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BERMUDA HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

OFFICIAL HANSARD REPORT
30 SEPTEMBER 2022

10:02 AM
Sitting Number 24 of the 2021/2022 Session

[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair]

The Speaker: Good morning, Members.
Ms. Beale will lead us in prayer this morning.

PRAYERS
[Prayers read by Ms. Kara Beale, Assistant Clerk]
The Speaker: Good morning, Members.
[Gavel]

MOMENT OF SILENCE
[In memory of Mr. Colin Pearman, former MP]

The Speaker: Members, it is tradition that we recog-
nise former Members of this House when they have
passed. And while we were all recessed from these
Chambers, a former Member, the Honourable Mem-
ber Colin Pearman, passed away. So we want to take
a moment of silence in honour of the late Member.
Please join me in standing for that moment.

[Members rose and observed a moment of silence.]

The Speaker: Thank you, Members.
You can be seated.

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
[Minutes of 15 July 2022]

The Speaker: The Minutes of July 15 to be confirmed.
Members, have you received your Minutes?

Any amendments or adjustments?

There are none.

The Minutes will be confirmed as printed.

[Minutes of 15 July 2022 confirmed]
MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR
The Speaker: There are none.

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER
OR MEMBER PRESIDING

NEW ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT IN
THE LEGISLATURE OFFICE

The Speaker: First let me announce, you may have
noticed in the Speaker’s Gallery here to my left a new
face, a new staff member. We would like to
acknowledge Ms. Andrina Smith, who will be a part of
our staff who assist the Members as we conduct our
business here in the House.

APOLOGIES

The Speaker: | would also like to acknowledge that |
have received . . . as is customary when Members are
absent, they send notice that they will be absent. |
have received notice from the following Members:
Minister Wilson, Attorney General Simmons, MP Kim
Swan, MP Jamahl Simmons, MP Scott Pearman, MP
Caesar and MP Wade will all be absent today.

MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE

The Speaker: There are none.

PAPERS AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS TO THE HOUSE

The Speaker: There are six of those.
Premier, | think the first is in your name.

Hon. E. David Burt: Good morning to you, Mr.
Speaker.

The Speaker: Good morning.

Hon. E. David Burt: It is a pleasure to be back in this
Chamber.

The Speaker: Yes, it is.

INVESTMENT BUSINESS
(CLASS B REGISTERED PERSONS) ORDER 2022

Hon. E. David Burt: | have the honour to attach and
submit for the information of the Honourable House of
Assembly the Investment Business (Class B Regis-
tered Persons) Order 2022, made by the Minister of
Finance in exercise of the power conferred by section
13(1)(a) of the Investment Business Act 2003.
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The Speaker: Thank you.

INVESTMENT BUSINESS (NON-REGISTRABLE
PERSONS) (DESIGNATION) ORDER 2022

Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, | have the honour
to attach and submit for the information of the Hon-
ourable House of Assembly the Investment Business
(Non-Registrable Persons) (Designation) Order 2022,
made by the Minister of Finance pursuant to section
13(1)(b) of the Investment Business Act 2003.

The Speaker: Thank you.

INVESTMENT BUSINESS (CLIENT MONEY)
AMENDMENT REGULATIONS 2022

Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, | have the honour
to attach and submit for the information of the Hon-
ourable House of Assembly the Investment Business
(Client Money) Amendment Regulations 2022, made
by the Minister of Finance pursuant to section 14 of
the Investment Business Act 2003.

The Speaker: Thank you.

I note that the next two are in the name of the
Minister of Health, who has indicated she will not be
present today.

Is any Member . . . Deputy Premier.

Hon. Walter H. Roban: Good morning, Mr. Speaker.
The Speaker: Good morning.
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Good morning, Members of
the House and the listening public.

| will do the submissions on behalf of the Min-
ister of Health.

The Speaker: Yes.

BERMUDA HOSPITALS BOARD
ANNUAL REPORT 2016/17

Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker, | have the hon-
our to attach and submit for the information of the
Honourable House of Assembly the Bermuda Hospi-
tals Board Annual Report 2016/17.

The Speaker: Thank you.

Hon. Walter H. Roban: May | go on to the next one,
Mr. Speaker?

The Speaker: Yes, you may.

PUBLIC HEALTH (COVID-19) EMERGENCY
EXTENSION (NO. 1) ORDER 2022

Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker, | have the hon-
our to attach and submit for the consideration of the
Honourable House of Assembly the Public Health
(COVID-19) Emergency Extension (No. 1) Order
2022, proposed to be made by the Minister of Health
in exercise of the power conferred by section 107A of
the Public Health Act 1949.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you.
Minister Furbert, | believe you are introducing
for the Minister of Sport.

Hon. Tinee Furbert: Good morning, Mr. Speaker.
The Speaker: Good morning.

BERMUDA SPORT ANTI-DOPING AUTHORITY
ANNUAL REPORT 2022

Hon. Tinee Furbert: Mr. Speaker, | have the honour
to attach and submit for the information of the Hon-
ourable House of Assembly the Bermuda Sport Anti-
Doping Authority Annual Report 2022.

The Speaker: Thank you.
PETITIONS

The Speaker: There are none.

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS AND
JUNIOR MINISTERS

The Speaker: This morning we have 10 Statements.
The first Statement this morning is in the name of the
Premier.

Premier, would you
Statement?

like to present your

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT ON
PRAGUE AND BRUSSELS TRIP

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, Bermuda’'s economy continues
to be driven by international business. This summer
we saw a record number of young Bermudians enter
the industry as interns, graduate trainees or full-time
employees in the various sectors. The growth encoun-
tered in international business provides significant
positive impact on the local economy. In the wake of
the worldwide restrictions on travel and in-person
meetings, there is a renewed sense of energy and
urgency to reconnect again, and the Government of
Bermuda must re-engage with the industry.
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Therefore, Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to ad-
vise this Honourable House that between the 7" and
14" of September | travelled to Prague and Brussels
for a series of meetings with top officials from the Eu-
ropean Commission and Council of the European Un-
ion, as well as with member states and third country
representatives, industry representatives, Brussels-
based thought leaders and other stakeholders. The
trip was planned around the Association of Bermuda
Insurers and Reinsurers’ (known as ABIR) annual
Regulatory Dialogue, held in Brussels from the 8"
through the " of September. As it was ABIR’s first
event in Brussels since the start of the COVID-19
pandemic, it was an important occasion to demon-
strate the Government’s support for our local industry
partners and for the Bermuda market more globally. |
had the pleasure of delivering the conference’s clos-
ing remarks over a “seaside chat” moderated by Ste-
phen Catlin, Chairman of the Convex Group.

Mr. Speaker, the timing of ABIR’s Regulatory
Dialogue gave me the opportunity to attend the bi-
annual Eurofi conference, the largest gathering of fi-
nancial services stakeholders in Europe. Attendance
at this conference facilitated many networking oppor-
tunities and side meetings, including with Petra
Hielkema, the Chair the European Insurance and Oc-
cupational Pensions Authority (EIOPA); with Colin
Bell, CEO of HSBC Bank plc and HSBC Europe; and
with FinTech businesses interested in domiciling in
Bermuda. It would not be an exaggeration to say that
these interested businesses literally tracked us down
during the conference in order to get more infor-
mation. This is truly a testament to Bermuda’s leader-
ship within the FinTech and digital asset space and
shows the value of participating in events such as
these.

Mr. Speaker, a key objective of this trip was to
refresh and deepen connections with financial ser-
vices and taxation stakeholders in the European Un-
ion [EU], with special attention to (1) maintaining Ber-
muda’s equivalence under Solvency IlI; and (2) being
removed from Annex Il (otherwise known as the
“State of Play document”) of the Council of the EU’s
Code of Conduct Group.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to say the trip was
a success on all counts. On the European Commis-
sion side, | met with the EU Commissioner for Finan-
cial services, financial stability and Capital Markets
Union, Commissioner Mairead McGuinness. We had
a positive exchange regarding Bermuda'’s reinsurance
sector and the importance of Solvency Il equivalence.
We also discussed Bermuda’s strength on anti-money
laundering [AML] and how it relates to our regulation
on digital assets. Commissioner McGuinness was par-
ticularly interested in financing renewable energy and
green investment. | was pleased to speak about Ber-
muda’s new energy regulatory sandbox and Bermu-
da’'s work on climate risk finance. [Commissioner
McGuinness] also took note of our comments on the

need to highlight countries that are achieving compli-
ance in key areas rather than just a focus on weak-
ness and non-compliance.

Mr. Speaker, | also met with Mr. Gerassimos
Thomas, the Director of the Directorate-General for
Taxation and Customs [Union] (known as DG TAX-
UD). While we must await the official report on the 4"
of October, | am pleased to share that we received
very positive feedback on Bermuda’s progress to ad-
dress our commitments under Annex Il of the Code of
Conduct Group. This was echoed by the Chair of the
Code of Conduct Group, Madam Lyudmila Petkova,
whom | also met with in Brussels. Based on all of the
discussions and the information that the Bermuda
Government has received, there is no expectation that
Bermuda will be kept on Annex Il when the list is up-
dated on the 4™ of October.

Mr. Speaker, on the member state side, we
held meetings with Mr. Michael McGrath, Assistant
Secretary in the Financial Services Division in the Irish
Department of Finance, who is also the Vice-Chair of
the EU Financial Services Committee, which helps
prepare the Council’'s EcoFin meetings. The delega-
tion also met with the Irish Ambassador to the EU, Mr.
Tom Hanney; and Estonian Ambassador to the EU,
Mr. Aivo Orav; as well as key members of their teams.
Meeting with member states is crucial [for Bermuda]
so that Bermuda can advocate for our interests direct-
ly and can strengthen our engagements on areas of
mutual interest. In all of our meetings our message
was clear: Bermuda is a transparent, cooperative ju-
risdiction committed to strong regulatory standards
and high levels of compliance, and we are a trusted
partner to the European Union during these uncertain
geopolitical times.

Mr. Speaker, another objective of this visit
was to buttress Bermuda’s reputation in non-finance-
related policy areas, namely, on climate change and
sustainability. This was a topic of interest across all
meetings and especially in the meeting with Elina
Bardram, Acting Director for International Affairs and
Climate Finance in the Directorate-General for Cli-
mate Action in the European Commission. Ms.
Bardram was impressed by Bermuda’s leadership on
ocean monitoring and climate risk finance and sug-
gested new opportunities for Bermuda to engage
more closely with the European Commission on these
topics. During the visit | also met with representatives
of the UK Mission to the European Union, including
the UK Ambassador to the European Union, Mr. Lind-
say Croisdale-Appleby. We exchanged on many top-
ics, including the Bermuda—UK—-EU relationship post-
Brexit and areas for further potential cooperation,
such as on climate outreach.

Mr. Speaker, one of the highlights of the trip
was a reception organised by the Bermuda Govern-
ment’s Brussels Office with about 50 attendees from
EU member state representations, European Com-
mission, European parliament officials, influential think
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tank leaders, private sector representatives and third
country representatives. This reception gave yet an-
other opportunity to share the Bermuda message,
which was well received by all in attendance.

Mr. Speaker, the European Union is a key
trading partner for Bermuda and plays an increasingly
important role in setting international standards in ar-
eas of vital importance to our economy. The impact
and support provided by Bermuda companies to the
EU infrastructure and in the management of risk is
important and expanding. The Government of Bermu-
da will continue to engage actively with the European
Union institutions, its member states and other stake-
holders both through visits such as these and through
our Brussels Office to ensure that relationships con-
tinue to be strengthened and Bermuda’s interests are
protected.

Mr. Speaker, those interests include the pro-
tection of Bermudian jobs in a sector that is increas-
ingly being chosen by our young people. Their aspira-
tions and those of their parents who support them
demand that we continue to promote Bermuda inter-
nationally to ensure growth and opportunity locally.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. | believe the
second Statement is also yours.

Hon. E. David Burt: Yes, Mr. Speaker.
The Speaker: Continue.

UPDATE ON GOVERNMENT’S
FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE

Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pro-
vide this Honourable House and the people of Bermu-
da with an update on the work being carried out by the
Ministry of Finance. In the first instance | would like to
advise this Honourable House of the latest estimates
relating to the 2021/22 Budget arising from the exten-
sive work done to prepare for the audit of the Consoli-
dated Fund.

Mr. Speaker, based on the numbers submit-
ted for the audit of the Consolidated Fund, the
2021/22 budget deficit is now projected to be $81 mil-
lion. This is $44 million (or 35 per cent) below the orig-
inal estimate of $125 million, as presented in the
2021/22 Budget Statement. The revenue is projected
to be $1.07 billion, $74 million [7 per cent] above the
original 2021/22 estimate of $991 million, primarily
due to increases in customs duties, stamp duty, civil
aviation receipts, payroll tax, and increased revenue
from the travel authorisation. In relation to Current
Account Expenditures, they are now projected to be
$945 million, $42 million above the 2021/22 original
estimate of $903 million. It should be noted that
COVID-19 expenditures are projected to total $37 mil-
lion, $22 million more than the original estimates,

which include $20 million for the minimum revenue
guarantee to Skyport and $10 million for unemploy-
ment benefits.

Mr. Speaker, interest/guarantee management
costs are projected to be $133 million, $5 million more
that originally budgeted, with most of this increase
related to costs for the failed Morgan’s Point project
which was guaranteed by the OBA Government. Capi-
tal account expenditures are projected to be $76 mil-
lion, $17 million less than originally budgeted.

Mr. Speaker, the continued strengthening of
the economy is already evident in the first quarter
numbers that the Ministry of Finance has received to
date. As indicated earlier, the actual revenues in
2021/22 in certain key areas were higher than origi-
nally predicted for that year, resulting in the lower than
forecasted 2021/22 deficit. Therefore, it is expected
that the loss in income from the aircraft register as a
result of the Russia—Ukraine war will be offset by
stronger payroll tax, land tax, stamp duty, customs
duty, and tourism-related revenue from our stronger-
than-expected tourism season.

Mr. Speaker tourism revenue for the current
year is now expected to increase by approximately
$30 million above initial estimates. This increase,
along with the improvement in the 2021/22 deficit po-
sition, will enable the Government to fulfil the promise
given in the 2022/23 Budget Statement to provide
even more relief to the people of Bermuda who have
been negatively impacted by rising global inflation. Mr.
Speaker, this House has already passed relief
measures such as increased support for financial as-
sistance, a payroll tax rebate for 75 per cent of Ber-
muda’s workers and support for parents of public
school students. Further, we have frozen the price of
fuel at February levels, and later today we will table a
Bill to eliminate customs duty on essential goods,
which will further benefit working families by reducing
food prices as this Government takes action to deal
with rising global inflation.

Mr. Speaker, this Government will also invest
in critical infrastructure to stabilise the Tynes Bay
Waste-to-Energy Facility to reduce the risk of land-
filling returning to Bermuda. Finally, the Cabinet has
approved additional funding to the Bermuda Housing
Corporation to address the shortage of affordable
housing, which will be detailed by the Honourable
Minister of Public Works in this Honourable House
next week.

Mr. Speaker, despite the relief that this Gov-
ernment is giving to working families and the addition-
al investment in housing that is needed after years of
under-investment, it is expected that the Government
will meet the deficit target of $70 million. When this
deficit is combined with the deficit figures from last
year, this will see the government’s net debt in a much
stronger position than forecasted during February’s
budget presentation. The March 31, 2022, net debt
level was $48 million lower than previously forecast in

Bermuda House of Assembly



Official Hansard Report

30 September 2022

1721

the Budget Statement. In addition, as at March 31,
2023, net debt is now forecasted to be $60 million
[lower] than originally estimated in the Budget State-
ment projections.

Mr. Speaker, the figures that | just mentioned
highlight the result of the successful execution of
Bermuda’s Economy Recovery Plan, which has seen
government revenues increase, economic growth that
has exceeded expectations (5.4 per cent in 2021) and
the strongest growth in international business since
2007. The successful management of Bermuda’'s
economy has been recognised by external rating
agencies and by investors, as noted from the results
of the recent debt refinancing. There will continue to
be close scrutiny of the government’s revenue and
expenditures to ensure that debt and fiscal metrics
continue to move in a positive direction.

