of fiscal surpluses 
and a more resilient decline in the debt burden."  

Mr. Speaker, for Bermudians, these ratings 
have real and practical meaning. A stronger credit pro-
file improves Bermuda's standing in global financial 
markets and supports investor confidence in our econ-
omy. Lower debt and lower interest costs for the Gov-
ernment can also filter across the economy, as the sov-
ereign rating helps shape how financial institutions in 
Bermuda are viewed in global markets. 

Mr. Speaker, the three independent rating 
agencies also identified longer-term challenges, includ-
ing the structural constraints of Bermuda's small size, 
our economic concentration, and demographic pres-
sures. The Government is addressing those issues 
through our Economic Development Strategy, our work 
on health care reform, and our plans to build fiscal buff-
ers. 

Why does that matter, Mr. Speaker? Because 
when you build those fiscal buffers, you give your coun-
try the ability to act when people need support. Just last 
month, when volatility in global oil markets threatened 
to push fuel prices sharply higher, this Government 
stepped in to hold prices steady shielding Bermudian 
households and businesses from higher costs at the 
pump. That is the difference fiscal discipline makes. 
Without it, Governments have no room to act when 
people need help most. 

Mr. Speaker, before I close, I want to 
acknowledge the public officers in the Ministry of Fi-
nance and across government whose work has made 
this progress possible. I also want to thank the people 
of Bermuda. Through a challenging global period, Ber-
mudians have stayed the course, and these improved 
ratings are a reflection of that collective effort. 

Mr. Speaker, this Government remains fo-
cused on responsible financial management; reducing 
Bermuda’s debt while investing in our people, upgrad-
ing our infrastructure, strengthening public education, 
expanding health care access, easing the burden on 
working Bermudians, and building a fairer, more stable 
and affordable Bermuda that the people of this country 
voted for in 2025. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

[Desk thumping]  
 

The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
Members, the next Statement this morning is in 

the name of the Minister for the Cabinet Office. 
Minister, would you like to present your State-

ment this morning? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Yes, Mr. Speaker, and I'll go 
in the order that they are listed in the Order Paper. 
 

The Speaker: Yes, please follow the Order Paper, yes. 
 

CITY OF HAMILTON GROUND FLOOR USE AND 
VACANCY SURVEY 2025 

 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
highlight the recent publication of the City of Hamilton 
Ground Floor Use and Vacancy Survey 2025 by the 
Department of Planning. 

Mr. Speaker, you will recall that the City of 
Hamilton Plan 2025 was adopted on June 9, 2025. In 
preparing that Plan, the department undertook an ex-
tensive exercise of research and data collection to en-
sure that the end product was an evidence-based doc-
ument, with a policy framework equipped to respond to 
the real-time circumstances, needs and opportunities 
of the City. 

Mr. Speaker, as part of that data collection ex-
ercise, the department surveyed ground floor units 
across the City for the purposes of determining occu-
pancy rates and gaining a clear understanding of the 
dispersal of uses across the City and how these factors 
impact the City’s overall viability. 

Mr. Speaker, ground floor occupancy surveys, 
or “health checks” as they are called in other jurisdic-
tions, offer a tangible way of monitoring the vitality of a 
defined area, and consequently, its economic “health.” 
The ground floor units of any city are what shapes the 
pedestrian experience, serving as the interface be-
tween buildings and the public realm. Furthermore, 
ground floor activity can often be the principal determi-
nant in defining the overall perception that people have 
of an area. 

Mr. Speaker, for these reasons, the Depart-
ment of Planning believes that it is important to collect 
this data on a regular basis. Regular data collection and 
analysis also allow the department to effectively moni-
tor the impacts of planning policy over time and re-
spond to the findings, where necessary. 

Mr. Speaker, the 2025 survey is an update of a 
similar exercise conducted in 2022, albeit with a refined 
methodology, designed to provide data with a higher 
degree of accuracy and reliability. While acknowledg-
ing that the methodology has evolved, I am pleased to 
report that the department’s findings show that there 
has been a decline in the City’s vacancy rates from ap-
proximately 15 per cent in 2022 to 10 per cent in 2025. 
For confirmation, the field surveys of the 2025 data took 
place in June and July of last year. 

Mr. Speaker, the survey shows that there is a 
total of 944 ground-level units within the City, with 847 
of those units being occupied at the time of the survey. 
I believe this speaks to a highly resilient city in the face 
of the ongoing challenging economic circumstances for 
high streets around the world. However, we cannot and 
will not rest on our laurels, as we are acutely aware of 
several prominent vacancies within our retail core. 

Mr. Speaker, this Government is intent on con-
tinuing to support the economic growth of the City, as 
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evidenced by the designation of the City’s two Eco-
nomic Empowerment Zones and expanding the Ap-
proved Residential Schemes [ARS] initiative to cover 
the entire City. In addition, I am optimistic about the on-
going implementation of the City of Hamilton Plan 2025 
and how its discretionary approach to decision-making 
can assist in unlocking the City’s potential. 

Mr. Speaker, in terms of the ground floor uses, 
it is perhaps unsurprising to note that retailing is the 
most dominant with 220 units, followed by residential 
uses, which account for 188 ground floor units. As ex-
pected, retailing activity is highly concentrated in the 
southwestern quadrant of the City, in alignment with the 
Retail Core of the City of Hamilton Plan 2025. Residen-
tial uses predominate on the ground floor of properties 
located in the northeastern part of the City, which is 
again unsurprising given the long-established charac-
ter of this area as a residential neighbourhood. 

Mr. Speaker, I also wish to emphasise the 
strong support offered within the City of Hamilton Plan 
2025 for residential development in recognising that in-
creasing and [densifying] residential uses within the 
City has multilayered benefits. For example, it offers a 
[sustainable] solution to the pressures being experi-
enced within Bermuda’s housing market by encourag-
ing residents to live close to employment generators 
and reducing the need to travel to access services and 
facilities while also reducing the pressure for greenfield 
development in other parts of the Island. Increased res-
idential development in the City also creates a greater 
catchment from which existing and prospective City-
based businesses can benefit, thereby directly enhanc-
ing the City’s economic conditions. 

Mr. Speaker, the data has shown that there is 
a high diversity of ground floor uses within the City, 
which is a clear indication of a multifunctional urban 
core. The City serves a wide variety of needs, and this 
diversification of uses is a key factor in supporting the 
City’s overall resilience. 

Mr. Speaker, I am encouraged by the findings 
of this valuable data collection exercise and hope that 
we can continue to see a positive trend in reduced va-
cancy rates as the City enters a new era. Furthermore, 
I am also proud to see the Department of Planning de-
livering upon its commitments to produce key data on 
a more frequent and regular basis. 

Mr. Speaker, the department has previously 
outlined the importance of evidence-based policy for-
mulation; an approach which I firmly believe in and sup-
port. There must be a clear correlation between what is 
happening on the ground and how policies are re-
sponding to those conditions. This, Mr. Speaker, is 
what leads to the development of responsive planning 
policies which is truly fit for purpose. 

Mr. Speaker, the department will continue to 
collect data in relation to a range of topics which are 
impacted by planning policy to ensure that established 
policy frameworks are having the intended effect and 
are remaining relevant and current. Monitoring the 

long-term effects of planning policy, and consistently 
documenting this information, allows the department to 
enter a [cyclical] process of policy implementation, 
monitoring and refinement, constantly learning lessons 
and enabling the informed evolution of planning policy. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister.  
 Minister, the next Statement is also in your 
name. Would you like to continue? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Yes, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead. 
 

GOVERNMENT’S NEW PORTAL, LAUNCH OF  
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
update this Honourable House on the successful 
launch of the Government’s new digital portal, a major 
step toward modernising how the public accesses in-
formation and services. 

Mr. Speaker, the portal is now live [and] serv-
ing the people of Bermuda, delivering on our commit-
ment to create a simpler, more efficient, and more ac-
cessible way for the public to interact with Government. 

For many years, residents, businesses, and 
community organisations have shared a common frus-
tration, that government information could be difficult to 
find spread across multiple websites, or presented in 
ways that were not always clear or user-friendly. This 
new portal was designed to directly address those con-
cerns. It brings together government services, official 
information, public updates, and essential resources 
into one organised platform, structured around how 
people actually seek information by topic, by task, and 
by life event. 

Mr. Speaker, since its launch the portal has al-
ready begun to improve the user experience for the 
public. Pages are clearly structured, language has 
been simplified, and services are grouped in a way that 
allow users to move from information to action without 
unnecessary delays or confusion. One of the most val-
uable features has been the improved search function. 
Users can now enter simple, everyday terms and re-
ceive accurate and relevant results quickly. This re-
duces frustration, saves time, and helps ensure that 
people can complete what they came to do. 

Mr. Speaker, the portal has also been built for 
the way people live and work today. Many residents ac-
cess government services from their phones, and the 
platform performs consistently across mobile devices, 
tablets, and desktop computers. This ensures that ser-
vices remain available wherever and whenever people 
need them. Accessibility has also been central to the 
design. The system meets recognised accessibility 
standards, ensuring that persons with disabilities, in-
cluding those who rely on screen readers and other 
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assistive technologies, can use the platform inde-
pendently and with confidence. 

Mr. Speaker, privacy and security have been 
treated as fundamental priorities from the outset. The 
portal has been designed to safeguard personal infor-
mation and ensure that data remains under govern-
ment control. It does not rely on [unnecessary] external 
tracking tools, and security protections have been built 
into the platform from the start. Another important as-
pect of this achievement is how it has been delivered. 
This portal has been developed largely by our internal 
teams drawing on the expertise and commitment of 
public officers across government. By investing in our 
own people, we have reduced reliance on external ven-
dors, avoided significant long-term licensing costs, and 
created a platform that can continue to evolve under 
the direct management of the public service. This also 
allows departments to make updates more efficiently, 
ensuring that information remains accurate, timely, and 
relevant for the public. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
officers across the Ministry of the Cabinet Office and 
Digital Innovation, the Department of Communications, 
the Department of Information and Digital Technolo-
gies, and all supporting teams whose work made this 
possible; namely, David Wellman, Khaliah Nisbett, 
Deaje Trott, Moira Kelly, Delano Seymore. 

Mr. Speaker, while the portal has now 
launched, this is not the end of the work. It is the foun-
dation for continued improvement. The existing govern-
ment website at www.gov.bm remains available during 
the transition period, while the new portal at 
www2.gov.bm continues to expand and improve based 
on public use and feedback. 

Mr. Speaker, this initiative forms part of a wider 
programme of digital transformation across govern-
ment. Work continues to 

• increase the number of services that can be 
completed online, reducing the need for in-per-
son visits; 

• provide a more joined-up experience so that 
users do not have to navigate multiple depart-
ments to complete a single task; 

• strengthen identity verification and data protec-
tion measures to maintain public trust; 

• improve digital payment options, making trans-
actions faster and more convenient; 

• enable better coordination between govern-
ment systems so that information can be 
shared appropriately across departments; and 

• equip [public] officers with the digital skills 
needed to operate effectively in a modern pub-
lic service environment. 
Mr. Speaker, as we continue to expand the por-

tal, further updates will be provided to ensure more gov-
ernment information is made available proactively and 
in a way that is easier for the public to access and un-
derstand. This is particularly important in supporting the 
Public Access to Information, PATI, process, where 

members of the public request access to government 
records and information. 

An important part of this work is improving how 
we engage with requesters early in the PATI process, 
helping them to better define and narrow broad re-
quests and guiding them towards specific records that 
may already be publicly available or that can be ac-
cessed more efficiently. 

By strengthening this approach, we can im-
prove public understanding of the information govern-
ment already holds, deliver faster and more effective 
service, and reduce the administrative burden that of-
ten comes with lengthy and resource intensive PATI re-
quest processing. In many cases, this will mean fewer 
formal information requests are needed because the 
right information can be found more quickly, more 
clearly, and with less delay through the portal itself. 

Mr. Speaker, our overall goal is practical and 
straightforward, to deliver services that are easier to 
use, more reliable, and better suited to the expectations 
of the people we serve. This is about improving every-
day interactions with government, whether someone is 
applying for a licence, paying a fee, accessing a public 
service, or simply trying to find accurate information. 

We are not simply maintaining a website, we 
are improving how government communicates, how 
services are delivered, and how we respond to the 
needs of our community. 

The launch of this portal represents a meaning-
ful step towards a more modern, responsive, and effi-
cient public service. 

I encourage residents, businesses, community 
organisations, and all members of the public to visit 
www2.gov.bm, explore its features, and share their ex-
periences so that we can continue refining the service 
and shaping a platform that truly reflects the needs of 
Bermuda. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Members, the next Statement this morning is in 
the name of the Minister of Home Affairs. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Alexa Lightbourne: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

NATIONAL ELECTRICITY SECTOR POLICY, 
UPDATE ON CONSULTATIVE DRAFT  

 
Hon. Alexa Lightbourne: This morning, I rise to up-
date this Honourable House and the people of Ber-
muda on the continued progress of the National Elec-
tricity Sector Policy, NESP, advanced by the Ministry of 
Home Affairs and the Department of Energy. This work 
reflects this Government’s determination to confront 
one of the most consequential issues facing our 

https://www.gov.bm/
https://www2.gov.bm/
https://www2.gov.bm/
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country: the cost, reliability, and future of electricity in 
Bermuda. 

Mr. Speaker, electricity powers every Bermu-
dian home. It sustains every business on [this] Island. 
It underpins our national resilience. It shapes the cost 
of living, influences economic competitiveness, and de-
termines how effectively we respond to a changing cli-
mate. 

Mr. Speaker, the reform of electricity in Ber-
muda began in April 2025, when the Ministry became 
clear-eyed about what was required. In advance of a 
completed policy, a Ministerial Directive was issued to 
the Regulatory Authority of Bermuda signalling the pol-
icy direction. That Directive established three priorities: 

• Enhanced transparency through annual report-
ing. 

• Capacity building through resource develop-
ment.  

• A comprehensive review of the electricity 
transmission and distribution model to explore 
fairer pricing structures and identify cost-sav-
ing opportunities. 
The Directive was the opening act for this re-

form. The National Electricity Sector Policy is the 
framework that brings this reform into alignment. 

Mr. Speaker, I must be candid with this House 
about a matter that bears directly on why this policy is 
necessary. Bermuda’s Integrated Resource Plan has 
been in various stages of development since 2019, es-
tablishing a target of 85 per cent renewable deploy-
ment, and in 2026 it has not been fully operational. Its 
provisions have not been stewarded into deployment. 
The IRP is the instrument that directs Bermuda’s elec-
tricity future informed by the Government’s policy. It 
charts the course for generation investment, infrastruc-
ture renewal, and the integration of renewable energy. 
It defines cost, reliability, and the pace of Bermuda’s 
energy transition. The existing legislative framework 
established by the Electricity Act 2016, the IRP is pro-
posed by the [electricity] utility and reviewed by the 
Regulatory Authority. A process which has proven 
cumbersome. Proposed plans often run contrary to the 
Government’s policy, the very policy that Bermudians 
elected us to deliver 

In 2026, with families battling electricity costs 
compounded by global events, those delays are no 
longer something Bermuda can afford. The 2026 Policy 
seeks to address that failure. The Integrated Resource 
Planning sits at the centre of the framework, and the 
legislative amendments now in development will place 
responsibility for the preparing of the IRP to the Regu-
latory Authority, with input from the entire industry. The 
future of this sector requires precise regulatory rigour 
and disciplined implementation. Policy that is adopted 
and then left to languish serves no one. 

Mr. Speaker, I recently participated in the Inter-
national Visitor Leadership Programme focused on en-
ergy policy and development, sponsored by the US De-
partment of State. I met with the institutions that shape 

American energy governance. In Washington, the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission and the Congres-
sional Research Service. In Oklahoma, the Corporation 
Commission, with site visits to pipeline infrastructure 
and a hydropower facility. In Louisiana, the Public Ser-
vice Commission and the LSU Center [for] Energy 
Studies. As well as [in Arizona] the Palo Verde Nuclear 
[Generating] Station. 

Every jurisdiction I visited, regardless of size, 
structure, or political context, had made the same foun-
dational choice. Deliberate reform. Genuine regulatory 
authority. Resource planning. Investment in people 
alongside infrastructure. The results were stable prices, 
transparent oversight, accountable planning, and en-
ergy markets built to serve the consumer. 

Mr. Speaker, of note in Louisiana, the Public 
Service Commission built frameworks for large-scale 
energy investment with rigourous consumer protection. 
That approach attracts global technology companies 
seeking reliable, competitively priced power. The infra-
structure built to serve the new businesses from gener-
ation to transmission to grid resilience benefited each 
and every existing customer. 

These arrangements are projected to deliver 
billions in savings to residential and commercial cus-
tomers over 20 years. Large customers fund energy ef-
ficiency programmes for the communities they have 
joined, supporting the vulnerable. The framework se-
cures commitments to renewable development and 
grid resilience. Every benefit flows [to] the public be-
cause the regulatory architecture demands it. 

Mr. Speaker, it is accepted that Bermuda is dif-
ferent and is a different jurisdiction with different con-
straints. We are a small Island with a single utility and 
a captive electricity market. The lessons learned [from 
Louisiana] about the architecture and vision can be ap-
plied here, though. When resource planning is rig-
ourous, when regulatory oversight is precise, and when 
implementation is disciplined, energy reform delivers 
results for the public. 

That experience reinforced a conviction that 
shapes every element in our policy. Bermuda’s electric-
ity sector requires the same commitment to deliberate, 
structured reform. Business as usual will produce the 
same outcomes we have always received. The people 
of Bermuda deserve better, and this Government will 
deliver better. 

Mr. Speaker, the National Electricity Sector 
Policy establishes a clear and disciplined framework to 
guide the future of Bermuda’s electricity sector. It is 
grounded in the central objective of delivering an elec-
tricity sector that is affordable, reliable, resilient, sus-
tainable, and equitable for all Bermudians. 

Affordability is at the forefront. Rising electricity 
costs place real and sustained pressure on households 
and businesses across the Island. The Policy rein-
forces the equal priority of reliability and resilience, en-
suring that Bermuda’s electricity infrastructure can 
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withstand disruption, respond to system pressures, and 
adapt to the realities of climate risk. 

The policy moves away from prescriptive tar-
gets and focuses on least-cost development. The inte-
grated resource planning process assesses all genera-
tion, infrastructure, and demand-side options on a con-
sistent, evidence-based basis. The future IRP will be 
prepared with the regulatory rigour and implementation 
discipline that has been absent. Ambition must be 
matched with practical, [economically] sound execu-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members will recall 
that the Energy Policy Steering Committee, the EPSC, 
was established to support this work. We thank them 
for their input and expertise which bought together 
voices from across the electricity sector. 

Mr. Speaker, the revised draft policy was pub-
lished on the Citizens Forum on 20 April 2026 and will 
be live until 21 May. A town hall meeting will take place 
on Monday, 18 May. I encourage all Bermudians to 
read the draft policy and share their views. 

Mr. Speaker, the reform of Bermuda's electric-
ity sector is the defining infrastructure challenge of this 
generation. The decisions made will determine what 
Bermudians pay for power, how resilient our grid is 
when the next storm arrives, and whether our economy 
can compete in a world that is demanding more energy 
at lower cost. 

I have seen what deliberate reform produces. I 
have also seen what is possible when regulation turns 
planning into deployment, and deployment into meas-
urable savings for households and businesses. 

This policy establishes the framework for legis-
lative amendments and enforcement and I look forward 
to updating this Honourable House as this work ad-
vances. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Members, the second Statement . . . the next 
Statement is also in the Minister’s name. 
 Minister, would you like to proceed? 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead, Minister. 
 
Hon. Alexa Lightbourne: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
  
LANDLORD AND TENANT ACT REFORM AND THE 

NATIONAL HOUSING REGISTRY FRAMEWORK 
UPDATE  

 
Hon. Alexa Lightbourne: I also rise today to update 
this Honourable House and the people of Bermuda on 
the ongoing work to modernise Bermuda’s rental hous-
ing framework. The public may recall that the first 
phase of the public consultation on the draft Landlord 
and Tenant Act [2025] closed on 31 October 2025. The 

work in the months since has been deliberate, detailed, 
and shaped by what the community has told us. 

Mr. Speaker, the Government has committed 
to two reforms of consequence. The first is the modern-
isation of the broader tenancy framework, replacing the 
Landlord and Tenant Act [1974] and the Rent Increases 
(Domestic Premises) Control Act 1978 with a single, 
coherent statute fit for the realities of housing in Ber-
muda today. The second is the establishment of a Na-
tional Housing Registry, the institutional architecture 
that will give the Government, landlords, and tenants a 
clear and current picture of the rental market for the first 
time in our country’s history. These reforms are interre-
lated, and they are being advanced in parallel and con-
nected with the broader and anticipated Landlord and 
Tenant Act [2026]. 

Mr. Speaker, the consultation we opened in 
September of last year was the most extensive en-
gagement on rental reform that this Ministry has ever 
undertaken. Submissions were received from tenants, 
landlords, property managers, the [Bermuda] Bar As-
sociation, the Real Estate Division of the Bermuda 
Chamber of Commerce, and members of the public 
through the Citizens Forum. The Ministry also hosted a 
virtual town hall [meeting] to better outline the reform 
efforts underway. The Public Consultation Summary 
document was published on the Citizens Forum which 
captured what the public told us and will shape, and 
continue to shape, the refinement of this Bill. 

Mr. Speaker, since the close of the consulta-
tion, the Ministry has done three things.  

First, every submission has been read and as-
sessed. The drafters of this Bill, in partnership with the 
Attorney General’s Chambers, have spent the months 
since the consultation working with each substantive is-
sue. 

Second, the policy framework underpinning the 
Bill has been developed in greater depth. The Cabinet 
has recently been invited to consider and approve the 
way that rents are administered. The framework that 
will be reflected in the upcoming consultative Bill will 
now distinguish clearly between the market setting the 
initial rent at the point of letting and the law governing 
how [that] rent changes once a tenant is in residence. 
That distinction is foundational. It preserves the free-
dom of contract that landlords expect, while giving ten-
ants the protection from arbitrary rent increases that 
families need. 

Mr. Speaker, this represents the abolition of 
the rent control regime as Bermuda has known it for 
nearly 50 years. It is not a withdrawal of oversight, but 
it is the replacement of an outdated mechanism with a 
modern regulatory framework that applies equally 
across the rental market. The change carries real 
meaning for the many Bermudian families who own 
their homes. Households that rely on rental income as 
part of their finances or their retirement security will 
have a clear right to invest in, maintain, and responsibly 
manage their properties, while operating within a 
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system that ensures fairness to the families who rent 
from them. 

The Registry is being built with privacy by de-
sign, leveraging the existing design of the land valua-
tion website which lists assessment numbers and tax 
figures, and further is informed by the architecture of 
jurisdictions including Scotland, where there is a Land-
lord Register that has been in operation since 2006, 
and Spain, where a centralised lease platform was es-
tablished by Royal Decree [1312]/2024. 

Mr. Speaker, critically, the Registry replaces 
the binary structure of the existing framework, where a 
single Annual Rental Value threshold has historically 
determined which tenants were protected and which 
were not. That structure created two classes of renter, 
the regulated and the unregulated, and cannot be de-
fended in a modern housing system. Under the new 
framework, every residential rental property in Ber-
muda, regardless of its [rental] value, will be registered. 
Standards will apply universally, including standards for 
the quality of upkeep that tenants are entitled to expect. 

Mr. Speaker, this is no different in principle 
from the verification that Bermuda already requires be-
fore entry into any regulated activity. A new business 
must register before it can trade. A vehicle must be ver-
ified before it can operate on our roads. A licensed pro-
fession cannot be practiced without authorisation. It is 
a right, and long overdue, that the activity of letting a 
home, among the most consequential transactions in 
any Bermudian family’s life, be held to the same base-
line. 

Third, the Ministry has aligned this reform with 
the intentions outlined in the Affordable Bermuda 
Agenda published in [October] 2025. The updated Bill 
aims to protect what exists, ensure fair and equitable 
treatment in the existing market, and provide the data 
infrastructure that current and future strategies require. 

Mr. Speaker, the refinement of legislation of 
this scale does takes time. And the Ministry has been 
careful to ensure that such large consolidation is not 
rushed but does travel a considered journey. But like-
wise, the Ministry appreciates and intends to act on the 
relief that the public urgently deserves. 

Mr. Speaker, as a reminder to this Honourable 
House, the original rent control law was passed in De-
cember 1971 as a one-year emergency measure, 
drawn from the Hong Kong Rent Control Act and set to 
expire on 31 December 1972. It was renewed year after 
year until 1978, when the Rent Increases (Domestic 
Premises) Control Act 1978 was passed and made per-
manent. That stopgap measure, written for the condi-
tions of 1971, has carried the weight of Bermuda’s ten-
ant protection regime for nearly five decades. As a task 
given to this Minister and this Ministry, it was important 
that it not just be simply carried forward but assessed 
appropriately for modernisation. We accept that we are 
building institutional architecture intended to serve gen-
erations. The framework being constructed today must 
be capable of carrying the weight of a modern rental 

market for the decades that follow, not only the year in 
which it is passed. 

But, Mr. Speaker, the public should not be in 
doubt where this work stands. The Bill is being refined 
to reflect the feedback received. A second round of 
stakeholder and public engagement will be convened 
before the consolidated Bill is tabled in this [Honoura-
ble] House. 

Mr. Speaker, the case for this reform has not 
weakened. Rather, it has strengthened. The Bermuda 
Monetary Authority has confirmed that mortgage rates 
have risen from 5.0 [per cent] to 7.5 per cent between 
2022 and 2024, reducing household purchasing power 
by approximately 25.0 per cent. The [2025] Cost of Liv-
ing Survey, which received 1,419 resident responses 
and 250 business responses, found that nearly 
70.0 per cent of Bermudians report moderate to ex-
treme financial strain relating to housing, and identified 
it as a top unaffordable necessity. The Rent Commis-
sion and Consumer Affairs continue to deal with more 
than 2,300 complaints from landlords and tenants year 
on year. The 59 rent-controlled properties currently 
listed as vacation rentals, with 52 conversions ap-
proved between 2024 and 2025, in the future will be 
visible, in one place, to the Government, and to the 
public (for the first time) to see where the Registry is. 

Mr. Speaker, these are the conditions that de-
mand this response. A market in which mortgage 
[costs] threaten [to] outpace incomes, in which [seven 
in ten] Bermudians report moderate to extreme finan-
cial strain, in which thousands of disputes go unre-
solved each year, and in which long-term rentals are 
quietly being converted to short-term lets which cannot 
continue to be governed by a one-year emergency 
measure from 1971 and a tenancy statute drafted be-
fore any of these conditions existed.  

The Registry is required because we cannot 
regulate or improve what we cannot see. The end of 
the rental value threshold is required because the fam-
ilies it leaves unprotected have waited long enough. 
Universal standards are required because the condition 
of a Bermudian home should never depend on which 
side of [an arbitrary line] its rent falls. And these reforms 
are required now because every year of delay is an-
other year in which Bermudian families absorb costs, 
live in challenging conditions and no one comes to 
check, another year that a modern legal framework un-
derpinned by transparency does not evolve. 

Mr. Speaker, what underpins this policy and 
legislative change is the construction of a fairer system. 
It is the institutional architecture that will determine 
whether housing in Bermuda becomes [more] afforda-
ble, more accessible, and more transparent in the 
years to come, or whether it does not. This Government 
has chosen, deliberately and with care, to take the time 
required to build that architecture properly. 

The Ministry will return to this [Honourable] 
House with the consolidated Landlord and Tenant Act, 
incorporating the broader landlord and tenant . . . 
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reform and the integration of the national housing reg-
istry framework. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
Members, the next Statement this morning is in 

the name of the Minister of National Security. 
Minister. 

 
[Crosstalk]  
 
Hon. Michael A. Weeks: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 

Good morning, colleagues, and listening pub-
lic. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

MEDICAL CANNABIS FRAMEWORK 
 
Hon. Michael A. Weeks: Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
provide this Honourable House and the people of Ber-
muda with an update on the Government’s ongoing 
work in relation to the development of a medical can-
nabis framework. This initiative reflects a careful, meas-
ured, and clinically responsible approach to improving 
patient access to cannabis-based medicines and med-
ical cannabis products under strict medical supervision 
and regulatory oversight.  

Mr. Speaker, for many years Bermuda’s legis-
lative framework has classified cannabis as a controlled 
drug under the Misuse of Drugs Act 1972. While limited 
exemptions currently exist for certain cannabis-based 
medicines, access has remained narrow, administra-
tively complex, and insufficiently structured to meet 
evolving patient and clinical needs.  

This Government recognises that there are 
many people in our community living with serious med-
ical conditions who are seeking additional treatment op-
tions under the guidance of their health care providers. 
We are also aware that medical cannabis is one treat-
ment that has grown significantly in usage throughout 
the world as an alternative to traditional prescriptions.  

We also recognise that any approach to medi-
cal cannabis must be carefully developed, clinically re-
sponsible, legally sound, and supported by appropriate 
safeguards. Mr. Speaker, that is precisely the work now 
underway.  

Mr. Speaker, as Honourable Members will be 
aware, Cabinet has approved the progression of policy 
and legislative work to support the establishment of a 
regulated medical cannabis framework in Bermuda.  

The objective of this work is straightforward: to 
examine how Bermuda can create a safe and lawful 
pathway that improves access for patients with legiti-
mate medical needs, while maintaining robust protec-
tions against misuse, diversion, and abuse. As part of 
that objective, we seek to treat approved cannabis-
based medicines and regulated medical cannabis prod-
ucts in the same manner as other controlled 

prescription medications that may be lawfully pre-
scribed by registered medical practitioners and dis-
pensed through licensed pharmacies.  

Mr. Speaker, medical cannabis is not a simple 
policy issue. It sits at the intersection of health care reg-
ulation, controlled drug legislation, public safety, pro-
fessional clinical practice, and international legal obli-
gations. As such, this work requires careful coordina-
tion across Government to ensure that whatever frame-
work ultimately emerges is practical, enforceable, and 
in the public interest.  

For that reason, this work is being progressed 
collaboratively, including engagement between the 
Ministry of National Security, the Ministry of Health, and 
the Attorney General’s Chambers. I hasten to thank my 
colleagues and their teams at the Ministry of Health and 
the Attorney General’s Chambers for their valuable 
contributions in developing this proposal. 

Mr. Speaker, the Ministry of Health brings es-
sential clinical and public health expertise to this work, 
particularly in relation to patient safety, prescribing 
oversight and health care regulation.  

Mr. Speaker, the Attorney General’s Chambers 
is providing critical legal guidance to ensure that any 
proposed legislative approach is coherent, legally ro-
bust, and appropriately aligned with Bermuda’s existing 
statutory framework and international obligations.  

Mr. Speaker, it is important to be clear with the 
public on this matter so that there is no confusion about 
what we are trying to achieve. I, therefore, want to state 
that this work remains in development and that no final 
legislative model has been settled. That is intentional.  

Mr. Speaker, this framework will be grounded 
in several important principles. Firstly, medical auton-
omy. Registered physicians in Bermuda should be able 
to determine, in their professional judgment, whether 
cannabis-based treatment is clinically appropriate for a 
patient.  

Secondly, patient protection and access. Ber-
mudians suffering from serious or chronic medical con-
ditions should be able to access approved therapeutic 
treatments through a safe, lawful, and medically super-
vised process.  

Thirdly, public safety and accountability. Any 
framework permitting medical cannabis must include 
robust safeguards, clear standards, and effective over-
sight mechanisms to prevent misuse and ensure proper 
clinical governance.  

And fourthly, regulatory consistency. Canna-
bis-based medicines should be regulated within Ber-
muda’s existing health care and controlled-drug frame-
work rather than through the creation of a separate or 
parallel regime.  

Mr. Speaker, the Government’s focus at this 
stage is on getting the framework right, rather than 
moving prematurely toward a predetermined outcome. 
What is settled, however, is the policy direction. We are 
seeking an approach that supports legitimate patient 
access to medical cannabis through proper medical 



2862 15 May 2026 Official Hansard Report 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

channels, respects clinical judgment, maintains appro-
priate oversight, and preserves the safeguards neces-
sary to prevent misuse.  

Mr. Speaker, we are not trying to create unreg-
ulated access. Rather, we are developing a framework 
that ensures responsible access to medical cannabis. 
Under the proposed system, only registered medical 
practitioners will be permitted to prescribe approved 
cannabis products for medical use. Only licensed phar-
macies and approved medical institutions will be au-
thorised to import and dispense those products. Direct 
importation by individual patients will not be permitted.  

Mr. Speaker this proposal aligns Bermuda with 
international best practices and remains fully consistent 
with our obligations under the United Nations’ Single 
Convention on Narcotic Drugs, 1961, which expressly 
permits the medical and scientific use of cannabis un-
der strict regulatory control.  

Mr. Speaker, many jurisdictions with compara-
ble legal and health care systems—including Canada, 
the United Kingdom, Australia, and several Caribbean 
countries—have already implemented similar medical 
cannabis frameworks. Bermuda’s approach is there-
fore neither experimental nor reckless. It is cautious, 
evidence-informed, and centred firmly on health care 
regulation and patient well-being.  

Mr. Speaker, our aim is to ensure that patients 
who may genuinely benefit from medically supervised 
cannabis-based treatment can do so within a clear, law-
ful, and accountable framework. As this work pro-
gresses, we will continue to give careful consideration 
to regulatory controls, prescribing standards, product 
quality assurance, importation arrangements, phar-
macy oversight, enforcement implications, and broader 
public health protections.  

Mr. Speaker, the Government appreciates that 
there is significant public interest in this issue, particu-
larly among patients and families who have been advo-
cating for more treatment options. I assure this Honour-
able House and the public that we hear these concerns, 
and we understand the urgency felt by many. I hasten 
to add that we also have a duty to ensure that any 
framework introduced is feasible, responsible, and sus-
tainable.  

Mr. Speaker, I shall provide further updates to 
this Honourable House on our progress towards devel-
oping the medical cannabis framework.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 

Members, the next Statement this morning is in 
the name of the Minister of Tourism and Transport, Cul-
ture and Sport. 

Minister. 
 
Hon. Owen Darrell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Good 
morning. 
 

RIDESHARING IN BERMUDA—IMPLEMENTATION 
UPDATE 

 
Hon. Owen Darrell: Mr. Speaker, today I rise to pro-
vide this Honourable House with a clear update on the 
Government’s progress in implementing ridesharing in 
Bermuda and then to reaffirm the disciplined, balanced 
approach we are taking to strengthen transportation ac-
cess for residents and visitors alike.  

This initiative is part of the Government’s 
broader, measured plan to modernise Bermuda’s [pub-
lic] transportation system—grounded in evidence, re-
sponsive to demand, and carefully structured to sup-
port, not destabilise, the existing taxi industry. Mr. 
Speaker, the guiding principle remains clear and un-
changed: taxis first; rideshare when needed.  

Ridesharing is not intended to replace taxis. It 
will complement the existing system by adding capacity 
when demand outstrips supply, particularly [late] at 
night, on weekends, and during peak visitor periods. In 
other words, this rollout is deliberate, this rollout is con-
trolled, and this rollout is focused on service reliability.  

Mr. Speaker, following the passage of the rele-
vant legislative framework, the Government opened the 
ridesharing application process on 30 April 2026. The 
application window was initially scheduled to close yes-
terday, 14 May [2026] at 5:00 pm. As of 14 May (yes-
terday at 5:00 pm), we had received 50 applications—
an encouraging response that demonstrates public in-
terest.  

Mr. Speaker, this Honourable House is re-
minded that ridesharing permits will be capped at 150 
to ensure a controlled rollout and to maintain balance 
within Bermuda’s wider transportation system. Where 
applications exceed 150 by the specified deadline, a 
third-party randomisation process was to be used to en-
sure that the selection was fair and unbiased. Because 
the cap has not been reached, Mr. Speaker, selection 
will proceed on a first-come, first-served basis.  

Mr. Speaker, participation in the ridesharing 
programme requires that all operators are properly li-
censed. Applicants must hold a valid public service ve-
hicle (PSV) licence. To date, 30 applications have been 
received from individuals seeking to obtain [or] renew a 
public service vehicle licence. The majority are from 
those who are interested in then going ahead and ap-
plying for a ridesharing [permit], Mr. Speaker. The de-
partment is actively supporting these [applicants] to 
complete the required steps so they can qualify for 
ridesharing and then apply.  

Mr. Speaker, given the level of interest to date, 
I am pleased to report that the application process will 
remain open beyond the deadline that was previously 
set of 14 May [2026] until the full allocation of 150 rides-
haring permits have been issued. This extension pro-
vides eligible applicants additional time to complete 
public service vehicle licensing requirements and sub-
mit their permit applications, while ensuring that all in-
terested persons have a fair opportunity to apply.  
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Mr. Speaker, in addition to licensing require-
ments, applicants must first meet all relevant safety, 
vetting, and vehicle standards. For clarity and to protect 
the integrity of this programme, persons who hold a li-
cence to operate a heavy truck or other commercial ve-
hicle are not eligible to apply for a ridesharing permit or 
to operate an approved ridesharing vehicle.  

Mr. Speaker, passenger trips will be facilitated 
through licensed dispatch companies, and ridesharing 
services will operate within Bermuda’s existing regula-
tory framework, with clear accountability for compliance 
and enforcement.  

This initiative is one of the broader transporta-
tion modernisation programmes already underway, in-
cluding  

• the introduction of digital fare payments 
through the ShoreLink platform;  

• real-time tracking of buses and ferries, provid-
ing the public with improved visibility and relia-
bility;  

• continued investment in the public bus and 
ferry fleet; as well as  

• the advancement of enforcement and compli-
ance measures across the sector.  

Together, these efforts are improving the overall cus-
tomer experience, Mr. Speaker, strengthening the re-
silience of Bermuda’s public transportation system.  

Mr. Speaker, we recognise that the taxi indus-
try has been a cornerstone of Bermuda’s transportation 
system and an important part of our economy. That is 
precisely why this model has been designed to sup-
port—not undermine—the existing industry. The “taxi 
first” approach, the permit cap, and the strong regula-
tory safeguards ensure a balanced implementation that 
prioritises service, safety, as well as fairness. 

Mr. Speaker, ultimately, this work is about de-
livering practical results: Shorter wait times when de-
mand spikes, more certainty for residents trying to get 
home safely at night, and a more reliable experience 
for visitors—while maintaining a controlled system that 
respects the role of taxis.  

Subject to final operational readiness, the Gov-
ernment is targeting the launch of ridesharing services 
with the first group of approved operators on or around 
10 June 2026.  

As we move into the next phase, this Honour-
able House and the public will receive further updates 
on permit allocation, operational milestones, and the 
commencement of service.  

Our focus remains on delivering a system that 
is safe, fair, and responsive—one that improves ac-
cess, strengthens confidence in public transportation, 
and meets the needs of Bermuda’s residents and visi-
tors alike.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 

Members, the next Statement is also in the 
name of the same Minister. 

Minister, would you like to proceed? 
 
Hon. Owen Darrell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. If I can 
have just one second. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead. 
 
Hon. Owen Darrell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 

BERMUDA DAY 2026: ANNOUNCEMENT OF 
GRAND MARSHALS 

 
Hon. Owen Darrell: Mr. Speaker, today I rise to an-
nounce the Grand Marshals for the 2026 Bermuda Day 
Parade, a group of outstanding individuals whose lives 
and contributions reflect the very spirit of this year’s 
Heritage Month theme, “For the Culture.”  
 Mr. Speaker, as I shared previously, “For the 
Culture” is a celebration of the people, their traditions, 
and their creative expressions that define Bermuda. It 
speaks to the pride that we carry, the stories that we 
tell, and the responsibility we share to preserve and up-
lift our cultural identity. It is both a reflection of who we 
are and a call to continue building on that legacy.  

Mr. Speaker, each year, the selection of Grand 
Marshals provides an opportunity to honour individuals 
whose contributions have shaped Bermuda’s culture in 
meaningful and lasting ways, often without widespread 
recognition. These [are] individuals who have worked 
with consistency, passion, and quiet impact, building, 
preserving, and strengthening our culture and commu-
nity over time. In recognising them, we ensure that their 
influence is not only acknowledged but celebrated as 
an essential part of Bermuda’s story. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honour to announce the 
2026 Bermuda Day Parade Grand Marshals, “For the 
Culture”:  

Mr. Speaker, Demeka “Tiny T” Tacklyn is a 
standout presence in Bermuda’s cultural community. 
As a young girl, she famously found her way into Rich-
ardson’s Gombeys as the troupe’s only female mem-
ber, beginning a lifelong connection to Bermuda’s tra-
ditions through dance and performance. She later rep-
resented Bermuda internationally as a dancer and 
gained national recognition after winning Bermuda’s 
first Dancehall Queen competition. Her work extends 
far beyond performance into entrepreneurship and 
youth development, creating spaces where creativity, 
confidence, and culture can thrive. Through her contin-
ued efforts, she has shown what it means to live and 
lead “For the Culture.”  

Mr. Speaker, Jules Roberts, the voice and 
spirit behind Ital Foundation, has been a cornerstone of 
Bermuda’s reggae movement for decades. Since the 
late 1970s his music has carried messages of unity, re-
sistance, and cultural pride. Rooted in Rastafarian spir-
ituality, his songs tell the stories, struggles, and experi-
ences of everyday Bermudians in the tradition of [a] 
griot, using music to preserve and share the voice of 
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the people. As both a performer and a mentor, he has 
shaped generations of musicians and ensured that Ber-
muda’s voice continues to be heard through the univer-
sal language of music.  

Mr. Speaker, Tawana Lee (my former class-
mate) has dedicated her life to preserving and strength-
ening Bermuda’s majorette and drum corps tradition. 
Through her leadership of the PHC Majorettes & Drum 
Corps, she has built not only a performance group but 
a community grounded in discipline, inclusion, and 
pride. At a time when many majorette groups across 
Bermuda have faded away, Tawana continued to carry 
the tradition forward, ensuring that the majorette culture 
remained visible, vibrant, and alive for a new genera-
tion. Her commitment to youth development and cul-
tural education has ensured that this cherished part of  
Bermuda’s heritage continues to grow and inspire fu-
ture generations.  

Mr. Speaker, Sonya Smith is a distinguished 
figure in Bermuda’s sporting history, whose achieve-
ments in track and field have left a lasting mark on the 
Island. From a young age, she demonstrated excep-
tional talent, setting national records in javelin and 
earning multiple medals at the Carifta Games. She 
went on to represent Bermuda at major international 
competitions, including the Commonwealth Games as 
well as the Olympic Games. Her dedication, discipline, 
and achievements continue to inspire generations of 
Bermudian athletes to pursue excellence in sport.  

Mr. Speaker, we [also] take this moment to 
honour the late Allan Warner, a legendary Gombey 
whose influence continues to resonate across Ber-
muda. From a young age he dedicated himself to the 
art of Gombey, leading Warner Gombeys for over five 
decades with passion and integrity. His work as a per-
former, mentor, and cultural ambassador helped to pre-
serve and elevate this vital tradition, leaving a legacy 
that continues to guide and inspire.  

Mr. Speaker, these five individuals may come 
from different paths and disciplines, but they are united 
by a shared commitment to community and cultural 
pride. They epitomise this year’s theme, “For the Cul-
ture,” through the way they have preserved traditions, 
uplifted others, and contributed meaningfully to the cul-
tural and sporting life of Bermuda.  

Mr. Speaker, the Department of Culture looks 
forward to celebrating these Grand Marshals alongside 
all participants during the Bermuda Day Parade (which 
is one week from today) [on] Friday, May 22, 2026. This 
year’s parade will once again bring our streets to life 
with colour, sound, and creativity, with more than 60 
participating entries reflecting the energy and diversity 
of our people. After receiving rave reviews last year, the 
parade will once again conclude in traditional fashion 
with the Gombeys, followed by a 30-minute intermis-
sion before the celebrations continue with an after-
party featuring a high-flying, high-energy Soca truck.  

Mr. Speaker, the department has also worked 
closely with participants and stakeholders this year to 

strengthen parade flow. We are also going to 
strengthen the parade pacing and the overall event 
management to improve the experience for participants 
as well as spectators alike. As participation continues 
to grow, these efforts are important to ensure that Ber-
muda Day remains safe, enjoyable, and full of energy 
and spirit that our people have come to love.  

Mr. Speaker, I encourage all Bermudians to 
come out, support our participants, and show up “For 
the Culture.”  
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Members, the next Statement this morning is in 
the name of the Minister of Works. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Jache Adams: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 
Hon. Jache Adams: Good morning to the listening au-
dience. 
 
NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND COMMUNITY 

WORKS ACROSS THE ISLAND, UPDATE  
 
Hon. Jache Adams: Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pro-
vide this Honourable House and the people of Bermuda 
with an update on major infrastructure works and public 
improvement projects being delivered across our Is-
land.  

Over the past year serving in this role, I have 
come to appreciate that much of Government’s work is 
not always immediately visible to the public. Infrastruc-
ture projects often move forward quietly through plan-
ning, coordination, procurement, repairs, and steady 
execution long before the result can be seen and fully 
appreciated. 

At the same time the people of Bermuda quite 
rightly expect to know what is being delivered and what 
practical difference these projects will make in their 
daily lives. That understanding continues to shape the 
Ministry of Public Works and Environment’s approach, 
with a focus on disciplined delivery, clear oversight, and 
consistent communication. 

Over recent months, this Government has con-
tinued making meaningful investments in Bermuda’s 
public infrastructure. Whether in health care, roads, 
docks, public buildings, water infrastructure, or recrea-
tional facilities, the Ministry of Public Works and Envi-
ronment remains focused on delivering improvements 
that Bermudians can see and benefit from in their daily 
lives.  

Mr. Speaker, during the recent Royal Visit, His 
Majesty the King officially opened the new St. David’s 
Coast Guard Station. This project represents not only 
an important investment in Bermuda’s maritime re-
sponse capability, but also the successful repurposing 
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of an underutilised government facility into infrastruc-
ture that now serves as a practical and nationally im-
portant purpose. The building itself is now ready for oc-
cupation, with final dock works continuing.  

Mr. Speaker, the restoration of the Mangrove 
Bay Clinic in Sandys similarly reflects this Govern-
ment’s commitment to revitalising public assets and re-
turning essential services to communities. The building 
has now been returned to its health care function and 
transformed into a modern facility that will once again 
provide important community services to residents in 
the west. Physical works began in May 2025, and the 
project is now substantively complete. Final operational 
items remain underway, and the clinic is anticipated to 
open in June of this year, subject to confirmation by the 
Ministry of Health. 

Mr. Speaker, significant progress has also 
been made in improving community and recreational in-
frastructure across the Island. Repairs to the docks at 
White’s Island and Ports Island were completed ahead 
of the summer season, alongside additional mainte-
nance works at several public dock facilities to support 
safe public access and recreational use.  

In the east, the Ministry, together with the Ber-
muda Land Management Corporation, recently opened 
a new 24-hour water truck outlet at Carter’s Bay Road 
in Southside. This facility will reduce travel times for wa-
ter operators servicing St. David’s and St. George’s 
while easing pressure on the central water distribution 
network. Mr. Speaker, this is something many within the 
water trucking industry have been requesting for some 
time and it is something the Government is proud to 
have delivered. 

Continuing in the east, the upgraded public 
boat ramp at Stonecrusher Corner has now been com-
pleted and reopened in time for the powerboat racing 
season, supporting both community recreation and one 
of Bermuda’s long-standing sporting traditions. Im-
portantly, the upgraded facility will also support opera-
tional access for the Royal Bermuda Regiment Coast 
Guard and improve functionality for marine response 
activities in the area. 

Mr. Speaker, this Government is also continu-
ing to advance major national infrastructure projects 
that will shape Bermuda for decades to come. 

The Request for Proposal process for the re-
placement of Swing Bridge is now officially underway, 
with contractors invited to bid on this critical national 
project. This marks a major milestone and an important 
step toward the eventual construction of a modern re-
placement bridge that will improve reliability, resilience, 
and connectivity for residents and businesses in the 
East End.  

Earlier this month, the Ministry hosted a net-
working event connected to the project, bringing to-
gether local contractors and prospective international 
bidders as part of the Government’s commitment to en-
suring meaningful local participation in major infrastruc-
ture investment.  

Mr. Speaker, important progress is also being 
made in preserving and upgrading public buildings and 
government infrastructure. 

At Government House, significant works have 
recently been completed, including roof repairs, electri-
cal upgrades, water storage improvements, kitchen up-
grades, and restoration works within the historic prop-
erty.  

At Sessions House, work is continuing to sup-
port the long-term restoration and modernisation of this 
important parliamentary building. Arrangements have 
now been completed to advance renovation planning 
and prepare the way for the formal procurement phase 
of the project. I can also advise this Honourable House 
that following the upcoming Bermuda Day holiday the 
next phase of work will commence with internal demo-
lition and preparatory works within the building as part 
of the broader restoration effort.  

Mr. Speaker, while major capital projects often 
receive the greatest public attention, much of the Min-
istry’s work takes place every day within communities 
across Bermuda. Over the past few months, numerous 
smaller but important infrastructure improvements have 
been completed across the Island. These include new 
safety railings and fencing at Mullet Bay Park, Cook’s 
Hill, and Mangrove Bay Road, new bus shelters at 
Clearwater Beach, Texas Road, and Malabar Road, 
additional pedestrian safety beacons near King Edward 
[VII] Memorial Hospital and the Bermuda Athletic Asso-
ciation.  

Road paving and improvement works have 
also been completed in several areas, including Verd-
mont Road, the Flatts area, Orange Valley Road, and 
Spanish Point.  

In addition to these completed works, several 
projects remain actively underway, including the Grotto 
Bay bus lay-by expansion and associated sidewalk and 
traffic infrastructure works. These works will not only 
assist with better traffic flow but also improve safety 
measures for pedestrians.  

The Ministry has also made significant im-
provements to the water network that services commu-
nities such as Cedar Park and Mary Victoria. This in-
cludes replacing ageing pipeline infrastructure and up-
grades designed to improve reliability, and overall ser-
vice delivery to residents in these areas. This work is 
still ongoing, but we are making steady progress. Mr. 
Speaker, while meaningful progress is being made, I 
fully acknowledge that there is still much more work 
ahead.  

Bermudians continue to expect improvements 
to roads, public facilities, and infrastructure across the 
Island, and rightly so. Capital projects do not happen 
overnight, but this Government remains committed to 
steadily moving the country forward through practical 
action and continued investment. This Government re-
mains committed to investing responsibly in public in-
frastructure, modernising critical assets, and ensuring 
taxpayers see visible results from those investments.  
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We are making progress. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Yes. 
 
Hon. Jache Adams: We are improving Bermuda’s in-
frastructure, and we will continue doing the work nec-
essary to build a stronger and more resilient Bermuda.  
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister.  

Members, that brings us to a close of the State-
ments for this morning. We will now move on to the next 
item on the Order Paper. 
 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
 

HOUSE VISITOR 
 
The Speaker: The next item after that is Question Pe-
riod, but before I go on to the Question Period, I would 
just like to acknowledge in the Gallery this morning, for-
mer Senator, former Attorney General, Mr. Phil Per-
inchief. Nice to have you in the Chamber today, sir. 
 
[Desk thumping]  
 
The Speaker: Good. All right. 
 

APOLOGIES 
 
The Speaker: And this morning I read off the acknowl-
edgement of Members who had communicated with us. 
I omitted mentioning that [MP] Jamahl Simmons had 
also indicated his absence today. So, I just wanted that 
noted. 

We will now move on. 
 

QUESTION PERIOD 
 
The Speaker: This morning we have written questions, 
which we will begin with and then we will move on to 
the questions from the Statements that were [given] 
this morning. 
 The first of the written questions this morning 
. . . and for the listening audience and for the Members 
and the visitors in the Gallery, the written questions just 
require two responses. Either a written response, which 
is given to the Opposition Member who asked, or an 
oral response, which we all participate [in].  
 The first three questions this morning are all 
seeking written responses. The first is to the Junior Min-
ister of Justice and Spokesman for Education. The 
question was asked by the Opposition Leader, Mr. Ben 
Smith. 

[Opposition Leader], have you received the 
written questions? 
 
Hon. Ben Smith: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. Yes, I 
have. Thank you. 
 

QUESTIONS ANSWERED IN WRITING 
 

QUESTIONS: MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 
STAFF, OVERSIGHT AND PERFORMANCE 

MANAGEMENT OF  
 

Hon. Ben Smith: Will the Honourable Minister 
please inform this Honourable House whether for-
mal performance evaluations are conducted for 
teachers, school principals, paraprofessionals, 
and education officers within the Ministry of Edu-
cation? 

 
Hon. Ben Smith: Will the Honourable Minister 
please inform this Honourable House how many 
teachers, principals, paraprofessionals, and Min-
istry administrators were identified as underper-
forming through formal evaluations, for each of the 
past five academic years? 

 
Hon. Ben Smith: Will the Honourable Minister 
please inform this Honourable House how many 
teachers, principals, paraprofessionals, and Min-
istry administrators were placed on performance 
improvement plans, disciplinary action, reassign-
ment, or removal from their position for each of the 
past five academic years? 

 
The Speaker: Thank you. 

The second question is also to the same Junior 
Minister and Spokesman for Education, but those 
questions, the answers are being carried over for a later 
date. Thank you. 
 The third question this morning requiring a writ-
ten response is to the Minister of Youth, Social Devel-
opment and Seniors, and that is from MP Robin Tucker. 

MP Tucker, have you received your written re-
sponses? 
 
Ms. Robin Tucker: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. Yes, 
I have. Thank you. 
 

QUESTIONS ANSWERED IN WRITING 
 

QUESTIONS: FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAMME, ADMINISTRATION AND  

OVERSIGHT OF GROCERY PARTNERSHIPS 
 

Ms. Robin Tucker: Will the Honourable Minister 
please provide this Honourable House with a list 
of all grocery stores with which the Government 
currently partners for the purpose of administering 

https://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/parliamentary/80f8f302c0cd0493f4f1fc8032cc5ab3.pdf
https://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/parliamentary/5fa3851f5ac5bac7aca628b1192d390b.pdf
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the Financial Assistance Programme, and the 
dates on which each partnership was established? 
 
Ms. Robin Tucker: Will the Honourable Minister 
please provide for this Honourable House the total 
amount paid to each participating grocery store 
under the Financial Assistance Programme, bro-
ken down by year and by store for the past ten 
years? 
 
Ms. Robin Tucker: Will the Honourable Minister 
please outline for this Honourable House the pro-
cess used to determine which grocery items qual-
ify as essential for the purposes of the Financial 
Assistance Programme, including any consulta-
tion undertaken with relevant professionals, com-
munity organizations, or other stakeholders in de-
veloping this determination? 
 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
So now I will move on to the next series of 

questions, and they are all seeking an oral response, 
and the first written question that requires an oral re-
sponse is from MP Douglas DeCouto. 

Would you like to put your question? 
 
Dr. Douglas DeCouto: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. 
 
Dr. Douglas DeCouto: These questions are to the 
Honourable Minister Hayward, Minister of Economy 
and Labour. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
QUESTION 1: LABOUR FORCE SURVEY, YOUTH 

UNEMPLOYMENT 
 
Dr. Douglas DeCouto: Will the Honourable Minister 
please explain to this Honourable House why youth un-
employment almost tripled from 3.4 per cent in Novem-
ber 2024 to 9.3 per cent in May 2025, as reported by 
the May 2025 Labour Force Survey. 

Thank you. 
 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, the Labour Force 
Survey does not capture the factors surrounding the 
movement of numbers. It simply provides the trend of 
the numbers presented. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 

You have a supplementary? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 

Dr. Douglas DeCouto: Yes, Mr. Speaker, supplemen-
tary. 
 Is this House to understand that the Minister 
does not know why the youth unemployment tripled? 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, my responsibility 
is to provide statements of fact. The only way of know-
ing statements of fact would be if the survey captured 
that particular information. I can speak to correlations. 
I can speak to reasons why. For example, when youth 
unemployment dropped from . . . when it was at over 
30 per cent and then fell down to underneath 10 per 
cent, there were a number of factors, including youth 
getting more employment opportunities in Bermuda, 
youth being provided with more scholarships. All of 
those are correlations. They are not fact. And so, what 
we want to do is ensure that we provide factual infor-
mation. And the survey doesn't capture the information 
why one is now unemployed where they would have 
been employed in the previous reporting period. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 

Second supplementary? 
 
Dr. Douglas DeCouto: Yes, Mr. Speaker, second sup-
plemental.  

If the Minister cannot explain the rise in the 
youth unemployment, how does he expect the Govern-
ment to properly craft its policies to address the in-
crease in youth unemployment? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, we deliberately 
put a Youth Employment Strategy in place. The Youth 
Employment Strategy was to tackle youth unemploy-
ment. We looked at a number of factors [as to] why 
youth were unemployed at the particular time when we 
put out the Strategy, and we provided goals associated 
with that. And so, we will continue to support our young 
people. I think that's the most important question that 
can possibly [be] asked: What is the Government doing 
to support the young people of Bermuda? And if that 
question was actually asked, I would be able to provide 
factual information as to the work that the Bermuda 
Government is doing to support our young persons in 
transitioning into employment. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 

Supplementary? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you Mr. Speaker. 

Just trying to qualify a previous answer that he 
gave. The Minister was able to answer and qualify why 
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unemployment in . . . sorry, employment increased for 
youth and gave not just fact, but qualifying statements 
to it. Why can we not get qualified statements [as] to 
why it went down? He was able to do it for the increase 
of employment. Why can we not get . . . or did we not 
correlate some facts [as] to why? I mean, facts are only 
gotten because you are correlating information to-
gether. We should be able to get some form of idea 
why. 

 
An Hon. Member: Hear, hear! 
 
The Speaker: Your question is, why can't he provide 
the other? I am trying to— 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, yes, my question is, if 
we can . . . if we can . . . my question is, if we can give 
qualification to a fact for the increase of employment for 
our youth, why can we not do it also for the increase in 
unemployment for the youth? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Statement of fact. The data pre-
sented in the May 2025 and May 2024 Labour Force 
Survey Reports must be interpreted with a technical 
caution—that is written in the report—as direct compar-
isons between non-seasonally adjusted survey periods 
may lead to misleading conclusions. That is the road I 
don't want to go down today . . . provide us with mis-
leading conclusions.  

But the reality remains that there are more 
youth unemployed in this survey period than in previ-
ous survey periods. To what extent that is alarming, we 
will continue to provide the support to our youth that is 
actually required. But when we look at global youth un-
employment rates they average around 12.5 per cent. 
Our youth unemployment rate is 9.0 per cent, and so 
we are still lower than the global average. 

From an area of concern, the Department of 
Workforce Development will continue to execute on its 
Youth Employment Strategy to support bridges to em-
ployment for our young people. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, Mr. Speaker, consid-
ering what the Minister has just said, will he take it upon 
himself (and maybe it's too early because he just got 
the facts) to qualify why he sees this happening again? 
We go back to the original question that I asked. It 
would be good to understand the variables because we 
are trying to fix it. If we just go off of a number, numbers 
speak to what is going on. It is not just a fact. The num-
bers are saying something, but the numbers are quali-
fying that there is something real human going on, 
whether it's process, whether we have less people, all 
of these things. And I am hoping that the Minister can 
give us . . . I am asking, Can he give us more 

qualification as to why (in the future, because I am sure 
he has to get more information as to why) we see this 
happening, a tripling of the unemployment for youth?  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: I asked the question in the 
beginning. Can he (in the future) give us a qualifying 
answer? 
 
The Speaker: In the future can he provide— 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, because he needs 
more information.  
 
 
The Speaker: —some future information. Okay. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: I take it. I gather that. 
 
The Speaker: You are saying you understand he 
doesn't have the information now, but would he under-
take in the future to provide something? 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, yes. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Typically, the Labour Force 
Survey is accompanied by a statement to the extent 
that I have the information, I will actually provide it. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Thank you. Thank you, Minister.  

MP DeCouto, that was the conclusion of your 
first question. Would you like to put your second ques-
tion? 
 

QUESTION 2: LABOUR FORCE SURVEY, 
UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDEREMPLOYMENT 

STATISTICS 
 
Dr. Douglas DeCouto: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

Will the Honourable Minister please explain to 
this Honourable House why, according to the May 2025 
Labour Force Survey, the non-Bermudian median in-
come rose 28.1 per cent from November 2024 to May 
2025, but the Bermudian median income decreased, 
minus 1.3 per cent?  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: I believe the statement that I . . . 
the answer that I provided in the past holds null in terms 
of we do not have the data regarding why these factors 
have occurred. But what I would say is [that] it is inter-
esting when the Opposition craftily picks indicators out 
of an entire report of numbers to provide— 
 
Dr. Douglas DeCouto: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
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[General uproar] 
 
Dr. Douglas DeCouto: Point of order.  
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: No, no, no, no. What is going 
on? 
 
The Speaker: The Member hadn't even finished giving 
his point yet.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Let him finish what he is saying first. Let 
him finish what he was saying first.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Let him finish.  

Go ahead, Minister.  
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: There is a plethora of positive 
trends in that particular report including the fact that we 
have statistical full employment in Bermuda, and we 
have maintained one of the lowest unemployment 
rates— 
 
An Hon. Member: Not for youth. 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: —across any region.  
 
An Hon. Member: Survey says? 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: The survey would also show 
that our youth unemployment rates are lower than 
global average, and so those are statements of facts. 
And as much as we can possibly provide the factors as 
to why those trends occur, we will provide those. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Dr. Douglas DeCouto: Does the Minister accept that if 
they are not able to understand why Bermudian pay is 
decreasing while non-Bermudian pay is increasing a 
lot, nobody should have any confidence, including this 
House or the general public, that the plans they put into 
place will actually address those issues if the Govern-
ment doesn't even know why they are happening in the 
first place?  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, that is incorrect.  

What he has looked at is simply one factor, and 
he is making a comparison, the same comparison that 
the technical note in the Labour Force Survey asks us 
not to make and be cautious about making, and he's 

fallen into that trap. You know why? Because it's politi-
cally convenient for him to highlight that. 
 
Dr. Douglas DeCouto: Point of order, Mr. Speaker.  
 Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Point of order. Point of order. Point of 
order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motive and Misleading] 

 
Dr. Douglas DeCouto: The Minister is both imputing 
improper motive and also misleading the House. Num-
ber one, it's not politically convenient to have a discus-
sion about why Bermudians are making less money 
while non-Bermudians are making more money, be-
cause I can assure you, Mr. Speaker, if it went the other 
way, there would have been press conferences galore 
when this report went out.  

Second, regarding the seasonality adjustment, 
I carefully looked at it, and there was no seasonal trend 
that explains these between the May and the Novem-
ber, okay? It is not a seasonal adjustment issue, in my 
personal view, as someone who has practiced— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Dr. Douglas DeCouto: —who has practiced profes-
sionally— 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Dr. Douglas DeCouto: —in the practice of statistics 
and trades— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: We will take your point of order. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker.  

The Standing Orders specifically state that we 
discuss facts. The Honourable Member cannot get up 
on a point of order where the Minister has quoted from 
a statistical document and say, in my opinion, he 
doesn't agree with it. 
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[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Come on now. 
 
Dr. Douglas DeCouto: Mr. Speaker, I have done a 
fact— 
 
The Speaker: Now, wait, wait, wait . . . one minute. 
 The Minister has gone to great lengths to try 
and state that what he is referring to is the factual infor-
mation that was provided from the report. The report 
doesn't produce the why’s and the how’s (my words), 
but it does produce . . . what he is giving are the facts 
of the outcome of the report, factually and to date. It 
isn't an opinion, it isn't a viewpoint, it's the facts of the 
report. 
 
Dr. Douglas DeCouto: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

My questions are not actually about the report. 
My questions are about the reasons which the Minister 
was unable to answer. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Wait, wait, wait. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. The 
Honourable Member was not recognised, and he took 
his seat by you. 
 
The Speaker: I did, I did . . . I did look at him just now. 
I did acknowledge him. I did acknowledge him.  
 
Hon. E. David Burt: But, Mr. Speaker, may I ask as to 
what reason he's on his feet?  
 
An Hon. Member: Sit down. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Is he asking questions, or is he 
still giving a statement? 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: No, no. No, no. 
 
An Hon. Member: Let the Speaker do his job. 
 
The Speaker: Take a seat and I'll do what I've got to 
do. Sit down. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: Sit down, speaker, please—Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: I accept that, Mr. Speaker.  
 
Some Hon. Members: Whoa! Whoa! 

Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I am rising on a point 
of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: No, no, address your point of order.  
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Sorry?  
 
The Speaker: I'll address your point of order. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: I said I will address it.  

I acknowledged him because he had put a 
question on his point of order that we stopped him on. 
And I acknowledged him only in that he was going to 
either withdraw his statement, his point of order, or bet-
ter clarify his point of order because we told him it was 
based on the facts, and if his point of order can raise 
something factual, he can continue. If it isn't, then he 
can't go on. So, he was just given the opportunity to see 
if he could factually put his point of order. That's all that 
was because we pointed out that this was based on re-
sponses from the Minister. It was based on factual in-
formation. If he can come up with a factual point of or-
der, it will be acknowledged. If he can't, then there isn't. 

So, I was giving him that opportunity just to 
clean it up, but it didn't happen. Okay? 