Mr. Speaker, | will now turn to matters related
to the refinancing of the government’s debt. In ac-
cordance with section 2(3) of the Government Loans
Act [1978], | am pleased to inform this Honourable
House of a successful capital markets transaction that
occurred on the 15" of August 2022 to issue $390
million of additional Senior Notes due in 2032.

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members will recall
that on the 1% of July 2022, the Government issued
$500 million of new Senior Notes due in 2032, which
were used to pre-fund an upcoming private placement
maturity in December 2022 and to refinance the out-
standing Senior Notes due in January 2023. Mr.
Speaker, at that time global bond markets had seen
unprecedented levels of volatility, with interest rates
having dramatically increased from record lows. In
response to an uncertain market, the Government
made a key decision to “de-risk” the transaction by
prioritising its most immediate refinancing needs. As a
result, the Government took the strategic decision to
issue $500 million to address the short-term refinanc-
ing needs and to defer the refinancing of the 2024
debt. To refinance that longer-term debt would have
required raising almost $1 billion in new capital and
would have [had to have] been offered at a higher in-
terest rate, which would have increased Bermuda’s
interest payments.

Mr. Speaker, following the July offering, the
Ministry of Finance continued to prudently monitor
market conditions for opportunities to target the 2024
notes. Issuance markets continued to improve, US
Treasuries and credit spreads narrowed significantly,
and in early August Bermuda’s new 2032 Senior
Notes, issued the month prior, were trading at a signif-
icant premium to par value. Consequently, on the 15"
of August, Bermuda re-opened the initial offering and
issued an additional $390 million of the same 5 per
cent Senior Notes due in 2032, but at a placement
yield of 4.54 per cent, or 54 basis points lower than in
July. It also achieved a spread of 175 basis points
over US Treasuries, equal to the second-lowest
spread ever achieved by Bermuda.

Demand for the reopening was largely an-
chored by the same lead investors from the original
offering in July, who were supportive of Bermuda’s
financing strategy and were looking to continue to in-
crease their existing exposure to Bermuda due to our
strong economic performance. In addition, we also
saw demand from investors who did not participate in
the July offering.

Mr. Speaker, | will also note that the 10-year
US Treasury was at 2.79 per cent at the time of the
reopening execution, which was about 1.0 per cent
lower than where rates are today. Additionally, with
the notes issued at a premium, the proceeds were
sufficient to redeem the approximately $400 million of
outstanding notes due in 2024. When combined with
the initial issuance, gross debt (taking into account the
retirement of the upcoming $154 million in notes) will
actually decline by about $6 million.

Mr. Speaker, these latest transactions have
allowed the Government to fully refinance all of its
near-term external debt with more than four years until
the next maturity in January 2027. As a result of our
management of the country’s finances and the suc-
cessful execution of Bermuda’s Economic Recovery
Plan, we have not had to utilise the country’s Sinking
Fund balance for management of ongoing cash needs
to the extent originally projected. Therefore, this gives
the option for the government to repay the BD$50 mil-
lion debt outstanding next year without having to re-
finance this debt. This will allow for a further reduction
in outstanding debt, and [this] is positive [financial]
news.

Mr. Speaker, our focus in these matters has
been to ensure that Bermuda continues to implement
a strong and robust fiscal and debt management
strategy. Consistent with this approach has been this
Government’'s management and oversight of matters
relating to government-issued guarantees. Such
guarantees have been issued to support sustainable
economic growth and to protect the safety, health and
economic well-being of our residents.

We have worked closely with the Bermuda
Hospitals Board [BHB], particularly to provide support
during the significant challenges that resulted from the
COVID-19 pandemic. As a result, relief was provided
to the Bermuda Hospitals Board in relation to payroll
tax, as well as waivers relating to immigration fees
and customs duty. The previous relief on payroll tax
and immigration fees expired on August 31, 2022 and
has now been extended to March 31, 2023. In addi-
tion, the Government is working closely with the Clar-
ien Bank in relation to the $2.5 million guarantee is-
sued to the bank for InnoFund to support the contin-
ued growth and development of a tech incubator in
Bermuda.

Mr. Speaker, the successful execution of this
refinancing initiative, coupled with the recent positive
assessments by independent rating agencies and the
strong economic growth which is now taking place
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due to the successful execution of Bermuda’'s Eco-
nomic Recovery Plan, reinforces the fact that Bermu-
da’s economy is on the right track.

However, Mr. Speaker, too often in Bermuda’s
history the story has been purely the health of the bal-
ance sheet or the apparent skill at achieving some
measure of fiscal discipline and accounting mastery.
Yes, this is important, and it is something to which we
must continue to aspire. But, Mr. Speaker, a healthy
or improved balance sheet must be used to support
the people we represent. It makes no difference to the
struggling mother who is working two jobs to keep the
lights on that the Government reduces its deficit un-
less those savings and better-than-expected fiscal
performance means relief for her and her family.
Hard-working Bermudians have had to endure plenty
of shared sacrifice, and it is high time that the people
benefitted from shared success.

Mr. Speaker, this Government’s fiscal perfor-
mance provides us with the scope to do just that, and
as promised in this year's Budget Statement, “Relief
Now and More Relief to Come,” the Government will
outline further measures to return more funds to work-
ing families in the coming weeks and will keep its
promise to ensure that the shared success is not kept
by the government but shared with the hard-working
taxpayers of Bermuda to help working families cope
with increasing global inflation.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you, Premier.

The next Statement this morning is in the
name of the Deputy Premier.

Deputy Premier.

TABLING OF THE FUELS BILL 2022

Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you and good morning,
Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, | am tabling today the Bill enti-
tled the Fuels Bill 2022. This Bill is a watershed mo-
ment in the regulation of fuel in Bermuda, as first and
foremost it moves the responsibility for the regulation
of fuels under the auspices of government to the Reg-
ulatory Authority. The Regulatory Authority (or RA)
was conceived over a decade ago to be Bermuda’s
multi-sector regulator responsible for any networked
industry deemed appropriate to be regulated.

Mr. Speaker, because of the strength and ca-
pacity the RA has built in regulating the vast sectors of
electronic communications—

(I am told that people are having difficulty
hearing me, Mr. Speaker. Sorry, Mr. Speaker. Let me
just go back to that sentence, Mr. Speaker.)

Mr. Speaker, because of the strength and ca-
pacity the RA has built in regulating the vast sectors of
electronic communications, electricity, and more re-
cently submarine communications cables, the time is
right for adding the fuels sector to the RA’s portfolio. It

is therefore critical to the understanding of this Bill to
consider its provisions in conjunction with the Regula-
tory Authority Act of 2011, which sets the rules of en-
gagement between the regulator and any regulated
industry under its purview. This Bill defines those
things that are unique, specific and critical to the fuels
sector.

Mr. Speaker, the Fuels Bill not only seeks to
make the Regulatory Authority responsible for the
regulation of the economic aspects of regulating the
sector, but also proposes broader oversight to tie in
environmental, safety and health regulations under
one main umbrella. The addition of fuels to the RA
also provides synergy in determining the cost to the
consumer, both in considering the fuels surcharge and
fuels at the gas station. The RA will, as for the subma-
rine communication cables sector, be the one-stop
shop for all matters of licensure. The Bill defines to
whom the legislation will apply and the key terms of
the industry. It is important here to make the distinc-
tion that this Bill applies only to those who sell fuel to
others as their primary business. This means, Mr.
Speaker, in broad terms that the Bill will apply to those
entities that import fuel for the purposes of selling it in
turn to others, and to those in the primary business of
selling fuel in the context of gases for cooking and
heating, or fuels for vehicles.

Mr. Speaker, at a high level, the purposes of
the proposed Fuels Bill are as follows:

e to ensure that Bermuda has an appropriate
and adequate fuel supply to meet its needs;

e to ensure safe, efficient, economic and envi-
ronmentally responsible operation of the fuel
sector;

e to ensure the continuity of service in ensuring
the continued good management and mainte-
nance of critical infrastructure like pipelines
and storage tanks, for example;

e to protect the interests of consumers by en-
suring that fuel pricing is fair and transparent;

e to promote competition where appropriate and
feasible; and

e to promote investment in the sector that is
beneficial to the economy, the people and the
environment of Bermuda.

The Fuels Bill also sets out the functions of
the Regulatory Authority and the Minister, setting the
boundaries of responsibilities to ensure that all regula-
tory activities are conducted with transparency and
fairness to all participants while enabling the Minister
to set policy and priorities.

With regulation will come licences for the ac-
tual business in the local fuels market. To be clear,
Mr. Speaker, this is not to be construed as any trans-
fer of responsibilities for matters of fire safety, plan-
ning or environmental health. Those agencies will
continue to hold responsibilities for the areas they do
at present, and the new licences will require compli-
ance with all of the relevant Acts as before. But in this
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new setting, the ability to conduct business will be
necessarily and inextricably linked to those compli-
ances.

The Bill provides an additional layer of protec-
tion and a centralisation of service for any new partici-
pants in the sector. To be clear, as the matter of com-
petition is being considered in the context of this new
Bill, there is no intent to lift the existing moratorium on
filing stations. Competition may come in several
forms, including the possibility of the introduction of
new fuels to Bermuda like biofuels or hydrogen as
those technologies continue to develop.

Mr. Speaker, last but by no means least are
the provisions for offences and penalties, which are
envisioned to be sufficiently strict so as to give addi-
tional teeth to existing safety and environmental regu-
lations. For the avoidance of doubt, Mr. Speaker, the
Bill represents the beginning of our harder work, as it
is the framework on which the regulations will be built.
The regulations under design at the moment will pro-
vide for the details—the applications for fuel licences,
including different types of fuel and different classes of
operator. It is envisioned that the regulations will not
be prescriptive but [will] allow for entrants with new
and different products to participate in the local mar-
ket. Those fuels might include biodiesel, or even hy-
drogen as that technology becomes increasingly more
feasible. Regulations will also include actions and
conditions to the licensees, including public infor-
mation and measures to ensure transparency while
preserving proprietary information.

Mr. Speaker, like many similarly sized and
situated jurisdictions, Bermuda’s fuel sector has multi-
ple single points of failure in which if any one of those
elements of critical infrastructure were to be disturbed
or taken out of service for any reason, the entire coun-
try would be very adversely affected. Regulations will
also define those elements of critical infrastructure
and prescribe rules to govern and ultimately protect
them, thus providing another layer of reliability and
accountability for those components.

Mr. Speaker, service to the people of Bermu-
da is the single greatest purpose of this Bill. Protecting
consumer interests with fairness and transparency in
all aspects of regulation is paramount to the ultimate
efficacy of the legislation, and therefore will be ad-
dressed in greater detail not just in regulations, but
also through the processes of the RA in general de-
terminations. Among the most important aspects of
the regulations and indeed of the regulatory process is
its inclusion of and consultation with industry. Regula-
tions will not be derived in a vacuum, but rather in ful-
some discussion and conversation with industry, in-
cluding not only the main importers, but the filling sta-
tions and operators as well.

Mr. Speaker, | must add clarity and assurance
in the matter of pricing in particular. Just as with the
other regulated industries under the auspices of the
Regulatory Authority at present, pricing methodologies

will be developed through the general determination
process of the Regulatory Authority, which is required
by law in accordance with the Regulatory Authority
Act of 2011 to be inclusive, consultative, iterative and
transparent. The public, the paying customers, de-
serve no less, and the Bill seeks to ensure that good
practices are carried through the fuels sector for the
benefit of all.

Mr. Speaker, regulations will also ensure that
transitional matters are addressed so that operators
and sectoral participants currently in the market will be
allowed to continue their businesses with confidence
and certainty, with a commitment to regularising their
licensing and ensuring that their operations go forward
under the new regulatory regime without interruption
or disruption. With all of this change will also come
preparation, and so the RA will have some work to do
before it is able to assume the reins of the fuels sec-
tor, and the regulations will ensure that the transition
is sensible and as smooth as possible.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, the legislation pro-
motes and strengthens our sustainable goals. The
Fuels Bill, once passed, will protect the people of
Bermuda in ensuring fairness and transparency. It will
ensure that the interests of sectoral participants are
protected by providing rules and guidelines for the RA
and the Government. Bermuda’s environment will be
protected by ensuring that related offenses are met
with appropriate, proportional and serious penalties.
Ultimately, the economy will be promoted by ensuring
that there is regulatory certainty for all investors, both
new and existing, in the fuels sector. The Bill will up-
hold the pillars of sustainability and contribute to Ber-
muda’s continued growth and prosperity.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy.

The next Statement this morning is in the
name of the Minister of Health.

Are we carrying that [over], or someone is
going to read it this morning for her?

Hon. Walter H. Roban: We will carry it over, Mr.
Speaker.

The Speaker: We will carry it over. Okay. Thank you.
The next Statement then would be in the
name of the Minister of Education.
Minister.

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Good morning, Mr. Speak-
er. Good morning, colleagues.

The Speaker: Before you start, Minister.

Members, let me just remind you that if you
would like to ask questions, | need to be notified. |
have not had anyone notify me yet that they have
questions. Just as a reminder. Thank you.

Continue, Minister.
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[Laughter]

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: If it pleases you, Mr.
Speaker.

The Speaker: | know we have been away from this
Chamber, so | have to refresh memories on process-
es. So that was simply to remind us on the protocol of
how the Speaker gets notified. | know everyone has
been used to using their virtual space to do it. But |
need it physically now.

GOVERNMENT’S $150 RELIEF INITIATIVE

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Speaker, this morning |
rise to update this Honourable House and the listening
public on the Government's $150 Relief Initiative for
parents and guardians who have children enrolled in
the public school system. The $150 relief is part of the
Government's overall $15 million economic relief
package to ease the financial burden on working fami-
lies in Bermuda.

Mr. Speaker, parents know their children’s
needs to prepare them for a good start in school. This
Government has provided $567,000 to help alleviate
parents’ yearly school expenses. The primary purpose
of the relief is to help parents and guardians purchase
school supplies, whether it be school shoes, sneak-
ers, uniforms, sweaters, school bags, lunch kits, et
cetera.

Mr. Speaker, while the Ministry of Education is
responsible for education in Bermuda, including pri-
vate schools, funding for the provision of schooling is
reserved for public schools only, Bermuda's only
comprehensive system. As such, the provision of the
$150 per student grant is available to students in the
public school system only.

Mr. Speaker, the $150 relief is a one-time
payment to parents and was rolled out on Septem-
ber 2, 2022. Technical officers from the Ministry of
Education and the Ministry of Finance took the time to
ensure the application and payment process was
thorough and payments were provided to eligible per-
sons only. The Education Department’s PowerSchool
System has been set up so that eligible parents can
submit their applications directly into the system.

Mr. Speaker, every parent or guardian of pub-
lic school students has access to this system. When a
child is enrolled as a public school student, they are
given an account with log-on details. Parents are posi-
tioned to check their child's school grades and daily
attendance and obtain other information that the
school or teachers may share with parents. The $150
relief application form has been designed within Pow-
erSchool and is linked directly to each student’s Pow-
erSchool account using the student’s school ID num-
ber. Only parents and guardians listed as the primary
contact on the student's PowerSchool account are
eligible for the $150 relief.

Mr. Speaker, parents were provided with an
eight-step easy-to-follow list of instructions on how to
apply for the $150 relief. Visual graphics were issued
so they could follow the steps on the graphics for re-
setting their PowerSchool account and completing the
application form. A list of frequently asked questions
(or FAQs) was also prepared and shared with parents.
Should parents have further questions or require addi-
tional assistance, they should email relief@moed.bm.

Mr. Speaker, like anyone being paid from the
public purse, all payments must adhere to the finan-
cial compliance requirements of the Accountant Gen-
eral's Office. This means that for persons applying for
the relief, a government-issued ID must be submitted
along with proof of document showing a bank account
number with the same name and address as the ap-
plicant.

Mr. Speaker, a completed application is one
where the primary parent listed in PowerSchool has
submitted the application form providing all required
information and emailed the banking confirmation de-
tails as per the government’s financial compliance
requirements. Once the application and banking in-
formation have been verified, a payment request is
sent to the Accountant General. After their due dili-
gence and compliance checks, the funds are sent to
the parent’s bank account.

| take the opportunity to remind parents and
guardians to ensure that all information sent is accu-
rate. The minimum time for the processing from appli-
cation to payment is 10 business days after submitting
a completed application.

Mr. Speaker, while in theory the application
process is straightforward, this exercise has revealed
various scenarios that have led to unforeseen delays
in some payment disbursements. To date, the team
working on the vetting has come across the following
scenarios:

1. applications by persons who are not the pri-
mary parent;

2. applications are submitted, but the required
supporting documents are not being sent in a
timely fashion or following the process for it to
be easily vetted;

3. the Office of the Accountant General required
banking and ID documentation not matching
the person who has applied;

4. while having PowerSchool accounts, parents
either have never accessed the system before
or have not accessed it in a long time, leading
to difficulties remembering login details,
passwords or how to navigate to the applica-
tion form;

5. children in the same household having differ-
ent primary parents assigned in PowerSchool;
and

6. parents not recognising that an application
must be made separately for each child in or-
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der for the government to maintain a clean

accounting and auditing record.

Mr. Speaker, we are always encouraged to
see opportunities instead of problems. The various
unforeseen issues | just listed have helped uncover
improvements that can be made to operate the Pow-
erSchool system. Parents who may have never used
the system before now have an opportunity to see
what information they can get from its effective use.
Lastly, it has helped us update parents’ contact infor-
mation and correct incorrect or outdated information. |
take this time to apologise to anyone who has applied
and has not received their $150 relief payment. We
are bound by the government’s financial due diligence
and want to ensure the correct parent receives the
payment.

Mr. Speaker, we recognise that not every par-
ent or guardian has access to a computer. The appli-
cation form can be filled out using a desktop comput-
er, a laptop, a tablet or a cell phone using the Internet.
We are confident that our parents have one of these
types of devices on hand to use. In fact, to date the
Ministry has experienced only two parents who have
called in or visited the Ministry offices to share that
they did not have a computer. In those instances, im-
mediate assistance was provided to show them how
to apply for the $150 relief using their cell phone.
Similarly, Mr. Speaker, we understand that not all par-
ents or guardians have bank accounts. Therefore, a
process has been put in place for parents to inform
the Ministry, and with the correct information provided,
payments can be made out by cheque.

Mr. Speaker, the $150 Relief [Initiative] was
launched on Friday, September 2. A total of 434 par-
ents submitted applications on this day. During the
remainder of that weekend, including the Labour Day
[holiday], 426 parents submitted applications to claim
their relief. We can report that as of yesterday, Sep-
tember 29, the Ministry has received 2,253 applica-
tions from parents or guardians, of which 1,725 appli-
cations have been vetted for approval by the Ministry
of Education and forwarded to the Accountant Gen-
eral's Office for payment. Of those 1,725 vetted appli-
cations, the Accountant General's Office has pro-
cessed 933 for payment.

Mr. Speaker, [this Government] is mindful that
some parents may choose not to apply for the $150
relief. Some say, | have finished purchasing school
supplies, while others say, We do not need it right
now. Although this might be the case, the $150 can
still be used later in the school year; their children may
lose a pair of shoes, need a new sweater for the cool-
er months or a replacement gym uniform, for example.
The Government’s financial support can cover these
instances.

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, in closing | encour-
age all eligible parents to apply for the $150 relief, as
this provision by the Government is to ease the finan-
cial burden on our families with children enrolled in

public schools. Parents will have until Monday, Octo-
ber 31, to apply. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister.

The next Statement this morning is in the
name of the Minister of Works.

Minister.

Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Good morning, Mr.
Speaker.

The Speaker: Good morning.

TYNES BAY WASTE-TO-ENERGY FACILITY
STABILISATION PROGRAMME

Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to provide a further update on the Tynes Bay
Waste-to-Energy Facility. Honourable Members may
recall in February of this year, the then Acting Minister
of Public Works advised this House on the $150 mil-
lion Capital Programme for the refurbishment of the
Waste-to-Energy Facility and the commencement of
said programme. Though the Ministry continues to
advance the initiative, additional challenges have
arisen since the aforementioned announcement such
as the catastrophic failure of one of the two overhead
refuse cranes which happened in April of this year.
During normal operation of the crane, the entire hoist
and access platform collapsed as the support welds
failed due to excessive fatigue.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to state that no
one was injured during this incident, but it does high-
light the critical nature of works under the refurbish-
ment programme.

Mr. Speaker, out of an abundance of caution,
the remaining crane was then inspected and emer-
gency repairs to the welds were completed, leaving it
as the only operational crane available for the next
several months, consequently slowing daily opera-
tions and putting the redundancy of the plant at risk
while also compromising the existing contingency
plans.

Mr. Speaker, to further exacerbate the situa-
tion, the Ministry has been notified by vendors con-
nected to the refurbishment programme that there are
significant delays in product delivery times attributed
to global supply chain issues resulting from the fallout
of the COVID-19 pandemic and ensuing economic
climate, thus affecting the commencement of the re-
furbishment works. Delivery times for specialised
equipment have been extended by some 12 weeks
and in certain instances up to 42 weeks. The delay
has a cascading effect which pushes the initial five-
year plan back further to an unspecified date.

Colleagues will know that | do not mince my
words: The current state of the facility is incapable of
lasting this time to await the major refurbishments to
commence. Therefore, Mr. Speaker, to preserve the
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facility until major maintenance can begin, the Cabinet
has recently approved a stabilisation programme of
projects that focuses on replacing critical systems re-
quired to bridge the gap between their current condi-
tion and the newly renovated facility, at an estimated
cost of $22 million.

To avoid any confusion, Mr. Speaker, let me
be clear: The funding for this programme will be
drawn down from the previously announced $150 mil-
lion Capital Programme.

Mr. Speaker, these projects specifically target
failed or obsolete systems that can be replaced with-
out major disruption to the daily operations at Tynes
Bay and will be integrated into the overall refurbish-
ment works to avoid wasted expenditure. These up-
graded systems are intended to assimilate seamlessly
with the larger refurbishment works. This stabilisation
programme includes the following:

¢ the replacement of the two overhead refuse
cranes;
the low voltage switchgear system;
the high voltage switchgear systems;
two auxiliary transformers;
the flue gas monitoring equipment;
turbine overhaul; and
various instruments associated with the feed
water tanks system and sea water band
screens.
Additionally, this programme will refurbish the
top sections of both flues (the opening of the smoke
chimneys). The estimated programme length is set at
three years with the tendering process for this stabili-
sation programme already started and works intended
to begin within the first quarter of 2023.

Mr. Speaker, colleagues are informed of the
urgent nature of this programme as, due to supply
chain issues, delivery times of 20 to 30 months are
anticipated for specialised equipment. This delay will
pose a significant operational risk to the facility.

Mr. Speaker, you will be familiar with the ex-
ercise of trash baling during extended periods of par-
tial or full plant inoperability. During the execution of
these works it is not expected that they will directly
cause any baling to be required. However, technical
officers have curated a garbage baling contingency
plan if such an event arises. Two prepared areas are
available for bale storage if required—the Tynes Bay
contingency yard and an overflow site at Marsh Folly.

Mr. Speaker, colleagues can be assured that
all bales shall be returned to Tynes Bay for proper
disposal. The programme will see five projects com-
pleted by the end of the fiscal year 2023/24 and one
project to be completed by the end of fiscal year
2024/25. The project contracts will be placed for all six
projects in the current fiscal year with individual pro-
ject costs being spread over three fiscal years, total-
ling the estimated $22 million. The estimated funding
per year required is as follows:

e 2022/23—$7 million

e 2023/24—%$14 million
e 2024/25—$1 million

Mr. Speaker, during this fiscal year (2022/23),
the Ministry was allocated $3 million toward the refur-
bishment programme, which is substantially less than
the required funding to execute maintenance on the
facility. To execute the stabilisation programme, there
is a requirement for an additional $7 million worth of
capital investment this current fiscal year (2022/23).
The remaining funds are set to be requested through
the 2023/24 budget process under the previously au-
thorised BMD$150 million overall refurbishment pro-
gramme, as detailed previously.

Mr. Speaker, colleagues shall recall the na-
tional disruption caused by the inoperability of the
Tynes Bay Waste-to-Energy Facility and the unfortu-
nate alternatives faced due to circumstances in No-
vember 2021, [where], over the course of several
weeks approximately 410 tons of refuse was landfilled
at the Marsh Folly facility contrary to good practice
and previous public commitments to avoid a repeat of
this practice.

Mr. Speaker, | want to stress in the strongest
possible terms that the risk of a catastrophic failure is
very real. The plant has a number of issues that
threaten the functionality of the plant—particularly the
single overhead refuse crane, [the failure of] which will
render the plant inoperable, and the baling of trash will
be inevitable. Baling will also have to be performed in
another location with garbage diverted to this new site
along with storage. Every effort is being made to re-
place the broken crane as soon as possible. It is antic-
ipated that with funding dedicated for the stabilisation
works over the next two fiscal years to procure the
critical parts for the facility mentioned earlier, the
Tynes Bay team can focus their efforts on the major
refurbishment works that will manage the country’s
waste requirements for the next 25 years.

Mr. Speaker, again, | would like to thank the
management and staff of Tynes Bay ably led by Mr.
Nasir Wade, Plant Manager; the Ministry of Public
Works; and Ministry of Finance for their efforts in en-
suring that the Tynes Bay Waste-to-Energy Facility
Stabilisation Programme has been implemented.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister.

The next Statement this morning is in the
name of the Minister of Social Development and Sen-
iors.

Minister Furbert.

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR
GENDER AFFAIRS COUNCIL

Hon. Tinee Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to inform this Hon-
ourable House and the general public of the progres-
sive steps being made to formalise the Gender Affairs
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Council. According to the United Nations, any gender
council has a basic moral and strategic imperative to
ensure that all people, regardless of their gender, can
realise their full potential.

Mr. Speaker, some may recall that in 2008 the
Government officially added “gender equity” to the
Department of Human Affairs mandate, and approval
was granted to establish an Equity Council for Bermu-
da.

Mr. Speaker, in 2010, the then Ministry of Cul-
ture and Social Rehabilitation established a non-
statutory body, a Women’s Council, under the former
leadership of The Hon. Neletha |. Butterfield. This
Women’s Council was established to focus on improv-
ing the quality of life for women, families and society.
The Council had been charged to address urgent is-
sues, highlighted in a 1997 Women'’s Issues Report,
such as equal pay, workplace sexual harassment,
maternity leave, marriage licences and violence
against women.

Also in the year 2010, Mr. Speaker, the Gov-
ernment engaged in the process to have United Na-
tion’s Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) extended to
Bermuda. CEDAW is the landmark international
agreement that affirms principles of fundamental hu-
man rights and equality for women around the world
and is often referred to as the Women’s Bill of Rights.
Consisting of a preamble and 30 articles, this Conven-
tion defines what constitutes discrimination against
women and sets up an agenda for national action to
end gender discrimination. On the 16" of March 2017,
the United Kingdom extended CEDAW to Bermuda. In
2015, with the dissolution of the Department of Hu-
man Affairs, individuals were never appointed to the
Women’s Council, and the body remained inactive to
this date.

So, Mr. Speaker, in keeping with global [best]
practice and the modern dynamics of gender politics,
this Government has made the commitment to the
establishment of a Gender Affairs Council that incor-
porates the philosophical shift such that individuals in
our community can reap the gender benefits that are
systemic, inclusive and sustainable.

Mr. Speaker, the importance and relevance of
gender-based issues has been prominent in our small
community. These issues have included domestic vio-
lence, employment, increasing poverty, burden of
care, sexual orientation, political representation, eco-
nomic opportunity, and safety and security.

Mr. Speaker, over the years Bermuda has
seen a drastic increase in gender-based domestic
violence rates, which is concerning. In 2020, the Di-
rector of Public Prosecutions revealed that 30 per cent
of cases were domestic-related. Additionally, in 2020
the Centre Against Abuse shared that they have expe-
rienced a sharp increase in domestic abuse reports.
Between 2018 and 2020, there was close to an 88 per
cent increase in abuse reports, with 91 reported in

2018, and 161 reported in 2019, and 171 reported in
2020.

Mr. Speaker, there are also economic and
employment gender-related issues, which unfortu-
nately lead to further disparity in Bermuda. In 2020, on
average, the median gross annual income by sex
shows women earned $68,294 per year compared to
$61,946 for men, representing a 9.7 per cent differ-
ence in pay. In 2021, the Bermuda Job Market Em-
ployment Brief illustrated a widening in the earnings
gap between the genders.

Mr. Speaker, although these are just a few
examples of gender-based issues that Bermuda fac-
es, the Government understands the relevance and
importance of working toward resolving them. The
Gender Affairs Council will assist the Government in
an advisory capacity to bring perceptions, experience
and interests of women and men to influence legisla-
tion, policy and decision-making. This is key to driving
change toward a more productive, profitable and equi-
table culture to improve society. It demonstrates the
Government’s commitment to issues on gender bal-
ance as it relates to employment, economic opportuni-
ty, safety and security.

Mr. Speaker, the newly established Gender
Affairs Council will comprise individuals representing
government agencies, civil society organisations and
entrepreneurs. Mr. Speaker, many of you may have
seen the press conference | held on Wednesday,
September 21. The press conference was also used
to provide the importance of establishing a Genders
Affairs Council and the overarching remit of the Coun-
cil. This press conference also provided an opportuni-
ty for me to encourage individuals to submit an ex-
pression of interest so that they can be considered to
serve on this non-statutory body that will drive change
toward a more equitable community.

Mr. Speaker, | look forward to receiving ex-
pressions of interest, and | want to thank our commu-
nity in advance for their support, interest and commit-
ment to what the Government seeks to achieve. | en-
courage individuals in our community who wish to
serve on the Gender Affairs Council and be part of the
progressive change to submit an Expression of Inter-
est form by October 7, 2022. The form must be sub-
mitted electronically and can be accessed online at
forms.gov.bm/Departments/The-Cabinet-
Office/Expression-of-Interest.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister.

| believe the next Statement is also in your
name.
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Continue on.
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NURTURING OUR NATION: IMPERFECT
PARENTING SERIES

Hon. Tinee Furbert: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to in-
form this Honourable House and the general public
about an exciting initiative, Nurturing Our Nation: Im-
perfect Parenting Series, that provides an opportunity
for the Ministry of Social Development and Seniors;
the Department of Child and Family Services (DCFS);
and industry professionals to collaborate in providing
resources that are designed to assist families.

Mr. Speaker, DCFS conducts quarterly Family
Strengths and Needs assessments on all families en-
gaged in intervention services with the department.
Annual data gathered from these assessments indi-
cate that two of the highest priority areas of need for
most primary caregivers are the needs for support in
the areas of coping and parenting skills. Being aware
of these needs within the community, the Ministry of
Social Development and Seniors, and DCFS, was
keen to find a way to ensure primary caregivers were
given the support and tools to help them strengthen
themselves as parents and guardians.

Mr. Speaker, the Ministry and the Department
of Child and Family Services collaborated with indus-
try professionals to develop this initiative, Nurturing
Our Nation: Imperfect Parenting Series, to provide
valuable resources and connections through the fol-
lowing:

e livestream panel discussions;

o focus groups;

e a Parenting Expo.

The purpose of this initiative is to educate
primary caregivers and assist them in providing prac-
tical solutions such as coping and parenting skills that
enable community development.

Mr. Speaker, Nurturing our Nation: Imperfect
Parenting Series panel discussions are held twice a
month starting at 12:30 pm live on Facebook
(@mosds.bda and @bdagovernment), Twitter
(@bdagovernment), YouTube (@citvbermuda), and
CITV (One Communications Channel 2 and WOW
Channel 102). The first panel discussion was held on
Wednesday, the 22" of September, [during] which
panellists discussed and answered questions on the
topic of Routines.

Mr. Speaker, the upcoming livestream panel
discussions schedule is as follows:

e Boundaries [i.e., setting boundaries for your
child], which was held yesterday, Thursday,
September 29;

o Effects of Bullying and Domestic Violence on
Children on Thursday, October 20;

e Co-Parenting and Nurturing Parents on
Thursday, October 27;

e Personal Care and Wellness on Thursday,
November 17;

e Nutrition and Meal Planning on Thursday, No-
vember 24.

| reiterate these discussions will start at
12:30 pm on all Government of Bermuda virtual plat-
forms and CITV. | encourage members in our com-
munity to submit questions to the e-mail address
askus@gov.bm before discussion dates to add to
what | believe will be a wholesome discussion.