If you can factually put a point of order, you 
have the floor. If not . . . 
 
Dr. Douglas DeCouto: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

I had used commonly accepted statistical tech-
niques according to my professional training and the 
numbers provided in the report— 
 
The Speaker: Factually to the report. 
 
Dr. Douglas DeCouto: —to identify that it is not a sea-
sonal issue driving these results. 
 
The Speaker: But, but— 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker.  
 
An Hon. Member: Whoa! 
 
The Speaker: I am doing it.  

I am doing it. Sit down. Take your time.  
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: It has to be related directly to the state 
of the report, and that's where we're getting caught up 
on other aspects that you are trying to bring into it ver-
sus the factuality of the report.  

My suggestion at this point would be— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
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The Speaker: Let's just move on so that we can get to 
something that may be more factual in what you are 
seeking to find. Okay? Good.  

Now, do you still have a second question? 
 

[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Dr. Douglas DeCouto: Second supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. You still have a . . . no, no, this is 
on the supplementary. He asked one supplementary. 
You still have a second supplementary on that.  

Would you like to put a second supplementary 
or move on to the third question? 
 
Dr. Douglas DeCouto: I have a second supplemental, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Is it factually related to the report? 
 
Dr. Douglas DeCouto: It is related to the question as 
written on the Order Paper, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Okay.  
 
Dr. Douglas DeCouto: Thank you.  

I believe the Government would agree with us 
that the trends identified in the question are disturbing. 
Does the Government currently have any specific plans 
to adjust those trends in Bermudian pay versus non-
Bermudian pay as outlined in the original question?  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: We accept that there shouldn't 
be disparities as it pertains to the trends of Bermudian 
pay and non-Bermudian pay.  

We have alternative statistical reports which 
show us that Bermudian pay is progressing within soci-
ety and that this may be a result of sampling rather than 
actual things that are taking place within our society be-
cause we have alternative data that comes from em-
ployee compensation, which we can clearly see that 
employee income is trending above inflation.  

We also note that the vast majority of public 
servants would have received pay increases. And the 
vast majority of public servants are Bermudians. And 
so, from that particular standpoint as well, we know that 
the salary of those individuals would increase. We will 
also be making revisions to the minimum wage, and we 
have seen the minimum wage increase. And so, when 
you look at all of the additional information you can 
clearly see that there has been a progression in the sal-
ary of Bermudian pay. And where the salaries haven't 
progressed, the Government has reduced taxes on 
those individuals, so the purchasing power does re-
main higher. 
 

The Speaker: Okay. 
That was your second supplementary. Would 

you now like to move on to your third question? 
 
Dr. Douglas DeCouto: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker, 
and I will work hard so that we don't retread old ground 
here.  
 
The Speaker: That would be helpful. 
 
Dr. Douglas DeCouto: Yes. 
 
[Laughter] 
 

QUESTION 3: LABOUR FORCE SURVEY, REA-
SONS UNDEREMPLOYMENT RATE INCREASED 

 
Dr. Douglas DeCouto: Will the Honourable Minister 
please explain for this Honourable House why, accord-
ing to the May 2025 Labour Force Survey, the under-
employment rate increased from 7.8 per cent in No-
vember 2024 to 8.4 per cent in May 2025? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, the data pre-
sented in May 2025 and November 2024 Labour Force 
Survey reports must be interpreted with a technical 
caution, as direct comparisons between non-season-
ally adjusted survey periods may lead to misleading 
conclusions. But here is a factual trend. When the Gov-
ernment puts out positive information, the Opposition 
remains silent. 
 When the— 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Point of order, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: He, he— 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House. We had a statement given this 
morning— 
 
The Speaker: Wait, wait, wait, wait, wait.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Let him finish. He might have been . . . 
let him finish his point. Let him finish his point. 

Minister. 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: For example, when GDP, quar-
terly GDP, increased by 9.9 per cent, there was no pub-
lic statement made by the Opposition. However, when 
GDP abated by just under a per cent, there was a public 
statement made by the Opposition— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
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Hon. Jason Hayward: —stating that the Economic De-
velopment Strategy did not work. I just want to highlight 
the trend of cherry-picking— 
 
An Hon. Member: Cherry-picking. 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Cherry-picking information for 
political convenience. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: Okay. Ah! Ah! Before you . . . Minister, 
we appreciate your comment, but let us not throw any 
political points in between. The points that you raised 
were spot on, but you need to put a little . . . side of it, 
please. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Just the facts. 
 
The Speaker: MP— 
 
Dr. Douglas DeCouto: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I have a sup-
plemental, but I— 
 
The Speaker: Put your supplementary. 
 
Dr. Douglas DeCouto: You did give the Minister some 
leeway. And if the Minister is not happy with the job be-
ing done by the Department of Communication and In-
formation Services, I am sure I would be happy to take 
a meeting with him and give him some advice, Mr. 
Speaker.  
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Put your supplementary. 
 
Dr. Douglas DeCouto: I note that— 
 
The Speaker: Put your supplementary now.  
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Dr. Douglas DeCouto: My supplementary is . . . I note 
that in previous answers to my supplementary, the Min-
ister quoted quite a few supporting facts and figures at 
his hands as a Minister, and I wonder if he might be 
able to apply a similar range of facts and figures that he 
referred to already today towards the explanation of 
this increase in the underemployment rate.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: So, more facts and figures you are seek-
ing. That was the question. 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Certainly. When we put out the 
information, it is important for us to understand the 
trends. Once we understand the trends, you under-
stand the factors underlying the particular trends. You 

also have a clear understanding of what underemploy-
ment is and what underemployment is not.  

And so, underemployment can be qualitative 
and a very subjective measure. Underemployment can 
come from someone who is seeking a promotion within 
their job and hasn't got a promotion yet. Underemploy-
ment can also come from somebody who has a decent 
job in a decent occupational category but seeks to work 
in an alternative occupational category, and as a result 
they will be listed as underemployed because they are 
not working in the primary job in which they desire. And 
so, underemployment will always exist because there 
is a mismatch between the exact jobs that are desired 
by residents within a population and the jobs that are 
provided in your economy. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 

Supplementary? None. 
That brings us to a close of the questions that 

were submitted by MP DeCouto.  
The next written question that sought an oral 

response is from MP Robinson to the Minister of the 
Cabinet.  

MP. 
 
Mr. Dwayne Robinson: Good afternoon [sic], Mr. 
Speaker, good afternoon colleagues and to the listen-
ing audience.  
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter]  
 
Mr. Dwayne Robinson: Oh! 
 
An Hon. Member: Morning—you got up early. 
 
[Laughter] 
 

QUESTION 1: ELECTORAL REFORM WORKING 
GROUP UPDATE 

 
Mr. Dwayne Robinson: Will the Honourable Minister 
please provide this Honourable House with an update 
on the Electoral Reform Working Group, as the stated 
date for its formation was March 30, 2026? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
Honourable Member for that question because this is a 
very important bipartisan topic that we are talking 
about.  

Mr. Speaker, yesterday I provided a full public 
update on the Government's electoral reform work, and 
I confirmed that while the March 30 target for forming 
the working group has passed, the work has still con-
tinued. The Ministry has used the additional time to 
strengthen the foundation of the group's work that in-
cludes further consultation, operational review, election 
experience surveys issued to members and 
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candidates, lessons from observing the recent general 
election in The Bahamas, and specialised policy prep-
aration on campaign and election finance.  

The working group is now ready to move to for-
mal appointments. This group will include representa-
tion from the Parliamentary Registrar's Office, the Gov-
ernment, the Opposition, and young Bermudians sup-
ported with relevant and technical policy expertise. The 
target for tabling the legislation remains September 
2026. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 

Supplementary? 
 
Mr. Dwayne Robinson: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Dwayne Robinson: The scheduled timing for 
when this working group was going to be established 
was quoted as imminent. So, I just wanted to ask in my 
supplementary, Could the Honourable Minister provide 
a clearer timetable with a potential date as to when this 
working group will be appointed? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Speaker, as detailed 
yesterday, the appointment of the group is imminent. 
We will be sending out letters next week. It is antici-
pated that the group will be between 5 and 10 persons. 
We anticipate the work will take between four to six 
weeks, and we do intend to have a very aggressive 
timeline for how and when that group would meet and 
the typical milestones that we expect from them. 
 
The Speaker: Second supplementary? 
 
Mr. Dwayne Robinson: Yes, I thank the Honourable 
Minister for that question [sic].  
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Answer. 
 
Mr. Dwayne Robinson: For that answer, yes. Thank 
you, Deputy [Speaker]. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Dwayne Robinson: First day back.  

Can I ask a follow-up supplementary as to a bit 
more clarity as to the makeup of this potential electoral 
reform working group? I heard the Minister list a few 
things in the press conference, but I guess my supple-
mentary is if those qualifications are not met, i.e., if peo-
ple do not accept the invitation or people do not apply, 

what then happens to the progress date of September 
2026? 

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Speaker, the progress 
date of September 2026 remains, and we will adhere to 
forming this working group. If we do not get members 
. . . so, for example, if the Opposition does not nomi-
nate anyone, that will not stop us moving forward. 
 
The Speaker: All right. 

Those are your two supplementary questions.  
The next written question that needs an oral re-

sponse is also from MP Robinson.  
MP, would you like to put your question to the 

Minister of Home Affairs? 
 

QUESTION 2: LANDLORD AND TENANT ACT 
2025, DRAFT BILL UPDATE 

 
Mr. Dwayne Robinson: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

Will the Honourable Minister please inform this 
Honourable House on the state of the draft Bill, the 
Landlord and Tenant Act 2025, as consultation con-
cluded October 31, 2025? 
 
The Speaker: Something that may have been covered 
in the Statement this morning, but go ahead, Minister. 
 
Hon. Alexa Lightbourne: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, 
and I thank the Honourable Member for his question.  

I did endeavour to comprehensively provide an 
update to the public and to this House relating to the 
Ministry's status on the Landlord and Tenant [Act] and 
the associated reforms, and so it is imminent having 
just recently had Cabinet consider a second iteration of 
the policy's evolution. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Dwayne Robinson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

It seems my parliamentary questions are get-
ting scooped this time, with a press conference and a 
statement preceding them. 

My supplementary for this question is, we 
heard again imminent, but could we have a prospective 
timetable for the listening audience and for us on when 
these reforms will be before the House of Assembly? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 

Minister. 
 
Hon. Alexa Lightbourne: I thank the Honourable 
Member for the question. I recognise both to the public 
and also regarding the Honourable Member's question, 
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that it is something that the public is seeking to have 
delivered. And it is with full anticipation that we will fol-
low the consultative process, ensuring that it's thought-
ful. It is two large pieces of legislation that we are con-
solidating into a modern piece of legislation to match 
the current times of our housing and rental market, and 
so we do anticipate that it will be in June to be able to 
get to consultation and revise it thereafter. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 

Second supplementary? No. Thank you.  
Members, the next written question that seeks 

an oral response is from MP Robinson again, to the 
Minister of Works.  

Minister, this is . . . go ahead. Proceed, MP 
Robinson. 
 
QUESTION 3: GIBBS HILL LIGHTHOUSE, UPDATE 

ON UPKEEP AND MAINTENANCE 
 
Mr. Dwayne Robinson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

Will the Honourable Minister please provide 
this Honourable House with an update regarding the 
upkeep and maintenance planned for the Gibbs Hill 
Lighthouse? 
 
Hon. Jache Adams: Good morning, Mr. Speaker.  

Yes, there's no press conference for this one— 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Jache Adams: —or a statement.  

The Ministry is currently carrying out mainte-
nance works at Gibbs Hill Lighthouse as part of its on-
going preservation programme. Repairs to the light-
house beacon are awaiting replacement of the roof, 
which is expected to take place during the painting con-
tract for which we just closed an RFP.  

Additional work to replace the railing with 
stronger and more durable fixtures will also take place 
at that time. It is important to note that the coordination 
of these projects is important, largely due to the scaf-
folding required. We want to make sure we have eve-
rything in hand ready and in order first. But minor 
maintenance is also being completed on the restau-
rant's fire alarm system. While a tenant remains in 
place, the reopening date will depend on the comple-
tion of the safety requirements and operational readi-
ness.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Dwayne Robinson: Yes, Mr. Speaker, and thank 
you to the Honourable Minister for that answer.  

I just wanted to get a prospective, because I 
know a lot of moving pieces are happening, but a 

prospective timeline . . . or could the Minister endeav-
our to provide a prospective timeline for this mainte-
nance and upkeep? Because as the MP of the area I 
will be asked. So, if it is possible, I would appreciate it. 
Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 

Minister. 
 
Hon. Jache Adams: Again, I completely understand, 
and I figured that was the root of the question. But, Mr. 
Speaker, [it is] very difficult to be boxing myself in and 
give a specific date, but I think it would be reasonable 
to assume that the works at the very beginning will start 
this summer. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 

Second supplementary? 
 
Mr. Dwayne Robinson: Yes, thank you for that.  

My second supplementary is just regarding 
safety when it comes to the Gibbs Hill Lighthouse, as 
we had some unfortunate events transpire up there. 
Could the Minister highlight in these maintenance pro-
jects an increased . . . an increased . . . what’s the 
word? 
 
The Speaker: Security. 
 
Mr. Dwayne Robinson: Security for the upper part of 
the lighthouse? Thank you.  
 
Hon. Jache Adams: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. All right.  

That brings us to a conclusion of the question 
there. 

The next written question with oral response is 
from MP Linda Smith, again to the Minister of Works.  

MP Smith. 
 
QUESTION 1: PENHURST PARK HORTICULTURE 

REMOVAL  
 
Ms. Linda Smith: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

Yes, accepting that casuarina trees are cate-
gorised as an invasive species, will the Honourable 
Minister please provide this Honourable House with the 
reason why Penhurst Park in Smith's Parish is now be-
ing cleared of several large old trees and other horticul-
ture that has provided welcome cover and shade in that 
park, particularly on the western boundary fence line 
with the property that's owned by Link Bermuda? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Jache Adams: I want to thank the Honourable 
Member for her question.  
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Mr. Speaker, next week I will be meeting with 
environmental stakeholder groups, and I certainly 
would welcome their thoughts when they realise that 
the OBA is questioning why the Government is remov-
ing invasive species. Nonetheless, the removal of cas-
uarina trees at Penhurst Park was undertaken as part 
of the department's ongoing management of Bermu-
da's parks and open spaces. 

Casuarinas are recognised as an invasive spe-
cies that can prevent native vegetation from growing 
and negatively impact the long-term health of the envi-
ronment. Their removal is intended to support the grad-
ual restoration of native plant life within the park. The 
trees removed were in a dense interior section of the 
park, away from the main recreational areas used by 
the public. This work was not connected to any devel-
opment activity, but rather formed part of a responsible 
environmental management and park maintenance. 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
Supplementary? 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 

Ms. Linda Smith: Yes, and I just wanted to say that I 
think everybody is aware that casuarinas are an inva-
sive species. I wasn't asking specifically about the in-
vasive species, I am actually asking about the clearing 
of horticulture, particularly in connection with the fence 
line of Link Bermuda, and the anticipation that that is in 
relationship to equipment that will be going in on the 
Link Bermuda property, and that the park is being 
cleared for sight lines. 

The Speaker: What was the question? What was your 
question? 

[Inaudible interjections] 

The Speaker: What is the question there? 

Ms. Linda Smith: Is the park being cleared to accom-
modate equipment for Link Bermuda? 

[Inaudible interjections] 

The Speaker: Minister. 

Hon. Jache Adams: I believe I gave a substantive re-
sponse to the question, Mr. Speaker.  

The Speaker: The action was because you are getting 
an invasive species out. 

Hon. Jache Adams: Correct. And what we're doing it 
for. 

The Speaker: Okay. 
Second supplementary? 

Ms. Linda Smith: Yes, thank you very much, and thank 
you to the Minister.  

How long will this work be going on in terms of 
clearing the park, and what is it anticipated that . . . or 
how much clearing is anticipated in terms of the inva-
sive species that will be coming out? And what is the 
timeline for that work? 

The Speaker: You need to repeat a part of it? You 
good? 

Hon. Jache Adams: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I repeat that this is part of the 

Parks ongoing management of Bermuda's parks and 
open spaces. So, the answer is that this is an ongoing 
process. 

The Speaker: Okay. Thank you. 
Those are your two supplementary questions. 

Would you like to move on to your next question? 

QUESTION 2: MARINE POLLUTION COMPLAINTS 

Ms. Linda Smith: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Will the Honourable Minister please inform this 

Honourable House whether the Ministry has received 
any complaints, reports, or investigated any incidents 
relating to sewage, wastewater, discoloured water, or 
other possible marine pollution in the waters over the 
past six months, and what findings or actions resulted 
from those investigations? 

The Speaker: Minister. 

Hon. Jache Adams: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
again, I thank the Honourable Member for her ques-
tions. I will say that complaints related to pollution on 
the sea are not reported to the Ministry of Public Works 
and Environment. Thank you. 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
Supplementary? 

Ms. Linda Smith: No, thank you. 

The Speaker: Okay, thank you. 
Members, that brings us to the conclusion of 

answers to written questions. We will now move on, in 
the time that's left, to questions that have arisen out of 
the Statements that were given this morning. 

And, Premier, your Statement on the constitu-
tional reform has a question from MP King.  

MP King. 

QUESTION 1: CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM, 
CONSULTATION ON THE PROPOSED 

PROCESS FOR 
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Mr. Robert King: Yes, good morning, Mr. Speaker, 
Members of this Honourable House, and the listening 
public.  

Regarding the proposed amendments and 
work that's going to be done on constitutional reform, 
would the Honourable Premier please inform the 
House what specific constitutional deficiency the Gov-
ernment believes exists within Bermuda's governance 
framework that requires constitutional reform? 

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I will do my best to 
be polite, but given the line of questioning today, I am 
not in the mood.  

The Honourable Member was the leader— 
 
The Speaker: I know you know how to be big and rise 
above— 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: I will.  
 
The Speaker: Rise above— 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: The Honourable Member was the 
Leader of the Opposition at the point in time when our 
Throne Speech was given in which it actually laid out 
what constitutional change the Government is seeking. 
So, I will refer the Honourable Member to the Throne 
Speech which was given, and the one prior. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
An Hon. Member: I am not in the mood to listen to you. 
How about that? 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? Supplementary? 
 
An Hon. Member: Come on, man. 
 
Mr. Robert King: Next question, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
The Speaker: Next question. 
 

QUESTION 2: CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM, 
CONSULTATION ON THE PROPOSED 

PROCESS FOR 
 
Mr. Robert King: Will the Honourable Premier please 
state whether the proposed constitutional reform will in-
clude amendments regarding the powers of the Prem-
ier, Cabinet Authority, constitutional responsibilities to 
include the police, DPP, judiciary, and independent 
oversight bodies? 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 

Hon. E. David Burt: If the Honourable Member would 
have read the Statement, he would know that we are 
consulting on the process. And there is an entire thing 
that is laid out where anyone, including him, will be able 
to make whatever suggestions he may wish to do so. 
 
The Speaker: Mm-hmm. 

Supplementary? 
 
An Hon. Member: Now we are moody. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Robert King: Next question, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. 
 

QUESTION 3: CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM, 
CONSULTATION ON THE PROPOSED 

PROCESS FOR 
 
Mr. Robert King: Would the Honourable Premier 
please inform this Honourable House whether the re-
form proposals are intended to strengthen or reduce 
mechanisms for transportation . . . transparency, anti-
corruption, and enforcement and public accountability? 

Thank you. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: I will refer the Honourable Member 
to the answer I gave moments ago. 
 
The Speaker: Hmm. 

Supplementary? Okay. Thank you. 
That was the only question for that Statement. 

Premier, your second Statement also has questions.  
MP Campbell would you like to put your ques-

tion? 
 

QUESTION 1: BERMUDA’S FISCAL PROGRESS, 
INDEPENDENT RATING AGENCIES CONFIRM  

 
Mr. Vance Campbell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, it is always good news when the 
rating agencies provide positive feedback. What I 
would like to know is, Is the Premier aware of any inci-
dences where any Bermudian has been able to use 
positive credit ratings to buy food or medication? 
 
[Laughter]  
 
An Hon. Member: Seriously? 
 
Another Hon. Member: Oh, my goodness. 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, the question does 
not deserve an answer. That is the reality. Because this 
is actually serious business, and an Honourable 
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Member like that who actually is supposed to run a local 
company should know better. 
 
An Hon. Member: You should know better about— 
 
Dr. Douglas DeCouto: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motive] 

 
Dr. Douglas DeCouto: The [Premier] is imputing im-
proper motive on behalf of my colleague. And I would 
paraphrase, if you want to put my colleague's, you 
know, wording a different way, because of course we 
like to come and we like to make . . . we have to come 
here and at least get through the day sometimes with 
this Government, Mr. Speaker.  

Clearly, my colleague's intent is that these fi-
nancial ratings reflect only—only, Mr. Speaker—the ca-
pability of Bermuda to pay the people it borrows money 
from, of which it borrowed too much! So much, that we 
are a billion dollars in debt. And the Premier wants to 
pat himself on the back for paying the debt. 
 
The Speaker: Wait, wait, wait, wait, wait— 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Take a seat.  
 
Hon. E. David Burt: This . . . Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Take a seat. Take a seat. Take a seat. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: This continues. 
 
The Speaker: Take a seat, take a seat, take a seat.  

Take your seat. Take your seat. 
Members, when you raise a point of order, it 

has to be specific to the comment that was made and 
not a dissertation on a different viewpoint of trying to 
support what was said. It has to be on the comment that 
was made. Okay? 

You got a little leeway on that one.  
MP Campbell, do you have a supplementary? 

 
Mr. Vance Campbell: Yes, I have a supplementary.  
 
The Speaker: Okay. Can you put your supplementary? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Vance Campbell: Is the Premier . . . has he en-
countered anyone who has successfully used positive 
credit ratings to pay for rent or their mortgage? 
 

The Speaker: I think that was similar to the line of your 
earlier question.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Vance Campbell: Well, if— 
 
The Speaker: The response to that basically is going 
to be that the ratings, as we all know, don't necessarily 
impact the line of questions that you are putting, which 
is what he was trying to respond to your earlier ques-
tion, hoping that this time your question would change 
its tone. 
 
Mr. Vance Campbell: Mr. Speaker, I am asking these 
questions with the purpose that the Government stands 
up and says we are doing an excellent job based on 
these credit ratings, and my questions are designed to 
see if those credit ratings—that positive performance—
is actually impacting the people of Bermuda. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, so I will answer the 
question of which the Honourable Member has asked. 
Because it is actually . . . for me and, Mr. Speaker, I 
have the right to express my opinion as a parliamentar-
ian in the answer to the question. It is actually offensive 
and degrading of this Honourable House, the line of 
questioning that has come from Members of the Oppo-
sition today. That is my view and my opinion, Mr. 
Speaker. Because that Honourable Member knows 
clear well the impact that ratings agencies have inside 
of a jurisdiction. The Honourable Member is clearly 
aware of that. But he is rising and stooping to a level, 
in my opinion, that does not befit the Honourable Mem-
bers of this House. So let me answer the question, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 The reality is— 
 
Mr. Vance Campbell: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
Point of order, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motive] 

 
Mr. Vance Campbell: The Premier and Minister of Fi-
nance is imputing improper motive. 
 
The Speaker: Well, based on, based on . . . let me 
make a comment so we don't go back and forth.  

Based on the question that was put earlier, 
clearly the rating doesn't impact in the way that the 
question was asked. The rating states the standard of 
the country, or what the country is looking at, where the 
country rating has been, but not necessarily what the 
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impact of buying groceries is, to put it in my term, of 
what your first question was at. 

The second . . . and so the tone that was 
sought was one that would speak to the impact of the 
rating itself or how the rating impacts Bermuda in its 
overall . . . because that's what the rating looks like, 
and not the individual.  

Now, you want to respond to the . . . 

Hon. E. David Burt: I am trying to finish answering the 
question, Mr. Speaker. That was a point of order—that 
he interrupted. I am not imputing improper motive. 

He went on his line, and I am going to give my 
response. That's their favourite thing to say, imputing 
improper motive, because it's like they can't take it. 

The Speaker: Don’t, don’t, don’t, don’t—sit down, Mr. 
Cannonier.  

Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: You know I am going to get 
him on that.  

The Speaker: It’s just the line . . . that line, you can 
withdraw it. You started on a good road that time. You 
slipped one word in there. Just leave out that favourite 
line of which you just said. Leave that out, please. 

Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, they have had mul-
tiple occasions of where they say imputing improper 
motive. That is what they give. That's a factual state-
ment, Mr. Speaker. That is what they do. So here we 
go, Mr. Speaker.  

[Inaudible interjections] 

Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, it is what they claim. 
But anyhow, Mr. Speaker.  

[Inaudible interjections] 

An Hon. Member: Standing Orders. 

Hon. E. David Burt: I will wait because I want to make 
sure they can hear the question— 

The Speaker: Speak to me. 

Hon. E. David Burt: —the answer to the question they 
asked. 

The Speaker: Speak to me. Yes, speak to me. 

[Inaudible interjection] 

The Speaker: Go ahead. Speak to me. 

Hon. E. David Burt: I will wait. 

The Speaker: No, no. I am ready to hear it. 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much. 
But I can't think because there's too much 

noise going on. 

The Speaker: I know you can speak to me. 

Several Hon. Members: Aw. 

The Speaker: Look at me and speak directly to me. 
You can ignore that. Go ahead.  

[Inaudible interjection] 

The Speaker: Go right ahead. 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. E. David Burt: Just make sure they are ready to 
listen, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: They are listening. I am listening. That's 
the key. I am listening. 

[Laughter] 

The Speaker: I am listening. 

Hon. E. David Burt: So here is the fact, Mr. Speaker. 
The question that was asked was regarding mortgage 
rates. The question that was asked was about food. In 
the Statement itself we talked about the fact that good 
financial performance allows us to give relief, reduce 
taxes, make sure that we can provide things such as 
mortgage guarantee programmes and other matters. 
Why, Mr. Speaker? Because we have strong and 
sound fiscal management. The Honourable Member 
knows that. He is just trying to cause issues. 

[General uproar] 

Hon. E. David Burt: He is trying! 

The Speaker: All right. Keep it on the line. 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Hon. E. David Burt: You see that? Don't worry. I have 
got my line and length. He is just trying, Mr. Speaker, 
and that's the reality.  

The Speaker: All right. 

Hon. E. David Burt: But everyone in this country 
knows that it is a good thing. The challenge that the 
Honourable Member has, Mr. Speaker, is the fact that 
this Government has now seen a credit rating increase 
when the party he has now joined presided over two 
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decreases in the country's credit rating. We are turning 
things around, and we are going to continue to press 
forward. And for that, Mr. Speaker, I think the entire 
country can be proud. 

The Speaker: Any supplementary? 

Mr. Vance Campbell: Mr. Speaker, it's interesting that 
the Premier believes that I am asking these questions 
for the reason that he stated. However, I will just say 
that the Premier also knows that in spite of these rat-
ings the average daily experience of Bermudians does 
not reflect a positive mood. And that's . . . I will finish 
with that, Mr. Speaker. Thank you. 

The Speaker: Okay. We need a question. No ques-
tion?  

Mr. Vance Campbell: No question. 

The Speaker: No question? Well . . . all right. Okay. 

[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 

The Speaker: Okay. Members, we will now move on. 
The next Statement that has a question is the 

statement from the Minister of Cabinet in reference to 
(his first Statement) in reference to the city vacancies. 
And that's from the Opposition Whip. 

QUESTION 1: CITY OF HAMILTON GROUND 
FLOOR USE AND VACANCY SURVEY 2025 

Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
feel like I am walking on glass right now.  

[Laughter] 

The Speaker: Keep your shoes on. 

Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: So, I was glad to hear that 
the occupancy [sic] dropped from 15 per cent to 10 per 
cent, which is a very positive thing. It is a great outlook 
going forward.  

But I was just curious, and I am not sure if this 
is in the wheelhouse here, but for the Planning Depart-
ment, and looking at the stats, has he noticed that there 
has been a reduction in the per square footage that 
people are paying in rent to help get these spaces 
filled? Would it be in that . . . yes, I wasn't quite sure. 
He did speak about Planning Department, and he is 
speaking about the relationship with the Corporation 
and the study that was done, and that they are occupy-
ing more space now, as opposed to before, from 
15 [per cent] to 10 per cent. And I am just curious as to 
how we came about that. Maybe the landlords are re-
ducing the rent to get people in. I don't know. But it may 
be out of his remit. I am not sure. But I was curious. 

The Speaker: The question is, has the increase gone 
up as a result of . . . 

Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: No, has the decrease gone 
up— 

The Speaker: Because of the cost of rent and square 
footage? 

Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, yes. 

The Speaker: Is it in Planning Department? 

Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Is it qualified anywhere in 
the stats? 

The Speaker: In his remit? 

Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes. 

The Speaker: Is it in Planning’s remit? 

Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: I am just trying to find out, 
yes. 

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
 Mr. Speaker, that is data that doesn't appear to 
be captured in this particular report. What they did is, 
you go out and you compare how many places were 
occupied when you did it a few years ago to how many 
places are occupied now. And you say, today, more 
places are occupied than before. But in terms of how 
much it costs to rent those places, that is not part of the 
data captured. 

Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Okay. 

The Speaker: Okay. 

Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: I was looking for a trend. 

The Speaker: Okay. Supplementary, or you're fine? 

Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes. 

The Speaker: You are fine? 

Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: I am fine, yes, yes, yes. 

The Speaker: Minister, for the same Statement, MP 
Tucker would like to put a question to you.  

MP Tucker. 

QUESTION 2: CITY OF HAMILTON GROUND 
FLOOR USE AND VACANCY SURVEY 2025 

Ms. Robin Tucker: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I guess my question is somewhat in the same 

vein as the [Opposition] Whip. I just wanted to know, Is 
the Government considering any kind of incentives for 



2880 15 May 2026 Official Hansard Report 

Bermuda House of Assembly 

retail to . . . such as tax relief, grants or anything like 
that, to encourage more occupancy? Obviously, the in-
crease in the rental units is great, the percentages that 
were provided, or I should say the drop in the numbers. 
But are they considering any incentives? Thanks. 

The Speaker: Minister. 

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Again, Mr. Speaker, that is 
something that falls out of my remit. More probably 
likely a question aimed at the Ministry of Finance, that 
would be the one providing incentives like that, tax in-
centives. 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
Supplementary? 

Ms. Robin Tucker: No, thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Okay, thank you. 
Minister, there is one more Member who would 

like to put a question to you on this Statement, and 
that's MP Campbell.  

MP Campbell. 

QUESTION 3: CITY OF HAMILTON GROUND 
FLOOR USE AND VACANCY SURVEY 2025 

Mr. Vance Campbell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I would like to ask the Minister, Having ex-

panded the Approved Residential Scheme initiative to 
cover the entire city, can the Minister advise on any de-
velopments that have resulted from that, or the number 
of units that have been constructed as a result of that? 

Thank you. 

The Speaker: Minister. 

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Speaker, this Statement 
didn't speak to the number of anyone seeking Planning 
permission for that. That is something that I could en-
deavour to find out. I will take this opportunity to say 
that the Planning Department has added to their web-
site data statistics on the number of permits that are 
being processed, the number of building permits that 
have been processed, and the number of construction 
projects that have started. So, there's a comprehensive 
list of this actual data. It doesn't speak to the type, the 
exact project or where it is, but it does talk about the 
numbers, and perhaps the Member could glean some 
of that information from that particular set of statistics 
that have now recently been published on the website. 

The Speaker: Supplementary? 

[No Audio] 

QUESTION 1: GOVERNMENT’S NEW PORTAL, 
LAUNCH OF 

Ms. Robin Tucker: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I think the 
launch of the portal is a great idea. I am very encour-
aged by some of the information that the Minister pro-
vided. 

I would like to know what steps the Ministry will 
take, though, to ensure that seniors, low-income resi-
dents, and persons with limited digital literacy can ac-
cess the portal. Is there going to be any training pro-
vided or anything like that to help people who might be 
in those instances?  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
That is a very interesting question. It is some-

thing I actually hadn't given any thought to training for 
the website. It is pretty intuitive on there, but as I do get 
approached by persons [when] canvassing, there could 
be some difficulties navigating a website. And so, I will 
take that under advisement and find out from the IDT 
team if there is any way of providing any sort of guid-
ance on that. I do know there has been a social media 
campaign to say, here is the new website, here is 
where you can find things, and that sort of stuff.  

In terms of access, currently now the Bermuda 
National Library has free internet access for persons 
who wish to come and utilise. So those can be used as 
well. But I do know in other conversations we are hav-
ing about using post offices and different stuff, but that 
will be subject to further statements later on in the year. 