Mr. Speaker, the panellists who will be partici-
pating in the panel discussions include representa-
tives from numerous government departments and
community organisations, namely, the Department of
Child and Family Services, Child Development Pro-
gramme, Department of Health, Bermuda Police Ser-
vice, the Family Centre, the Coalition for the Protec-
tion of Children; ParentGuide LLC, Tele Connect,
PsyNeu Wellness, Centre Against Abuse, Women'’s
Resource Centre, Ocean Rock Wellness, and Beyond
Therapy.

Mr. Speaker, | encourage parents, guardians,
grandparents and other members of our community
who are part of a family support village to watch these
panel discussions. Many times parents/guardians
(caregivers) feel helpless trying to cope with their chil-
dren and think issues their child or family is experienc-
ing are in isolation; but this is not true. You are not
alone. Many parents/guardians and families regard-
less of factors such as race, sex, educational back-
ground, religious denomination and financial status
have similar experiences when raising a child. These
similar experiences could be, for example, not being
able to cope at times, finding home and work-life bal-
ance, unaware of the support resources within the
community, and not being able to communicate with
your child.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to take this oppor-
tunity to remind parents/guardians that we are not per-
fect, and we all will make mistakes when parenting a
child. We must remember not to be hard on ourselves
and also not to be judgmental of others. Parenting is
definitely not easy. However, | believe this initiative
will provide awareness of information, support and
services that are readily available in the community
that can assist with coping and enhancing positive
parenting skills.

Mr. Speaker, as stated earlier, the Nurturing
Our Nation: Imperfect Parenting Series includes a
Parenting Expo. This expo will have vendor partici-
pants who represent various industry professionals
from government departments/agencies and commu-
nity organisations. These participants provide com-
munity programmes, child development support and
services, mental health support and services, parent
support, education support and extracurricular activi-
ties. The Parenting Expo will be held on Thursday,
November 10, 2022, from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm on the
Front Lawn of City Hall in Hamilton. Please save the
date and look out for further information that will be
announced in the media and on social media plat-
forms.

Bermuda House of Assembly


http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/ministerials/21f6795a55244a884ddbe79985b0d14c.pdf
http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/ministerials/21f6795a55244a884ddbe79985b0d14c.pdf

Official Hansard Report

30 September 2022

1729

Mr. Speaker, residents should be receiving a
Nurturing Our Nation: Imperfect Parenting Series
mailer sometime soon. This mailer includes the panel
discussion schedule and monthly parenting tips, which
| believe will be useful in educating primary caregiv-
ers. The parenting tips can provide ways for not just
the primary caregiver to enhance themselves and
other caregivers, but also suggests ways to engage
and encourage your child. | recommend you try to use
the tips in your daily routine.

Mr. Speaker, the Government remains com-
mitted to our parents, children and families and rec-
ognises that there are gaps in the level of awareness
for some primary caregivers. Many of the caregivers in
our community can truly benefit from sessions to as-
sist with coping strategies, parenting skills and attain-
ing community support. | believe Nurturing Our Na-
tion: Imperfect Parenting Series will help to close
some of the existing gaps by educating and providing
resources to primary caregivers. It is hoped this would
allow us to start healing the foundation of our fami-
lies—the primary caregivers. Once our families expe-
rience healing, then together we can work collectively
to heal our nation.

In closing, the quote by Art Solomon, An-
ishinaabe Elder, comes to mind: “To heal a nation, we
must first heal the individuals, the families and the
communities.” Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister.

The next Statement this morning is in the
name of the Minister of National Security.

Minister, would you like to put your State-
ment?

Hon. Michael A. Weeks: Good morning, Mr. Speaker.
The Speaker: Good morning.
AIRPORT FIRE RESCUE SERVICES

Hon. Michael A. Weeks: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
provide an update on the Bermuda Fire Rescue Ser-
vice Airport Operations Division.

Mr. Speaker, you will recall that | made a
statement to this Honourable House on the 1% of July
of this year advising of the revised requirements for
the Bermuda Fire Rescue Service at the airport. Mr.
Speaker, at that time—

The Speaker: Hold on one second, Minister.

Just to remind you we are back in Chambers.
You have got to come around. You are crossing the
line. Thank you.

Continue, Minister.

Hon. Michael A. Weeks: Mr. Speaker, at that time |
advised that the Bermuda Fire Rescue Service oper-
ates the Airport Rescue Firefighting Services which

provides aircraft rescue and firefighting services for
the L. F. Wade International Airport. This is an essen-
tial service that enables the airport to serve commer-
cial flights.

Mr. Speaker, you will recall that Skyport is the
L. F. Wade International Airport's Aerodrome Certifi-
cate Holder. The certificate is issued by the Bermuda
Civil Aviation Authority to Skyport and enables them to
operate the airport. One of the many regulated activi-
ties under the certification is the Airport Rescue Fire-
fighting Services.

Mr. Speaker, as previously advised, the Air-
port Rescue Firefighting Services is a Retained Gov-
ernment Service as part of the airport project agree-
ment between Skyport and the Bermuda Airport Au-
thority. The Bermuda Airport Authority is responsible
for providing the Retained Government Service and
have transferred responsibility for the delivery of the
Airport Rescue Firefighting Services to the Bermuda
Fire Rescue Service by way of a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding in 2007, with an amendment in 2017.
There is no fee paid by Skyport to the Bermuda Air-
port Authority or to the Bermuda Fire and Rescue
Service for this service.

Mr. Speaker, | wish to remind my honourable
colleagues that since 1995 the accepted minimum
duty strength at the airport required three crews of five
firefighters per shift. This enabled the airport to pro-
vide a response category rating of 9. A rating of 9 is
required for large commercial jets including the British
Airways’ Boeing 777 aircraft service to Bermuda.

Mr. Speaker, a February 2022 Skyport audit
of the Airport Operations Division recommended in-
creasing firefighter minimum duty strength from 5 per
crew to 14 in order to maintain a category 9 response
rating for the airport.

Mr. Speaker, the Bermuda Airport Authority
retained a UK Civil Aviation Authority Rescue Fire-
fighting expert to review the recommended require-
ments including the minimum duty strength. The ex-
pert has completed his on Island review, and his re-
port is being used for further discussions with Skyport
and the Bermuda Civil Aviation Authority on the mini-
mum duty strength requirements at the airport.

Mr. Speaker, in the interim, 10 overseas fire-
fighters were brought in as a temporary measure to
ensure that the airport continued to operate as nor-
mal. However, the numbers only provided for us to
maintain a category 7 rating. In order to provide a
surge for the British Airways flight, staff are required to
come back in on their rest days and do excessive
overtime.

Mr. Speaker, this was not a sustainable short-
term solution and put an unfair strain on firefighters
who could not take leave or even a rest day. In order
to maintain sufficient firefighters at the airport, an ad-
ditional 25 firefighters are being contracted from over-
seas from October until the end of March 2023. This
will enable the service to maintain the interim mini-
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mum duty strength without excessive overtime and
burnout of our local firefighters. It will allow local fire-
fighters to take their leave and rest days.

Mr. Speaker, the cost of this surge to 35 fire-
fighters through to the end of March is anticipated to
be approximately $2.75 million. | want to make it clear
that the overseas firefighters are here on a short-term
contract and their package reflects that fact. It in-
cludes return flights, housing and a base monthly fee
paid in arrears. Their monthly fee equates to the low-
est monthly rate for a local firefighter. They are re-
sponsible for registering and paying taxes. Whilst they
receive two days off per month, they do not receive
the same benefits as local firefighters who benefit not
only from full-time employment but annual leave, sick
leave, maternity or paternity leave, parental leave,
bereavement leave, long service leave, lieu leave,
special personal leave, public holidays, pension bene-
fits, retirement benefit, medical benefit, dental benefit,
[ophthalmic benefit] and a telephone allowance.

Mr. Speaker, we are very fortunate to have
been able to secure the services of the overseas fire-
fighters in such short order in order to maintain unin-
terrupted flight operations at the airport.

Mr. Speaker, | can confirm that the airport
rescue and firefighting services continue to be provid-
ed in accordance with approvals provided by the Ber-
muda Civil Aviation Authority as these changes are
taking place. | can further confirm that the level of air-
port rescue and firefighting services meets the re-
quirements of Bermuda’'s commercial airlines opera-
tors and no flights have been cancelled due to the
ongoing changes.

Mr. Speaker, Bermuda Fire Rescue Service’s
goal is to successfully complete all of the required
changes to the Airport Operations Division to ensure
there are sustainable resources to maintain the rec-
ommended airport rescue and firefighting services.

Mr. Speaker, once we have agreed the final
minimum duty strength requirements for the airport,
we will look at all options for meeting those require-
ments, and as promised | will provide an update to
this Honourable House at that time. In the interim, 11
local persons are being hired from November to train
as airport-rated firefighters, and their training will be
completed by the end of March 2023.

Mr. Speaker, in closing | would like to thank
the women and men of the Bermuda Fire and Rescue
Service for their service and in particular to those who
have stepped up at the airport to meet this challenge.
| would also like to thank the executives of the Fire
Service Association for their support in this matter.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister.

The next Statement, the final Statement this
morning, is in the name of the Minister of Economy
and Labour.

Minister,
Statement?

would you like to present your

Hon. Jason Hayward: Good morning, Mr. Speaker.
The Speaker: Good morning.

INITIATIVES TO PROMOTE AND SUPPORT
YOUTH EMPLOYMENT

Hon. Jason Hayward: | am elated to rise today to
present to this Honourable House on the initiatives the
Government has undertaken to promote and support
our youth.

Mr. Speaker, a strong economy hinges upon
people having the skills they need to secure meaning-
ful well-paid work. The flagrant consequences of
youth unemployment highlight the importance of mak-
ing good job options available for our young people.
As part of our Youth Employment Strategy [Y.E.S.] we
are making a deliberate effort to target and upskill our
youth as they will play a vital part in the workforce in
the coming years. Our goal is to position them to se-
cure employment opportunities.

Mr. Speaker, in the next quarter the Depart-
ment of Workforce Development will be engaging with
stakeholders to implement initiatives as outlined in the
National Youth Employment Strategy. In alignment
with goal 1 of the strategy, which is to increase local
training opportunities and promote pathways to secur-
ing employment, a working group comprising mem-
bers from the public and private sector, as well as
youth stakeholders, has been engaged to analyse
labour market data to ensure training opportunities
align with current and future demands.

Mr. Speaker, to ensure relevant training and
education opportunities are available locally, the
group will perform analysis on the following, to identify
high-demand occupations and professions with low
Bermudian participation:

e capacity across various industries to identify
the need for entry level jobs to ensure youth
services and programmes are aligned;

e non-traditional/conventional training opportu-
nities; and

e capture data on Bermuda’s school leavers
ages 18 to 26 that will include their [level of]
education, career interest, area of study, pro-
jected completion date, career goals and em-
ployment status.

Each of these steps strives to ensure that
young Bermudians are suitably qualified and posi-
tioned to take advantage of job opportunities within
the local [labour] market.

Mr. Speaker, the Graduate Trainee pro-
gramme was implemented in 2021 with much suc-
cess. The programme provided paid work experience
for 21 unemployed recent Bermuda College and uni-
versity graduates in their area of study. | am pleased
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to report that applications for the next cohort of gradu-
ate trainees will open on September 23, 2022. Inter-
ested persons can apply through the Bermuda Job
Board at https://www.bermudajobboard.bm/. Infor-
mation has already been released on various media
platforms; however, persons have the remainder of
today to complete an application if they are interested.
Participants of the programme will gain relevant work
experience in their area of study, opportunity to refine
their soft skills and one-on-one coaching as they navi-
gate their career journey. The Department of Work-
force Development is engaging with private sector
employers to expand apprenticeships and register
their apprenticeship opportunities with the department.
The apprenticeship scheme affords mentorship sup-
port, education, paid on-the-job training and experi-
ence, professional development opportunities and
sponsorship benefits. These programmes speak di-
rectly to goal 4 of the strategy, which ensures that a
greater number of our young people receive relevant
work experience to better prepare them for gainful
employment.

Mr. Speaker, goal 5 of the strategy is to im-
prove public access to relevant labour market infor-
mation and career opportunities. The work of the La-
bour Market Review Working Group will be translated
into clear, digestible formats through social media,
marketing ads and other forms of communication to
better connect with young people. Ensuring access to
this information promotes strategic and informed deci-
sions when choosing a career path.

Data gathering is a two-way street. Unfortu-
nately, over the past several years we have not been
able to ascertain where our young people are studying
for their tertiary education, what degrees they are pur-
suing and their projected graduation dates. The De-
partment of Workforce Development will make up-
grades to the Bermuda Job Board to collect these da-
ta by the end of this fiscal period. These data will be
used to project capacity in the job market.

Mr. Speaker, it is now well known that entre-
preneurship can be a viable option in terms of job sat-
isfaction and overcoming difficulties in finding em-
ployment. As the BEDC [Bermuda Economic Devel-
opment Corporation] is actively supporting and grow-
ing Bermuda’s entrepreneurial ecosystem, BEDC has
developed programmes to help our young people
succeed in jobs and entrepreneurship. The BEDC'’s
Summer Student Entrepreneurship Programme,
launched in 2018, is building Bermuda’s next genera-
tion of entrepreneurs. To date it has seen entrepre-
neurs between the ages of 13 and 24 bring over 50
new jobs to the market, solidifying entrepreneurship
as a viable career choice.

Mr. Speaker, [for] a young person there is
nothing more exciting than competition. To create an
environment where constructive competition in the
business market is encouraged, the BEDC’s Annual
Youth Pitch competition inspires youth between the

ages of 14 and 18 to develop and pitch a business
idea. Many students have pitched entrepreneurial ide-
as with some continuing on to start their own busi-
nesses in Bermuda. Since launching BEDC’s Enter-
prise Bermuda Incubator programme in 2018, a total
of 30 start-ups have been incubated, bringing 80 new
jobs to market. BEDC’s New Start-ups Payroll Tax
Relief programme launched in 2018/19 has facilitated
85 businesses, bringing 150 new jobs to the market.
The number of persons seeking a vending licence
from BEDC has increased with 322 vending licences
being approved since 2020. A number of these in-
clude licences approved for our young people.

Mr. Speaker, the initiatives shared highlight
this Government’s effort to encourage and develop
our youth to enable them to thrive and experience
fruitful lives within our community. | would like to take
this opportunity to thank the Department of Workforce
Development and the BEDC for the work they are do-
ing to help us get our young people working.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister.

This, Members, brings us to the end of the
Statements for this morning. And we thank you for
your contributions.

We now move on.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The Speaker: There are none.

QUESTION PERIOD

The Speaker: There are written questions, which will
be carried for the moment. Then we will go to the
questions on Statements this morning.

Ministers, the Statements this morning have
not many questions, but we do have some questions.

We will start this morning, Premier, we have
questions for you on your Statement from the Opposi-
tion Leader.

Opposition Leader, would you like to put your
question now?

QUESTION 1: MINISTERIAL STATEMENT ON
PRAGUE AND BRUSSELS TRIP

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you very much.

In regard to the Statement on Prague, just two
questions came to my mind while his Statement was
being presented.

While in the EU and meeting with the shakers
and movers of the EU, has the Premier considered
discussing with the EU immigration [if they would con-
sider] eases that would allow Bermudians to easily
study in Europe And, in addition, help them find in-
ternships in Europe that will help Bermuda'’s IB [inter-
national business] in the long run?
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The Speaker: He combined two questions there. But,
Premier, we can separate them, or you could answer
them together. How is that? You could answer them in
a single response. It is two easy questions. If they
were difficult ones, | might have had him separate
them out.

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | thank
the Honourable Opposition Leader for his questions.
Those have not been matters that are typically
canvassed with the European Union, but | am happy
to take the suggestion on board. The Bermudian who
runs our Brussels office, Ms. Aliyya Ahad, actually
prior to her work did significant work on European mi-
gration studies. | am happy to pass that recommenda-
tion on to her and happy to revert back to the Opposi-
tion Leader on what is actually in place and if he has
any further suggestions for possible enhancements.

The Speaker: Thank you.
Supplementary?

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: No.

The Speaker: No. Further questions?

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, on the same one.
The Speaker: Continue.

QUESTION 2: MINISTERIAL STATEMENT ON
PRAGUE AND BRUSSELS TRIP

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: On page 2 the Premier in-
dicated that he spoke to Elina Bardram, the Director
for International Affairs and Climate [Finance]. What
jumped to mind for me, Mr. Speaker, is this question:
Did the Premier encourage Ms. Bardram to advocate
on behalf of Bermuda to the EU states to support and
sign the Hamilton Declaration and ultimately become
a member of the Sargasso Sea Alliance?

| am asking that because when | was the Min-
ister of the Environment, | was working with Ireland,
which is an EU state, and encouraged them to be-
come a signatory on the Hamilton Declaration and
become a member of the Sargasso Sea Alliance. So |
was wondering if he would also examine the possibil-
ity of having EU members support and become a sig-
natory in the Hamilton Declaration.

The Speaker: The question is, Will he seek to have
the EU members support and sign the document?

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, sir.

The Speaker: Okay. Just wanted to wrap it up in a
succinct question.

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr.
Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, | have been informed by the
Honourable Deputy Premier that those discussions
were held with various EU member states at the glob-
al Climate Change Conference, COP26, that took
place last year in Glasgow. And | will ensure that any
follow-up discussions that | have with climate, as there
are regular interactions . . . we will make sure that that
is included. That was not raised in that particular
meeting, but | am happy to make sure that that is
done in forward matters.

The Speaker: Thank you.
Supplementary?

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: No.

The Speaker: Additional question?

No. Thank you.

Premier, you also have questions on your
second Statement. And those questions again are
from the Opposition Leader.

Opposition Leader, would you like to put your
question?

QUESTION 1: UPDATE ON GOVERNMENT’S
FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you very much.

| will start with, | think, the easy question first.

The Premier indicated that there were a num-
ber of positive variances in regard to the budget. And |
was looking to see if he had applied some of the posi-
tive variances to actually reducing our debt. So |
would like to speak to him and have further clarifica-
tion as to ... is it his intention to apply some of the
positive variance to a plan to reduce the debt?

The Speaker: Thank you. That was pretty straightfor-
ward, one single question. Yes.

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, | do believe that the answer to
the Honourable Opposition Leader’s question is men-
tioned inside the Statement, which noted that Bermu-
da’s gross debt has decreased due to our refinancing
activities, that our deficit is smaller. But | think it is im-
portant to note that we are still in deficit. And until we
make it to the point of having a balanced budget, then
that is the time when we need to reduce the debt. The
Government has set out its plan to make sure that we
return to a balanced budget. But | think what is also
important and is recognised in this Statement is that,
while maintaining our budget targets, we need to
make the necessary investments which are needed to
support the people of this country.

He would have heard me say in this State-
ment about the additional investments that are being
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made in affordable housing to ensure that more hous-
ing can be provided, the investments and the relief
that is being provided to the citizens of this country,
with further relief to come. And | think that that is the
best way to make sure that we manage the economy.

We will get to a space with a balanced budg-
et. We have set out our long-term plans in accordance
with the Fiscal Responsibility Panel, setting a target
that was laid out in the Budget Statement to get our-
selves to a $50 million budget surplus over the next
few fiscal years. But it is important that while we are
on this trajectory to maintain budget discipline [we are]
also providing relief to Bermudians who are under
pressure due to global inflation.

The Speaker: Thank you.
Supplementary or a new question?

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Supplementary.
The Speaker: Go ahead.
SUPPLEMENTARIES

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you.

Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Finance indicated
that the revenue projected to be $1.27 [billion] was
basically $74 million above the original estimates. He
said it was primarily due to customs, stamp duty, civil
aviation, payroll tax and increased revenue from travel
authorisation.

Can the Minister of Finance provide the dollar
values attributed to these ministries in regard to the
positive variances? So in other words, they said the
increased revenue was due to customs, stamp duty,
civil aviation, payroll tax and travel authorisation. Can
he attribute dollar values to each of those revenue
sources?

The Speaker: Premier.

Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, | am happy to do
so for the Honourable Member.

The variance from original estimates to the
revised estimates and final estimates for customs duty
was $23,901,373. The variance on stamp duty was
$13,052,640. The variance on payroll tax was $8.8
million, and the variance in regard to the additional
funds received from civil aviation, above budget tar-
gets, was $10,881,000. And the travel authorisation
fee was above budgeted expectations by $8,850,000.

The Speaker: Thank you.
Supplementary?

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes.

Along the same line, [the Premier] also indi-
cated that there was a $5 million increased projection
on the interest and in guaranteed management costs.

Can he break down the details of the increased costs
attributed to the increased cost of our interest rates,
as well as the breakdown on the costs attributed to
the failed Morgan’s Point project?

The Speaker: Premier.

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

During the 2021/22 budget year there was no
increased interest rate costs that were there. Our in-
terest rates were fixed, and there was no variance
during that year, to the best of my knowledge. And |
think that that was covered inside the Budget State-
ment.

In regard to a detailed breakdown of the mat-
ter for Morgan’s Point, | do not have that in front of
me. But | think it stands to state that the Morgan’s
Point project has cost the treasury more than $240
million, as outlined in the Budget Statement prior. That
number may be a little bit high, but | know it is over
$200 million, Mr. Speaker. And | am happy that the
Honourable Member can go ahead and write for a
specific question. | am happy to give the breakdown
on all of the costs of Morgan’s Point.

And also as Chairman of the Public Accounts
Committee, | am sure that he can call a hearing if he
wants to find out more about how money is being
spent, the taxpayers’ money, that should be able to be
used for the taxpayers but is instead being used to
bail out and to finance a project that was guaranteed
by the former Government, Mr. Speaker. Over $200
million that could be spent on Bermudians, relief for
Bermudians, this Government had to go ahead, ac-
cess the market and provide that cover for a project,
Mr. Speaker, that | have said in this Honourable
House was in default before the election of 2017.

The Speaker: Supplementary? You used two sup-
plementaries. You can do a new question. (Turn your
microphone on.)

QUESTION 2: UPDATE ON GOVERNMENT’S
FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: My second question is this:
The Statement says “interest/guarantee.” And it also
goes on to say that most of this increase is related to
Morgan’s Point. The Minister of Finance said there
was no increase in the interest expense. So is he now
saying that this statement is incorrect? Because there
was no interest increase based on his response to my
question, and that all of this $5 million was attributable
to Morgan’s Point?

The Speaker: Premier.
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, the Statement is

correct. Not all of it was attributable to Morgan’s Point.
Those are the breakdowns. The Government manag-
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es various guarantees. | am happy to give the Hon-
ourable Member a breakdown, | do not have it in front
of me, if he so requests and requires it. He could have
also had it during the Budget Statement. And if he
looks in the Budget Book it might also be publicly
available. So | do not have a Budget Book [with] me.
But if | look online or the Honourable Member looks
online, he will be able to find it because those matters
were detailed in the budget.

The Speaker: Supplementary?

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Supplementary. | am mov-
ing on to the—

The Speaker: Supplementary on the same question
or a new question?

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: New question.

The Speaker: All right. Third question, your third
question.

QUESTION 3: UPDATE ON GOVERNMENT’S
FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes.

In regard to the debt refinancing, can the Min-
ister provide details on who the runners or the brokers
who managed the refinancing in capital markets
were? And how much did we pay them in dollar value
and as a percentage of the capital raise? Thank you
very much.

The Speaker: Premier.

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

To the best of my recollection, the joint book
runners for the debt raise were HSBC and Goldman
Sachs, | do believe. And | do not have the information
in front of me in regard to the cost, but | am happy to
provide that to the Honourable Member if he goes
ahead and writes the specific details. If he wishes, |
will be happy to go ahead and provide it. It may have
been provided in the Statement of which | made in
July, but if it was not provided in the Statement that
was made in July, [| am] happy to provide that infor-
mation. It was a standard cost following a tender
which goes out in accordance with OPMP [Office of
Project Management and Procurement] guidelines
and was approved by the Cabinet.

The Speaker: Okay.

Supplementary?

No further questions. Thank you for your con-
tribution on that Statement.

The Speaker: The next Statement that Members
have indicated that they have questions is for the
Deputy Premier, your Statement on the fuel deal.

MP Cannonier, would you like to put your
question?

QUESTION 1: TABLING OF THE FUELS BILL 2022

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er, and good morning, colleagues.

On page 5—unfortunately my tablet is not
working well. On page 5 going through to page 6, the
Honourable Deputy Premier mentions, “service to the
people of Bermuda is the single greatest purpose of
this Bill.” Later on in that paragraph, it speaks of
“Regulations will not be derived in a vacuum, but ra-
ther in fulsome discussion . . . with industry . . ..” And
then he qualifies that with the following: “I must add
clarity and assurance in the matter of pricing . . . .”

So my question was, the previous paragraph
on page 5 speaks to—

[Inaudible interjection]

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, | declare my interest.
Yes.

The previous paragraph states that there will
be fulsome discussion. But it does not identify with the
Regulatory Authority that the government and duty are
going to be included in that. | am assuming that, as it
mentions here, a fulsome look at the whole process
will be done. And | am assuming that the duty on fuel
will be a part of that process. Is that the case?

The Speaker: Deputy?
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, Mr. Speaker. But that
discussion on duty will be had with the Ministry of Fi-

nance.

The Speaker: Okay.
Supplementary or a new question?

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, yes.
The Speaker: Go ahead.
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Supplemental to that.
The Speaker: Yes. Go ahead.
SUPPLEMENTARY
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Okay. Considering that to be
the case, is it an ongoing discussion at present then
that we should be reducing the duty on fuel? And to

be transparent about it, we know that in the pricing of
fuel, especially fossil fuel, the greatest part of that and
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the one who makes the most is government off of the
duty on fuel.

The Speaker: Deputy.

Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Let me just remind the House that it was the
former Government that substantially increased the
duty on fuel.

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Point of order, Mr. Speaker.
Point of order, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Point of order.
POINT OF ORDER

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: | asked a very clear question
that has nothing to do with the past. It has to do with
the present.

An Hon. Member: You are running from your record.
[Laughter]

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: | am not running from the
record. | said transparent. We know that Govern-
ment—whichever Government has been ... the
greatest gain has been by Government. So if he can
be specific.

The Speaker: No problem. No problem.

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: He does not need to politic.
It is a simple question.

The Speaker: No problem.
Can you respond?

Hon. Walter H. Roban: | would hope, Mr. Speaker, as
long as | am stating facts, | am within the rules of an-
swering the question. The former Government dou-
bled the duty on fuel.

The Speaker: You can state the facts and then an-
swer the question.

Hon. Walter H. Roban: Right. But | am answering the
question. It is related to the duty on fuel, Mr. Speaker.
And this Government is moving forward to review the
duty and to perhaps be able to bring it down over
time. But | can only state facts, Mr. Speaker. | am not
trying to add anything else to the question of the Hon-
ourable Member.

[Laughter]

The Speaker: Supplementary? Supplementary?

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: No.

The Speaker: Thank you.

Members, the next Statement that has ques-
tions this morning is the Statement by the Minister of
National Security.

Minister,
Dunkley.

MP Dunkley, would you like to put your ques-
tion now?

you have a question from MP

QUESTION 1: AIRPORT FIRE RESCUE SERVICES

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker,
and good morning to you, colleagues and the listening
audience.

To the Honourable Minister: Honourable Min-
ister, in your Statement at the bottom of page 2, you
read that “a February 2022 Skyport audit of the Airport
Operations Division recommended increasing fire-
fighter minimum duty strength from 5 per crew to 14 in
order to maintain a category 9 ... .”

Honourable Minister, the question to you is,
When did the conversations first start in regard to an
increase in duty minimum strength?

The Speaker: Minister.

Hon. Michael A. Weeks: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

If I understood the question right, | would think
that the conversation started right after the audit was
complete as to an increase of the duty minimum
strength.

The Speaker: Supplementary?
SUPPLEMENTARIES

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, supplementary, Mr.
Speaker.

My supplementary question is, So prior to that
audit there was no indication by Skyport or any other
body connected with the airport that there would be
the potential need to increase the minimum strength?

The Speaker: Minister.

Hon. Michael A. Weeks: Thank you again, Mr.
Speaker.

I am not sure what the conversations were
about. But you know how audits go. The auditor was
hired, and they came in and did a review of the airport
and the airport operations. And this is what they came
up with.

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, with all due
respect, that does not answer the question.
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The question was simple: Prior to that audit,
was there any indication that there would be an in-
crease of minimum strength? Yes or no?

The Speaker: Okay. He was pretty precise on that,
Minister. Had the conversation taken place prior, or
any knowledge prior?

Hon. Michael A. Weeks: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Not to my knowledge. | do not know one way
or the other.

The Speaker: Supplementary?

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes. Supplementary, Mr.
Speaker.

The Speaker: Go ahead.

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: On the next page, the top
of page 3, the Honourable Minister says that “the
Bermuda Airport Authority retained a UK Civil Aviation
Authority Rescue Fire Fighting expert to review the
recommended requirements . . . and his report is be-
ing used for further discussions with Skyport and the
Bermuda Civil Aviation Authority on the minimum duty
strength requirements at the airport.”

Question, Mr. Speaker: Is the Government
confident that the results of that report will be accept-
ed by both parties?

The Speaker: Minister.

Hon. Michael A. Weeks: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The answer, the simple answer, is yes.

The Speaker: Supplementary?

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Supplementary, Mr.
Speaker?

The Speaker: We will take your supplementary, yes.
SUPPLEMENTARY

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes.

Minister, when you were negotiating the con-
struction of the new airport, what was the outline of
the Fire Service and whether or not we were going to
have the number of qualified people that we should
have?

The Speaker: Minister.

Hon. Michael A. Weeks: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Thank you for that question, MP.

From my understanding, when the negotia-
tions were going on in reference to the building of the

airport, the Fire Service was overlooked as to their
minimum duty strength.

The Speaker: Okay.
Supplementary, anyone?
No supplementary?

Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes, | have a supplementary.
Good morning, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Yes, yes.
SUPPLEMENTARY

Ms. Susan E. Jackson: | am just curious. What nego-
tiations was MP De Silva from constituency 29 talking
about?

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: You can’t ask me a ques-
tion.

[Inaudible interjections and laughter]
The Speaker: The question—
[Laughter]

Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Well, then | can direct it to
the Minister; it does not matter.

The Speaker: Yes. Direct all questions to a Minister
or a Member of Cabinet rather than a backbencher.

Ms. Susan E. Jackson: So | would like to ask the
Minister, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Yes.

Ms. Susan E. Jackson: If he might be able to give us
some information around what negotiations they are
talking about.

The Speaker: Thank you.
Minister.

Hon. Michael A. Weeks: Mr. Speaker, unfortunately, |
cannot answer for someone else.

[Inaudible interjection]

The Speaker: Hold up, hold up.

| think that you did answer the first question
that was put by Member De Silva, which means you
exposed yourself to now have to answer the second
question. Had you said that reply that you are giving
now, had you given that reply to Member De Silva,
you would be clear. But because of the fact that you
responded to the Member’s question first, you now
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have to continue responding because you set yourself
up to respond.

Hon. Michael A. Weeks: No problem at all, Mr.
Speaker, no problem at all.
Would you ask that question again?

Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes, Mr. Speaker.

| would like to ask the Minister if he could
please let us know what negotiations they are refer-
ring to.

The Speaker: Okay.
Minister.

Hon. Michael A. Weeks: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
It would be negotiations to building the new
airport under a former Government.

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Supplementary, Mr.
Speaker.

[Laughter]
The Speaker: Supplementary.
SUPPLEMENTARY

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you.
Minister Weeks, can you tell us who was the
Minister at the time?

The Speaker: Minister.

Hon. Michael A. Weeks: Mr. Speaker, if memory
serves me right, | cannot tell you who the Minister
was. | could tell you that Minister was under the OBA
Government.

The Speaker: Thank you.
Supplementary?
No supplementaries.
Any additional questions?

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, Mr. Speaker. Now
that the mischief has ended, let me get back to busi-
ness here.

[Laughter]

The Speaker: This is your second question, so we will
get there.

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: The Honourable Member
on the other side had some good breakfast this morn-
ing. He is full of himself, but the lunch will probably
calm him down.

The Speaker: Well, we can just stick to the questions,
put the question, put the question.

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Excuse me. | had milk with
my breakfast, too. Cheerios and Dunkley’s milk.

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Good healthy breakfast.
The Speaker: No problem.