The Speaker: [Microphone off] 

QUESTION 2: GOVERNMENT’S NEW PORTAL, 
LAUNCH OF 

Ms. Robin Tucker: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
have a second question. Thank you to the Minister for 
that answer.  

My second question is, I am always concerned 
about cybersecurity. So, I do know the Minister did 
mention that he has an excellent team that has worked 
on the portal. I would like to know, though, if an inde-
pendent pen[etration] test has been conducted, and if 
so, how often will they be conducted?  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Again, thank you for that 
question. I don't have that data in front of me, but I do 
know those tests do take place, and I can endeavour to 
find out that information for you. 

The Speaker: [Microphone off] 

Ms. Robin Tucker: Thank you. I would welcome the 
response. Thank you. 

Third question. 
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QUESTION 3: GOVERNMENT’S NEW PORTAL, 
LAUNCH OF 

 
Ms. Robin Tucker: Third question has to do with ac-
cessibility standards. So, again, I thought it was great 
that the Minister did speak about the system being ac-
cessible.  

I would like to just know whether the accessi-
bility that the Minister spoke about meets the Web Con-
tent Accessibility Guidelines [WCAG] 2.0. So those are 
guidelines to ensure that people with disabilities, in-
cluding those with visual, auditory, cognitive, and motor 
impairments, are able to access.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Again, a very topical ques-
tion. I did speak to accessibility. I do not have the data 
to reply to that response. And I do request that the 
Member send me an email offline, and I will endeavour 
to answer those questions for her forthwith. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Ms. Robin Tucker: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I will 
email him. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: [Microphone off] 
 
QUESTION 1: NATIONAL ELECTRICITY SECTOR 
POLICY, CONSULTATIVE DRAFT, UPDATE ON 

 
Mr. Dwayne Robinson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

My first question is, Can the Honourable Minis-
ter please provide a brief timetable as to when she an-
ticipates that these reforms will come before this Hon-
ourable House for the National Electricity Policy? 
 
The Speaker: [Microphone off] 
 
Hon. Alexa Lightbourne: I thank the Honourable 
Member for his question.  

So, the National Electricity Sector Policy will 
continue its consultation and end on the 21st of May. 
The Ministry will review the responses from both the 
public and the sectoral stakeholders, and then it be-
comes tabled in the House. 

Following the tabling of the policy, that is then 
for the regulator to steward the implementation and use 
it to inform any future IRP planning, generation plan-
ning, et cetera. 
 
The Speaker: [Microphone off] 
 
Mr. Dwayne Robinson: Second question. 
 
The Speaker: [Microphone off] 
 

QUESTION 2: NATIONAL ELECTRICITY SECTOR 
POLICY, CONSULTATIVE DRAFT, UPDATE ON 

 
Mr. Dwayne Robinson: Previously, the Government 
had made a pledge towards renewables and has now 
moved away from that pledge. I just wanted to ask 
whether or not LNG will now be considered in the po-
tential National Electricity Policy now that the renewa-
ble timetables have been moved away from. 

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: [Microphone off] 
 
Hon. Alexa Lightbourne: The National Electricity Sec-
tor Policy takes a technology agnostic approach. It is 
prioritising the consumer, affordability, reliability, and 
ensuring that we do have implementation of and de-
ployment of technology that we know is viable in our 
context. We know we don't have to commission more 
studies that cost money to both the regulator, the utility, 
the department to review and refine because each of 
these surveys, each of these assessments cost more 
money to the average Bermudian. And so what we are 
trying to mitigate is focusing on affordability. So, the 
cost and specifically looking at LNG, the extent to which 
the research and the further cost will increase, that is 
what the priority has been shifted away from. 
 
The Speaker: [Microphone off] 
 
Mr. Dwayne Robinson: Supplemental.  
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Dwayne Robinson: The reason that I brought up 
LNG and I guess my question would be . . . now be-
cause the infrastructure was built previously for LNG 
and because of the push for renewables it was pivoted 
away from, it was flagged as a potential cost saver for 
Bermudian households. So, I just would like to ask the 
Minister, could she endeavour to bring back to this Hon-
ourable House the potential of pursuing that particular 
energy source and research that has been conducted 
about it? 

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: [Microphone off] 
 
Hon. Alexa Lightbourne: I thank the Honourable 
Member for his question again. I think it is a topical one 
and I will certainly bring information that has been 
brought to the attention of the department and the Min-
istry to the House and share it with him. 

What I do know is that there was a private en-
tity decision. It just so happens to be our incumbent util-
ity that made a decision regarding the investment in 
technology, which was a dual fuel engine. But what 
shouldn't be ignored is the fact that for every purchase 
of technology there is also infrastructure, piping, 
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regasification that is required and not currently de-
ployed. So, there is a portion of it that would suggest 
that it is eligible for LNG. However, the conversion is a 
year, there's infrastructure, piping. We already have the 
Honourable Minister of Public Works diligently working 
on our roads. And so, we are talking about unpacking 
roads and creating further pipelines to facilitate LNG, 
which is a costly enterprise. 

So, while there may be specific private enter-
prise decisions that make it costly to run, there is public 
. . . and the ratepayer and the general public's pocket 
that we are trying to preserve. 
 
The Speaker: [Microphone off] 
 
Mr. Dwayne Robinson: Third question, Mr. Speaker. 
 
QUESTION 3: NATIONAL ELECTRICITY SECTOR 
POLICY, CONSULTATIVE DRAFT, UPDATE ON 

 
Mr. Dwayne Robinson: Given the push for the afford-
ability that I support as well with the Minister's priority 
on making energy more affordable for Bermudians, my 
question is, Has the National Electricity Policy taken 
into account the effect of [fewer] customers utilising 
electricity in our Island and how that will impact costs 
going forward? 
 
The Speaker: [Microphone off] 
 
Hon. Alexa Lightbourne: Thank you . . . I . . . sorry. 
Thank you. 

I definitely want to address a point that I also 
included in my Ministerial Statement and talked about 
the ministerial directive, which is actually also included 
in the contents of the Statement and the contents of the 
National Electricity Sector Policy (NESP). And that in-
cludes being able to explore models that would ensure 
that there are fair pricing structures to identify cost-sav-
ing opportunities. So, that looks at the way in which our 
current model is priced, Mr. Speaker, and also looks at 
the way in which further customers can be fairly dis-
persed [in] the pricing that it costs for electricity gener-
ation. 
 
The Speaker: [Microphone off] 
 
Mr. Dwayne Robinson: No, thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: [Microphone off] 
 
Mr. Dwayne Robinson: No, Mr. Speaker, I think it was 
covered in the parliamentary question. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: [Microphone off] 
 
QUESTION 1: MEDICAL CANNABIS FRAMEWORK 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

This is a great Statement. I was glad to hear 
what the Minister had brought forward. 
 
An Hon. Member: He said declare your interest. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Declare my interest? 
 
[Laughter] 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Oh, my goodness. 
 
[Laughter and inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Whoo! 
 
The Speaker: [Microphone off] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, yes, yes. I said it was 
a good Statement. I must have been partaking. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, the question was for 
the doctors. He mentioned doctors and pharmacists. Is 
there a specific licence that will be required outside of 
their medical licence to be able to dispense these phar-
maceuticals? 
 
The Speaker: [Microphone off] 
 
Hon. Michael A. Weeks: Mr. Speaker, thank you for 
that question from the Honourable Member, but I did 
have in my Statement that no additional licences will be 
needed by medical practitioners.  
 
The Speaker: You just have to be a registered doctor 
or pharmacist. 
 
Hon. Michael A. Weeks: You just have to be a regis-
tered doctor or pharmacist, yes. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, that was the part that 
was missing, because there's a lot of doctors, right? So, 
we can say doctors, but it didn't say medical doctor or 
anything. Because you have got doctors in all kinds of 
alternative medicine and the likes. And I am not sure if 
that's going to be included. That's why I was asking the 
question.  
 
An Hon. Member: Dr. DeCouto. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: So, maybe if the Minister 
knows that. 
 
An Hon. Member: You want to make sure Dr. De-
Couto— 
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An Hon. Member: Dr. DeCouto— 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, yes, yes, yes. Or that 
a naturalist can just go ahead and do it as well, because 
that's part of the problem that we are having, right? So, 
the other part is in— 
 
An Hon. Member: Natural doctors. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, yes. That is what I 
wanted to clarify. So, the other part is that the mix— 
 
[Timer chimes] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Time?  
 
The Speaker: For those listening, that takes up the 60-
minute allotment for questions this morning. 

So, we have to conclude here, even though we 
hadn't got through all the questions that were listed on 
the Order Paper . . . or that Members wanted to put to 
the Statements. But time determines when that period 
ends. It is now the end of that 60-minute period.  

We have about two minutes left on the clock 
before we were to rise for the reset . . . for the lunch 
period. 

Premier, I am going to ask that we rise now and 
take that extra two minutes now, unless there are any 
objections.  

Any objections? No. 
Premier. 

 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I move that this Hon-
ourable House do now adjourn for lunch and return at 
2:00 pm.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you 

I already asked if there were no objections to 
us rising. So, we now rise for the lunch period and will 
return at 2:00 pm. 

Members, the House now stands adjourned 
until 2:00 pm. 
 
[Gavel] 
 

Proceedings suspended at 12:28 pm 
 

Proceedings resumed at 2:08 pm 
 

[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
The Speaker: Good afternoon, everyone. I trust we all 
had a nice lunch break, and now we can resume busi-
ness today. So, the House is now in session.  
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: When we stopped this morning . . . 
When we stopped this morning, we had the completed 

the question-and-answer period. So now [we will move 
on.] 
 
CONGRATULATORY AND/OR OBITUARY 

SPEECHES 
 
The Speaker: Does any Member wish . . .  

MP Swan, I see you jumped up real quick down 
there.  
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Yes, sir. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead. You have your three 
minutes. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Thank you, sir.  

It is with deep sadness that I rise to offer con-
dolences to the family of the late Florence (Flo) Gib-
bons from Mullet Bay [Road], St. George’s, my dear 
friend. Mr. Speaker, when you come into St. George’s, 
you will see the colourful bottles, blue and blue, always 
decorated, someone sitting in the yard . . . they are hail-
ing folks, always accommodating. The matriarch of the 
family passed away. I lost a friend. And I am very sad-
dened that I was overseas when they funeralised her. I 
was able to write a tribute, but I wanted to rise and lend 
my voice in this House to let folks know that one of our 
dear . . . my dear constituent and friend passed away. 
She kept her family as a tight-knit unit and was embrac-
ing to me and involved me in events that let me know 
what was going on with the family. I always was appre-
ciative of her throughout my years of being involved in 
politics in the East End.  

On a happier note, Ms. Leona Thompson, who 
was once in constituency 2, who now lives in constitu-
ency 1, at the rest home there, celebrated 109 years of 
being on this earth and still being very lucid indeed. I 
know I can associate the Member from constituency 1 
with congratulations to her. I have a very nice picture of 
her and her great niece Janice, the great golfer Robin-
son—she was when we were young juniors from the 
Robinson family of St. George’s. And also Mr. Scott 
Stallard, who she virtually raised, is always very close 
knit to that family as well—all from St. George's.  

And I had the honour of being invited to the 
90th birthday of my dear friend, Winslow Wayne Scott, 
Bronky Minors, a well-known person in the horse trade, 
certainly known for the many shows he entered and the 
awards he won in the equestrian arena. And his grand-
children have gone on to carry that forward as well.  

And finally, I would like a commendation given 
to Lodge St. George 200 on the Grand Royal of Scot-
land. I have witnessed these young brethren take and 
modernise the Peppercorn Ceremony to it becoming an 
international cultural event.  
 
[Timer chimes]  
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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The Speaker: Thank you.  
Would any other Member [like to make a con-

tribution]?  
MP Lister. 

 
Mr. Dennis Lister III: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good afternoon. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Mr. Dennis Lister III: I mean good afternoon, Mr. 
Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker it has been some time since we 
sat in this House, so I do have a number of condo-
lences and congratulatory remarks to be made. So 
please bear with me as I try not to speed through them. 

Mr. Speaker, I do want to send condolences to 
the family of a constituent of mine, Mr. John James Al-
bert Van-Lowe. I associate MP Weeks, MP DeCouto, 
and MP Richardson. He was a long-time servant in the 
Bermuda Regiment.  

Also, Mr. Speaker, I would like to send condo-
lences to the family of Mr. Floyd Forth, Jr. I knew him 
from— 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Associate me, too. 
 
Mr. Dennis Lister III: I associate MP Kim . . . I will as-
sociate the whole House. 

I knew him from around the Somerset commu-
nity and in my early years of serving on the Somerset 
Cricket Club management. He also served on there.  

I also like to send condolences to the family of 
Ms. Linda Hodgson. I knew her for many years working 
at Butterfield Bank and was very saddened to hear that 
she had passed. 

 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. Dennis Lister III: I associate the whole House also.  

Mr. Speaker, [I would] also like to send condo-
lences [regarding] a friend of mine, Shauntia Zuill. I am 
very shocked to hear of her passing. She was a young 
person just a few years older than me. I was very 
shocked to find out that she passed. I want to send con-
dolences to her family.  

And then lastly to a relative of ours, Mr. Erskine 
“Johnny” Binns. I associate MP Tyrrell. He is his con-
stituent, but he is our family member.  

So again, to all these families I would like to 
send condolences. It is always sad to lose a family 
member no matter what age or circumstance.  

Mr. Speaker, on a lighter note I would like to 
recognise two constituents. A constituent of mine who 
races powerboats, Mr. David Selley, along with Mr. Ste-
ven Bridges. They finished first place in their maiden 
victory of professional powerboat racing in St. 

Petersburg's Powerboat Grand Prix back in March. So, 
congratulations to them. 

Also, to young Mr. Miles Outerbridge who rep-
resented Bermuda well in the CARIFTA Games, who 
won first place in the Under-20, 100 metres, setting a 
new record. And then he won second . . . I will associ-
ate the whole House. And then he won second place in 
the Under-20, 200 metres. So again, these are Bermu-
dians representing Bermuda well, punching above their 
weight on an international stage.  

And lastly, Mr. Speaker, talking about an inter-
national stage, I would like to send congratulations to 
the producers—and you included—of the Clyde Best 
documentary. Clyde Best, his name—  
 
[Desk thumping]  
 
Mr. Dennis Lister III: —and I associate the whole 
House. His name is synonymous with professional foot-
ball in the UK by being the first Black professional foot-
ball player. And coming from a small Island, Bermuda, 
we should be proud that we produced a person of that 
stature. And again, congratulations to the producers of 
that documentary and again to Mr. Clyde Best. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you.  

Does any other Member wish to make a contri-
bution at this time?  

MP Richardson.  
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

I rise and echo my honourable colleague’s con-
dolences to Sergeant Major Van-Lowe's family. And I 
would be remiss if I did not contribute to his condo-
lences. Sergeant Major Van-Lowe was quite a remark-
able man. I remember my daddy was in band, and so 
he spent a lot of time up camp, so to speak. He was 
always one of the uncles (as it were) for us young men 
up Warwick camp. And later on when it became my turn 
to serve and others—all of our turns to serve—he then 
became more of a mentor. But Sergeant Major Van-
Lowe was not known for holding his tongue. So you 
were always well apprised of what he thought of you 
and your contributions at that time. Sergeant Major 
Van-Lowe had more than a few meetings with me. He 
was good friends with my father, and I will miss him in-
credibly.  

One of the funny parts of coming to know 
someone in the Regiment, Mr. Speaker, is you rarely 
know someone's first name, and so I did not know Ser-
geant Major's first name was James. And then I did . . . 
Then I learned at his funeral that it is John. But Ser-
geant Major Van-Lowe will be missed in the clarinet 
section. He was born a boy, raised a man, but forged a 
soldier, and he will be missed amongst us who had the 
pleasure to serve.  

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you.  
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Is there any other Member . . . Minister Rabain. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
send condolences to the family of Mr. Harold Minors— 
 
The Speaker: Oh, yes.  
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: —who has recently passed, 
and I would like to associate the entire House. If people 
knew Harold from the [Pembroke] Youth Centre, which 
is where I knew him, I worked with Harold. It shows a 
testament to his longevity. I worked with Harold at the 
Youth Centre when I was, I believe, 15 and 16. And 
even so many years later I would see him, he would still 
be as joyful and just friendly as ever. So many of our 
young people have come through that Youth Centre in 
the last 40 years since I worked there, and all of them 
virtually would say, I knew Harold. I remember having 
a conversation with one of the young people who were 
there when I was a counsellor and I said, Well, did you 
hear that Harold passed? And they were like just dev-
astated 

So, I am looking forward to his celebration of 
life on Saturday. I have been told that there will be a 
block party on Angle Street where they will block off the 
street and allow a party to come out of that building. I 
do hope that there is some consideration of [memorial-
ising] him in some tangible way perhaps naming part of 
the Youth Centre, and the like, because of the impact 
that he did make in the lives of so many young Bermu-
dians that came through the Youth Centre as a place 
where they could go and seek advice, hang out for the 
summers, hang out after school, and have strong fig-
ures, and in this case, a strong Black male figure that 
they can look up to, Mr. Speaker. And again, I see as-
sociation. I did say associate the whole House. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: I did say associate the whole 
House with those condolences, Mr. Speaker.  

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you.  

MP Pearman, would you like your three 
minutes? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
good afternoon.  
 
The Speaker: Good afternoon. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: My colleague, MP Richardson, 
just observed how in the Regiment you never know 
someone's first name. Well, it is really not until you see 
the obituary that you might learn someone's middle 
name, and I stand today for Mr. Floyd Forth, Jr. whose 
middle [sic] name (as I did not know) was Eustace. No 
one called him Eustace. He was a prominent member 

of the One Bermuda Alliance. He was in our caucus. 
He was a regular attender. He drove taxi. And he was 
a charming man who was always friendly, always had 
a smile on his face, offered his opinions, someone . . . 
I am . . . I think I am hearing . . . Was that MP Swan? 
Associate? Yes, MP Swan. I thought I heard . . . Yes. 
And indeed, I would just like to recognise him and his 
passing. As I was about to say, he always had a smile 
on his face. He always had an opinion, but he offered it 
lightly and jovially and was a lovely, lovely man. And I 
know we will miss him. And I will associate MP Swan 
per his request.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you.  

Does any other Member wish to make a contri-
bution?  

MP King. You are a little slow there.  
 
Mr. Robert King: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and Mem-
bers of the Honourable House, and the listening public.  

I wish to extend condolences to the family of 
Mr. Nathaniel Holder of East Point Lane who passed 
earlier this month, and my thoughts and prayers are 
with the family at this difficult time.  

On a lighter note, Ralph Scott, Jr., the young 
Bermudian basketball player, is graduating from high 
school and in September will be going to the University 
of Tennessee to play college basketball and potentially 
have a future career in the NBA. So, congratulations go 
out to Ralph Scott, Jr., and his family.  

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP.  

Minister, you jumped pretty quickly that time. 
You have your three minutes. 
 
Hon. Alexa Lightbourne: Good morning. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, all right. 
 
Hon. Alexa Lightbourne: I am learning. I am learning. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

I just wanted to rise and give nod and celebrate 
the occurrence of the Delta Days, and the attendance 
of those who attended the Gallery this morning, and 
also those who are present this afternoon, noting and 
recognising that [I] do not often wish or adorn or come 
to Parliament in red, but I do honour the work, the civic 
action,— 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. Alexa Lightbourne: —that day in and day out 
they do by way of the Delta GEMS initiatives that they 
have, by way of the [Delta] Pantry that they also have. 
So, Delta GEMS is around mentorship. The Pantry 
gives funds to those who are in need. And so I do want 
to celebrate their efforts. Bermuda Delta Days at 
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Parliament actually mirrors a US-based Delta Days UN 
and Delta Days at the national capital, which is in 
[Washington] DC. And so I wanted to honour their ef-
forts to engage in both understanding the parliamentary 
procedure, parliamentary process, and also how we as 
parliamentarians conduct ourselves here in the House. 
And so, I want to give credence to their efforts and give 
them a nod and shout out today.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister.  

Minister Weeks, you have your three minutes. 
 
Hon. Michael A. Weeks: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Good afternoon to you.  

I would like to start off by saying I would like to 
be associated with the remarks for Harold Minors. I was 
one of those Pembroke youth that was raised around 
the Pembroke Youth Centre, so I remember when Har-
old was there with the patriarch Sammy Wilson. Harold 
played a pivotal role in a lot of our lives when he was 
working at the Pembroke Youth Centre. So, my heart 
and prayers go out to his wife, Carmen, and his chil-
dren. 

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to be associated 
with remarks for James Van-Lowe. I cannot remember 
his Regiment title, but along with the MP from [constit-
uency] 3, we all went to [The] Berkeley [Institute] to-
gether. We all were schoolmates. So, what you guys 
saw as a man in the Regiment, we had the pleasure of 
seeing him as a little teenager at Berkeley. And trust 
me; he did not change. He was that same person that 
you guys met in the Regiment. That is who we knew as 
a fellow Berkeleyite. So, my thoughts and prayers go to 
his family from mine. 

And on a lighter note, I would like to be associ-
ated with remarks for Delta. I am . . . I have the privilege 
of being married to one of the illustrious Delta GEMS. 
They think they are called— 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes. 
 
Hon. Michael A. Weeks: —and— 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter]  
 
Hon. Michael A. Weeks: —I . . . So she’s not a gem? 
So, mine is a gem. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Hon. Michael A. Weeks: Yes, yes. Let's be clear. Yes, 
all right. So . . . so . . . Let me be clear, Mr. Speaker— 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Hon. Michael A. Weeks: Let me be clear. However, 
they may . . . It may be mentioned other ways, but to 
me— 

An Hon. Member: She is a gem. 
 
Hon. Michael A. Weeks: —she is a . . . she is a gem. 
 
An Hon. Member: All right! 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Michael A. Weeks: All right. So, having said 
that— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Michael A. Weeks: —I will take my seat.  
 
[Laughter]  
 
The Speaker: Hey, hey, I know you like peace in your 
house when you go home. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
The Speaker: All right. There you go.  
 Opposition Whip. 
  
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you. Thank you and 
good afternoon, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: On condolences, we have 
lost two cricketers actually. I spent a lot of time playing 
cricket with them. One will be probably a shock to eve-
ryone and that is Ken Pitcher, a Cup Match player, 
who— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, yes, yes, yes, . . . Just, 
yes . . . Just lost him. 

And I can remember, typically when they bring 
out a different ball once lost . . . you know, they bring 
out a selection for you to pick. And this time I was play-
ing against Ken and I was third bat up. He was still 
opening, and he picked . . . Well, let me just say this 
here. He clean bowled me. And I take pride in not get-
ting clean bowled. 

 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: You can catch me out. 
Come to find out— 
 
The Speaker: The right ball. Right ball. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: —when we took a break . . . 
when we took a break, he was using an illegal ball.  
 
[Laughter] 
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The Speaker: He knew how to get you. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: The ball that you train with 
for swings— 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: —is the ball that he was us-
ing. And nobody could figure out what was going on. 
But anyhow, to his family, . . . his . . . and to his sister, 
Darlene, condolences to the Pitcher family. You know, 
he was . . . He was a great . . . He was very impactful 
in the arena of cricket, and so it is sad to see at such a 
young age that he has moved on. 

And I associate myself with Harold. I played a 
lot of cricket with Harold Minors, coming on, and I used 
to go to the centre as well with him to play ping-pong. I 
did not know that he was a pretty good ping-pong 
player. And so, we East End guys used to come up— 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Oh yes. We used to come 
up and play against him a lot, but he was also . . . A 
funny story with him in cricket was he was opening bat 
. . . [He was] strong as an ox, too. This guy was strong. 
But his motto was, You either get me, or I am gonna 
get you. And it was all swing. There . . . There was no 
forward. I’m gonna control this and contain this. It was 
swing. And when he hit you, it went from Devonshire to 
St. David's, the ball. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: So again, this is . . . This is 
. . . This is just a great guy in the community that we 
have all had an opportunity to embrace and to be a part 
of. So, it really is sad to the family. You know, condo-
lences certainly go out, as the Honourable Minister al-
ready gave, [from] the whole House to lose such com-
munity-centred people who made a difference in a lot 
of lives, Mr. Speaker.  

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 

I am off from one Whip to the other Whip. How 
is that?  
 
[Laughter and inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: You messed him up. He cannot even get 
the microphone on now. 
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: All right. It’s on now. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. And thank you for elevating me there. 
Thank you. Good afternoon, colleagues. 

Mr. Speaker, having already been associated 
with some of the obituaries that I heard. I do want to 
say something little about three of them, having had 

connection with them in the past. The first one was 
Johnny Binns. Johnny Binns was actually one of my 
constituents. Johnny had a funny personality if any of 
you knew him. 
 
The Speaker: Yes.  
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: And when I have my— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: I will associate you, Minister Ra-
bain. 

When I had my monthly . . . When I had my 
monthly clinics, [the] first Saturday of every month 
down at the Warwick Post Office, he would always 
come down—always. If no one else came, I could al-
ways count on Johnny being there. And we would have 
a joyous two hours sitting there just chatting, because 
he had stories. He had some real stories. So, I really 
want to send my condolences to his family. 

The second one was Sergeant Van-Lowe who 
was actually in the Regiment around the same time—
well, my son was in the Regiment, supposed to be 
around the same time that he was. And that is how I got 
to meet him because he always was telling me about 
things that my son did in the Regiment, and I always 
found him to be a very, very gentle man. And I used to 
see him when he came to visit his family in my constit-
uency. 

And the third one is Mr. Harold Minors. I have 
to say something about him. I lived right next door to 
the Pembroke Youth Centre on Angle Street, and he 
was the first person who showed me table tennis skills. 
You can call it ping-pong if you like, but it is table tennis. 
And I tried to . . . I tried to emulate him, but there was 
no way that I could emulate him. But he was a definitely 
a great male figure on . . . [in] the Angle Street area. All 
the guys who lived on Union Street, Princess Street—
we all went out to the Youth Centre and came into con-
tact with either him or Mr. Sammy Wilson, who has also 
passed as well. 

But on a happier note, Mr. Speaker, we always 
hear bad things about young people here in Bermuda. 
I do not think enough of their good things are published 
or talked about, and I have three examples here that 
tell me that Bermuda is in safe hands. And I want to 
start off by sending congratulations to Mr. Jediah Cum-
bermack, who is the great nephew of one of my constit-
uents. He is a cycle . . . a cycle power . . . power cycle 
rider, and he actually secured a podium spot in the Brit-
ish Superbike Championship recently. So, I just wanted 
to congratulate him.  

The next one I would like to congratulate is 
Anais Godfrey. He is the son of one of my constituents, 
Alaire and Andre Godfrey on Warwick Lane. And he 
has graduated with a BA in music technology but now 
wants to go on to— 
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[Timer chimes] 
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: That cannot be for me Mr. 
Speaker. Three minutes already?  
 
The Speaker: Yes, sir.  
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: Wow. Okay.  
 
The Speaker: You got a big . . . You got a big note in 
front of you.  
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: Well, I will finish up next week. 
Don’t worry. Thank you.  
 
The Speaker: Okay. Thank you. 

I am going to lay this first. 
 

[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: MP Tucker, you have the floor. 
 
Ms. Robin Tucker: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

First of all, I just would like to say I attended the 
SailGP event on Sunday, and I thought it was abso-
lutely fantastic. So— 
 
[Desk thumping]  
 
Ms. Robin Tucker: —again, thank you to all the organ-
isers. It was great; good coverage for Bermuda.  

Second is I would like to congratulate every-
one, every group, department, [and] Ministry that has 
been involved in the Youth Mental Health Week, which 
is this week. And today is the last day for that.  
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Ms. Robin Tucker: Okay. I would like to associate Min-
ister Owen Darrell who is waving his green tie at me 
[that] he has worn in honour of Youth Mental Health 
Week this week. And— 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Ms. Robin Tucker: Oh. I would associate everyone in 
the room.  
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter]  
 
Ms. Robin Tucker: So— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Ms. Robin Tucker: —Okay. 
 
[Laughter]  
 

Ms. Robin Tucker: So, I am associating the whole 
House, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right.  
 
Ms. Robin Tucker: The second, . . . The two things 
that I want to mention in relation to Youth Mental Health 
Week is that I had the opportunity to attend two events 
that they held. One was the . . . There was a debate 
that the young people had and the motion (interestingly 
enough) was “This House believes that a child's right to 
privacy when accessing health services outweighs a 
parent's right to be informed.” The debate was abso-
lutely awesome. And so, it really highlighted the depth 
of study and a preparedness that our young people had 
to have to actually have this debate. It was hosted by 
the Mirrors [programme] under the Department of Child 
and Family Services, and led by the Ministry of Youth, 
Social Development and Seniors and in partnership 
with the Youth Advisory Board. It was an excellent, ex-
cellent debate.  

I just want to quickly name off the participants. 
So, the acting speaker for the for the debate was Chris-
topher Jackson [and] Levi Masters. I may be mispro-
nouncing these names, so if they ever hear this, please 
forgive me. Narayan Mangar, Aiden Herrick, Kylen 
Richards, Joy Yammine, Danette Davis, [and] Amira 
Trump. And the two teams were the Proposition and 
the Opposition teams, which . . . as I said, the debate 
was really, really good.  

And then last night I was able to attend a parent 
panel discussion on raising resilient teens that was 
hosted by Bermuda Is Love at BUEI [Bermuda Under-
water Exploration Institute]. And again, what that did 
was provide parents and caregivers with tools to help 
their teens that might be, you know, dealing with some 
mental health challenges. So again, [it was a] fantastic 
week of events, and congratulations to everyone in-
volved.  

Thank you. 
 

[Desk thumping]  
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 

MP DeCouto, would you like your three 
minutes?  

 
Dr. Douglas DeCouto: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I would like 
my three minutes. 

I would like to send good luck. We have a team 
of young sailors and the Bermuda Optimist Dinghy As-
sociation travelling to Halifax this weekend to take part 
in the [Optimist] North American Championships. So, I 
hope that they do not get too cold up there and that they 
have a good experience and represent the Island well.  
 
An Hon. Member: It’s warmer than here. 
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Dr. Douglas DeCouto: Well, it may be. It may be 
warmer there.  

The other thing is, I tend to walk a lot on the 
eastern end of Reid Street, and some of you will prob-
ably notice there has been a lot of construction there 
on the sidewalk. Sometimes we can think that the side-
walk just, you know . . . magically shows up. It just gets 
built. But if you sort of pay attention to it, you can see 
there is quite a lot of thought and detail that gets put 
into it and quite a lot of craftsmanship. And I— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Dr. Douglas DeCouto: —and I think it is important that 
we do . . . You know, sometimes, Mr. Speaker, we . . . 
We always speak about the lofty topics here, but I just 
wanted to put a celebration and a thank you to the 
craftsmen and the workers of the City of Hamilton for 
the excellence that they bring to creating a piece of in-
frastructure that will probably be there for hopefully an-
other 100 years that many, many Bermudians—and 
many in this room I know enjoy the facilities in Hamil-
ton—will use without even thinking, as they pass over 
with their feet, [about] the skills and the work that went 
into it. And I know we talk a lot in this House about la-
bour shortages and da, da, da, da, dah, but I just want 
to say sometimes you just have to take some enjoy-
ment in the little things that you see—or not-so-little 
things—and appreciate the work and care and skills 
that went into it. And I want to thank them for bringing 
those skills to the piece of infrastructure we use every 
day. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 

Does any other Member . . . Minister Darrell, 
you have your three minutes. 
 
Hon. Owen Darrell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, I would like to take the oppor-
tunity during my three minutes to congratulate one of 
Bermuda's premier filmmakers, and that is Mr. Milton 
Raposo of Method Media. He has completed a docu-
mentary commissioned by the Department of Culture 
on Ms. Ruth E. Thomas, MBE. I have had the oppor-
tunity, Mr. Speaker, to have a sneak peek of this docu-
mentary, and I must say it is a touching tribute that will 
be premiered over the weekend. And it will be launched 
for the broader public to see next week—obviously a 
fitting time to do this as we are in Heritage Month and 
we are in the lead next week to Bermuda Day. This is 
an incredible feat for Mr. Raposo and it is one of those 
films that will continue to preserve our cultural tradi-
tions.  

And as we know, Mr. Speaker, I just want to 
say a little bit about (and not to give away) Ms. Ruth 
Thomas, MBE. She was known as a tireless warrior for 
culture. She was a Berkeleyite. I have to put that in 
there because she does say that The Berkeley was a 

school that had the greatest influence on the direction 
that her life would take. And Ms. Thomas, you know . . . 
cultural roots still run deep into our society. She was 
Bermuda's first cultural department head, and our cur-
rent director of culture, Ms. Carlita Lodge, worked un-
der Ms. Ruth Thomas as an apprentice. And she cred-
its the current cultural apprenticeship programme that 
we have where many individuals have their culture so 
we can preserve it . . . and getting that idea from Ms. 
Ruth Thomas.  