[Laughter]

QUESTION 2: AIRPORT FIRE RESCUE SERVICES

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, my second
question is, the Honourable Minister at the bottom of
page 3 says, “the cost of this surge in 35 firefighters
through to the end of March is anticipated to be ap-
proximately $2.75 million.”

Mr. Speaker, the question to the Honourable
Minister: Does the Honourable Minister anticipate that
there will be a need for further interim firefighters past
March 20237

The Speaker: Minister.

Hon. Michael A. Weeks: Mr. Speaker, as | had inti-
mated on, | think it is page 4 (I am not sure which one
it is), we are still in the process of looking at options.
And once we have determined how many firefighters
are needed for duty strength, then we would know
exactly what we are doing going forward. Hence, this
is why the contract is only until March 2023.

The Speaker: Supplementary?
SUPPLEMENTARIES

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, supplementary, Mr.
Speaker.

Will the Bermuda Fire [and] Rescue Service
and the Ministry of National Security require a sup-
plementary estimate to cover this funding?

The Speaker: Minister.

Hon. Michael A. Weeks: Yes, Mr. Speaker, it was a
situation that was not anticipated. So yes, we would
probably need a supplementary.

The Speaker: Supplementary?

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, Mr. Speaker, sup-
plementary, my last supplementary on this question.

The Speaker: Yes.
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: The Minister in referring to

the benefit package says that the package for the
overseas firefighters includes “return flights, housing
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and a base monthly fee paid in arrears.” Could the
Honourable Minister please state if the overseas fire-
fighters are provided free housing?

The Speaker: Minister.

Hon. Michael A. Weeks: Yes, Mr. Speaker, that is a
part of the package.

The Speaker: Okay.
You used your supplementaries. This should
be your third question.

QUESTION 3: AIRPORT FIRE RESCUE SERVICES

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Third question. Third
question, and there is time in this, Mr. Speaker.

Third question, Mr. Speaker: The Minister
goes on to say that in the benefit package for local
firefighters, they have the benefit of full-time employ-
ment, annual leave and sick leave. It insinuates that
the interim firefighters do not have that. Can the Minis-
ter please answer yes or no if the overseas firefighters
are provided health insurance and sick leave?

The Speaker: Minister.
Hon. Michael A. Weeks: No.
The Speaker: Supplementary?

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Supplementary to the
question, Mr. Speaker, in terms of manpower.

The Speaker: Yes.
SUPPLEMENTARIES

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: The Honourable Minister
said that there were 11 local persons being hired from
November to train. And it is anticipated that their train-
ing will be completed by March 2023. Does the Hon-
ourable Minister have any plans for another recruit-
ment drive to hire additional firefighters?

Hon. Michael A. Weeks: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The answer is yes.

The Speaker: All right.
Supplementary?

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: My last supplementary,
Mr. Speaker, yes.

At the current time, Mr. Speaker, can the
Honourable Minister please inform this Honourable
House how far below manpower levels the Bermuda
Fire [and] Rescue Service is at this time?

The Speaker: Minister.

Hon. Michael A. Weeks: | think | answered that earli-
er, Mr. Speaker. Right now the exact number that we
are under-manned has not been determined. But once
that exact number is determined, | will bring it to this
Honourable House.

The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you.

That brings to a close that questioning be-
cause you used all three of your questions. And actu-
ally it brings us to a close of the Members who had
indicated that they had questions for Statements to-
day. Thank you, Members for your—

Mr. Jarion Richardson: Mr. Speaker, | had raised a
question.

The Speaker: Oh, yes, | forgot. | had forgotten you
had come up. We were discussing something else at
the time and | did not put it down. Yes.

QUESTION 1: INITIATIVES TO PROMOTE AND
SUPPORT YOUTH EMPLOYMENT

Mr. Jarion Richardson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Good morning, Mr. Speaker. Good morning, honoura-
ble colleagues and to the listening public.

My question relates to the Minister’'s State-
ment wherein on page 3, the final paragraph, the
Honourable Minister said, “The Department of Work-
force Development is engaging with private sector
employers to expand apprenticeships and register
their apprenticeship opportunities with the Depart-
ment.” My question is, Would the Honourable Minister
be able to speak to or explain the nature of the en-
gagement with private sector employers?

The Speaker: Minister.

Hon. Jason Hayward: Apprenticeships are generally
given on the supply and demand. So potential appren-
tices will state their area of interest. And in order to
find those individuals placements, most times we have
to do engagement with employers to determine
whether or not they have the capacity and the capabil-
ity of taking on those apprentices. So that is the na-
ture of the dialogue that happens with the private sec-
tor entities.

The Speaker: Supplementary?

Mr. Jarion Richardson: Supplementary, thank you,
Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Yes.

SUPPLEMENTARY
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Mr. Jarion Richardson: How many apprenticeships
or new apprenticeships have been brought about due
to this expansion of this new project? Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

The Speaker: Minister.

Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, | do not have the
complete number, and | will endeavour to get that
back to the Minister. But | will speak of one success
story.

The Speaker: Go ahead.

Hon. Jason Hayward: We did have a number of ap-
prenticeships within BELCO. And when BELCO in-
creased to a record number of apprentices, the De-
partment of Workforce Development took on signifi-
cant commitments. So 13 of those individuals re-
ceived partial funding from the Department of Work-
force Development at a total of $9,000 per person. So
that is the level of commitment that this Government is
placing in training and developing our young persons.

[Desk thumping]

The Speaker: Thank you.
Supplementary?

Mr. Jarion Richardson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Second question?

The Speaker: Second question, okay.

QUESTION 2: INITIATIVES TO PROMOTE AND
SUPPORT YOUTH EMPLOYMENT

Mr. Jarion Richardson: Yes.

The Honourable Minister spoke to the work of
the Labour Market Review Working Group on page 4
of his Statement, second paragraph. And would the
Honourable Minister be able to explain to this Hon-
ourable House what the nature of that work was over
the four months since the release of the Youth Em-
ployment Strategy?

Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, the work of the
working group is highlighted in the Statement. The
primary aim of the working group was to review labour
market information, ensure that it is dissected so that
it can be distributed in a digestible manner so that our
young persons’ career, guidance counsellors, educa-
tors and parents can clearly understand where oppor-
tunities lie, can understand career pathways, can un-
derstand what are the entry-level jobs to get some-
body to their primary desired occupational category.
And that information will be disseminated via
social media, at career fairs, within Penflip format and
all sorts of ways so that we can get that information

into the households of our residents so that they make
informed and knowledgeable decisions about their
career path.

The Speaker: Thank you.
Supplementary?

Mr. Jarion Richardson: No, thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Third question.

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: | have a supplementary,
Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Okay. Supplementary?
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes.
[Inaudible interjections and laughter]

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Do not believe that! Do not
believe that for a moment.

The Speaker: Speak to the Chair! Speak to the Chair,
Members. Bring it this way.

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Not for a moment! | am
enjoying life to the fullest.

[Inaudible interjections]

The Speaker: No, no. Speak this way.

[Inaudible interjection and laughter]

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: | thank you for that, former
Premier Dunkley. Thank you for that. | am trying to get
back in Cabinet like you are trying to get back in lead-

ership.

The Speaker: Member, let us have your question. Let
us have your question.

[Laughter]

[Desk thumping]

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Oh, we know you are fin-

ished. Trust me. We know you are finished. And they

know you are finished, too.

The Speaker: Question, question.

SUPPLEMENTARY

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

But, Minister, Minister, obviously this initiative

is a very successful one. When all of these apprentic-
es become full-time employees do you anticipate to
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increase or at least continue on with this very suc-
cessful programme for the people of this country?

The Speaker: Minister.

Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, the answer is
yes. The Ministry will be having discussions within
Cabinet in terms of extended funding so that we can
provide more funding for youth employment initiatives
for the people of this country.

The Speaker: Thank you.
MP Richardson, do you have a third question?
What was it, your third question now? Yes.

QUESTION 3: INITIATIVES TO PROMOTE AND
SUPPORT YOUTH EMPLOYMENT

Mr. Jarion Richardson: Third question. Yes. Thank
you, Mr. Speaker.

My third question relates to [this]: The Hon-
ourable Minister in his Statement has updated us on
three of the nine goals in the Youth Employment
Strategy. Could he give us a progress report on the
other five goals?

An Hon. Member: Six goals.
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Six, thank you.

Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, this Statement
pertains to the work that we are doing over the next
quarter. And so while movement is happening in the
other places, this will be our area of focus. Certainly
by having focused on a number of goals within a cer-
tain time period, it means that we are moving forward
in a strategic way. And so this is part of our strategic
plan as to how we are moving forward, and those are
the areas of focus over the next three months.

The Speaker: Thank you.
Supplementary?

Mr. Jarion Richardson: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er.

The Speaker: Yes.

SUPPLEMENTARY
Mr. Jarion Richardson: When will the Honourable
Minister inform or update this Honourable House on
the other six goals?
The Speaker: Minister.
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, | endeavour to

give quarterly updates as to the initiatives that will be
undertaken in those relevant quarters.

The Speaker: Thank you.
Further supplementary?
No?

Mr. Jarion Richardson: No further supplementary.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you.

Members, thank you for your contribution this
morning in the question-and-answer period. This now
brings us to the close of that period on our Order Pa-
per.

We now move on.

CONGRATULATORY AND/OR
OBITUARY SPEECHES

The Speaker: Would any Member like to make a con-
tribution?

Premier.

The clock is on. | just remind Members of the
clock.

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you. Thank you very
much, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of all of my honourable
colleagues, and certainly | will associate this entire
House if | may. We would certainly be saddened of
the death of former Senator, Mr. Raymond Tannock,
as he was family to us in the Bermuda Progressive
Labour Party. Mr. Tannock excelled as a well-known
businessman and family man while remaining a party
stalwart and supporter. His standing amongst the
community influenced the leadership to approach him
to run in the 2003 general election. He became the
PLP candidate for constituency 30—

The Speaker: Mr. Premier. Premier. | have to remind
you that you can refer to notes rather than read notes.

Hon. E. David Burt: Oh. My apologies, sir.
The Speaker: Thank you.

Hon. E. David Burt: Even for this?

The Speaker: Yes.

Hon. E. David Burt: Oh, my.

The Speaker: Yes. You refer to notes.

Hon. E. David Burt: That is going to be tough.
The Speaker: You refer to notes.

Hon. E. David Burt: | am out of practice.

The Speaker: Yes.
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Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much.

He became the PLP candidate for constituen-
cy 30, Southampton, each schedule, and ran a spirit-
ed campaign. Certainly, Mr. Speaker, although miss-
ing success by just a few votes, Members were proud
of his performance. And following that election, he
served in the other place from 2003 until 2006. Even
beyond the years after his appointment he served as
an active and vocal supporter and could always be
counted on for advice and counsel.

Mr. Speaker, you can tell the measure of a
man and how much he was respected in the commu-
nity by the outpouring at his homegoing service, which
was attended by a wide cross section of the communi-
ty. And he was certainly given tribute for his service by
the Honourable Deputy Premier.

And certainly, Mr. Speaker, our prayers re-
main with his daughter, Barbara; his sons Raymond
and Christopher; and their family. And certainly a man
who lived a life well lived.

If | may, Mr. Speaker, | would also like to ask
this Honourable House to send a letter of condolences
to the family of one of my constituents, but also one of
Bermuda’s centenarians who passed recently, Ms.
Cleve Delmeige Davis, better known as “Cleo.” Peo-
ple would know her as a long-time employee of the
Spot Restaurant [& Bar]. And certainly, as she was a
centenarian, | ask that we associate all Members of
this Honourable House. She did work at Spot for 68
years. That is how long she worked at that establish-
ment, Mr. Speaker.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, what | would like to do is
also to, if I may, extend the condolences to the family
of my constituent, Mr. Ranville Wilford Thomas, Sr. He
passed away recently in his 8o™ year. And certainly
our thoughts remain with his family, Florence, Rohan,
Norris, Shawn and David; and his grandchildren.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you, Premier.

Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution?

MP Caines, you have your three minutes.

Mr. Wayne Caines: If it pleases you, Mr. Speaker.
The Speaker: Yes.

Mr. Wayne Caines: Mr. Speaker, | would like to offer
congratulations to our helping services, to the EMO
[Emergency Measures Organisation] that was led by
Minister Michael Weeks. As you know, last week he
went through a—

Can you hear me, Mr. Speaker?

The Speaker: | can hear you. | had to take a second
look because | know you have got a twin, and you
look a little different this morning.

Mr. Wayne Caines: Yes, sir.

The Speaker: | had to make sure it was the right
brother, you know.

[Laughter]
The Speaker: Go ahead. Continue on.

Mr. Wayne Caines: Yes, Mr. Speaker.

Thanks to the EMO for the work that they and
the emergency services have done through the storm.
Mr. Speaker, obviously | would like to declare my in-
terest for the staff at BELCO. Mr. Speaker, you know
that we have just over 235 members. At the zenith of
the storm, Mr. Speaker, there were just over 29,000
BELCO customers who were without electricity. And
through the leadership of the incident commander, Mr.
Nadir Wade, that team and the BELCO workers were
able to get each and every one of those households
back on in record time. The opportunity was asked for
a team to work together, but Bermudians in general,
as you know, Mr. Speaker, we work together on a
storm. And | would like to acknowledge all of our
emergency services and the BELCO staff for making
sure that Bermuda made it through the storm togeth-
er.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you.

Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution?

Deputy Premier, you have your three minutes.

Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you very much, Mr.
Speaker.

| would like to pass on condolences to the
family of Ms. Mildred Hodgson, a constituent of mine
who recently passed away. Certainly, those of us in
the North Shore community, our hearts are with the
family. Associating MP for constituency 16, Minister
Michael Weeks.

An Hon. Member: Speak up.
Another Hon. Member: Who is this?

Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mildred Hodgson. And | am
associating Minister Michael Weeks. And other Mem-
bers of the House, Minister Wayne Furbert, as well
with this particular condolence.

I would like to also, on a happier note, bring a
measure of congratulations to the Heard AME Church
on the Glebe Road, which celebrated their 114" anni-
versary recently, Mr. Speaker. | was in attendance,
but also was Minister Michael Weeks, and also Minis-
ter David Burch. So we there joined them under the
leadership of Rev. Ralph Trott, and also heard a won-
derful presentation from a presiding elder of the AME
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Church, Howard Dill. Thank you very much, Mr.
Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you, Member.

Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time?

MP from constituency 28, MP Lister. You
were up just a while ago.

Mr. Dennis Lister lll: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The Speaker: Go ahead.

Mr. Dennis Lister lll: Good morning to the House and
to the listening public.

The Speaker: Good morning.

Mr. Dennis Lister lll: Mr. Speaker, | would first like to
associate myself with the comments by the Premier to
Mr. Raymond Tannock and also MP Caines’s [com-
ments] to the BELCO staff.

| just want to add congratulations also, Mr.
Speaker. | know it has been a while—two months as a
matter of fact—since Cup Match. And we have not
been in the House. And | would like to just send con-
gratulations to the victorious Somerset Cup Match
team for winning Cup Match again—

[Loud desk thumping!]

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, | would like
to be associated, please.

Mr. Dennis Lister lll: So | would like to associate the
whole House, Mr. Speaker.
Thank you for that time, Mr. Speaker.

[Inaudible interjections]

The Speaker: Member, there was a lot of echoing
going on at the time. | understand that all of the St.
George’s folks wanted to be a part of that congratula-
tions as well? Thank you.

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Absolutely!

The Speaker: Thank you. We'll include all the St.
George’s folks with everyone else on that one.

Minister Weeks, | see you on your feet. You
have your three minutes.

Hon. Michael A. Weeks: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I would like to start on a positive note and
want to be associated with the reminder of the Heard
Chapel in their 114" anniversary. It was a good occa-
sion. | was there with the Deputy Premier and the Min-
ister of Public Works. And we had a good time. It was

a joyous occasion with a lot of celebration and the
like.

Mr. Speaker, | would also like to be associat-
ed with the remarks by MP Caines. | want to take my
hat off to the EMO staff. | do not want to call them in-
dividually because | do not want to miss any of them.
But the EMO organisation are very in tune with pre-
paring for anything that may happen—i.e., like the
hurricanes. And they go over and beyond. And | can-
not say enough about them. | take my hat off to all of
the EMO staff.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to end on a sombre
note. | would like the House to extend condolences to
the family and friends of a 16-year-old, Kanye Ford.
Mr. Speaker, | would like to associate the whole
House with this.