So, as we lead up to our holiday, I want to once 
again congratulate Milton, and I want to say that every-
one should view this film next week when it becomes 
available because as we all know Ms. Ruth Thomas 
worked “For the Culture.”  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you.  

MP Linda Smith.  
 
Ms. Linda Smith: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

I wanted to extend condolences to the family of 
Earl Leader who passed away this week after a long 
illness. Earl was known as a great tennis player. He 
was the tennis pro at the Southampton Princess, and I 
have gotten to know him a lot over many years of play-
ing tennis at the Southampton Princess. He would give 
me tips from time to time. They never really sunk in, 
and I was never particularly great— 
 
An Hon. Member: Associate the House.  
 
Ms. Linda Smith: Associate the House? Yes, I will as-
sociate the House with that. 

But he always made me feel better about my 
tennis game than I deserved, for sure. And he was also 
a very talented musician. He would play many times at 
the Southampton Princess and in other venues. A very 
talented, kind, genuine man—he will be missed by 
many. 

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you.  

Does any other . . . MP Dill. 
 
Rev. Dr. Emilygail A. Dill: Good afternoon. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker, and to the Members of this House and the 
listening audience.  

I would like to first of all start by extending con-
dolences to the family of Darlene Bascome Emery. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Rev. Dr. Emilygail A. Dill: I would like to associate MP 
Kim Swan and MP Robin Tucker— 
 
The Speaker: [INAUDIBLE]  
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Rev. Dr. Emilygail A. Dill: —as well as the Premier 
and MP Diallo Rabain, Minister Rabain. 

I would like to say that Darlene, she was an 
amazing lady. She was a long-time lecturer at the Ber-
muda College in the Department of Business Studies, 
and she was also a charter member of the first and fin-
est sorority, the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorpo-
rated— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Rev. Dr. Emilygail A. Dill: —which I had the pleasure 
of joining with 23 other women to be charter members 
of that organisation. She also . . . one of the things that 
she did just last year, Darlene, she . . . I have a member 
who happens to be in the long-term care unit in the hos-
pital, and all of a sudden I started receiving emails. 
There were all sorts of wonderful things happening, and 
I was wondering what was going on behind the scenes. 
And it was because Darlene had stepped forward. She 
had become the secretary of the Patient and Family 
Advisory Council, and she had wonderful ideas. Up un-
til the time she took sick in late February, she just gave 
excellent service to that department of the hospital. And 
we just thank her for her life and certainly give our con-
dolences to her children and our love to them. Thank 
you very much. 

I would also like to take this opportunity right 
now and give commendation to Reverend Cyril Sim-
mons and his wife Sister Regina Simmons who led in 
the National Day of Prayer, which took place on May 7. 
And I will associate the entire House with that. We 
would like to thank the Members of the House who 
were a part of that initiative because certainly the Bible 
tells us that “blessed is the nation whose God is the 
Lord.” The day began with a proclamation from the 
Premier, which was read by the Speaker of the House, 
and we thank him for his presence there. And we cer-
tainly encourage all of us to commend them on the work 
that they have done and let us continue as a community 
to pray without ceasing. 

Last and not least, I would like to give commen-
dation to the Community Restoration Group under the 
leadership of Ms. Von-Rica [Dickenson]—  
 
[Timer chimes]  
 
Rev. Dr. Emilygail A. Dill: Next time. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you.  

Does any other Member wish to . . . Opposition 
Leader. You have your three minutes on the clock. 
 
Hon. Ben Smith: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, I would like to give condolences 
to the family of Charles Ambrose Johnson known as 
“Mickey” Johnson. He passed away earlier this week. 
He was the oldest . . . [I] associate MP Swan. Also, [I] 
associate the Minister of [Tourism and Transport, 

Culture and] Sport. He was the oldest living Olympian. 
He competed for Bermuda in 1952. And I want to send 
condolences to his family because I know that they are 
grieving at this time. It is always important for us to 
make sure that we are giving the messages for some-
body who had represented Bermuda on the highest 
stage. So, condolences to the family.  

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Does any other Member wish to make a 
contribution at this time?  

MP Simmons. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter]  
 
The Speaker: Very good timing. Look at that! 
 
Mr. Scott Simmons: Good afternoon, colleagues. How 
are you this afternoon?  

Mr. Speaker, I rise in this House and ask that I 
be associated with comments that have already been 
made as it relates to the passing of, first of all, Mr. Floyd 
Forth. Floyd was a good friend of mine. Mr. Speaker, 
what does occur is that many times when individuals 
are associated with individual political parties, we tend 
to not want to be seen with them, or we try to limit the 
time that we spend with them. But Floyd enjoyed both 
sides of the political divide. He was unselfish in his 
view, and we appreciate him for the man that he was 
and for the way that he conducted his affairs. And so, 
we are all the better for it [because of] him.  

And also, Mr. Speaker, I want to mention, I be-
lieve it is Mr. Manfred Focke, [Sr.] in his passing more 
recently. I just wanted to speak to his family and let 
them know that we are thinking of them, that we care 
about them, and that we love them. The loss of a loved 
one is a serious matter, and it really helps when indi-
viduals support them in that effort.  

And I ask to be associated with another one 
that I did hear. And I do believe we have already been 
put into the House. 

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Simmons.  

Does any other Member wish to make a contri-
bution at this time?  

Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, I wish to associate myself with 
condolences offered by the Honourable Member for 
constituency 28, the Junior Minister of Justice, to the 
late Linda May Hodgson and of course the mother of 
one of my constituents, Mr. Lloyd Smith, the President 
of the Bermuda Cricket Board.  

I would also like to associate myself, Mr. 
Speaker, with the condolences that were also offered 
to the family of the late Floyd Forth. Despite the fact 
that on clearly different political sides, a split-mixed 
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family, someone who I think the Honourable Member 
[who] just took his seat [said] was unselfish in sharing 
his particular views on a particular topic . . .  

Mr. Speaker, also on a sad note, I would like to 
ask that a letter of condolence be sent to the family of 
the late Rudolph Edwin Lawrence.  
 
The Speaker: Hmm. I didn’t know. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Yes. Oh, you do not know? 
Rudy—yes, he passed. One of my constituents 
passed, I want to say, late last month, and he was with-
out question a constituent who for me was very unself-
ish in giving me his views anytime when I went to go 
canvass his house. But he was a former cricketer, 
played an instrumental role coming out of Flatts, but 
also on the Bermuda Cricket Board of Control as it was 
known back at the time, serving as vice president, a 
former prison officer. And in addition to that, not only 
was he known for his sporting endeavours, but he also 
gave back to the young people of this community. And 
his connection in the founding of the Mirrors pro-
gramme out of the time when I think you were certainly 
Minister and probably instrumental in those particular 
items, Mr. Speaker, is an important part of his legacy. 
And that programme has helped many young Bermudi-
ans with direction, discipline, and [to] go on a better 
path and still, of course, Mr. Speaker, continues to this 
day. So, I would ask that a letter of condolence be sent 
to his family. He passed away in his 94th year.  

Now, Mr. Speaker, it falls to me, because I re-
fuse to allow it not to be recognised, that I will make 
sure that I stand up in this Honourable House. I am un-
certain if it was done by the Minister of National Secu-
rity, but I certainly would ask that a letter of congratula-
tions be sent to a football team which resides in my 
constituency known as the Western Stars Sports Club. 
Known as the Dandy Town Hornets, [it] is the football 
team that has won yet another Premier League title.  
 
The Speaker: It looks like you are getting help from 
somebody there.  
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. E. David Burt: In addition to that, Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to also ask that a letter be sent to the North 
Village Community Club on their FA Cup victory, one 
more time of where I had to receive them.  

And finally, Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Min-
ister of Education, I wish to extend my congratulations 
to all of the Bermuda College graduates. I was pleased 
to attend the graduation ceremony yesterday, and it 
was lovely. 

 
[Timer chimes]  
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Although they were inside be-
cause of showers of blessings, it was great to see so 

many young people, including, Mr. Speaker, if you 
could give me 10 more seconds, so many Bermudians 
who were part of the College Promise Programme, en-
abling them to ensure that they got their education at 
Bermuda College.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping]  
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 

Does any other Member wish to make a com-
ment? None other?  

Before we move on, I want to do what is sort of 
out of the ordinary for me. I normally do not give con-
dolences [for] people who are not amongst us in the 
Island, but as you know, I sit on the executive for the 
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA) for 
the Caribbean region. And when I travel in those meet-
ings, there is normally a group of secretaries who travel 
with us at the different meetings. One was a young 
lady, and I always get her name. It is Marisa Dobson, 
36 years old, a mother of three, and was sitting in 
church two weeks ago and just died in church. 
 
An Hon. Member: Oh, no. 
 
The Speaker: Sudden. She had an aneurysm right 
there in church. Her Parliament gave a recognition to 
her last week before they funeralised her at the end of 
the week, and because of what she has done for . . . in 
my role that I play, I just wanted to have our Parliament 
recognise her as well. It was extremely sudden as she 
leaves three young children, and I am sure our hearts 
can feel a loss like that to her family. But she was sitting 
there with her family in church and had an aneurysm 
and died in church. So, I would just like to note it here 
that our Parliament has given recognition to her for the 
service that she has given to me and my role that I play 
on the executive. Thank you.  

Moving on. 
 

MATTERS OF PRIVILEGE 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR THE 
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 

ON MATTERS OF URGENT 
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 
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GOVERNMENT BILLS 
 
The Speaker: There is one on the Order Paper. We 
may have . . . You have the second one? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: We may have one later today, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: I am going to ask the indulgence of the 
House. There is a second Bill we are trying to get on 
the Order Paper and may . . .  
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
Hon. E. David Burt: It will be for a third reading, Mr. 
Speaker, if we can, after the third reading today, but I 
will do this one.  

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.  
 

BILL 
 

FIRST READING 
 

PUBLIC SERVICE SUPERANNUATION 
AMENDMENT ACT 2026 

 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I am introducing the 
following Bill for its first reading so that may be placed 
in the Order Paper for the next day of meeting, and this 
is the Public Service Superannuation Amendment Act 
2026. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 

There are no other Bills. 
 

NOTICE OF MOTIONS 
 
The Speaker: There is a notice of a motion by the 
Premier as well. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

For the third time, I shall read this motion in this 
Honourable House and look forward to the debate. 

 
TAKE NOTE MOTION 

 
COMMISSION OF INQUIRY 

INTO HISTORIC LAND LOSS IN BERMUDA 
TAKE NOTE OF REPORT 

 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that I 
propose to move the following motion at the next day of 
meeting, that this Honourable House take note of the 
report of the Commission of Inquiry into Historic Land 
Losses in Bermuda laid for the information of this Hon-
ourable House to Assembly on the 10th of December 
2021. 
 

The Speaker: Thank you.  
[There are] no other motions. We now move on 

to the main business of the day, so to speak. 
 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 
 
The Speaker: We now get to the Orders of the Day, 
and we have one order to deal with today. That is the 
second reading of the Single-Use Plastics Act 2026 in 
the name of the Minister of Public Works and Environ-
ment.  

Minister. 
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 

SINGLE-USE PLASTICS ACT 2026 
 
Hon. Jache Adams: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to open the debate on 
the Bill entitled the Single-Use Plastics Act 2026.  

Mr. Speaker, allow me to begin not with legis-
lation but with the scene that many of us will recognise. 
Early one evening, just before sunset, I walked along 
one of our beaches with my daughter. The water was 
calm. The horizon was clear. It was the kind of evening 
that reminds you why Bermuda is one of the most beau-
tiful places in the world. But as I looked closer along the 
high-water mark, mixed in with the seaweed were frag-
ments of plastic, including bottle caps, broken pieces of 
containers, and small bits worn down by the ocean. And 
what struck me the most was that many of these pieces 
were not new. They had been here for some time, bro-
ken down, weathered and reduced, but not gone, Mr. 
Speaker, because plastic does not disappear. And that 
is the challenge before us.  

Mr. Speaker, the scale of this issue cannot be 
ignored either. Every year, approximately 11 million 
tonnes of plastic enter our oceans. It is the equivalent 
of a garbage truck of plastic being dumped into the sea 
every single minute. It is also key to note that half of all 
plastics produced are used once and discarded, and 
less than 10 per cent has ever been recycled.  

And here in Bermuda, we are not immune. Mi-
croplastics are accumulating on our beaches and 
throughout our marine ecosystem. Much of the plastic 
that reaches our shores originated somewhere else, 
yet we are the ones who must live with the conse-
quences.  

As organisations like Beyond Plastics Ber-
muda have highlighted, this issue is not just about the 
environment. It is about our human health as well, as 
microplastics are now being found in our water, our 
food, and increasingly in our bodies. It is about our 
economy, as our tourism product depends on clean 
beaches and a healthy marine environment. And it is 
about our responsibility. As a small Island in the middle 
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of the Atlantic, already experiencing the effects of cli-
mate change, it is critical that we be the change we 
wish to see.  

Mr. Speaker, this Bill is our response. Not a 
sudden or disruptive response, but a structured, re-
sponsible, and deliberate one. This Bill does not im-
pose an immediate blanket ban on all single-use plas-
tics. Instead, it establishes the legal framework that al-
lows Bermuda to transition away from the most harmful 
single-use plastics over time through consultation, evi-
dence, and a phased approach. 

At its core, the Bill provides the Minister with 
the ability to prohibit specific single-use plastics by add-
ing them to a schedule, but only where viable and cost-
effective alternatives exist. It is important to note that 
this safeguard is fundamental. No item can be prohib-
ited unless the Government is satisfied that businesses 
and consumers have practical alternatives available. 
And even then, there are built-in timelines to allow for 
adjustment. 

Mr. Speaker, I am also aware that some may 
look at this Bill and point to the empty Schedule and 
suggest that it lacks substance. So allow me to address 
that directly. The Schedule is empty by design. This 
legislation is about putting the framework in place first, 
ensuring that when we act, we do so based on evi-
dence, consultation, and real-world conditions. 

The Ministry of Public Works and Environment 
is fully aware that there has already been significant 
consultation over several years. That engagement has 
directly informed the structure and safeguards within 
this Bill. The consultation that follows is not repetition; 
it is progression. Simply put, our prior consultation 
shaped the policy, and the upcoming consultation will 
shape the implementation.  

Mr. Speaker, let me be clear about the imme-
diate plan going forward. Subject to the passage of this 
Bill, the Ministry intends to commence formal consulta-
tion within 60 days. That consultation is expected to run 
for approximately 8 to 12 weeks, after which the Minis-
try will bring forward the first item or items to be added 
to the Schedule.  

Mr. Speaker, allow me to explain in practical 
terms how this will work. When the Government pro-
poses to prohibit a specific single-use plastic, a notice 
of intention must first be published. That notice will out-
line the item being considered, the proposed restriction, 
and the alternatives available. From that point, there is 
a minimum six-month period where businesses, import-
ers, and the public will have the opportunity to provide 
feedback, identify challenges, and suggest improve-
ments. Only where viable and cost-effective alterna-
tives exist can a prohibition order be made. Once that 
order is made, a further six-month transition period be-
gins. So, in practical terms, Mr. Speaker, we are look-
ing at at least 12 months between notice and full imple-
mentation. This ensures clarity, fairness, and predicta-
bility. 

Mr. Speaker, I also want to take this oppor-
tunity to clarify a few things. The first is that this legis-
lation is focused primarily on commercial activity. It reg-
ulates the importation, sale, and supply of single-use 
plastics, not personal use of single-use plastics. Items 
already in personal possession are not the target of en-
forcement. The Bill also goes beyond importation. 
Once an item is prohibited, it cannot be imported, sold, 
or supplied commercially, ensuring it is removed from 
circulation. 

Mr. Speaker, decisions on what to prohibit will 
not be arbitrary. They will be guided by the director of 
the Department of Environment and Natural Re-
sources, informed by consultation, and based on 
whether alternatives are both available and reasonably 
affordable.  

It is also important that the system remains 
flexible. If it is demonstrated that alternatives are not 
viable, there is a process to review and even remove 
items from the prohibited list.  

Mr. Speaker, this will be a phased approach. 
We will begin with items that are widely recognised as 
low-impact and easily replaceable and then move to 
more complex items over time. And we will support 
businesses through that transition. 

I am pleased to confirm that the Minister of Fi-
nance has agreed to provide customs duty relief on ap-
proved alternatives, helping to reduce costs. Details of 
this duty relief will be finalised through the upcoming 
consultation and made public before any items are pro-
hibited.  

Mr. Speaker, I have also heard concerns over 
the quality of alternative options, and so I would like to 
take this opportunity to remind the public that the qual-
ity of alternative options is improving. There are now 
products made from plant-based or other materials that 
closely replicate the look, feel, and function of tradi-
tional plastics. The transition we are proposing today is 
more practical than ever before.  

Mr. Speaker, this is how responsible govern-
ments operate. We set the direction. We engage the 
stakeholders. We phase the implementation. And we 
support the transition.  

And so, in closing, Mr. Speaker, I return to that 
evening on the beach. What I saw there was not the 
result of one moment but the accumulation of countless 
small choices over time. Today we begin to change 
that. Not all at once, but deliberately. Not disruptively, 
but responsibly. And not symbolically, but meaningfully. 
This Bill lays the foundation for that change and the re-
sponsibility before us is simple, to no longer just talk 
about it but to act.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 

Does any other Member wish to make a contri-
bution?  

MP Smith, Linda Smith. 
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Ms. Linda Smith: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
Yes, the One Bermuda Alliance, the Opposi-

tion, supports this Bill, the concept of reducing and 
eliminating some single-use plastics over time. We be-
lieve that it is the responsible approach, and we also 
believe that, obviously, this needs to be balanced very 
carefully with what the consumer can afford versus the 
impact that some of these products are having on our 
shores. 

Bermuda's contribution to global plastic pollu-
tion is obviously inconsequential, but what is not incon-
sequential is, as a people, our responsibility to do the 
right thing. And moving in this direction is, in fact, the 
right thing.  

I think what we have to do is make sure that we 
do not get overly exuberant about trying to make a 
name for ourselves. There are people who would criti-
cise this and say that single-use plastics as an initiative 
is really going after the low-hanging fruit. And that it is 
more for credit than for impact. You can agree with that 
or not. Our position is that this is an important initiative. 
We like the fact that there is going to be consultation. 
We like the fact that the Bill includes the requirement 
for there to be a reasonable alternative to products that 
may be prohibited and that they be cost-effective. 

We do question what the definition of “cost-ef-
fective” is, particularly in the environment in which we 
live, which is highly expensive and obviously very sen-
sitive to affordability, so I think that obviously has to be 
a major consideration.  

As a small jurisdiction, Bermuda has always 
been pretty good about taking responsibility for our 
beautiful Island and trying to keep it that way. And since 
this was introduced back in 2018, I believe in the in the 
Throne Speech in 2018, people have . . . individuals 
and businesses have both taken it upon themselves to 
try to improve what they use in terms of the quality of 
the products and trying to move away from plastics. 
And when you speak to some of those people, they say 
that even at this stage, there are some items that are 
very, very hard to resource or would be exceedingly ex-
pensive to replace, and they are concerned about that. 
There are a lot of limitations to what service providers 
feel that they can do. Obviously, the containers have to 
be see-through. Nobody wants to buy a salad or a 
sandwich or sushi that they cannot see, so those are 
considerations.  

The other thing that people bring up is that 
while this is a good initiative—provided that there is the 
consultation and provided that there is the considera-
tion and provided that there certainly is a lot of attention 
given to affordability and what this means in terms of 
not only affordability for the consumer but the quality 
and the safety aspects of replacing containers with 
other items—they are also questioning what other 
things we could be doing that might have more impact 
than something like the single-use plastics. Not neces-
sarily in replacement of that, but as initiatives that would 
help to build upon Bermuda's desire to improve its 

marine environment and the marine environment glob-
ally and generally.  

And one of the things that continues to come 
up when you are in discussion with people is people 
mention the dump at the airport and that if Bermuda 
and Government really wanted to do something to im-
prove the marine environment, that would be a great 
starting point. So that is part of the discussion.  

The other thing people would like to see is 
more initiatives with respect to recycling and maybe in-
itiatives that could look at recycling some of the plastics 
that we see, and particularly maybe sending some of 
the plastics that we have, instead of putting them in the 
incinerating plant, to recycle them and send them back 
in some of the empty containers that go back weekly, 
as we know.  

And the other thing that people would like to 
see would be better waste management in terms of the 
collection of trash and also requirements for proper 
containment for trash on the collection day, i.e., you 
know, proper garbage cans with lids as opposed to 
bags, you know, stacked up at the end of the sidewalk.  

So, there are a number of initiatives people 
would like to see. They generally agree with this one. 
As I say, the question is: What is the definition of “cost-
effective,” a cost-effective alternative, and what kind of 
percentages maybe are we talking about here? Are we 
talking about something that is 10 per cent more ex-
pensive or 20 per cent more expensive? How is that 
going to be defined? And then the other question was 
the issue of allowing businesses to run off their inven-
tory for six months from the time of the prohibition and 
the difficulty some might have because people buy in 
bulk. And if they are forced to destroy that inventory, 
obviously there will be a cost associated with that.  

So, we do support this Bill, and we are glad to 
see it coming forward. We would like to see other things 
come forward to help support protecting our marine en-
vironment, and certainly a big piece of that is the dump 
and the management of the dump and waste manage-
ment generally. So, you have our support with this, and 
we look forward to seeing more initiatives to help pro-
tect our environment.  

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP.  

Does any other Member wish to make a contri-
bution?  

MP Swan. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Yes, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead.  
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Mr. Speaker, I am appre-
ciative of our Government—and particularly the Minis-
ter responsible for the Environment—bringing forth 
these measures today. I hasten to say one thing. In 
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some of the countries that are doing exactly what the 
Minister is doing, [they] are certainly trying to change 
the mind-set that exists within the country as to how 
these types of situations are handled, particularly as it 
relates to recycling. 

I note that of all the countries that are moving 
towards adopting more measures in line with what we 
are doing, the United States, I do not believe, sits 
among them yet. Hopefully, as a small country punch-
ing above its weight in many areas, we can certainly 
have a more positive influence on them because as we 
know, and as the Minister stated, a lot of the pollution 
that one would see in the sea or in the ocean (as I am 
reminded, you put your foot, dip your foot in the Carib-
bean Sea, but [in] Bermuda, you are dipping your foot 
in the ocean) a lot of that pollution is not generated from 
Bermuda. And if it is being generated from elsewhere—
particularly as we sit in the very significant Sargasso 
Sea region influence, the influence of the Gulf 
Stream—much of that pollution is being transported to 
us from other areas, notwithstanding the significant 
amount of industrialisation that takes place only 700 to 
1,000 miles to our northwest, west, and southwest in 
the United States.  

So, I believe we not only have a responsibility 
for ourselves but also within our region, that being in 
the Caribbean as well, to speak with multiple voices on 
the impact of these types of pollutions. 

I note that persons like in China are looking 
even to move towards embracing a policy far more in 
keeping . . . So, [given] the influence that we could try 
to transport across the seas to our neighbours who are 
not acting in this way, I would encourage the Minister 
to do that as well because the impact on our community 
by the efforts of other persons who are our neighbours, 
Canada to the more north, the United States, particu-
larly as I mentioned, and even the impact from the Car-
ibbean is worth appreciating and considering. So, those 
are my comments.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP.  

Does any other Member wish to make a contri-
bution?  

MP Pearman. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Good afternoon, Mr. Speaker.  

I thank the Honourable Minister for bringing for-
ward this Bill, and I echo many of the comments made 
by my colleague, the other Shadow Minister, Linda 
Tucker, [sic] MP. I am not sure if I was walking down 
the same beach as the Honourable Minister, but— 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Oh. What did I say? 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 

Mr. Scott Pearman: Oh, I am so sorry. Robin Tucker, 
Linda Smith.  
 
[Laughter]  
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: My mistake. It is like MP Robin-
son; I do not know if it is morning or afternoon. Well, 
there we go. I apologise.  

Mr. Speaker, I will not be long, but I do com-
mend the Minister for the Bill.  

Mr. Speaker, the world is changing, and it could 
perhaps be said that we are all environmentalists to-
day. That may not have been the case at some point in 
time, although it has always been something close to 
my heart for a long time. But we are all environmental-
ists today, and certainly on an Island such as ours, 
which is so unique and so specific and so small. And 
as MP Rabain just mentioned, Minister Rabain, rather, 
we are directly impacted on this, even though, as MP 
Smith noted, we are not the ones contributing to this. 
We are just the victims of all that gets dumped in the 
ocean and winds up on our shores. 

And whilst it is true that this legislation is not 
going to make a big impact in terms of our output, it is 
hopefully a clarion call that we are joining other nations 
in the world that have taken steps to do this. 

 
[Inaudible interjection]  

 
Mr. Scott Pearman: And I will not make that comment. 
I will leave that for the Minister to say when he gets on 
his feet, but indeed so. 

And as the Minister noted in his Statement to 
the House back on the 27th of March of this year, this 
is something that the OBA, the One Bermuda Alliance, 
has long been in support of.  

The Minister said that what he is trying to 
achieve, and what this Government is trying to achieve, 
is not a sudden or disruptive change, but a gradual 
change. And we certainly agree with that, not just in this 
particular Bill, but generally people are more willing to 
accept gradual change and incremental change. 

And I declare an interest because we did pro-
duce a Bill and submit it to the Government as part of 
the consultation process in 2021. And our Bill, too, had 
this same mechanism, the idea being the gradual re-
duction and eventual elimination of single-use plastics, 
or at least those single-use plastics that are harmful. 
And so, I hope it is not overly cheeky to say I am glad 
to see that phased approach being maintained in the 
Government Bill. 

As to the empty Schedule, the Minister himself 
rightly recognised that there are some who might say it 
lacks substance. Certainly, as we stand here today, I 
think that that is a fair criticism. It does lack substance, 
but what the Minister said, and I heard him and I lis-
tened, is that it will soon be filled. And we take that as-
sertion at face value. For my part, I would have liked to 
have perhaps seen certain things like plastic straws 
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and plastic bags in that Schedule now because they are 
completely unnecessary, of no benefit to our Island, 
easily removable, and quite clearly there are viable and 
cost-effective alternatives. So, the sooner you populate 
Schedule 1, Minister, you have my support and bless-
ing in that regard. But I am grateful to see that the 
framework is now in place. As the Honourable Shadow 
Minister said, we support the Bill.  

I do have a few points in the Bill, about the Bill 
itself, that I will address in Committee, but they are just 
minor points that do not otherwise detract from Ber-
muda as a whole taking a great leap forward. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP.  

Does any other Member wish to make a com-
ment?  

Minister. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank all of the commenters who have gone 
before me.  

Mr. Speaker, every journey starts with the first 
step. And so, when I look at this legislation, I do not see 
it as one that is just banning plastic. It is about helping 
Bermuda understand and transition to a more modern, 
a more responsible and sustainable future. This Bill 
creates a structured framework to help Bermuda tran-
sition away from single-use plastics. This transition, as 
has been articulated and supported by the Opposition, 
will be done in a measurable and practical way. It en-
sures that an adequate amount of consultation with 
business, environmental groups, and the wider public 
must be done before any changes are implemented.  

This legislation, Mr. Speaker, also acknowl-
edges that this has to be a workable and sustainable 
solution. It cannot work if it is just forced down people's 
throats. This is why this Bill goes so far to talk about 
how consultation will take place, transitional periods, 
consideration of viable alternatives, and mechanisms 
for appeal and review. This is how solid pieces of leg-
islation and change can be achieved, Mr. Speaker.  

As a small island in the middle of the sea, we 
experience the impacts, and I thank MP Pearman for 
mentioning that. It happens everywhere else, but it 
ends up here. We experience the impacts of waste, ma-
rine pollution, and climate pressures probably a little 
more than other countries would that do not sit in the 
middle of the ocean, and all this stuff just washes to us. 
So, this legislation puts us alongside other jurisdictions 
in the world that are looking to create that difference, to 
be that beacon of light that says we will be part of help-
ing to preserve our earth for future generations.  

This legislation also forces us to think about 
how these materials that we are talking about are used, 
how they are produced, and the impact that they will 
eventually have on the environment if not disposed of 
properly or eliminated altogether.  

As spoken by the Minister responsible, Mr. 
Speaker, around the world we are seeing rapid growth 
in alternative materials to plastic. We are seeing sus-
tainable packaging. For any of us who have ordered 
from Amazon, we will see it now asks if you want the 
original packaging or if you want additional packaging 
wrapped around your products, and people are being 
much more cognisant of giving you those options.  

So, we can see where this legislation cannot 
only foster a better understanding of conservation for 
our country, but it does have an economic value as well 
in causing people to think differently from an economic 
standpoint. And it also can encourage some entrepre-
neurs out there who may find some products that no 
one would even think about. 

And I want to thank the Minister because I was 
surprised to hear about the duty-free option because I 
know this is something . . . and this really speaks to the 
ability to discuss because I know this was discussed in 
another place, and one of the suggestions from that dis-
cussion was: Why not offer duty-free for persons trying 
to import these alternative products?  

So, Mr. Speaker, Bermuda can be, as small as 
we are, a global leader. We can lead the way. I have 
not had an opportunity to look at what our sister islands 
to our south are doing in this area, but I can probably 
make a good assumption that we would be leading the 
way in moving towards this if not joining some of them 
that may already be there. I know the technical officers 
here will be able to advise the Minister of who is doing 
it.  

So, Mr. Speaker, this Bill allows for our country 
to adapt over time, evolve based on evidence, based 
on consultation, and based on availability of practical 
alternatives. So rather than relying on a fixed list . . . 
And I fully understand what MP Pearman was talking 
about because I am right there. Why not have straws 
on there because there are already alternatives that 
people are using? So, to say that we are going to have 
consultation about straws kind of . . . But I get the point 
about having this consultation. If you are going to do it 
with one, let's do it with all to ensure that this process 
is just fair across the board. 

So, Mr. Speaker, as I sum this up, this is an 
example of a responsive Government. We are setting 
clear policy direction while allowing for flexibility, evi-
dence, and public engagement. It is these careful, 
thoughtful views that will lead and shape the implemen-
tation of this legislation. Bermuda will be better off, and 
we will be a leader in this area, Mr. Speaker. And I am 
excited to see that this is something that we all in this 
House are willing to rally around and make our little Is-
land in the middle of the Atlantic more sustainable for 
the future.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister.  

Does any other Member wish to make a contri-
bution?  
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Minister of Home Affairs. 
 
Hon. Alexa Lightbourne: Good afternoon, Mr. 
Speaker.  

I too rise having heard the discourse this after-
noon and the discussion in support of this single-use 
plastics Bill. And I do so from the perspective of, as an 
extension of the Ministry of Home Affairs work from af-
fordability because we do recognise that change be-
haviours and consciousness regarding plastic and 
plastic use actually is another portion of the supply 
chain. When we talk about energy and electricity, the 
statistics show that roughly 99 per cent of global plas-
tics are actually manufactured from fossil fuel. And so, 
the impact that it has on the cost of living, the cost of 
production . . . And though, [as] has been already con-
tributed in this House today, Bermuda's total output is 
nominal when you think about the Paris Agreement and 
these other progressive targets around contribution 
and sustainability . . . But rather the ability to shift 
through the implementation of this Bill, conscious [of] 
patterns and behaviours that also contribute to the 
wider cost of living and cost of production. 

I also note, you know, the energy that contrib-
utes to both fertilisation, farm machinery, processing, 
packaging, as well as shipping all adding to that final 
supply chain cost. And we talk about affordability, re-
ducing demand, reducing oil consumption, and also 
creating cleaner and more environmentally friendly 
communities. 

I know that my colleague did note too some of 
the regional integration of these exact same policy prin-
ciples. And so I am pleased also as the Minister respon-
sible for CARICOM to note that Antigua and Jamaica 
alongside Barbados and Trinidad, Dominica, and The 
Bahamas have all made similar steps towards imple-
menting single-use plastics bans and transition away 
from this use, both at the business level, commercial 
level, as well as the residential level. And so, I see us 
as joining a policy and implementing a law and policy 
that is aligned to what we see other countries doing. 
And I think that it is a good step.  

I acknowledge the Minister's phased approach 
and the intention to conduct consultation and essen-
tially walk in step with the industry to ensure that things 
are comfortable both for them and also ultimately en-
suring that the production and the pollution is de-
creased. But I am most thankful for the shift away from 
the bag use and the things that would oftentimes be so 
easy to use and easy to also reuse if we are able to get 
these sorts of items.  

The duty relief is something that is also note-
worthy. And I think from an overall affordability per-
spective, this Bill is a good one, and I do support it, both 
from a Home Affairs perspective to include alignment 
with our Caribbean brothers and sisters and their legis-
lation and legislative efforts, as well as the total cost of 
living and affordability in Bermuda.  

Thank you. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister.  
Does any other Member wish to make a contri-

bution at this time? None other?  
Minister of [Public] Works [and Environment], 

would you like to make your comment and then lead us 
into Committee? 
 
Hon. Jache Adams: Sure. I shall, Mr. Speaker. Thank 
you.  

So first [I] wanted to just simply acknowledge 
and thank all of my colleagues and Members for their 
contribution to what I believe is a significant step in the 
right direction for the country. 

If I can have a few moments to address some 
of the questions that were raised, one of them was in 
reference to what other priority items can be under-
taken to support the marine environment. And so, the 
Ministry understands the value of creating marine pro-
tected areas that protect the entire ecosystem in order 
to ensure the marine environment has greater resili-
ence to the many impacts of climate change and poten-
tial pollution events.  

Other measures include enforcing the statutes 
associated with chemical pollution to the marine envi-
ronment, such as the recent amendments that were 
made to the Water Resources Act 1975. DENR also 
has the responsibility of maintaining the equipment, 
training, and exercises of the National Oil Spill Contin-
gency Plan, noting that the shipping that passes from 
the Gulf of Mexico to Europe creates extremely busy 
shipping lanes near Bermuda. Maintaining this marine 
response contingency is therefore very important. This 
responsibility and equipment is also used to respond to 
local spills, a responsibility that DENR shares with [the 
Department of] Marine and Ports and the Royal Ber-
muda Regiment Coast Guard.  

In relation to [the question] Are there options 
for recycling plastic on the Island? currently waste plas-
tic is disposed to the Waste-to-Energy Facility at Tynes 
Bay that is used to convert heat energy into electrical 
energy that is used initially by the Tynes Bay facility and 
also the adjacent potable water reverse osmosis plant 
before any excess electricity is sent to BELCO. There-
fore, treatment of plastic in this way is to some degree 
a mechanism of recycling said plastic. 

What happens if businesses cannot use all in-
ventory within the six-month period? So, the process 
from the start of the consultation to the end of the tran-
sition period amounts to over a 12-month period. So, it 
would be recommended that the importers adjust their 
importation amounts at the same time to ensure that 
they are not holding large amounts of stock. DENR will 
consult with the commercial businesses on this matter, 
but in accordance with the proposed Bill, any inventory 
left after this period will need to be disposed.  

And finally, what is the definition of “cost-effec-
tive” in this context? And so, for alternatives to single-
use plastics to be considered as cost-effective, these 
discussions . . . or discussions will be had with the 
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Customs Department to consider reducing the duty on 
such alternatives to ensure that any cost increase as-
sociated with the alternatives is reasonable compared 
to the proposed prohibited single-use plastic. Reason-
able, of course, is subjective, but the Government un-
derstands to focus on those alternatives that are the 
cheapest for all.  

And so again, I believe those are all the ques-
tions that were asked, but I do appreciate the com-
ments that were contributed. As I said earlier, I will not 
be naïve to think all things, but I would like to think that 
matters concerning the environment, most things, can 
receive bipartisan support. 

And so, I thank Members. And so, with that— 
 
The Speaker: Would you like to take it to Committee 
now? 
 
Hon. Jache Adams: Yes. And so, with that, Mr. 
Speaker, I move that the Bill be committed. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you.  

MP Famous, would you take the Chair, take us 
to the Committee? 
 

House in Committee at 3:30 pm 
 
[Mr. Christopher Famous, Chairman]  
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 

SINGLE-USE PLASTICS ACT 2026 
 
The Chairman: Good afternoon, Members, and good 
afternoon to the listening public.  

Honourable Members, we are now in Commit-
tee of the whole [House] for further consideration of the 
Bill entitled Single-Use Plastics Act 2026. I call on the 
Minister in charge to proceed. 

Minister, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Jache Adams: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  

Mr. Chairman, at your pleasure, I move that 
clauses 1 through 10— 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Jache Adams: Pardon? 

I move that all clauses— 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
Hon. Jache Adams: I move all the clauses. Sorry.  
 
The Chairman: Any Members have any objection to it? 

No objections. 
Minister, you have the floor. 

 

Hon. Jache Adams: Mr. Chairman, I move that the 
preamble be approved. 
 
The Chairman: All right. 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
Hon. Jache Adams: Oh.  

One second, Mr. Chairman.  
 
[Pause] 
 
Hon. Jache Adams: Thank you. Bipartisanship. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. Jache Adams: I move . . . clause 1 provides the 
citation for the Bill.  

Clause 2 provides the interpretation of terms 
used in the Bill.  

Clause 3 provides that this Bill provides for the 
prohibition of single-use plastics that are listed in 
Schedule 1. Clause 3 also provides the single-use 
plastics that the Bill will not apply to, including single-
use plastics that are supplied or used for medical, 
health, or personal hygiene purposes and single-use 
plastics that are manufactured from approved biogenic 
materials.  

Clause 4 provides for the functions of the direc-
tor.  

Clause 5 provides that the Minister may make 
a prohibition order declaring which single-use plastics 
are prohibited from import, sale, or offer to sell, supply 
or offer to supply, or possession for supply or sale. 
Clause 5 also provides for the reassessment of the list 
of prohibited single-use plastics and the amendment to 
the prohibition order.  

Clause 6 provides for a notice of intention to be 
published in the Gazette when there is a proposal to 
prohibit a single-use plastic. The notice of intention is 
the beginning of the consultation process, which invites 
written representations from the public, business own-
ers, and environmental groups. A prohibition order shall 
not come into effect until at least six months have 
elapsed since the publication of the notice of intention.  

Clause 7 provides that no person shall import, 
sell, or offer to sell, supply or offer to supply, or possess 
for supply or sale, a prohibited single-use plastic. 
Clause 7 also makes it an offence for a person to do 
any of those activities outside of consultation or the 
transition period. 

Clause 8 provides for the removal of prohibited 
single-use plastics from Schedule 1.  

Clause 9 provides for the disposal of prohibited 
single-use plastics in general and the disposal of for-
feited or seized prohibited single-use plastics.  

Clause 10 provides that a person can submit a 
written request to the Director requesting the removal 
of a specified single-use plastic from the list of 
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prohibited single-use plastics in Schedule 1, on the 
grounds that the person considers that there are no vi-
able or cost-effective bio-based or other alternative 
items available for purchase in Bermuda or from over-
seas. The Director shall make a decision within six 
weeks after receiving the request.  

Clause 11 provides the appeals process for a 
person who may want to appeal the decision of the Di-
rector not to remove the specified prohibited single-use 
plastics from Schedule 1.  

Clause 12 enables the Director or an author-
ised officer to enter and search premises with consent 
or under a warrant and inspect, seize, or detain any sin-
gle-use plastics or documents where there is a reason-
able cause to believe that an offence has been or is 
being committed. 

Clause 13 provides that where the Director or 
an authorised officer has been refused entry, they can 
seek a warrant to enter and search the premises.  

Clause 14 provides for a written notice of 
seized items, other evidence seized, and states that the 
single-use plastics may be forfeited to be provided to 
the owner, occupier, or person in charge.  

Clause 15 provides that the owner, occupier, 
or person in charge of the business or specified place 
that the director or an authorised officer has entered 
into shall comply with the reasonable requirements for 
assistance made by the Director or an authorised of-
ficer. 

Clause 16 provides the Director with the power 
to impose civil penalties on any person for any contra-
vention or failure to comply with the Bill, any regula-
tions, or directions lawfully made.  

Clause 17 provides the procedure for imposing 
civil penalties.  

Clause 18 provides the appeals process for a 
person who may want to appeal the Director's decision 
to impose a civil penalty. 

Clause 19 provides for offences relating to ob-
struction of the Director or an authorised officer, failure 
to comply, failing to give assistance or information, giv-
ing false information, purporting to act as an authorised 
officer, and disclosing to another person information 
obtained by an authorised officer where the disclosure 
is not made in the performance of his duty.  

Clause 20 gives the right to compensation 
where single-use plastics are seized or detained and 
the owner, if he is not convicted of an offence, suffers 
a loss as a result of the seizure.  

Clause 21 provides that the Director shall issue 
guidance for the purposes of this Bill. 

Clause 22 gives the Minister regulation-making 
power.  

And finally, clause 23 provides for commence-
ment of this of the Bill. 
 
The Chairman: The Minister has read his clauses.  

Does anyone wish to speak to it? 
 

Mr. Scott Pearman: Mr. Chairman?  
 
The Chairman: Yes. Honourable Scott Pearman, [con-
stituency] 22, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you very much.  

Just a couple of quick questions. I will be 
guided by you, Mr. Chairman. Would you like me to do 
them one at a time and take my seat, or ask all of them 
at the same time? 
 
The Chairman: I would say ask them all at the same 
time.  
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you very much. 
 
The Chairman: That will help your knees out. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  

My first question, Mr. Chairman, is in relation to 
clause 2 of the Bill. That is the section providing for in-
terpretation. It makes reference to regulations that may 
be made under the Act, and there are references to reg-
ulations mostly in clause 4 but also elsewhere in the 
Bill. And my question is, Does the Honourable Minister, 
who anticipates that Schedule 1 will soon be populated, 
anticipate that the regulations will precede that or be 
contemporaneous with the Schedule 1 when pro-
duced? So that is my first question. 

My second question is similar to the one by my 
honourable colleague, the Shadow Minister, Linda 
Smith (not Tucker) which is at clause 5, subsection (3). 
And this is where the Minister shall not make a prohibi-
tion order in relation to a particular single-use plastic 
unless he (being the Minister) is satisfied on the advice 
of the Director (which is the director of DENR) that there 
are, quote, “viable and cost-effective bio-based or other 
alternatives.”  

And my question is this . . . and in the debate, 
we heard about how that is a subjective view. We have 
heard from the Minister that the discussions are under-
going about customs duty relief for such alternative, 
available, and cost-effective products. And so, my 
question is this. This is my second question. For the 
purposes of the regulations when they are made, might 
the Minister consider a cap so that if the environmen-
tally sensitive alternative is three times more, well, that 
would be too excessive. Might we have some sort of 
ratio cap to assist businesses in understanding? Be-
cause if it is only, you know, incrementally more expen-
sive, it presumably will be cost-effective. That is my 
second question, Mr. Chairman.  

And with your direction, I will move on to my 
third. My third question relates to clause 5, subsection 
(6), which states, “Any single-use plastic in Bermuda 
before the commencement date of a prohibition order 
prohibiting it is not affected by the prohibition order if it 
is only being used for personal use.” So, there is a 
grandfather clause here. If someone already has 
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something on the island, it will not be affected by a pro-
hibition. That makes perfectly good sense to me. If it is 
already here, what are we going to do, have them de-
stroy it? I mean, that does not make sense.  

But I would invite them, when considering the 
regulations, to clarify whether that really should be just 
limited to personal use or whether that could be per-
sonal or commercial use. Again, if I order a five-year 
supply of garbage bags, much though I would prefer 
they are not in Bermuda and do not exist, but if I have 
ordered a five-year supply of garbage bags as a busi-
ness and in comes the prohibition and I have still got 
four years, you know, some clarification around 
whether that would be grandfathered in on that one oc-
casion or not [would be good].  

And if you do not like that idea, an alternative 
to the same point is instead of just having six months of 
notice under clause 6(5), might it be better to give 12 
months of notice. So, they make a, you know . . . They 
reduce the cost of that stock, and they clear that stock. 
And they have a little bit of a longer period to get rid of 
it. And I say that as someone who would be delighted 
to see these things banned.  

Moving on, and I have two more, Mr. Chair-
man. My next one, and I think this is my fourth question, 
is at clause 12. And it is in relation to subsection (2) and 
subsection (3) of the Bill. These are powers of entry and 
search and seizure. And I think it is very important that 
when the Government or the state seeks to enter peo-
ple's private premises, we are very clear and the public 
is not misinformed in any way or misled as to what 
rights the Government has of entry and what rights the 
Government does not have absent a judicial warrant.  

And I would just point out that [subclause] (2) 
. . . So, this is clause 12, subsection (2). When read on 
its own, [it] says this, “The Director or an authorised of-
ficer may proceed to enter and search premises under 
this section where there is reasonable cause to believe 
that an offence has been or is being committed under 
this Act.” So just read in isolation, that subsection 
seems to give a power of entry not regulated by the 
court. Clearly, the Bill goes on to regulate it by the court. 
My suggestion is merely this; if subsection (2) and sub-
section (3) were just combined into one subsection, it 
would be very clear that that is a tempered right of ac-
cess, and nobody would be misled.  

And Mr. Chairman, my final question to the 
Honourable Minister is in relation to clause 16 of the 
Bill. This is the power to impose civil penalties. I note 
that in the Bill that we had drafted, we were looking at 
something slightly more with more teeth at $10,000. I 
commend the Minister for taking a staggered approach. 
That makes sense. But when we get to clause 16(2)(c), 
which is the third or subsequent violation by the same 
entity, I do wonder, and respectfully would invite the 
Minister to take it under advisement, as to whether 
when this Bill heads to the Senate, something slightly 
higher might be done for a serial offender. I think once 
you have got three strikes, you really should be out. 

And that seems like a little bit of a wrist slap to someone 
who has been told once, been told twice, and is now 
being told a third time.  

So, thank you, Mr. Chairman, for those ques-
tions. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you.  

Anyone else wish to speak to these clauses?  
Minister, you have the floor. 

 
Hon. Jache Adams: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  

I certainly want to thank the Honourable Mem-
ber for his contribution. In relation to clause 2, the Mem-
ber asked, Does the Minister anticipate that the regula-
tions will be made prior to a listing? And regulations will 
be made as and when needed to support that Act, or 
this Act, the upcoming Act.  

Would the Minister consider a cap in relation to 
cost of alternative items? If the alternative single-use 
plastics becomes a lot more expensive over time after 
that prohibition was first implemented, then there is a 
mechanism within that would allow for those said items 
to be removed from the Schedule. So, yes, I think the 
idea is that if we do find it or those prices to be unrea-
sonable, there is also a mechanism for it to be re-
moved.  

Could sections 12(2) and (3) be combined? I 
think this is a matter of drafting style. The whole provi-
sion to be read as a whole, the comment . . . But cer-
tainly something . . . Without making any promises, [it 
is] certainly something that we can take under advise-
ment to look at and consider.  

And so, with that, Mr. Chairman, I move that 
the preamble be approved. 

 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Jache Adams: Oh, sorry.  

Sorry, I have to move that clauses 1 and 2—all 
the clauses be approved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses [1 
through 23] be approved. 

Is there any objection to that motion? 
No. No objection. 
Agreed to. 
 

[Motion carried: Clauses 1 through 23 passed.] 
 
Hon. Jache Adams: Mr. Chairman, I move that the 
preamble be approved. 
 
The Chairman: You [have] got to move your Schedule, 
shed-yools. Schedules, shed-yools. . . . Either way, you 
have got to move them. 
 
Hon. Jache Adams: I move that Schedules . . . 
 
[Crosstalk]  
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The Chairman: For the benefit of the listening audi-
ence, we are now in Committee of the whole [House] 
for further consideration of the Bill entitled Single-Use 
Plastics Act 2026. 
 
Hon. Jache Adams: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  

Mr. Chairman, I move that Schedules 1 and 2 
be approved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that Schedule 1 and 
Schedule 2 be approved. 

Are there any objections to that motion? 
No objections. 
Continue. 

 
[Motion carried: Schedules 1 and 2 passed.] 
 
Hon. Jache Adams: Here we go. I move that the pre-
amble be approved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the preamble 
be approved. 

Are there any objections to that motion? 
No objection. 
Agreed to.  

 
Hon. Jache Adams: I move that the Bill be reported to 
the House as printed. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill be re-
ported to the House as printed. 

Is there any objection to that motion? 
No objection. 
Agreed to. 
The Bill will be reported to the House as 

printed. 
 
[Motion carried: The Single-Use Plastics Act 2026 was 
considered by a Committee of the whole House and 
passed without amendment.] 
 
Hon. Jache Adams: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 

House resumed at 3:49 pm 
 

[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair]  
 
The Speaker: Members, are there any objections to 
the Bill entitled the Single-Use Plastics Act 2026 being 
reported to the House as printed? 

There are none. 
The Bill has been reported as printed. 
That brings us to a close of the matters on the 

Order Paper. We will now do . . . But before we do the 
. . . We do the third reading, and then we will have the 
Premier introduce the other matter that we [had] come 
earlier today. So, I will seek your indulgence at that 
time.  

Minister, would you like to do your third read-
ing? 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 
 
Hon. Jache Adams: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, I move that Standing Order 21 be 
suspended to enable me to move the Bill entitled the 
Single-Use Plastics Act 2026 be now read the third time 
by its title only. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 

There are none. 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.] 

 
The Speaker: Continue. 
 

BILL 
 

THIRD READING 
 

SINGLE-USE PLASTICS ACT 2026 
 
Hon. Jache Adams: Mr. Speaker, I move that the Bill 
be now read a third time by its title only and passed. 
 
The Speaker: The Bill has been read a third time by 
title only and is now passed.  
 
[Motion carried: The Single-Use Plastics Act 2026 was 
given a third reading and passed.] 
 
The Speaker: Now, Members, I would like to seek your 
indulgence to allow the Premier to introduce another 
Bill that will be on the Order Paper for our next sitting. 

Any objections? 
There are none.  
Premier. 

 
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 14 

 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, I move that Standing Order 14 be 
suspended to enable me to introduce supplementary 
estimates to the Honourable House. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, continue. 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 14 suspended.] 
 

BILL 
 

FIRST READINGS 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE (NO. 2) 
FOR FINANCIAL YEAR 2023/24 
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SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE (NO. 2) 
FOR FINANCIAL YEAR 2024/25 

 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker.  

Pursuant to the powers conferred by section 96 
of the Constitution, I have the honour to attach and sub-
mit for the consideration of the Honourable House [of] 
Assembly, Supplementary Estimate (No. 2) for financial 
year 2023/24 and the Supplementary Estimate (No. 2) 
for financial year 2024/25. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you.  

Members, that is now to be added to the items 
that will be on the Order Paper for the next sitting.  

Premier. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, I move this Honourable House to 
now adjourn until Friday, the 29th of May, at 10:00 am. 
And I am informed that someone on my side wishes to 
speak. 
 
The Speaker: Does any Member wish to speak to that?  

MP Richardson? Ah!  
 
[Laughter]  
 
The Speaker: Okay, yes. You have the floor, MP Rich-
ardson. You have got your 20 minutes. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, I rise this evening or this after-
noon . . . we are breaking kind of . . . we are getting 
through the work. 
 
The Speaker: Do not take us to the evening. We just 
want to stay in the afternoon. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Yes, well, I know. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Mr. Speaker, I am in 100 per 
cent agreement, and we will see how the House reacts.  
 

ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Mr. Speaker, I intend to bring 
up a matter, which I feel that we are remiss in discuss-
ing, because our wider community is discussing it. And 
it is the state of our road traffic behaviours and deaths.  

Mr. Speaker, it goes without saying that our 
roads have reached the point of barely being governed. 
We have currently . . . The chief inspector, a former of-
ficer in charge of roads policing, has gone on the record 

saying we have upwards of 6, or 6 to 12 road traffic 
collisions per day. I repeat that, 6 to 12 road traffic col-
lisions per day. We have mortality on our roads on a 
regular basis. And when it is not a mortality, it is a life-
changing injury.  

As it stands right now, Mr. Speaker, our com-
munity is discussing just how bad it is, and every time 
any one of us drives on these roads, we can see it. It is 
blatant. It is clear that there is a significant group of driv-
ers who have absolutely no interest in the safety and 
welfare of the users of our roads. 

Mr. Speaker, recently I was on my way from the 
town of St. George's on my scooter, and I think I was 
one of maybe five scooter riders that whole time who 
actually was in traffic. Every other scooter rider I saw 
was on the other side of the road whether or not there 
was any traffic coming.  

Mr. Speaker, I was on Trimingham Hill heading 
south toward Trimingham Hill roundabout south, and a 
car overtook three cars going up that hill. And you can-
not see over that hill. Mr. Speaker, at this point I am not 
sure what is happening. How are we going to fix this, 
because our people are dying on these roads? Every-
one is . . . [everyone] knows to keep their hands in the 
car. Everyone knows that you are . . . You have no idea 
where the scooter is going to come from next. At this 
point it is just Mad Max Beyond Thunderdome out 
there, and at some point, someone's got to do some-
thing about these roads and this road behaviour.  

And, Mr. Speaker, the fact of the matter is that 
our community knows this, and yet we are not discuss-
ing it. This is a problem, Mr. Speaker, because we are 
sent here to do the people's business, and the people 
are dying on the roads. Therefore, we should do some-
thing about it.  

Mr. Speaker, we have tiptoed around this situ-
ation with half statements and semi-obligations now for 
the better part of three to four years and everything . . . 
every time it ends in the same status quo. It is the same 
way on those roads.  

At this point I am not sure if we even bother 
with stop signs and stop lights because I do not see 
anybody stopping. Mr. Speaker, it is dangerous out 
there, and we need to get to grips with this right now. 
Mr. Speaker, we have heard all about speed cameras, 
and we have heard why they cannot be here, and how 
much it is a complication, and the legal process, and 
the constitutional aspects. And on and on the excuses 
go. And the simple fact of the matter is, Mr. Speaker, 
this—  
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 
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Hon. E. David Burt: The Honourable Member is mis-
leading the House. There have not been any excuses 
made on matters related to speed cameras.  

The Honourable Member will know that the 
Honourable Minister has given Statements on this. It 
has been included in the budget. It was debated during 
the Budget Debate, and there is legislation expected to 
come. And it was part of the Government's Throne 
Speech initiative. So, I do not believe it is accurate for 
the Honourable Member to say that there have been 
excuses and reasons why it has not been implemented 
because those have certainly not come from this Gov-
ernment. 
 
The Speaker: The Premier has raised a point that it 
has been mentioned in many Statements. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Yes, that is exactly my point, 
Mr. Speaker. It has been mentioned in many State-
ments. But I do not believe in intentions; I believe in 
outcomes. And I do not see a functioning speed cam-
era. So, let's get on top of that. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 

Hon. Michael A. Weeks: Mr. Speaker, point of order. 
The speed camera system will be up and running in 
September. There are some speed cameras now being 
tested on our roads as we speak. 
 
An Hon. Member: Aah! 
 
Hon. Michael A. Weeks: And . . . and please let's not 
politicise this here because speed cameras are not go-
ing to stop what you are talking about. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, the Honourable 
Member . . . I raise a point of order that the Honourable 
Member was misleading the House.  

The Honourable Member said that excuses 
were being made as to the reasons why they are not 
being introduced. If the Honourable Member cannot 
state under what justification he has that, he must with-
draw. That is factually incorrect as the Throne Speech, 
and the budget, and others have committed to the path. 
And we said the path we are laying out. And the Hon-
ourable [Minister] has just said that there are speed 
cameras that are currently being tested on the roads as 
we speak. 
 

The Speaker: What the Government is trying to point 
out here is that they laid out a plan, and they are work-
ing through that plan now. No, the cameras are not fully 
operational at this moment. But the plan was always 
that this be staged in. And it was not targeted to be 
functional now; but it was targeted to be functional at a 
period of time that they are working towards. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, the Honourable 
Member said that excuses are being made for why they 
cannot be implemented. And what I am saying is that is 
factually inaccurate because there have been no ex-
cuses that have made from this side on why these 
things cannot be done. And I am saying he has to with-
draw that part. He is fine to talk about what it is, be-
cause we agree on this matter. But he is saying that 
excuses are being made and that is not factually cor-
rect. 
 
The Speaker: The point that is being made on the point 
of order is that there have not been excuses. There has 
been a plan that is being executed, and the plan did not 
say they would have been done yesterday or some time 
back. The plan is moving now towards the date that 
was the objective that was already put out there. So, it 
has not been an excuse why it has not been done. 
There is a plan that is being worked towards.  

So, it would be an excuse if I had said they are 
going to be done yesterday or six months ago and I am 
not completing. I am still now making excuses why it 
was not done. But there was no date set like that. It was 
a plan that it is being implemented, and these are the 
steps that are being done. So, it will be working towards 
that. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

It was not my intention to speak on . . . And I 
am going to keep going. 
 
The Speaker: Basically, the piece of making excuses 
is what is being asked to redress because there have 
not been excuses because they just have not . . . They 
are still working towards the plan. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Mr. Speaker, I stand to be 
guided always by your rulings, and I will move on be-
cause the road traffic accidents in Bermuda and the be-
haviour in Bermuda will not be fixed alone by speed 
cameras. That was one of four points, so I am glad that 
I was able to get the Government to respond. Let's see 
how they do on the other three points of this argument.  

Mr. Speaker, equally another solution that we 
need to bring forward as quickly as possible is updating 
the law enforcement mechanisms for the issuing of ci-
tations for misconduct on our roads. We currently are 
using a paper-based system that has been in use. I left 
the police in 2008. It is the same system, and the sys-
tem that I was raised on. My instructors told me [it] 
started in the 1980s. So, effectively, we are in 2026, 
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and the problem with this, Mr. Speaker, is because it 
takes so very long to write a ticket because you have to 
fill out so much content on that ticket and because you 
then have to go back to the station—which means leav-
ing your patrol route to put that data in the system. This 
takes a ridiculous amount of time. So, every time some-
one has to be issued a citation and summoned to court 
to deal with the road traffic behaviour, it goes through a 
process that effectively takes the police officer out of 
the policing for that day. It is a lengthy process, labori-
ous and inefficient. And as it stands right now, we know 
we need more cops on the streets. So that is another 
example of what we can do.  

And I do not have [any] idea why we cannot 
modernise this because if we are going to be a digital 
on-chain economy, if we are going to be the world's 
centre for reinsurance, if we are going to be all of these 
things publicly to the world, then surely we can do bet-
ter than this.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Further, Mr. Speaker, I would 
speak to the court processes for dealing with those tick-
ets and summonses because, as it stands right now, 
every single traffic offence has to go before the courts. 
And we have all been to Magistrates’ Court in the morn-
ing, or Plea Court, and it is a . . . you just spend all that 
time there just waiting in line while people come up with 
excuses after excuses for all of the traffic offences. And 
we just cannot get this bad behaviour under control. 
 There are two processes that we are talking 
about here, not just the Plea Court process. In a mod-
ern jurisdiction what we would have is an automated 
process where if a ticket was issued . . . it would be 
easy to issue, first of all. And if it was issued, it would 
be easy to pay. And that means we would get more 
tickets, more discipline on our roads by our law enforce-
ment. We would, in fact, be reinforcing them and mak-
ing their jobs easier and making our roads safer.  
 Further, Mr. Speaker, my honourable col-
league, the Shadow Attorney General, has made the 
point about the Coroner’s Office and how that process 
has gone to consultation. And he is very happy to con-
tribute to that because the coroner's process is just as 
key. You see, Mr. Speaker, we operate a system of 
laws—not one law. So, it is not just the Road Traffic Act 
or the Motor Car Act. It is not just the one ticket. It is the 
entire system that has to tie together to enable us to get 
a grip of these roads. And these are not glamorous. 
They are not fancy. But they are necessary because we 
can see, right now, having such outdated processes 
and systems means, effectively, that our roads are get-
ting worse and worse by the day.  
 Mr. Speaker, further and finally, I would add 
that the infrastructure situation, which the Government 
has spoken about ad nauseum . . . but the simple fact 
of the matter is, road traffic accidents are occurring due 
to road obstacles like potholes. And right now, given 

that it is so difficult for the coroner to reach a conclu-
sion, we are not able to get the statistics relating to how 
many mortalities, or fatalities or injuries are related to 
that. 
 So, effectively, Mr. Speaker, the reason why 
our roads are out of control is because we have not 
kept up to date with all of the things that we need to. It 
is a total system, and if we take the whole thing together 
and we address it, then the roads get under control. As 
it stands right now, we are losing more and more peo-
ple. More and more people are getting injured. Our 
roads are getting less safe, and it is time for serious 
action.  
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you.  
 Minister Darrell— 
 
Hon. Owen Darrell: Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: —would you like your 20 minutes? 
 
Hon. Owen Darrell: Yes, I would, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead. 
 
Hon. Owen Darrell: I definitely will not be taking 20 
minutes.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 

ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS  
 
Hon. Owen Darrell: But I think, as the Minister respon-
sible for Transport, it is prudent for me to get up and 
respond to the speech of which was just given by my 
honourable colleague from the other side.  
 And I want to just highlight the work that is be-
ing done by the Road Safety Council. We know we do 
have a former [chairman] of the Road Safety Council 
who is here in this House, Mr. Speaker, who was rec-
ognised, actually last week during Road Safety Week 
. . . Dennis Lister III, the Junior Minister for Justice. 
 And before I get into responding to all of the 
things that could be done better, I would like to highlight 
that last week, or two weeks ago, was Road Safety 
Week, May 3 to 9. And we started the conversation 
loudly about Operation Action, and we talked about 
changing minds and changing behaviours. In the mid-
dle of Road Safety Week, Mr. Speaker, there was a 
road safety demonstration on the steps of City Hall, 
which was attended by the mayor of Hamilton, myself, 
the King Edward Memorial Hospital emergency doctor, 
the acting commissioner of police, Allshores Insurance, 
the chairman of the Road Safety Council, as well as the 
chairman of CADA [Council for Alcohol and Drug 
Abuse] . And while I am not going to sit here and attack 
anything that the Member from the other side said, I 
would like to say this: The work that these individuals 
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are doing to try to encourage our public to change be-
haviours cannot be classified as half speeches.  
 Mr. Speaker, I can tell you that it is a full com-
plement of members who have been appointed by my-
self, the Minister responsible for Transport, who take 
time out of their schedules every week (Wednesdays, 
to be exact) to meet and strategise how they can 
spread the message to the public, that changing mind-
sets and changing behaviours will go further than any 
legislation that this Government will put in place, and 
has put in place, for the behaviours on the road. People 
need to change their behaviours.  
 Yes, there are road obstacles. There are ac-
tions that this Government is looking to change, and 
that is for some of my other colleagues to speak about. 
But the number one reason why we see some of the 
behaviours happening on these roads is because of 
distracted drivers, as well as intoxicated drivers, Mr. 
Speaker. Intoxicated drivers and intoxicated driving are 
at some of the highest levels that we have seen. And it 
is unfortunate, Mr. Speaker. But because we do re-
spect the privacy, and we are very cautious of the fam-
ilies who may be grieving in certain times around cer-
tain instances, the full scope of what intoxicated driving 
is doing to individuals unfortunately is not spoken.  
 But I would ask the Member from the other side 
to go back and listen to the full speech that was given 
by the emergency room doctor at the Road Safety 
Council about a week ago. She was able to give full 
stats as to how many intoxicated drivers and others are 
coming through the emergency room. And she even 
went further to talk about what the strain of some of 
these accidents is doing for some of the other individu-
als in the hospital who may need care. So, while I know 
it may not have been the intent, Mr. Speaker, of the 
Member from the other side to throw shots, I will go 
back and say that I am very proud of the work that the 
Road Safety Council is doing. And you will see some 
plans that will be rolled out very, very shortly to try to 
get to the hearts of individuals for them to encourage 
their family members, their friends to change their 
mind-set.  
 Mr. Speaker, I was grateful to see you at the 
event last week that the Road Safety Council put on to 
honour some of the individuals of past who have put 
great time— 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Owen Darrell: —and great effort, great sacrifice 
into trying to bring about change on Bermuda's roads. 
We had firefighters there. Mr. Speaker, I do not have to 
go into detail as to the emotional strain that is on the 
first responders who have to show up to some of these 
scenes. Police officers were there as well.  

Mr. Speaker, we had the former [chairmen] of 
the Road Safety Council, including Dr. Joseph Fran-
cioni, who has (as you know) significant experience as 
an emergency room physician. We also had past 

[chairmen] of the Road Safety Council. So, Mr. 
Speaker, while I do agree that this is a very important 
topic—and it is an important topic—that we must pay 
attention to more outside of the legislation that will 
come, and outside of the speed cameras and outside 
of the changes to certain Acts, the behaviours must 
change, first and foremost, Mr. Speaker, with individu-
als' mind-sets.  
 So, once again, before I take my seat, I will say 
thank you to the members of the Road Safety Council, 
which includes members of the Junior Road Safety 
Council. Say thank you to the past members and past 
[chairmen] of the Road Safety Council, Mr. Speaker.  

And I want to say thank you to the four new 
members on the Road Safety Council who have 
stepped up to give their expertise as to what can be 
done, from the youngest of individuals who go to school 
to the adults who use the roads every day and will call 
themselves “experienced” road users. Because I was 
surprised, Mr. Speaker, when we put out these expres-
sions of interest for different boards, the [number] of ex-
pressions of interest that come from people to say, I 
believe I can make a difference. 