The Speaker: Yes.

Hon. Michael A. Weeks: He tragically lost his life a
few weekends ago in an altercation at Horseshoe
Bay. It is saddening, Mr. Speaker, to lose any life in
our community due to a senseless act. But the loss of
such a young life—there is a special pain and sorrow.
Mr. Speaker, my heart goes out to his family, his
mother, his father, his sisters, his friends, everybody. |
was at the funeral with a couple of other Members.
And it was heart-wrenching to see so many young
people up there crying and the like.

So, Mr. Speaker, at this time | just want to
send out prayers to the community, send out prayers
to our country that we have to get on top of this thing
to reverse the situation that we find our country in.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister.

Does any other Member [have a comment]?

| recognise the Opposition Leader. You have
your three minutes.

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

| would like to send congratulatory remarks to
the organisers of the new Bermuda Maritime Acade-
my. | saw this in today’s newspaper, and | was very
moved by it because | think it was overdue, and there
are opportunities for young people. | have a nephew
who is in the industry who is doing great things in
shipping in regard to freighters and ferries overseas.
So | would like, on behalf of the House, to send my
congratulatory remarks to the organisers of the Ber-
muda Maritime [Academy].

| would like to also send congratulations to
Roydell Neverson. She was appointed as Director of
Operations at the Hamilton Princess. | think this is a
first as far as an international organisation in tourism
where we have a Bermudian as “number two.” So she
has served her time. She epitomises tourism in Ber-
muda. And it is well, well deserved.
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The Speaker: The House needs to be associated.

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: And on behalf of the
House—

The Speaker: The whole House.

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: —I| would like to associate
all of the Members of the House on her recent ap-
pointment. And | wish her continued success in the
future.

| would like to associate myself with the com-
ments made in regard to the EMO staff, the Regiment,
and so on and so forth because they have done a
sterling job with the hurricane.

I would like to also associate myself with the
[comments regarding] the death of Senator Raymond
Tannock. He was always the consummate gentleman.
And irrespective of what side of the fence you are on,
he embraced you, welcomed you, listened to you and
engaged with you in a manner that only he could do.
So condolences to Barbara, Raymond and Chris.

| would like to send condolences to the family
of one of my constituents, Gilbert Amaral, a jovial per-
son. Condolences to Donna, his wife; his children,
Elizabeth, Teresa and (I think) [Tanyal].

| think that is it for me. Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er.

The Speaker: Thank you.
| recognise the Honourable Minister from St.
George’s to get up to, | guess, support the congratula-
tions for Somerset. But | will leave that for her to do.
MP Ming, you have your three minutes.

Mrs. Renee Ming: Good morning, Mr. Speaker, and
listening audience.

The Speaker: Good morning, MP Ming.

Mrs. Renee Ming: If there are any comments | do not
want to be associated with, it will be those ones.

[Laughter]

Mrs. Renee Ming: But you know, | wish your team all
the best.

The Speaker: We know you have a good spirit. We
know you have a good spirit.

Mrs. Renee Ming: It is what it is. There was going to
be a winner. There was going to be a loser. And it just
was not the outcome that | had hoped and prayed for.
But, Mr. Speaker, | rise this morning because
| would first of all like to be associated with the com-
ments for Roydell Neverson. | know she has worked
in hospitality for years. And it is, | am sure, a major

accomplishment for her to find herself in the second
position.

| would also like to acknowledge and congrat-
ulate Dionne Morrison-Shakir on being appointed the
Accountant General. It is further confirmation, Mr.
Speaker, that not just locally in Bermuda, but globally
we see women stepping up and putting themselves in
leadership.

Another congratulations, Mr. Speaker, is for
the seafood festival that was held in St. George’s a
few weeks ago. Many of you would have heard that it
was truly over-subscribed probably by 400 per cent.
There was an estimate of approximately 600 to 800
guests, and they went over 4,000. So a great event
and collaboration between the BTA [Bermuda Tourism
Authority] and the Corporation of St. George’s. And a
hearty thank-you to the Bermuda community for com-
ing out and supporting something that we hope will
become an annual event.

The Speaker: Are you finished, Member? Thank you.
MP Tyrrell, you have your three minutes.

Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and
good morning, colleagues.

The Speaker: Good morning.

Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: Or good afternoon, colleagues.

First let me associate with the remarks on the
passing of Raymond Tannock. Mr. Tannock and | sat
in the other place for a number of years under a dif-
ferent—

[Inaudible interjection]

Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: He sure did. And | appreciated
his counsel, certainly.

But, Mr. Speaker, | certainly rise in a sad way
to ask if this House can send condolences to the fol-
lowing families in my constituency in Warwick who
[have loved ones] who passed recently. The first one
was—to the Albuoy family on the passing of their
mother, Maybelle, known as “May” Albuoy. She
passed in her 92™ year after a bit of a struggle. So |
certainly send my personal condolences to her sons,
Anthony and Derek; and daughters Laverne, Alanda
and Deborah.

The next family | ask if condolences could be
sent to is the family of the late Mary Williams. Ms. Wil-
liams was formerly of Whaleview Lane, but latterly
went to a care home [before] her passing. She was in
her 107" year. So she obviously lived a long life.

The Speaker: The Opposition Leader will be associ-
ated.

Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: Yes, | associate the Opposition
Leader.
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My condolences to her sons, Lloyd and Mi- and make people smile. So just want to have a letter
chael. of condolence sent on his behalf.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, if | could ask that condo-
lences be sent to the family of the late Frederina Dar-
rell. Frederina was not one of my constituents, but her
family, headed by Heather Darrell, lived in Carver
Heights in my constituency. And Frederina was very
close to the family, and | am sure she will be missed.
So | ask that condolences be sent to her friends and
family. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you, MP.

Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution?

MP Jackson, you have the floor.

Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

| would just like to send condolences to the
family and friends of Michael Wagner. He was some-
one whom | had just met recently, so | do not have a
long history. And there is association around the
House, and | would like to include Members.

The Speaker: Yes.

Ms. Susan E. Jackson: | met him more recently, and
he was a constituent who was living in a wheelchair
after an accident earlier in life. And | certainly enjoyed
my visits with him. He was such an affable, friendly
and considerate young man. He was a peer, my age.
But | did also find out later on that he had lived such a
fulsome life. He was a counsellor at Whitney Institute.
He was a very active member at Young Life, which
was a Christian-based social organisation for young
people. Mr. Wagner also had an opportunity to do
some schooling in the Azores, and he also worked
down in St. Croix. So | would like to celebrate all of
the fulsomeness of his life. But it is a very sad time,
and we will miss him very much. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

The Speaker: Any other—
| recognise the Minister of Transport.
Minister, you have your three minutes.

Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

| rise to ask this House to send a letter of
condolence to Mr. Marcus Wilson, who was tragically
taken from us earlier this month. | will associate his
neighbour, Cole Simons. Mr. Wilson and [, | would not
say we were the closest of friends, but we had a
friendship where | would go around and visit. And
what we had in common was motorbikes and racing.
So he liked to fish, a much better fisher than | was.
But also we had the bikes in common. And with his
signature colour of gun-metal grey for his bikes, you
always knew when it was him. But he will be missed.
He was a good character, loved to have a good laugh

The Speaker: Thank you.

Any other Member?

| recognise the Opposition Whip. You have
your three minutes.

Mr. Jarion Richardson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

| wanted to associate myself with the com-
ments made by the Honourable Member Caines as it
relates to the EMO, but most especially as it relates to
the services and forces that worked during the hurri-
cane and helped us recover from it. Getting through a
hurricane, Mr. Speaker, is by no means automatic,
and it is not a default. It requires a considerable
amount of dedication from a number of people, includ-
ing those in the planning staff, but most especially
those young men and women who pack up their ruck-
sacks as the hurricane is barrelling down toward us
and head up to camp, to Prospect, to the fire stations
to forward deploy and get ready.

Because what they have to do over the next
24 to 48 hours is not easy. It is tremendously difficult.
And | am always mindful that they leave behind their
loved ones in the house, and they are not entirely sure
what they are going to find when they get back. So to
them | give thanks for their tremendous service.

The Speaker: Thank you.

Does any other—

The MP Foggo is jumping up and down quite
a bit.

| have a clear view of you now. | missed you
the first time. Go right ahead, MP.

Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to give brief condo-
lences to the Richardson family in St. David’s for the
loss of Ms. Darlene Richardson. | believe an aunt to
the Member who sits—I| forget your constituency
number—Jarion Richardson. And the matriarch of
former Senator Curtis Richardson. So | just would like
acknowledgement in the House for her loss.

Mr. William Bassett from St. George’s, | would
like to associate the Member from constituency 1 with
those condolences. And with the Swan family from
Sofar Lane in St. David’s, Swan-Simons’ family. They
lost their mother as well.

But | think the House has to recognise con-
gratulatory remarks for the great T20 St. George’s
cricket team, who won the league.

[Desk thumping]
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: So | would like the House to

understand that we are still heroes in the East! | am
talking about St. George’s at this point in time.
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[Inaudible interjections and laughter]

Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes. St. George’s and St. Da-
vid’s are cousins, all right? And there are St. David’s
people who sit on the St. George’s team. And so |
know that St. George's, St. David’s are very happy
with the win.

[Laughter]

Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Anyway, thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member.
The Minister of Education, you have your
three minutes.

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Just to begin on a sombre note and send
condolences to the family of Ms. Frances Rogers, one
of my constituents who stayed in Alexandra Court. It
was always a pleasure to go visit these elders who
stayed up there. As a matter of fact, they had a group
who called themselves the Golden Girls. | am sure
Sandra, Beverly and Doreen are surely missing their
friend, Frances, from up there.

Also, Mr. Speaker, and out of total surprise
from the Somerset contingent, | would like condolenc-
es sent to the family of Miriam Dickenson, who did
pass in her 105" year. She was a well-known educa-
tor from the West End.

The Speaker: Yes. Yes.

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: [She] was also married to
my daughter’s great-grandfather, Bishop Norris Dick-
enson. So | would like condolences sent to the family,
and of course associate anyone else who wants to be
associated with that.

The Speaker: She came from a family of educators in
the West.

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Speaker, | would also
like to be associated with the comments on the sea-
food fest in St. George’s, and also add to the acco-
lades that have been given out to A-Rose Affair, who
were the people who organised that function that was
made up out of Ambiance Bermuda and Rose of Sha-
ron, again two dynamic women who run organisations
that put together a very, very good event there.

And although it was missed by my colleague
who spoke before me, | would like to send congratula-
tions to the Bailey’s Bay Cricket Team—

[Desk thumping]

An Hon. Member: Hear, hear!

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: —who are the winners who
defeated the St. David’'s Island Warriors in the last
game, Mr. Speaker. But those of us who are not famil-
iar with that because we are all Cup-Match oriented
here, the Eastern Counties Association has been in
effect since 1904, the second-oldest competition to
Cup Match, which started in 1902, of course, involving
(and | do not see cousin here) Tucker's Town Cricket
Club versus St. David’s Cricket Club.

[Inaudible interjection and laughter]

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Yes. | will associate the
Opposition Leader because he does hail from actually
right across the street from the field where we prac-
tice.

And, Mr. Speaker, in my last 50 seconds |
would like to send a hearty congratulations to every-
one who was involved in the opening of the signature
schools at the Berkeley Institute and CedarBridge
Academy this year. It has been a work in progress.
Thirty months have gone into the work needed to
open those signature schools, and our students are
much better off for that. We have our S1 students en-
tering into programmes where they will be exposed to
things such as trades and business services, STEM,
financial services, and health and social services sig-
nature programmes this year, Mr. Speaker.

So my hat goes off to all of the persons who
have contributed over the last 30 months. We are talk-
ing about 500-plus people who have given their per-
sonal time in order to make this happen. Thank you.

[Timer chimes]

The Speaker: You are the first one to get a buzzer
today, Minister. Look at that.
MP De Silva.

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, | have to associate myself with
the condolences for the Tannock family. As many will
know, Raymond ran in constituency 30, the election
before | actually won the seat. And | spent a lot of time
with Raymond. | actually knew him before politics. But
obviously, | was very honoured to have him canvass
with me many nights around Southampton prior to my
victory in 2007. So my condolences certainly go out to
Barbara and the rest of the family, and he will be sore-
ly missed, | am sure, by many people in Bermuda
from many—Iet us just say from a wide cross section
of people as well.

Mr. Speaker, while | am on my feet, | would
like to send congratulations to Ms. Eunice Pitt, who is
currently in hospital, but she turns 100 on Sunday.
And she is the aunt of my chairman, Mr. Sean Sy-
mons. Hopefully, she will recover from hospital well
and maybe go on to break Bermuda’s record for old
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age. So | certainly wish her a happy birthday on Sun-
day.

And whilst | am on my feet, Mr. Speaker, |
would like to congratulate Mr. Cannonier, Ire Can-
nonier, that is. | do not want Craig to think | am com-
ing for him. But Ire Cannonier.

[Laughter]

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Now you will understand,
and the reason | congratulate him, Mr. Speaker, is
because he was on the St. George’s team that MP
Foggo was so proud to announce had won the
league. The good news is, Mr. Speaker, for young
Cannonier is that there is still space for him if he
wants to come up and play for Somerset.

[Laughter]
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Never!

The Speaker: | see you concluded on that note.
MP Famous, you have your three minutes.

Mr. Christopher Famous: Good morning, Mr.
Speaker. Good morning, Bermuda.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to start off with con-
dolences for one of my dear constituents, Ms. Zoleta
Smith, nee Thompson.

The Speaker: Yes, that was my comment, yes. Go
ahead.

Mr. Christopher Famous: | assume the whole House
will associate with that.

The Speaker: Yes, yes.

Mr. Christopher Famous: | also want to give condo-
lences for another Devonshire resident. He actually
lived in constituency 13, Mr. Jahi Butterfield of Alex-
ander Road.

| associate myself with my brothers at
BELCO. For 30 years we ensure—more than 30
years, but every hurricane we are there.

Mr. Speaker, the next name you may know,
and | think MP Jackson would know (but she is not
here), our brother in the Cayman Islands. Minister
Kenneth Bryan has now been elected as the Presi-
dent of the Caribbean Tourism Organisation. He
promises to fulfil his promise to come here and visit
us.

The Speaker: It has been a while since he made that
promise to us, you know. But go ahead.

Mr. Christopher Famous: Yes. Well, | just thought |
would mention it.

The Speaker: All right.

Mr. Christopher Famous: | have got it on record
now.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to associate myself
also with Mr. Ire Cannonier, future St. George’s cricket
Cup Match player, Berkeleyite, wrong house, but good
team.

The Speaker: The only house.

Mr. Christopher Famous: And, Mr. Speaker, 125
years ago on this same street, Court Street, there was
a gathering of 27 students a little further north at a
place called Samaritan’s Lodge. That is where the
birth of the Berkeley Institute started, Mr. Speaker. So
from humble beginnings on Court Street, down onto
St. John’s Road and now at a sprawling campus,
Berkeleyites have been producing leaders for the last
125 years. | repeat: leaders, not followers, Mr. Speak-
er.

The Speaker: | am waiting for your congratulatory
remarks. Who are you congratulating, though? Or
condolences? Or condolences?

Mr. Christopher Famous: | am congratulating Berke-
leyites, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Okay.

Mr. Christopher Famous: There are so many in this
House on both sides of the fence.

An Hon. Member: You need to be watching the clock.

Mr. Christopher Famous: Yes, | am watching the
clock.

But most important, Mr. Speaker, Berkeleyites
and Gold House, Respice Finem, Mr. Speaker. Have
a great day.

The Speaker: No, you lost us when you said “Gold
House.”
MP Cannonier.

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, thank you.
The Speaker: You have your three minutes.

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I would like to be associated also with the be-
reavement and condolences to the Tannock family. |
had the opportunity of getting to know him many years
ago in the fuel industry when he was a senior at it and
quite frankly taught me the ropes in the industry. He
was a leader at the time when | came in. And his in-
sight was invaluable to the fuel industry and what is
going on. So we have had many, many, many mo-
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ments together just the two of us. So again, | add my
condolences to the family.