So, Mr. Speaker, while I do not disagree with 
the Honourable Member from the other side bringing 
this to our attention, I must again reiterate that there are 
individuals in this community who care very deeply 
about what is happening on these roads, and they are 
putting some significant time and effort into coming up 
with further strategies, further examples to give to Gov-
ernment as to how we can possibly change some of the 
mind-sets. And it starts at home, and it starts with indi-
viduals and their own behaviours. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Minister. 
 MP Linda Smith, would you like to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Ms. Linda Smith: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead. 
 

ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS 
 
Ms. Linda Smith: I actually attended some of the Road 
Safety Council presentation on the steps of City Hall. I 
did not know it was on. But I happened to be in town, 
and it caught my attention, so, I sat down and took in 
what was left of it. And I did hear the comments from 
the emergency room doctor and some others. And it 
was a great event that they had. 
 But what we have is a problem that is really 
systemic, and it needs a multifaceted approach to com-
ing to a better place. And one area that . . . and cer-
tainly, changing mind-sets is an important part of this. 
Education is an important part of this. People feeling a 
responsibility for each other and a sense of courtesy 
and all of those things. But those happen over time, and 
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they are not going to happen fast enough to save the 
number of people who, you know, are going to die in 
the weeks and months ahead because of the carnage 
that we see on our roads.  

I remember years ago, when people used to 
talk about, what . . . behaviour on the roads was much 
better. People were concerned about being caught, 
taken off the road, losing their licence for a period of 
time, and all of the inconvenience that went with that. 
You do not hear anybody talking about that anymore, 
and you do not seem to see people who really, kind of, 
feel like there is much of a consequence to misbehav-
ing on the road. It used to be that, you know, people 
respected the fact that even if you did not respect the 
other people on the road, you did not want to lose your 
licence and you did not want the inconvenience for you 
and your family. You did not want the cost. You would 
also see a lot more police officers on the road, and cer-
tainly just the visual of seeing police officers on the 
road, you can see the traffic starting to slow down. Peo-
ple start paying attention. Nobody wants to get caught. 
But if there is nobody around, and nobody is going to 
get caught, and over a period of time stop signs be-
come invisible. You know, road markings mean noth-
ing. Driving down the middle of the road has just be-
come commonplace. And there is nothing to, kind of, 
trigger your memory that maybe—or trigger your mind-
set—that maybe what I am doing is careless and dan-
gerous and, you know, I could cause a lot of harm with 
my behaviour. There is just nothing out there to remind 
you of that.  
 And I think we need to see a lot more of that. 
We need to see some enforcement, a lot more enforce-
ment, so that people are going to court and these things 
are being adjudicated quickly and efficiently. People 
are feeling the pain of bad driving and bad driving hab-
its. People are getting retrained as to how to develop 
maybe better driving habits. It does have to be a sys-
temic approach to this. 

And the other thing is, it is not just the driving. 
Because the people who get seriously injured during 
those 6 to 12 accidents that happen . . . I mean, we all 
gasp when we hear the ambulances going and the po-
lice cars, because we think, Oh, I hope it is not some-
thing horrible. And invariably, it is something pretty aw-
ful. And, you know, it is the cost of those people being 
in the hospital. It is the problem with the beds, and the 
overcrowding, and how everybody else who is in the 
emergency room gets dealt with because of this trauma 
that has come in.  

So, it just, it goes down the line. And it in-
creases the cost of our insurance. The people who are 
involved in these accidents, many of them have life-
changing, debilitating leftover effects from this. So, it 
makes them less productive than they would have 
been. It makes their life less, you know, happy and 
healthy and, you know, liveable than it otherwise would 
have been. These are life-changing events. And they 
are also life-changing for the people who are waiting for 

a bed in the hospital, who are also having life-changing 
events but cannot be dealt with because of the trauma 
that has just come in the door.  

And so, you know, I think we just need to look 
at this, you know, across the board, from so many ar-
eas, and tackle it from a number of directions so that 
we are getting better behaviour, we are getting better 
enforcement, we are getting better penalties, we are 
getting better results. And that will help the hospital, 
and it will certainly help, you know, just trying to main-
tain what we have. And so, I would like to see that, and 
I would like to see, maybe, some strategic overall policy 
or programme or something that incorporates all of 
these elements, because it is not a single problem. It is 
not a single issue, it is a multifaceted issue that needs 
a multifaceted approach. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP.  
 Minister, would you like to make a contribution 
at this time? 
 
Hon. Jache Adams: Yes, good afternoon— 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead, Minister. 
 
Hon. Jache Adams: —Mr. Speaker.  
 

HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTY EMPEROR HAILE 
SELASSIE I OF ETHIOPIA FIRST REIGNING KING 

TO VISIT BERMUDA 
 
Hon. Jache Adams: Mr. Speaker, just two weeks ago 
I had the opportunity to greet His Majesty King Charles 
III on Trunk Island and accompany him on a boat ride 
to the Bermuda Aquarium Museum and Zoo, as we 
commemorated the institution's 100th anniversary. It 
was one of those . . . it was in those brief moments we 
shared our deep passion for the environment and, in 
particular, the protection of our oceans. 
 Mr. Speaker, whatever one's personal views 
may be regarding the institution of monarchy, the his-
tory of colonisation, or the role of the British Crown in 
our region, it is not every day that one gets the oppor-
tunity to have an audience with a reigning king. It was 
undoubtedly a historic occasion, and one that I will per-
sonally remember for years to come. However, Mr. 
Speaker, throughout that visit, I repeatedly heard it 
stated on various forums that King Charles III was the 
first reigning king to visit Bermuda. And so today I rise 
simply and respectfully to correct the record. Because 
while His Majesty was the first reigning British king to 
visit Bermuda— 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter]  
 
Hon. Jache Adams: —he was not—and I repeat, he 
was not—the first reigning king to visit our shores. That 
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distinction, Mr. Speaker, belongs to His Imperial Maj-
esty, Emperor Haile Selassie I of Ethiopia. 
 
[Desk thumping]  
 
Hon. Jache Adams: One of the most consequential 
African leaders of the 20th century, who visited Ber-
muda not once, but twice, during his reign.  
 Mr. Speaker, before speaking specifically 
about those two visits, I think it is important to under-
stand who Haile Selassie was, and why his presence 
in Bermuda carries such significance, particularly for 
Black Bermudians in the 1960s.  

Mr. Speaker, Haile Selassie I was crowned 
Emperor of Ethiopia on November 2, 1930, at St. 
George's Cathedral in Addis Ababa. His coronation 
was watched around the world and marked as one of 
the most significant royal ceremonies of the modern 
era. Now, during that coronation, he assumed many ti-
tles, including King of Kings [of Ethiopia], the Elect of 
God, and perhaps most notably, the Conquering Lion 
of the Tribe of Judah.  
 Mr. Speaker, there was another important de-
tail about that coronation that often goes overlooked. 
You see, traditionally at that time, within Ethiopian cus-
tom, the Empress would be crowned 30 days later than 
the Emperor. But Haile Selassie insisted that he and 
Empress Menan be crowned together on the very same 
day. This was viewed by many as a profound statement 
of partnership and shared responsibility between hus-
band and wife.  
 Now, Mr. Speaker, I would like to add a bit 
more context, because by the time Emperor Haile Se-
lassie first arrived in Bermuda, he was already globally 
respected. He had become internationally admired for 
resisting fascist Italy in the 1930s, and for standing be-
fore the League of Nations to warn the world of the dan-
gers of fascism. In 1936, he was recognised as Time 
magazine's “Man of the Year.” Mr. Speaker, with that 
being an ever so brief history into the life of the Em-
peror, we note that Haile Selassie's first visit to Ber-
muda in October of 1963 came at the end of a seven-
day ceremonial visit to the United States, where he ad-
dressed the United Nations and later met with Presi-
dent Kennedy.  
 Now, I need this to be noted, that he came to 
Bermuda after addressing the United Nations. Why? 
Because it was at that General Assembly he boldly de-
livered a speech, and within that speech he let the 
world know: “that until the philosophy which holds one 
race superior and another inferior is finally and perma-
nently discredited and abandoned; that until there are 
no longer first class or second class citizens of any na-
tion; that until the color of a man's skin is of no more 
significance than the color of his eyes; that until the 
basic human rights are equally guaranteed to all with-
out regard to race; that until that day, the dream of last-
ing peace and world citizenship and the rule of 

internation[al] morality will remain but a fleeting illusion, 
to be pursued but never attained.” 
 Mr. Speaker, I am just quoting the King of 
Kings.  

Mr. Speaker, the Emperor stopped in Bermuda 
for a one-day visit in 1963. Yet, despite its brevity the 
visit left a lasting impression on this country. Upon ar-
riving at Kindley Air Force Base, the Emperor's first of-
ficial act was to plant a tree at Government House as a 
living memorial to his visit. He was then taken on a 
sightseeing tour that included Gibb’s Hill Lighthouse. 
And that evening the Emperor attended a dinner with 
local dignitaries, before departing Bermuda the follow-
ing day.  

But Mr. Speaker, perhaps one of the most 
meaningful details came months later, when the Em-
peror wrote directly to Bermuda's Governor at that time, 
expressing his gratitude for the welcome that he had 
received. And in that letter, Mr. Speaker, the Emperor 
wrote, “The warm and heartfelt reception accorded us 
by Your Excellency and the people of Bermuda during 
our stopover in your beautiful country is still a vivid 
memory. We shall always treasure and long remember 
the visit.” 
 Mr. Speaker, to many, the affirmation of those 
words was demonstrated when just four years later, in 
1967, Emperor Haile Selassie returned to Bermuda 
while travelling to North America to [attend] the Mon-
treal Expo, in 1967. Now this second visit was larger in 
scale and drew enormous public attention. The Em-
peror travelled with an entourage of dignitaries, journal-
ists, musicians and dancers. He was met by the full 
guard of honour from the Bermuda Regiment and the 
Bermuda Regiment Band, while hundreds gathered for 
a reception at Government House hosted by the then 
Governor. 
 And Mr. Speaker, the historical significance of 
these visits extended beyond diplomacy or ceremony. 
For many Black Bermudians in the 1960s, Haile Selas-
sie represented something powerful and deeply affirm-
ing. Witnessing a Black African Emperor, a sovereign 
leader respected across the world, arriving in Bermuda 
with dignity, prestige and global influence had a pro-
found psychological and cultural impact. 
 And so, Mr. Speaker, I rise today, not to dimin-
ish the significance of King Charles III's visit, nor to 
make any broader political statement about the monar-
chy itself. I will leave that for another time and another 
day. Rather, I rise because history matters. Facts mat-
ter. When we speak about “firsts”—particularly within 
the context of Black history, African history, Bermudian 
history—we have a responsibility to ensure the record 
is accurate.  
 Emperor Haile Selassie I was a reigning mon-
arch. He visited Bermuda in 1963 and again in 1967. 
And therefore, respectfully, King Charles III was not the 
first reigning king to visit Bermuda.  
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Mr. Speaker, sometimes the correction of his-
tory may seem like a small thing. But preserving truth 
is an important responsibility of this Honourable House.  
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: [Microphone off] 
 

ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS 
 
Mr. Robert King: Yes, Mr. Speaker.  
 Much has been said, and there is much that we 
can agree upon in terms of where we need to go as a 
country to make sure that we are all prosperous, espe-
cially the vulnerable and the underserved. The question 
I have is, were Emperor Haile Selassie to be alive to-
day, what would he say about the state of affairs that 
currently exists in Bermuda since his last visit on this 
Island? What would he say about the state of our edu-
cational system? What would he say about the number 
of young Black Bermudians who are getting killed 
needlessly due to violence and lack of opportunity? 
Overrepresented in prisons, underrepresented in the 
employment market. Overrepresented in terms of per-
sons requiring services for mental health, and others 
because of the traumas that they are suffering, be-
cause of the circumstances that we are now in since 
we have a government of the people, for the people, 
who look like the people who were suffering and op-
pressed.  

What would he say now, about how we are 
treating those same people, when we are in a position 
of great responsibility to do something meaningful? We 
talk about what needs to be done, and we are all in 
agreement, on both sides of the House. And it is about 
the execution of the shared vision and mission to make 
lives better for all of us, especially the underserved and 
those in need.  

So, when we were talking about road traffic 
deaths and specific things that needed to be done to 
prevent needless death of young persons in this com-
munity, it suggests that a back-to-basics approach is 
what is required. We knew, those of us who are 55 and 
older (I guess it is still quite a few people in here), that 
65 kilometres and over you were off the road. It was not 
about points. Now when you go to the court, the Mag-
istrate has to go ahead and break out a calculator, fig-
ure out how many points it takes to be over so that you 
cannot drive. But let’s go ahead and let you drive your 
construction vehicle, which weighs four times as much 
as the bike, when you were riding whilst disqualified 
and we gave you time to pay for four years and you did 
not. We did not confiscate your bike. We took our time, 
or it appeared that we took our time, to bring you before 
the court, to pay your fees owed to the people of this 
country. 

Our approach to enforcement is actually our 
approach to enabling the very behaviours that we are 

trying to change. When we ride on the roads, bikes and 
cars, how often do we see a police car? When you get 
into an accident and somebody has not been hurt, they 
will drive past and let you sort it out yourself. Hopefully, 
the person whom you get in accident with is honest, 
and the licence and everything is up to date, but you 
are not going to know that. And then when, on occa-
sion, you do call the police who are engaged in other 
activities and are stretched thin because of the nature 
of the work, problems are caused, delays are caused, 
justice is denied. The point is, we have to do things dif-
ferently. We have to recognise that if we hold the sanc-
tity of life as one of the primary and critical areas of 
need that we must protect, we must do things differ-
ently. 
 Speed cameras? Absolutely. But I would hope 
that we would have a traffic squad like we used to, be-
fore. RoboCop and Boxhead. For those of you who 
used to ride, they were there. You knew, if you were 
speeding, you were going to get caught, and I did. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Mr. Robert King: Yes Paynter. 
 You knew you were going to be held account-
able. You were going to go to court, and you were going 
to have to pay some money, and chances were you 
were going to come off the road.  

When we are talking about enforcement, we 
are talking about a presence in the community to ad-
dress the necessary behaviours that need to change. 
Parish constables used to be regularly a part of the 
community. Not for law and order, but to be responsive 
to the needs of the community. To help connect per-
sons in need and persons who were having adverse 
childhood experiences to mentorship and other pro-
grammes, so that there was not an escalation in the 
very behaviours that we are trying to change. A com-
munity holistic approach.  
 When we used to have a “wandering abroad,” 
which was an offence on the books. And then we, right-
fully so, according to Human Rights, said that being 
homeless is not a crime, we did not put any meaningful 
measures in place to . . . We are not pointing fingers 
here, what we are talking about is how we approach the 
problem with the available information that we have. 
So, this is not a criticism. What we do accept is, the 
number of homeless people is increasing. That is a fact. 
Mr. Speaker, 1,331 since last year, when it was 1,101, 
I think it was. More persons are receiving financial as-
sistance. The cost of living is rising for everybody else. 
 Behaviours on Front Street where persons are 
using substances and going to the liquor store right 
next door to get singles of, you know, Super T’s and 
Elephants, and then causing problems to the persons 
who are coming off the ferries—locals, tourists. We see 
it, we ignore it, the problem continues and then last year 
somebody got killed. 
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Banners [are] not supposed to be posted. And 
in certain areas they have come down. I thank the Min-
ister for that. And at the same time, we are not seeing 
a consistency in enforcement. So, in some areas they 
are now down, and thankfully so, but in other areas they 
crop up. You see them by Marsh Folly, by the where 
the old dump is. I think there is going to be a concert at 
the end of the month, Sound Clash or something. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter]  
 
Mr. Robert King: I drive regularly; [I] drive past it. The 
point is, if we want the certain behaviours to change, 
we want our Island to look a certain way, we want a 
lifestyle to be safe and secure, we want people to show 
care and regard for each other, we have to exercise 
good judgment and discipline in what we are doing as 
a Government, and the civil servants, and the people 
on the front line, all of us working together. 
 So, the police officer who makes the arrest can 
be assured that when the person goes to court, the per-
son receives the appropriate justice. When we are talk-
ing about impaired driving, we have a culture of driving 
under the influence. And now, when we have the me-
dicinal cannabis framework, that is going to be another 
consideration in terms of making sure that the police 
are properly trained, doctors are properly trained, so 
that persons using are not going to be using medica-
tions irresponsibly. 

So, there are all these layers to the levels of 
responsibility and behavioural change that are re-
quired. Absolutely. The Constitution needs to be up-
dated so that we can remain current, and responsive, 
and respond appropriately to the needs of the commu-
nity. Absolutely. We are all on board. It needs to be 
done properly. Enforcement, fundamentally, is the is-
sue. We all agree that things need to change. Current 
practices, as relates to the one example given about 
road deaths, is not working. Mr. Speaker, 1,400 deaths 
. . . 1,400 accidents a year; approximately 136 serious 
injuries; preventable deaths through knives, guns and 
road traffic, approximately 17 per year.  
 And as rightly was spoken about by my col-
leagues to the right and left, the impact on the commu-
nity in terms of health care costs, traumas to family, 
health care, and the list goes on.  
 What I am asking this Government and this 
House for, is an agreement to work collectively and col-
laboratively towards the addressing of these critical ar-
eas of need. With strategic plans, with timelines, with 
approaches that are data driven, and that we are not 
afraid to discuss what is working well, to take advice 
from other jurisdictions from the south, north, east and 
west, all over the globe; what works and implement that 
and track the results and make the necessary and dif-
ficult changes that will impact in the short- and long-
term for this community.  
 Thank you. 
 

The Speaker: Any other Member?  
 MP Famous, would you like your 20 minutes on 
the clock? 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: It seems the OBA is getting 
very much coordinated with their MTAs. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Teamwork, I was not . . . I 
was not— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: I was not . . . I was not . . . 
it was a compliment. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Take . . . take it. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: What I will say, I do not 
think the Honourable Member who sat down should 
conflate what he had to say with what the previous 
speaker before him had to say, because the reverence 
of his Imperial Majesty should not be mixed up with 
what you are trying to use.  
 
CONGRATULATORY AND/OR OBITUARY SPEECH 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Speaker, I did not get to 
speak on the condolences. I was caught up with some-
thing else, so I would like to take a few minutes to rec-
ognise some folks who have passed since the last time 
we stood here. 
 Mr. Elroy Eve— 
 
The Speaker: You could [hold] them for the next sitting 
if you like. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Well, we never know what 
is going to happen next time. The list is only going to 
get longer. 

Mr. Elroy Eve of Devonshire. Mr. . . . Brother 
Peter Powell, formerly of BELCO. Ms. Leila Chavis 
(Née Matthie) of St.—used to be of St. George's. 
Brother Floyd Forth, I would like to associate my name 
with that. Mrs. Darlene Bascome Emery, a Berkeleyite. 
You may know her, she was in your, sort of, generation. 
Mr. Peter Crisson of Crisson's Jewellery. Mr. S-Utchat 
Massey, also known as Claire Leeann. And Mr. Troy 
Commissiong, brother of former MP Ralph Commis-
siong. 
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[Inaudible interjections]  
 

SENHOR SANTO CRISTO FESTIVAL 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Yes. 
 Mr. Speaker, this weekend marks the celebra-
tion of the [Senhor] Santo Cristo Festival, which is a 
festival celebrated by persons from São Miguel in the 
Azores. Now for those who do not know, the Azores 
are, for lack of a better term, a colony of Portugal. So, 
there is actually separate islands. São Miguel is the 
largest of nine islands, and the majority of persons in 
Bermuda of Azorean descent come from São Miguel.  

So, every year they put on an event at St. Te-
resa's. It used to be our BAA at times, but now it is go-
ing to be at Mount Saint Agnes. And so, this year they 
are trying something to incorporate more Bermudian, 
make it a little bit more holistic bringing in the Gombeys, 
the Portuguese . . . sorry, the Filipino dancers. For 
those who like Malasadas, I suggest you get there early 
because it is going to be a very long line.  
 But what it speaks to, Mr. Speaker (and I will 
speak to another point later on), is that the Azorean per-
sons in Bermuda are part of our culture. Some look 
straight Azorean, some are mixed, and some you can-
not even tell but they have Azorean blood. But they are 
as Bermudian as the rest of us, Mr. Speaker. And there 
was a time that the then colonial government (King 
Charles's people), did not allow Azorean men to bring 
their families here. They said, No! You are here to work; 
you are not here to socialise. So, you know what the 
inevitable result of that will be, Mr. Speaker.  

So, I encourage all of Bermuda to learn about 
the Santo Cristo Festival, irrespective of their own reli-
gious beliefs, but this is a part of our Bermudian culture. 
 
CONGRATULATORY AND/OR OBITUARY SPEECH 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Speaker, I also want to 
give congrats to two of our sister parties who have re-
cently been, what is the correct word for it? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Returned to power in the 
Caribbean. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Hmm? 
 
An Hon. Member: Successful. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Yes, extremely successful. 
The first congrats goes to the Antigua Barbuda Labour 
Party. Last year, we had Minister Chet Greene come 
and be our guest speaker at our annual banquet. Yes, 
MP Tyrrell's friend— 
 

An Hon. Member: Football friend. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Football friend. 

And on April 30, the Antigua Barbuda Labour 
Party went from 9 seats to 15. Mr. Speaker, 15 out of 
17 seats. What did that speak to? That spoke to the fact 
that they are stable. The people in the country realise, 
irrespective of the noise of the Opposition party, that 
they have seen progress under the Antigua Bermuda 
. . . Barbuda, sorry, Labour Party. And they will return 
to power. 

Mr. Speaker, as you know, most of us have 
Caribbean heritage. Many of us have Caribbean herit-
age. And I can proudly stand tonight to say one of my 
cousins was elected for the first time. She was a Sena-
tor, now she's an MP and a Minister.  
 
[Desk thumping]  
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Thank you.  
 Mr. Speaker, in our sister island of The Baha-
mas—the Commonwealth of The Bahamas—the Pro-
gressive Liberal Party, the original PLP, was returned 
to power on May 12. Out of 41 seats, the Progressive 
Labour Party of The Bahamas— 
 
An Hon. Member: Liberal. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Sorry, Progressive Liberal 
Party. Oh, thank you for that correction. The Progres-
sive Liberal Party of The Bahamas has 33 of those 
seats. So, it is safe to say that that is a landslide. 
 Now for those who remember, Mr. Speaker, in 
2022, the Prime Minister, the Honourable Brave . . . 
Philip “Brave” Davis, and many of his Ministers came to 
Bermuda to speak during our annual convention. They 
reminded Bermudians, especially the Bermuda Pro-
gressive Labour Party family, of the connections be-
tween the PLP in Bermuda and PLP in The Bahamas, 
the shared values and the shared motto. We both say, 
“PLP all the way.” 
 Mr. Speaker, in stark comparison, in the UK, 
the British Labour Party has suffered some terrible 
losses as of late. It appears as if the fascist (Is that the 
word, fascist?)— 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Fascist party, the Reform 
Party, have made inroads in turning British . . . sorry, 
English people against everyone else. The fascist Re-
form Party has made inroads in local elections to the 
chagrin (Is that is the word, chagrin?)— 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: To the chagrin of many. So 
much so, Mr. Speaker, that Prime Minister Keir Starmer 
probably will not last until July. He has not one, not two, 
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not three, but possibly four of his own MPs trying to take 
his seat. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, when I actually look back and 
I say, Well, did not this happen underneath the (What 
do you call that?) Conservative Party? You had David 
Cameron. Then you had, what is the lady's name? 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: No, before her.  
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: They have had, in the last 
10 years, there have been six British Prime Ministers.  

What is the point I am trying to make, Mr. 
Speaker? There are those who say, Look to the UK for 
stability. But a Prime Minister cannot last more than two 
years in the UK, if that. So how are they any beacons 
of morality for anyone else? They are not. 
 Meanwhile, in the Caribbean, Prime Ministers 
are lasting six and seven, sometimes 10 years. So, I 
say to the people, do not ever come to us and say, Look 
to the UK for political stability, because there is none 
there.  
 Is Minister[sic] Fahy, I mean Michael Fahy 
here?  

No? He is gone?  
No, he is not here. 

 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING INITIATIVE 

 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Speaker, moving on to 
housing. As we know, we have a challenge with afford-
able housing in Bermuda. And rightfully, people are 
asking, What is the Government doing about it? Well, 
last week, Mr. Speaker, the Bermuda Housing Corpo-
ration opened four renovated units [on] Middletown 
[Lane]. Four is not a lot in the grand scheme of things. 
We'll be opening five more before Cup Match. Nine is 
not a lot in the grand scheme of things. So, Mr. 
Speaker, last week, Monday, the Honourable Minister 
Zane De Silva launched his affordable housing initia-
tive.  

So, a lot to read, but basically it says that the 
Bermuda Government is committed to building hun-
dreds of affordable housing units in this country. So, I 
say to the people, number one, your Government is do-
ing something. But I also say to the people, all right? 
That the government owns land in the extremes of the 
Island. In the extreme east, down at Southside. In the 
extreme west, west of Watford Bridge. That is the right 
place, Watford Bridge, MP? 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: West of Watford Bridge. 
Great. 

 So, when we start building these affordable 
units, they are not going to be single units. They cannot 
be single units. It is not cost-effective to do that. They 
are going to be multiple story units. No, they are not 
going to be skyscrapers. They are going to be multiple 
storeys.  

And no, they are not going to be built the tradi-
tional Bermuda way. They are going to be built precast 
panels. What are precast panels?, people are asking. 
Anyone here, anyone familiar with Frog Lane, Top 
Square, Hermitage Road, Boaz Island, even? There 
are precast houses that were built 40 years ago under 
the United Bermuda Party that still stand and will prob-
ably stand for another 400 years. Because that is the 
quality of the material.  

So, for those who think that the Government, 
via the Bermuda Housing Corporation, are building 
some fly-by-night thing, it is not true. The cost of build-
ing in Bermuda, Mr. Speaker, as you would know, is 
nearer to $700 to $800 a square foot. By doing the pre-
cast panels we are able to do it for substantially less. 
So, I just want to reassure people that the Bermuda 
Government, via a generous grant from the . . . not 
grant, sorry. What do they call that? Guarantee. A guar-
antee from the Ministry of Finance, [to be] able to do 
these sorts of things. 
 

CARICOM 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Finally, Mr. Speaker, last 
night I was invited to be a panellist at an event in Som-
erset. And I was thinking to myself, what should I wear? 
What should I wear?  
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: No, I did not. And I decided, 
let me just wear something neutral-ish.  
 But anyway, Mr. Speaker, the point is that I was 
invited to a panel up at St. James Church Hall to talk 
about CARICOM. Bermuda is moving forward as, po-
tentially moving forward as, a full member of 
CARICOM. Now, we all know what the weather was like 
yesterday. It was kind of iffy, but a good turnout was 
had—interesting turnout, seating arrangements, the 
way people sat. And then, as the panellist with the Hon-
ourable Alexa Lightbourne, and the Honourable Attor-
ney General, Kim Wilkerson, gave their dissertations. I 
gave my part.  
 And then the questions came. And you have to 
ask yourself, Are we here talking about CARICOM? Or 
are we talking about something that somebody wants 
to divert the topic? You see, Mr. Speaker, it is pretty 
obvious when people do not want to actually discuss 
the issue at hand, they bring up these things called “red 
herrings.” What about the trees? What about the 
roads? What about this? And you are saying, You 
know, this isn't the Minister for that. [Then they ask:] 
What about emigration?  
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So, you see, Mr. Speaker, here it is. The Min-
ister is taking her time, and the DCI and all the other 
folks, taking the time to set up this whole . . . to give 
people information. Information that they say, We want 
more information. But when you actually give them the 
platform to ask those questions, they want to ask other 
things to turn away from the actual topic.  
 You see, one of the questions they ask is, What 
about all the money you are going to be spending for 
this thing? Why are you going to spend all this money? 
It is a valid question. What are you getting in return? 
And I am sorry I did not get to answer somebody be-
cause then I said . . . and I go back to what the Honour-
able Jache Adams said, What about all the money we 
spent on the Governor every year? What about all the 
money we spend on his staff every year? What about 
all the money we spent refurbishing Government 
House?  
 The Governor . . . the Governor does not work 
for the people of Bermuda, folks. He works for the For-
eign, Commonwealth & Development Office, a.k.a. the 
British Government, a.k.a. the Crown. And we, as the 
colonised, are paying his salary. We, as the colonised, 
are paying his travel expenses. We, as the colonised, 
are paying for his housing. That big house, the biggest 
house in Bermuda, for one person. They ask, Why are 
you spending all this money on CARICOM? No one 
asks how much money we spent when the King came 
here. Sorry, the second King came here. No one asks 
us that. Because, Mr. Speaker, we have a mind-set in 
this country that if it is of colonial colour, it is okay. 
Spending money; do not ask any question. But any-
thing to do with the Caribbean, it is an issue. Anything. 
I am going to say it again: Anything that is of colonial 
history (present day) it is no problem, spend the money. 
Oh, we got to go England again, spend the money. Oh, 
we got to bring in somebody from England, spend the 
money. No one asks us. 
 But the minute we are talking about an institu-
tion to help move us as Bermudians, all of us, forward, 
it becomes an issue. We have to be honest as a coun-
try, Mr. Speaker. We have double standards. All right? 
And I am not saying that we have all the answers in 
regard to CARICOM. But what I can tell you, of the 
money we spend on the Governor, we do not get any-
thing back. The UK does not send any money down 
here.  
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: What money [do] they send 
here? 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Anyway, my point, Mr. 
Speaker, is this. When we stand up, we have to face 
the Union Jack in the year 2026. Everything we do in 
this country is based off of a colonial history. But no one 

has a problem with that. But the minute Black people 
start saying, Let’s talk to other Black people, it is an is-
sue. That is what we really have to examine. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP. 

Is there any other Member? Minister? Okay. 
MP Swan has the floor. 
 

ROYAL VISIT 
INVITATION NOT RECEIVED BY MP 

 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Yes, Mr. Speaker.  
 Mr. Speaker, I hadn’t intended to speak on the 
motion to adjourn today. But I feel compelled, as one 
who is old enough to remember the direct influence of 
His Majesty, Haile Selassie’s appearance in Bermuda. 
In fact, I had a schoolteacher who I was very close to. 
We used to call him Emperor, because he looked just 
like His Imperial Majesty. And his name was (the late) 
Chesley Trott. I considered it an honour to offer a tribute 
at his memorial service at Barr’s [Bay] Park.  
 The Emperor, his presence in Bermuda. I am 
old enough to remember my mentor, the late Walter 
King, Member of Parliament for Hamilton East, who ac-
tually introduced me to politics somewhat, along with 
the other golfers who hung around the golf course and 
talked politics when they were not playing golf. He was 
a member of the UBP before he switched over and then 
joined the PLP and ran in [19]76 and got elected. And 
within a month, was standing on the very lawn of Par-
liament, greeting Her Majesty the Queen, of which I did 
not realise at that time.  

But Walter Lister, who got elected that same 
election, sent me those pictures as I was writing articles 
about Mr. King's legacy in golf and his impact on me. 
Because as a young person trying to emulate one of 
my mentors, I actually sit in Parliament as a direct result 
of Mr. King. And as the Opposition Leader, I remember 
when Her Majesty visited Bermuda when Dr. Brown 
was the Premier of Bermuda, and all Members of Par-
liament were afforded the opportunity to meet. Because 
unlike anybody else that is in Bermuda, not too many 
swear an oath. We swear an oath when we come to 
Parliament. You swear an oath when you become an 
Opposition Leader or a Cabinet Minister. You swear an 
oath when you become a Junior Minister. You pledge 
allegiance to Her Majesty, or His Majesty, and their 
heirs.  
 And I do think that had the Imperial Majesty 
come to Bermuda, as he did go to Jamaica in 1963, a 
year after independence, he would have done the 
same thing that he did there. He would have addressed 
Parliament, and all Parliamentarians would have had 
an opportunity to have met him. You know, I'm old 
enough to . . . you know, I grew up in golf. And one 
thing about golf, we call penalties on ourselves, be-
cause we aim to be better than anybody else, no matter 
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what our circumstances are. And fairness is first 
amongst that.  

And, Mr. Speaker, I just want to say I wasn't 
here when the King visited Bermuda. I was actually in 
Windsor when he was here. I was actually having a 
meal where I could look down a lane, where I could 
walk 25 yards—no, 25 paces, just 25 yards—and look 
up that lane and see Windsor Castle. And I'll say this, 
the waiter who told me that he [had been to] Bermuda, 
said, We’re here, your King is there. He said, I’m glad 
you’re here, because I don’t care too much when he’s 
here.  

So, I said, It’s in reverse. I said, My folks are 
waving, my folks are waving flags. But as a Parliamen-
tarian overseas I never received an invite.  

And I do not think that is right. And whoever 
was responsible for that, I am here to say it is not right! 
You cannot have a sovereign of a country come here 
and not do that. And if I am not prepared to say it here, 
I shouldn’t be here!  

I said my piece. 
I feel for those Members who may only serve 

one term. But as in 1976, when the Progressive Labour 
Party and my mentor sat in Opposition, he had an op-
portunity to choose if he so wanted to. He did not have 
to be there, because I am sure Members chose not to 
be there, but they had a choice. 

And Mr. Lister, who raced me out of Somerset 
in 1983 when I ran (you know a little bit about that), is 
seen with his spouse—with his spouse—meeting Her 
Majesty, I believe. And I am one of the few people who 
will stand here and tell you in this Parliament that they 
actually voted for independence in 1995 and still indi-
cate that I would love independence for Bermuda to-
morrow. But right is right.  
 

SOUTHAMPTON PRINCESS HOTEL 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Mr. Speaker, on right is 
right, I just want to thank the Government on this occa-
sion for having the courage to see through bringing to 
this shore the restoration of the Southampton Princess 
Hotel. When I was away, I saw soft announcements 
coming forth. And I was reminded of the fact that it was 
not an easy process. There were objections on a num-
ber of fronts, and there were persons who did not want 
it. And I am glad to have been one of those who saw 
the need for it.  

And let me declare my interest, as I often do 
when I go on this wicket, that I am a boy of Southamp-
ton soil, who had a great-grandmother whose property 
was compulsorily acquired to do that to make sure that 
there was a product on that hill for the purpose of tour-
ism. Emily Bascome . . . not . . . Emily Bascome was 
her daughter. The property of Emily Burrows Hall, my 
great-grandmother, mother of my grandmother, Ivy, 
was compulsorily acquired in Southampton for the 
building of that property. 

So, to be able to say that even if you cannot 
get 100 per cent correct everything you do, but to say 
that we have come to a point where the largest amount 
of investment in the country has taken place to realise 
a project of such, I am here to say that I am proud of 
that. I am proud to have been a part of making sure that 
at this time in excess of . . . and somebody might cor-
rect me on this. More than $300 million, more than a 
quarter of a billion dollars, maybe closer to half a billion 
dollars will be injected into this economy because of 
decisions to make sure that we increased our hotel 
stock and had a flagship hotel property return to Ber-
muda. And I believe that over the years we have seen 
that progression taking place. 

I believe, in a mindful world, that we will take 
the opportunity to look at the glass as half full rather 
than finding all the reasons why to look at the glass as 
half empty. And because I have been doing a little bit 
of . . . I am not making excuses for having to navigate 
a little bit in Hamilton Parish because of all that rain and 
what is been left, my water hazards that exist. But it is 
not lost on me that as I navigated other countries, in-
cluding the motherland, they have issues with roads as 
well. And so, we are not too dissimilar to many other 
jurisdictions that have to navigate through periods of 
fiscal financial challenges. 

I believe we have done that, you know. I be-
lieve that since 2017, the Government of which I was 
elected to in 2017, has become more fiscally prudent, 
conservative enough to be able to pay down the debt, 
but responsible enough to be able to look after seniors 
and social programmes. And I believe you will see 
more, because I believe more has to be done in that 
area.  

But I think you will get it and you are getting it 
more here than the persons who would look at the glass 
as half empty. And come and, you know, be able to pro-
vide that type of dialogue to be able to let persons not 
focus on how significant it is that we made a decision 
to move forward and have the date certain, or date near 
certain, where we can look and see groups coming to 
this Island to Southampton.  

And that was a decision that was first made in 
the 60s when the Southampton Princess was first built, 
and it was accompanied by another development, a de-
velopment at Port Royal Golf Course, which allowed 
Time magazine and all those big convention groups 
that used to come. And what you have seen in recent 
years is redevelopment there where we have a product 
there that hosts, that provides global awareness where 
the reintroduction of the Southampton Princess will 
bring people who will look to a world-class facility, and 
it encourages other facilities to upgrade. And where do 
we see that? Well, we would see that at Elbow Beach, 
wouldn't we? You see The Loren [at Pink Beach] on 
stream has now looked West, and we are grateful for 
that.  

And I am sure, I am sure that the Opposition 
can take some credit for their involvement in properties 
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such as The Loren and down there in St. George’s. But 
let me just go to St. George’s and herald something that 
a young Bermudian invested in. Hillcrest Boutique Ho-
tel. Ms. Veronica Gordon. A lady who, in my estimation, 
is a visionary when it comes to development, because 
it is not our first rodeo with development. And she has 
an eye to be able to look a property and see potential 
beyond it. And she has looked at a property which has 
great historical value for the Town of St. George’s.  

And I knew Ms. [Ellen] Trew Robinson, who 
had two sons that were actually connected to this 
House of Assembly. The former of the sons, Delaey 
Robinson, and also Mr. Cecil Clarke, right? Represent-
ing the Progressive Labour Party. So that property 
came of great historical significance. But Ms. Veronica 
Gordon saw what could be done in the modern context 
of what visitors look for, combining elegance with pri-
vacy, providing the type of property that would fit well 
within a town where you can walk to everything. 

So, within the Town of St. George’s, you now 
have three hotel properties. I have also said that in the 
East End in particular, with Grotto Bay [Beach Resort & 
Spa] being in the Parish of St. George's as well. And 
Castle Harbour being partially . . . Castle Harbour, you 
can . . . the Tucker’s Point sitting on Castle Harbour be-
ing partially in St. George's Parish. The Mid Ocean 
Club is partially in St. George's Parish as well. And The 
Loren being next door, you know.  

You know, I voted for independence. We have 
everything there but an airport to, you know, consider 
going independent ourselves, you know. But I say that 
tongue-in-cheek to say that, you know, we have an op-
portunity to market ourselves very jealously with the 
three golf course properties that we have in Bermuda, 
representing about 40 per cent of that product on Island 
right there in the East End. And I see interest growing. 

I often say, and I did not . . . I learned this on 
the doorstep many years ago. And I often herald what 
the late David White, editor of the Royal Gazette, told 
me when I used to canvass him. He used to say, Kim, 
never lose sight that St. George's was always a working 
town. It was the first capital of Bermuda. Commerce is 
a bedrock. Commerce in St. George enables persons 
not to have to commute to Hamilton to work or have the 
choice not to.  

I was one of those persons coming to St. 
George’s in 1985, opening up one of the larger, . . . be-
coming one of the larger employers there. When I came 
to St. George’s, a town that my grandfather actually 
lived in when he was a boy, John Anderson, my grand-
father, and his siblings lived in St. George's as well. A 
lot of people do not know that, but I have to drop that in 
every now and then. But we Andersons are connected 
to the ocean.  

And the connections between Somerset and 
St. George's are not just Cup Match, you know. It is be-
cause it was easier to get to the West End and Dock-
yard and back to those two maritime areas by boat than 
it was by land. And so, you know, you will see Swans 

that are in St. George's that look just like Swans in 
Somerset. Sometimes that is not by accident, you 
know. I mean, you know, not everybody knows those 
types of things. Well, but that does not, that is not too 
dissimilar with many, many folks. 

What I am here to say is that in many aspects 
in tourism, we have more to celebrate and more to look 
forward to in a positive way than what sometimes we 
focus on.  

In closing, Mr. Speaker, as I said on the con-
grats, I gave congratulations to the movement of Lord 
St. George. I declare my interest. In the 1990s I would 
have been one of those young persons who made his-
tory by walking down on the square in St. George’s. 
And I see today the young people have changed their 
mindset, have embraced the visiting lodges in Ber-
muda. You could only wear St. George's colours there. 
They have opened it up where persons can come from, 
and Bermuda has more everything per square mile 
than anywhere in the world. More golf courses, more 
churches, more bars, more Masonic lodges. And they 
opened it up to embrace everybody.  

But when they did that, they invited folks from 
The Bahamas who come, they invited folks from New 
York who come, they have invited persons from Can-
ada who come, they invite people from the UK to come. 
And what you are seeing now is the Peppercorn Cere-
mony, which celebrates the lodges, one lodge, now 200 
in Bermuda embracing Freemasonry and all lodges 
through St. George’s, inviting people to Bermuda for 
cultural tourism.  

And I am here to say that celebrating cultural 
tourism, celebrating sports tourism, celebrating the arts 
and tourism, celebrating educational tourism, celebrat-
ing medical tourism, where you are connecting people 
on Island and organisations on Island with their con-
nections overseas is where we need to put our monies. 
I have been saying it, I believe it, I know it to be true, I 
have participated in making it to prove certain.  

In 1957, a younger man came to Bermuda and 
opened a hotel on that Southampton coast that I grew 
up on, Pompano Beach. Mr. Lamb, his sons are around 
my age now, and they participated in sports tourism par 
excellence. They have a template. I want to tell you that 
around 1999, when I got out of the business, my assis-
tant, Alex Medeiros, a very progressive young man (I 
am very proud of him), living in South Carolina, who 
was one of my apprentices, took that event, took our 
events that we transported from Castle Harbour to St. 
George's, and took it up there. And those events still go 
on today.  

When you invest in relationships, when you in-
vest in the people in Bermuda who have connections 
overseas you will end up with a Newport to Bermuda, 
Annapolis to Bermuda, a Race Week, a Pompano Cou-
ples, a Pompano Ladies. You will come up with events 
that stand the test of time. 

And in my final minute, I want to say, when it 
comes to honours, there is a gentleman that stands out 
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far most to me. And I declare my interest, I love golf. 
But Bob Carrero from Glebe Hill, in Tucker’s Town, took 
it upon himself during COVID-19 to say that this Ber-
muda event, which is the oldest pro-amateur golf event 
in the world, will not die. And with only eight teams he 
made sure that that tournament remained continuous. 
Up until December of last year, he had over 75 four-
somes with family members of some of the most iconic 
clubs in the entire globe. And that is no mean feat. 
Why? Because he loves Bermuda, and he has interna-
tional connections that he was not afraid to leverage on 
behalf of his beloved Bermuda. 

And I am saying that that template is the same 
template of Race Week. It is the same template that I 
have seen exercised in many other sporting and cul-
tural events that stood the test of time in our country.  

Mr. Speaker, I will do my part with the breath 
left in my body to try to make that a reality, connecting 
us with the people that love Bermuda, finding people, 
more people, to fall in love with Bermuda through the 
people of Bermuda, both in Bermuda and around the 
world.  

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member.  

Does any other MP?  
Mr. Weeks. 

 
HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTY 

EMPEROR HAILE SELASSIE I OF ETHIOPIA 
FIRST REIGNING KING TO VISIT BERMUDA 

 
Hon. Michael A. Weeks: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

In my time here in this Honourable Chamber, 
every now and then there is this speech, especially on 
the motion to adjourn, where sometimes somebody 
should just drop the microphone and we go home for 
the evening.  

Tonight, Mr. Speaker, that is the way I felt when 
my colleague from Public Works spoke on the history 
of [Emperor] Haile Selassie [of Ethiopia]. I am one of 
those that, as an MP for Back O’ Town, so to speak, it's 
a large Rasta population. So, I got an earful when peo-
ple said, Well, the King that came, King Charles [III] 
was not the first to come. And I could not have articu-
lated any better, even if I had practiced what my col-
league has done. So, hats off to him for that brilliant, 
brilliant history lesson, and I am glad others— 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Michael A. Weeks: Yes. Yes. Okay. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Michael A. Weeks: And right. Well, actually, yes, 
peace and love.  
 
[Laughter]  

Hon. Michael A. Weeks: But, Mr. Speaker, before I go 
on to my remarks, I want to also mention that a lot of 
us, some of us on this side of the floor, do have some 
Azorean connections, some Azorean roots. Yes. And I 
proudly say I am one of them. Right? 

And I said without reservation that, you know, 
before time and we were separated, when the Blacks 
and Portuguese were separated, most of us lived in the 
same communities. You know, and as a result, I have 
a great-grandmother that was from São Miguel. Okay? 
 

ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS 
 
Hon. Michael A. Weeks: So, moving right along, Mr. 
Speaker, I have to say that it is always, it is always 
humbling when we talk about the road carnage. And 
that is one thing that I feel that our House,—our House 
on either side—is united on. So, this is not to criticise 
anyone, but just to agree that we have some real car-
nage that we have to address.  

And we have to be clear that this is not a new 
phenomenon. We have had people die on the roads al-
most at one a month for years on average. Life-altering 
accidents have been happening for years. And I must 
stress that a lot of times when we talk about the road 
deaths and the road carnage, we talk about it as being 
a young-person's event. That is not the case, Mr. 
Speaker. People get in these accidents, either life-al-
tering or losing their lives, from every age group, just 
about, in Bermuda. You know, so it is more than just 
our youngsters.  

But what I want to say, just as a point of clarifi-
cation, and not only for the Member from I think,  con-
stituency 23 . . . constituency 22. Well, 22 or 23.  
 
An Hon. Member: Twenty-three. 
 
Hon. Michael A. Weeks: Twenty-three. 

I just want to make something clear, Mr. 
Speaker. This Government has pledged for a couple of 
years now in one of our Throne speeches to address 
the speed on the roads. We now have put money to-
ward it over the last 18 months. 

We have a working group from TCD, the Ber-
muda Police Service, the Attorney General's Cham-
bers. And what we are doing is how we change legisla-
tion so that when we are fully operational with these 
speed cameras, tickets are going to be able to be is-
sued electronically through email or via people's 
phones. So, I am saying to be clear that the antiquated 
system that we talked about is on the verge of being no 
more.  

The current cameras we have, what we are 
testing, licence plate recognition. So, there are some 
things that this Government is doing—not talking about 
doing, Mr. Speaker, but we are actually doing—to en-
hance the capability and the assistance of the Bermuda 
Police Service in doing their job. But I want to stress too 
that it is a community effort, Mr. Speaker, that is 
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needed. It is going to be more than enforcement that is 
going to fix the carnage on the road.  
 

BERMUDA DAY 
 

Hon. Michael A. Weeks: Now, having said that, Mr. 
Speaker, my contribution on the motion to adjourn to-
day was none of that. As the Minister responsible for 
National Security, what I wanted to talk about in the mo-
tion to adjourn was the upcoming Bermuda Day holi-
day. And always around this time I have tried to rise to 
my feet and talk about the holiday that is coming up. 
And I am not talking about the holiday as the Minister, 
because I, too, am one of those revellers who is out 
there enjoying myself during the Bermuda Day holiday.  

We enjoy the culinary festivity and different 
camps that we may come across. We enjoy the Gom-
beys, Mr. Speaker. I enjoy, too, that old saying, letting 
your hair down, if not regularly, but there are certain 
occasions that one wants to be just a part of the party-
ing, the festivity, enjoying the Bermuda Day holiday.  

But in saying that, it is incumbent of me to say 
that safety has to be a part of this. We have to look out 
for one another. We have to enjoy our culture. This 
year's theme, I think, is For the Culture. It is a brilliant 
theme because that could help us recognise and real-
ise that this is more than one big party. It is really about 
us celebrating each other, who we are, but not without 
understanding that it is our duty to look out for each 
other.  

Holidays do not give us a right to all of a sud-
den say, okay, we can ride or drive any way we want. 
Alcohol and drugs are still a no-no. So, as the Minister 
responsible for Security, like others, I want to enjoy my-
self. But I want us to enjoy it peacefully, Mr. Speaker. 
Peacefully, without any carnage on the street, without 
any violence in our communities.  

But we can enjoy ourselves and keep each 
other in mind. Safety is utmost, and I wish everyone a 
good and safe Bermuda Day holiday weekend.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Opposition Leader, would you like your 
20 minutes? 
 

ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS 
 
Hon. Ben Smith: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

So, Mr. Speaker, several of the speakers to-
night have spoken about the safety and lack of safety 
on our roads, and I thank the Minister for what he just 
said.  

The issue that we have has been said a couple 
of times; it is multifaceted. This behaviour is not new. 
Bermuda's had bad behaviour on its roads for a really 
long time. If you go back through history, road deaths 
have happened on our roads for an extended period of 
time. 

In the era that some of us grew up in, pack rac-
ing was the thing that everybody was complaining 
about. Large packs of bikes racing really fast all around 
the Island. But as we became more busy, our roads be-
came more busy, pack racing seemed to go away. But 
some of that behaviour has now become an individual 
behaviour. And it is personal responsibility that we have 
to actually talk about.  

Because you can legislate. We can put in all 
kinds of rules and regulations and punishments, and 
we can even, as the Minister of Tourism and Transport, 
[Culture and Sport] was saying, we can have initiatives 
to communicate and have whole programmes to edu-
cate our population on changing the behaviour. But 
what it is going to come down to is personal responsi-
bility because many of the people that are behaving in 
the way that they are, are not actually going to listen 
regardless of the changes that we make.  

And I think it's important that this isn't a blame 
game. I think everybody in this Chamber agrees that 
this behaviour has to change. One more death on our 
roads is too many. But when you look at some of the 
enforcement that we put in, we have sobriety check-
points. Mr. Speaker, we announce the sobriety check-
points in advance. And people complain that we do that 
because they feel it makes better sense if we just have 
the sobriety checkpoint. But Mr. Speaker, after a long 
weekend—with advance notice that we are going to 
have sobriety checkpoints—the statistics say 20-some-
thing people get pulled over after either drinking or, you 
know, being intoxicated by other substances. So, per-
sonal responsibility. Once again, they are not paying 
attention to the things that we are saying. 

These decisions that we make have to change. 
Some of it will be enforcement. Some of it means that 
we are going to have to increase penalties. We are go-
ing to have to have more ways of enforcement.  

Mr. Speaker, I think sometimes when we point 
out some of these things, it comes across like we are 
challenging. I think it is really just together we need to 
have solutions because in this Chamber we do not want 
to see this continue. 

From a policing standpoint, at one point in Ber-
muda, there were over 30 officers that were involved in 
the cycle unit or traffic. The Minister can correct me with 
exact details, but that was about the number, and now 
I believe that number is around six. But that is because 
policing has changed, and the police have had to move 
into other areas. And that is why you do not see the 
police everywhere dealing with the traffic. But if you 
cover the roads with police the behaviour does not 
seem to change. We have a road death, and the very 
next day there are 12 accidents. 

No one listened to what happened on the radio. 
No one paid attention to what we have said in this 
Chamber. Family members tell our young people, or 
not so young people, before they leave that night, you 
got to look out on the road, and the behaviour does not 
change. High speed plus being intoxicated, and 
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probably the thing that we do not talk about the most is 
cell phones. When you see cars that are flipped over, a 
lot of times that is not just intoxication; that's because 
they were not paying attention to the road at all be-
cause they were looking at a phone. They got to get 
that last text in, but it might be their last text. 

We have to change the behaviour of our peo-
ple. We have got to educate our young people by not 
just having policing but having every single person in 
our community making sure that you are talking to our 
youngest of young, that that behaviour has to change.  

But Mr. Speaker, how many of us have seen 
people overtaking speeding with a young person on the 
bike with them? What lesson are they teaching that 
young person? When they turn 16, there is no way their 
behaviour is going to be any different than what they 
learned from the time they were little. So, when we are 
talking about our culture, we have to make sure that we 
are changing our culture on the roads. 

And I thank the Minister because it is not just 
the culture on the roads that is harming our people. 
Every time we get next to one of our big celebrations, 
we have people who end up with hotheads, and then 
the violence increases. And instead of preparing for the 
parade, or preparing for the half-marathon, or preparing 
for being with family and friends, there are people in our 
community who are preparing to create carnage. Our 
community. They are not worrying about the celebra-
tions and thinking about our heritage and what we are 
celebrating. They are thinking about how to hurt other 
people from our community. 

And all of these things are linked up. So, we 
cannot be up here blaming each other. What we have 
to do is figure out how we can work together to use 
every possible solution to change the behaviour. Be-
cause the last thing I want is to come back after every-
body's celebrating Bermuda Day for us to be giving 
more condolences. To be visiting people in the hospital 
because they have been injured because of the behav-
iour on our roads or the behaviour with the violence in 
our neighbourhoods. 

This is an opportunity next Friday for us to cel-
ebrate with our community. For us to celebrate with our 
friends and family. For us to celebrate what is the best 
of Bermuda. Celebrate our culture. Bermuda is another 
world. And I mean that in the positive way that my father 
wrote that song. Not the behaviour that it has become 
where they say Bermuda is another world in a negative 
term. That frustrates me the most. Because that is not 
the Bermuda that I think anybody in this room wants to 
see, Mr. Speaker.  

We have to elevate our behaviour. We have to 
expect more of each other. We have to look out for our 
neighbours. And we have to have personal responsibil-
ity. That means take a taxi. That means prepare for how 
you are going to get home. And that means when you 
see an argument escalating, pull your friend aside. 
Take the time to talk to that person and see if you can 
cool down those heads. And when you know that the 

person next to you potentially had one too many, take 
the time to talk to them. That might be the life you save. 
That is the responsibility of how this country was built, 
taking care of each other. And we know that it can still 
happen regardless of all the protections, regardless of 
all the things that we want to have happen. But if we all 
try, that is how we are going to make our community 
whole. 

 
BERMUDA DAY 

 
Hon. Ben Smith: So, Mr. Speaker, I want to [wish] 
every person that has been preparing for the half- mar-
athon good luck in the upcoming week. All the people 
who have been preparing for the parade, I am hoping 
that we have beautiful weather so that you can put on 
the show for our community. And all the family mem-
bers who have been thinking about the food and festiv-
ities that they are going to have. And as the Minister 
said, all of us will be partaking in our different ways. But 
if you are going to have a little cold libation, make sure 
you are doing it safely, that you are not putting yourself 
and others at risk, that you are not getting to the point 
where you are not in control. These are the things that 
we can do for ourselves that help us to help our com-
munity. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I wish every person in this 
Chamber, every person that is listening and our entire 
community a very wonderful Bermuda Day coming up. 
And let’s make it safe. And let’s celebrate Bermuda and 
Bermuda's culture. And next time that we are in this 
House of Assembly, I am hoping that we do not have to 
have any of those negative comments and any of those 
things where we are giving condolences. Instead, we 
should be talking about all the wonderful celebrations.  

So, to you, Mr. Speaker, and everybody else, 
have a wonderful Bermuda Day and let’s make it safe.  

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: [Microphone off] 
 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 
 
Rev. Dr. Emilygail A. Dill: Yes, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

To you, Mr. Speaker, to my fellow colleagues, 
and to all of the listening audience. On Thursday, May 
7th, we gathered for the National Day of Prayer. This 
was a moment set aside, not for politics, but for what 
has always held this country together at its deepest 
level. Our recognition that we are accountable to some-
one higher than ourselves. 

The National Day of Prayer falls within Herit-
age Month, and that is no accident. For our heritage is 
not only in our languages, our traditions, and our strug-
gles. It is in the faith that carried our foreparents 
through them. 

In years past, faith was central to public life. It 
shaped our schools, our communities, and the way we 
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spoke to one another across our differences. Prayer 
has always opened Parliament, but it was also taught 
in homes and in our schools. It was lived out in the way 
that our neighbours treated one another. When faith 
was at the centre, certain things followed naturally. 
There was a shared expectation of honesty, of keeping 
your word, of respecting your elders, of protecting the 
vulnerable. Duty came before self. Restraint was seen 
as strength and not weakness.  

As that centrality has faded from public view, 
we see the cost in the daily life in this country. We see 
a decline in morals. We see a decline in respect for one 
another. We see a decline in the basic civility that al-
lows a society to function. We see disrespect towards 
authority. Towards institutions. And disrespect toward 
each other has become commonplace. 

Trust erodes when there is no shared standard 
beyond personal preference. The National Day of 
Prayer was a chance to pause and name that connec-
tion again. I just heard the Opposition Leader ask for a 
solution to the challenges that we are facing in this 
community. And I would offer, and I read the Scripture 
is found at Philippians 4: 6 through 8: “Do not be anx-
ious about anything. But in every situation, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests 
to God. And the peace of God which transcends all un-
derstanding will guard your hearts and your minds 
through Christ Jesus.” 

It further goes on to say, “Finally, brothers and 
sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is 
right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
admirable, if anything is excellent, if anything is praise-
worthy, think about such things.”  

This is a call to faith, to prayer, and to the words 
that we speak about one another and about our future. 
It reminds us that the health of a nation depends not 
only on its laws, but on the hope and character of its 
people. It is not about imposing one tradition on all. It is 
about remembering that a nation without reverence be-
comes a nation without restraint. When we restore 
prayer to its place, not just in this Chamber when we 
start in the morning, but in our homes and in our com-
munities, we restore the moral foundation that makes 
freedom possible and makes citizenship meaningful. 

So today, let us pray for this Parliament, for 
wisdom beyond our own. Let us speak positively about 
the future of this, our Island home. Refuse to let cyni-
cism drown out our hope. Let us pray for our communi-
ties, for healing where division has taken root. And let 
us pray for ourselves that we may restore the faith and 
character that define our heritage and must define our 
future. May our heritage and our culture be remem-
bered not only in song and dress and in celebration, but 
in the faith that built it and in the hope we choose to 
speak into our tomorrow. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and a very happy Ber-
muda Day to everyone. Thank you. 
 
[Desk thumping]  

The Speaker: Thank you, Member.  
Does any other Member wish to make a com-

ment?  
Minister, you have your 20 minutes. 

 
BERMUDA DAY 

(Premier’s well wishes) 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, the Premier could not be here to 
close us out because he had an engagement, but he 
wanted to express the sentiments of everyone having 
a happy Bermuda Day. He hopes that everyone has an 
enjoyable day, use it as for opportunity of camaraderie 
and sharing the best of who we are on that particular 
day. 

I think we did all the sentiments of the Opposi-
tion Leader who has an expectation of that day being a 
joyous day and one that we can collectively celebrate 
together. I know that, for me, it is an important date in 
my calendar. You know, the people from the East and 
the West, their day is Cup Match. But for us in the city 
. . . I may not be able to get a spot around St. George's 
Field or Somerset Field, but I definitely have a spot in 
town. And so, I use that day to wake up early, set up 
my camp and have a full day with my family and friends. 
And I am wishing everybody a prosperous day. For 
those persons who are participating, certainly we will 
be there to applaud you as you come through. And I 
just think that we approach the day with the appropriate 
spirit, one of togetherness and unity.  
 
[Desk thumping]  
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, those were the re-
marks that the Premier wanted me to express.  
 
[Laughter]  
 
The Speaker: So, whose camp? Your camp or his 
camp? 
  
Hon. Jason Hayward: But certainly— 
 
The Speaker: I am only teasing you— 
   
Hon. Jason Hayward: My camp. But I want to do a 
strategic pivot right now in terms of the fact that— 
 
The Speaker: [INAUDIBLE] 
  
Hon. Jason Hayward: I was going to speak today 
about the lost opportunity for us to collectively come to-
gether and talk about the positive ratings that Bermuda 
has actually achieved. And there will be some time for 
us to speak about the positive ratings and how that 
trickled on into the everyday household, because there 
is a connection. And I believe that you cannot detach 
the two in terms of the work that the Government is 
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doing, the financial position, the assessment of eco-
nomic plans moving forward, and how that actually 
would then benefit the people of Bermuda. And so there 
is going to be an opportunity to do so. 

But today I really want to, and I do not know 
how to approach this. I want to be guided. If a Member 
of Parliament, especially a Minister, deliberately and 
knowingly lies to Members of Parliament and lies in this 
House, that could result in that person being asked to 
resign from their position, correct? 
 
The Speaker: There is a Ministerial [Code of] Conduct, 
rules that dictate how Members should conduct them-
selves. And I think if a Member, any Member, but par-
ticularly a Minister, brings a known untruth (put it that 
way), and misleads the Household with that untruth, 
yes, that is a serious offence. 
 
MALICIOUS RUMOURS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Thank you.  

On January 21st, I received a forward. It reads, 
“So they tell me Jason Hayward's wife has left him due 
to abuse. His girlfriend before this one left him too for 
the same reason. He is an abuser of women and can-
not keep his hands to himself, making decisions about 
the country because of family connections in the PLP.” 

I then put my hand forward to challenge the 
Leadership of the Party. 

A voice message was then sent out. In that 
message, it articulated the same thing, that Jason Hay-
ward is a woman beater and he has a police record to 
support it. That is an unsubstantiated, malicious ru-
mour. 

Everybody I have talked to about it says, Hay-
ward, do not address it. Let it go away. But they don't 
have to live what I have to live. 

Mr. Speaker, I wake up every morning and try 
to do my best for the people of this country. I have ded-
icated 22 years of my life to public service and helping 
people, and serving people, and helping communities. 
And for whatever reason, evil within our community 
would determine that they are hell bound on destroying 
my character. I have never engaged in domestic vio-
lence. I am not a woman beater, and I have never 
abused a woman. And it is sad that I have to say that. 
Even after saying that, half the country is not going to 
believe what is actually being said.  

So here is the reality, Mr. Speaker. If anybody 
comes with any evidence, a police report, a medical re-
port, a doctor's report, an individual who I have been in 
a relationship with in the past, if they come forward and 
say that I engaged in domestic violence, I will resign 
from Parliament immediately. If they bring the infor-
mation to you, Mr. Speaker, I am asking you to remove 
me from this House for lying to the people of Bermuda.  

Mr. Speaker, sometimes in life, things are more 
than politics. I am here to protect my own integrity. It 
even hurts me more that Members of this House will 

continue to spread that rumour without even trying to 
determine whether or not there was truth to it.  

Mr. Speaker, they tell me, and I understand, 
that politics is a dirty game. I understand that. I put my-
self forward to be a candidate for the leadership of this 
country. I did not expect to endure this. But people say 
that I should continue to expect more. Well, as long as 
mistruths are said about my name, I will continue to de-
fend myself. I am not expecting the world to defend me, 
but I will defend myself. It is wrong. It is unfortunate that 
I have to go through this. But so be it. And this journey 
will make me stronger. And I won’t be deterred by the 
negativity that people have to spew. But if I stand in this 
House and I tell women that I am an ally as it pertains 
to domestic violence, I simply cannot stand here and 
be a perpetrator as well. That is not part of my charac-
ter. 

And so, Mr. Speaker, with those few words, I 
want to conclude. But I am serious. If any evidence is 
brought forward that I engaged in any of those activi-
ties, I will resign my position as a Member of Parlia-
ment. 

With those words, Mr. Speaker, I move that the 
House do adjourn to May 29th, 2026. 
 
The Speaker: Actually, actually, let me just take a mi-
nute.  

Take a seat for a minute.  
Minister, even though the Premier had actually 

read the comments for you, the person who moved the 
motion is the one who closes it. 

So, we will close if no other speaker, in a 
sense. So, I have to ask if there are any other speakers. 
Had you opened it knowing he would not come here, 
you could have closed it. But I have to do the due pro-
cess.  

The due process is, are there any Members 
who wish to speak?  

There are no other Members to speak.  
With that, now I will adjourn the House. The 

House will stand adjourned until the 29th of May.  
Before I hit the gavel, I just want to add my sen-

timents to those that have been expressed about the 
up-and-coming holiday. We know what Bermuda Day 
means to all of us. A good time to relax and celebrate, 
enjoy the camaraderie of Bermudians and our guests 
in the country. But it is also a time for us to always prac-
tice safety. And when I say safety, I speak mainly to the 
roads, because it does not make celebrating during the 
day and overindulging and then trying to drive home 
that night and injure yourself or others. 

So be cautious, be careful. As the Opposition 
Leader was saying, if we notice one of our friends or 
family members who seems to have had a bit too much, 
don't encourage them to drive. Take the keys from 
them. Give them a ride home. We want everybody to 
enjoy it without any negativity of having to be injured 
through unnecessary acts of driving on our roads when 
they are intoxicated.  
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But not only that, if at any time we see any vio-
lence that may take place, anybody getting heated, let 
us try and just bring the temperature down around us 
and those around so that everyone can go home feel-
ing like this was a very fun and enjoyable time with their 
family and friends. And no acts of unnecessary acts 
taking place that should not have been part of our Ber-
muda Day celebration. 

With that, I encourage everyone to enjoy the 
holiday. Those who are running, as one who's run 
many times in the past, I know what it means. I hope 
they all have a good day on that race and encourage 
us to encourage our runners when we see them come 
by. Not only the senior runners in the Somerset Taun-
ton, but as one who sponsors the junior race, I encour-
age us all to encourage our young people who do the 
last two miles into Hamilton Peace Park as well.  

With that said, have a very merry . . . is it 
merry? Very enjoyable (I think the wrong season) holi-
day of Bermuda Day.  

The House now stands adjourned. 
 
[At 5:53 pm, the House stood adjourned until 10:00 am, 
Friday, 29 May 2026.]  
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