Also, | would like to add my condolences to
the Smith family. Zoleta and | were very, very good
friends. In fact, she purchased Little Tyke Service, a
company that | had many moons ago and started. She
was the one who took it on to make it even larger. So
she and her husband at the time, we were very close
in the industry of transporting kids to school. So again,
a tremendous loss. What a beautiful, beautiful tem-
perament she had.

The Speaker: Yes.

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: And so, to Terry and the
kids, my condolences to them as they continue on to
grieve.

I would like to, as far as congratulations are
concerned, thank Ire for carrying on the Cannonier
name.

[Laughter]

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: The Cannoniers have been
known for cricket, including myself as opening bowler
for St. David’s.

[Inaudible interjections and laughter]

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Oh, yes. Oh, yes. | would
have clean-bowled you any day. Yes.

[Laughter]

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: | do not think you would
have seen the ball.

[Laughter]

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: But also, on a more serious
note, | would like to thank Cambridge Beaches. | had
the opportunity with the Opposition Leader and Minis-
ter Rabain, | include him and | saw him come up as
well. We did pass in the House, as you know, Mr.
Speaker, the allowance for them to be able to get
concessions to make some expansions and improve-
ments. And, my goodness, it was beautiful! | did see
and | just want to acknowledge the Minister of Tour-
ism as well. | did see him there as the Opposition
[Leader] and myself walked through the improvements
that they have made there. | really, really like that
property up there. It is beautiful, beautiful, beautiful.

Then also | would like to congratulate BELCO
and its leadership. | know that one of our esteemed
Members in the House during the aftermath of the
hurricane. You could see nothing but BELCO trucks
back and forth.

[Timer chimes]

The Speaker: | think that buzzer is for you, Honoura-
ble Member.

Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution?

| think this could take us to lunch after that.

MP.

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, associating myself with the con-
dolences and the congratulations already. | want to
end this on a lighter note and to send congratulations
and happy birthday to our world champion, Flora
Duffy, who celebrates her 35" birthday today.

[Desk thumping]

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: And while | do that, | hope
Honourable Members still clap on the next one. |
would like to send congratulations to a future world
champion in something, to my grandson, Chase Bai-
ley, who celebrates his birthday today.

[Desk thumping and cheers]

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: As long as he does not
have your talent, he will be just fine.

[Laughter]

The Speaker: Ah, Member, Member, Member.

Thank you, Members. It looks like no other
Members are rising to make a contribution.

Oh! Before you do that, Premier, | am going to
just add a couple of comments to the condolences,
mainly to where we started this morning when we had
the moment of silence for a former Member. | just
think it is only fitting that we say a couple of remarks
in reference to that Member. Those who knew Mr.
Pearman knew that Mr. Pearman was really a friend
of the community. He was known for his undertaking
in business professionally, but he really was very
much involved in the community over his years. And if
| was to list the number of organisations that he had
been involved in in Somerset, we would be here for a
time longer. | will not name them all. But just to say he
was actually a founding member of—we are talking
cricket. He was a founding member of the Western
Counties Cricket Association. Many did not know that.

He taught at Sandys Secondary. He was a
member of the West End Sailboat Club and a former
commodore and sailed for them. He was the secretary
for them and secretary for the Somerset Cricket Club.
And | just picked those things as, you know, he was
very much involved in the community. He was a
Member of Parliament from 1980 to 1985. And there
was a young fellow who was actually his tenant who
ran against him and won the seat—myself. He was
my landlord where | had my business.
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[Inaudible interjections and laughter]

The Speaker: No, no. He was my landlord where |
had my business at the time.

[Inaudible interjection]

The Speaker: Yes, we continued a very good rela-
tionship that lasted many years. It speaks to the type
of man that he was; he didn’t hold that against me. In
fact, our friendship grew much more after that. | think
he was relieved to be out of here, to be honest, and to
pass that burden onto someone else.

But | just wanted—I have said a few remarks
for Mr. Pearman because he was a very nice gentle-
man to have known. And his loss is felt throughout our
community in Sandys.

Lastly, | would like just to be associated with
the remarks given to the Smith/Bailey/Thompson fami-
ly on the loss of Zoleta. We are actually cousins.
Much can be said on how she was really a warm per-
sonality who touched the lives of many whom she
came in contact with. She was a mother to many in
the business that she ran with transporting children
back and forth to school and the programmes that
came out of that. So my condolences are added to
what has been said to her husband, Terrence, who is
one of our immigration officers.

[Timer chimes]
The Speaker: And her children and her brother and
“Pilot Mario” Thompson.

With those few remarks, | am going to call on
the Premier to take the floor.

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Until
what time do you want us to adjourn until?

The Speaker: At two o’clock.
Hon. E. David Burt: Okay.

Mr. Speaker, | move this Honourable House
do now adjourn for lunch until 2:00 pm.
The Speaker: Any objections?

No.

The House now stands adjourned until
2:00 pm.
[Gavel]

Proceedings suspended at 12:38 pm

Proceedings resumed at 2:04 pm

[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair]

The Speaker: Good afternoon, Members. The House
is now back in session.

[Gavel]

The Speaker: Before we recessed, Members, we had
concluded the condolences and congratulatory re-
marks. We are now on Matters of Privilege.

MATTERS OF PRIVILEGE

The Speaker: There are none.

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS

The Speaker: There are none.

NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR THE
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE
ON MATTERS OF URGENT
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

The Speaker: There are none.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

The Speaker: | believe that Government has a few
Bills to introduce today.
Premier, | believe the first is in your name.

FIRST READING

PAYROLL TAX AMENDMENT
AND VALIDATION (NO. 2) ACT 2022

STAMP DUTIES AMENDMENT ACT 2022

CUSTOMS TARIFF AMENDMENT (NO. 3) ACT 2022

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, | am introducing the following
Bills for their first reading, so that they may be placed
on the Order Paper for the next day of meeting: Pay-
roll Tax Amendment and Validation (No. 2) Act 2022,
Stamp Duties Amendment Act 2022, and Customs
Tariff Amendment (No. 3) Act 2022.

The Speaker: Thank you.
Deputy Premier, | believe the next one is in
your name.

Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes. Good afternoon, Mr.
Speaker.

The Speaker: Good afternoon.
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FIRST READING
FUELS BILL 2022

Hon. Walter H. Roban: | am introducing the following
Bill for its first reading so that it may be placed on the
Order Paper for the next day of meeting: Fuels Bill
2022. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you.
Minister of Works.

FIRST READING

WEST END DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
AMENDMENT ACT 2022

Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker, | am in-
troducing the following Bill for its first reading so that it
may be placed on the Order Paper for the next day of
meeting: West End Development Corporation
Amendment Act 2022.

The Speaker: Thank you.
And the Minister of Social Development and
Seniors. Minister.

FIRST READING
PARISH COUNCILS AMENDMENT ACT 2022

Hon. Tinee Furbert: Mr. Speaker, | am introducing
the following Bill for its first reading so that it may be
placed on the Order Paper for the next day of meet-
ing: Parish Councils Amendment Act 2022.

The Speaker: Thank you.
Minister of Transport, | think you have the last
one.

FIRST READING
GARAGES LICENSING ACT 2022

Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes. Good afternoon, Mr.
Speaker.

| am introducing the following Bill which ac-
cording to section 36(3) of the Bermuda Constitution
requires the Governor’s recommendation so it may be
placed on the Order Paper for the next day of meet-
ing: Garages Licensing Act 2022.

The Speaker: Thank you.
OPPOSITION BILLS

The Speaker: There are none.

PRIVATE MEMBERS'’ BILLS

The Speaker: There are none.

NOTICE OF MOTION

The Speaker: There are none. We now move on.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

The Speaker: The first matter is the second reading
of the Customs Tariff Amendment (No. 2) Act 2022.
Premier.

Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, | move that the Bill
entitled the Customs Tariff Amendment (No. 2) Act
[2022] be now read for a second time.

The Speaker: Are there any objections?
[There are] none. Continue.

BILL
SECOND READING

CUSTOMS TARIFF AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2022

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr.
Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members are now
requested to give consideration to the Bill entitled the
Customs Tariff Amendment (No. 2) Act 2022.

Mr. Speaker, this Bill proposes to amend the
Customs Tariff Act 1970, the principal Act, with the
introduction of duty relief on fuels. It should be im-
portant to note, of course, Mr. Speaker, when this
matter was tabled in July, it was tabled under provi-
sions of the Provisional Collection of Revenue Act and
therefore is already in force unless this House does
turn it down.

Mr. Speaker, the measures in the Bill affect
the Fifth Schedule to the principal Act. Mr. Speaker in
the 2022/23 Budget Statement, this Government
promised relief now and more relief to come. And in
keeping with that promise, a relief package was intro-
duced in July to seek to provide working families di-
rect support during this period of global inflation,
which included the protection of the people of Bermu-
da from fuel prices. Mr. Speaker, in March 2022, as
one of my early actions upon resuming the role of
Minister of Finance, | rejected the recommendation to
increase the cost of gasoline and diesel, and in work-
ing with the fuel importers have kept the prices at the
pump frozen at the February 2022 rates. Without this
action, the average working family would be paying
$23 more this past summer to fill up their cars they
use to transport their family to school, camp activities
and work. Without this action, taxi and minibus opera-
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tors would have been paying $35 more each time they
fill up their tanks to transport tourists around our Is-
land during this last stronger-than-expected tourism
season.

Mr. Speaker, | know that this move has gen-
erated some controversy, as any time you take urgent
action there are bound to be some challenges in im-
plementation. But it was important that we acted
quickly to protect our residents, businesses and our
transportation providers. This quick action ensured
that no one on this Island has paid more at the pump
than they did in February to refill their vehicles. And of
course, Mr. Speaker, this applies to fishermen as well,
despite the significant fuel price increases that other
countries around the world are experiencing.

Just as we acted quickly when the pandemic
was ravaging the world, the Government acted quickly
at the onset of the war in Ukraine. Mr. Speaker, the
introduction of a new end-use duty relief in the Fifth
Schedule to the principal Act will facilitate the ongoing
freeze in fuel prices at the pump, while seeking to en-
sure continued safety of the delivery and continuity of
supply. This extension will create an effective mecha-
nism which can allow for relief to be given to families,
taxi operators, fishermen, tour operators and local
businesses. The amount of relief under this initiative
for the fiscal year 2022/23 is estimated to be $6.1 mil-
lion.

Mr. Speaker, the new end-use duty relief in-
troduced by the Bill will grant the Minister of Finance
the ability to vary the rate of duty for gasoline, kero-
sene and diesel fuels that are being removed from a
bonded warehouse for use in Bermuda. It provides a
mechanism to positively assist residents in a prudent
and considered way.

In February, when | addressed this Honoura-
ble House during the Budget Statement and pledged
to this country that this Government would provide
relief now and relief later, there may have been some
who doubted that this Government would keep that
pledge. But, Mr. Speaker, this Government is commit-
ted to doing whatever we can to reduce the burden
that working Bermudians are facing every day.

Mr. Speaker, | look forward to commenting in
further detail on the principal changes and other
measures of this Bill in Committee. And | look forward
to the approval of this measure in the House to con-
firm the relief that this Government wishes to provide
to the people of this country.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you, Premier.

Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time?

Opposition Leader, yes.

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, you will be pleased to note that
in principle we agree with the Government's recom-

mendation and the relief in regard to fuel and other
gasolines and light oils.

But we also would like to have further details
and | will go through a couple of questions that | have
momentarily. Now, as this is a financial Bill, | would
have thought that the Premier may have had a finan-
cial memorandum done to support this as a money
Bill.

Mr. Speaker, in his brief the Minister of Fi-
nance said that the value of this relief is $6.1 million.
Can the Minister provide details on whether the rate of
taxation, the structure of the rate of taxation, will
change, or is it going to be a fixed sum per litre? If he
can provide more details on how he sees the rate of
taxation operating, we can have a better appreciation
for how the taxes will be calculated for the wholesal-
ers.

The other question is, Does the Minister of Fi-
nance have a commitment from the St. George’s Oll
Docks customs area? Do we have a commitment from
them that they are going to pass the savings on to the
end users? It would be a shame, after we give them a
break, for them not to help members of our community
who are struggling because of the continuing increase
in the cost of living in this country. | take the view that
the people of this country are making sacrifices, so
other stakeholders in our community should be mak-
ing similar sacrifices. And so it is imperative that |
have some clarity on ensuring that the wholesalers in
the oil and gas industry, despite being reimbursed for
the reduction in taxes, pass the savings on to the
people of this country.

Mr. Speaker, the other issue that | would like
to speak to is in the preamble. It says the principal Act
“by inserting a new end user relief” and the Minister of
Finance spoke to a couple of end users, like fisher-
men, taxi operators, [and] tour operators. | think this
could extend beyond the taxi operators. What about
the end users like everyday residents, because at the
end of the day, our electricity and energy bills are
linked to the cost of gas, oil, and diesel? So will the
average householder be deemed to be an end user?
And will they benefit from these wholesale price re-
ductions in taxes? Can we get a further commitment
from the Premier that the reduction in prices, in regard
to the wholesale prices for fuel and diesel, apply to the
energy industry? And I'm not specifically going after
one organisation. I'm going across the board.

Mr. Speaker, the other issue that | would like
to speak to is the issue of . . . Yes, those are my main
issues. And then | will just open the floor for the rest of
the House to debate. But those were my issues. | did-
n't have many issues. As | said, | would like to get
more details from the Premier on the rates of taxation.
Will the structure change? And how will it change?
And also the financial impact on the consolidated
fund. Now, | know that he has indicated that this relief
is $6.1 million, so | just repeat that as well.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
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The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member.

Does any other Honourable Member wish to
make a contribution at this time?

Minister Furbert, you have the floor.

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, let me congratulate the Premier
and the Minister of Finance for making, taking such
bold steps in regard to the fuel. There is no doubt, Mr.
Speaker, that the average person going to the fuel
pump . .. the cost of driving their cars or driving the
bikes would have gone up tremendously. And these
are just some of the steps that the Government con-
tinues to do to ensure that we try to at least control
some of the cost that is forever escalating around
Bermuda and around the world. And the Premier said
that the steps were taken boldly in, | think it was Feb-
ruary or March of this year, and so we have had, basi-
cally, six months of good control within that particular
sector.

So once again, Mr. Speaker, | [would] like to
congratulate the Premier and the Minister of Finance
and, of course, the Cabinet and caucus for making
such a decision.

Thank you.

The Speaker: Thank you.

Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution?

Deputy Premier.

Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, very much, Mr.
Speaker.

I am happy to rise and give a few comments
in relation to this particular measure bought by the
Premier and Minister of Finance. Certainly, as the
Minister responsible for energy, | am mindful of the
impact of the cost of energy on this country and par-
ticularly on every individual resident, businesses and
other institutions. And it adds to the cost of doing
business in this country because of our obvious expo-
sure to fossil fuels. We . . . the volatility that happens
in the community is reflected in what happens in inter-
national markets over time, and this impacts every-
one. And if we are to make Bermuda and keep Ber-
muda competitive, it is essential that we do things.

Also, Bermuda is not just business competi-
tive but socially competitive, because the costs that
many of our residents have to deal with often changes
the stability of how they live, their households, and
their economic welfare. So, anything that can be done
to bring stabilisation or rationale ... and certainly
there will be measures debated in this House in the
upcoming future which will also address that, will be
helpful to everyone.

So certainly, from the standpoint of my role as
Minister responsible for energy and, by extension,
having been mindful of the impact that energy and
fuels and the use of fuels of which we are so heavily

dependent on for the functioning of Bermuda, it is im-
portant that measures like this are bought.

| commend the Premier and Minister of Fi-
nance for bringing this in light of the global impacts
that we are all facing. And it is just a part of our con-
tinuous effort to bring a level of reasonableness, sani-
ty and stability to the realities of living life in Bermuda.
So | certainly welcome it as the Minister of Energy,
and I'm sure the people of Bermuda welcome it as
well.

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member.

Does any other Honourable Member wish to
make a contribution?

MP Adams. | know you were having problems
with your microphone. Yes.

[Inaudible interjections]

Mr. Jache Adams: Mr. Speaker, let me be the first to
say that in my opinion this is long overdue for you and
me to have a direct conversation, one on one in this
forum.

The Speaker: There you go.
[Laughter]

Mr. Jache Adams: Yes.
[Desk thumping]

The Speaker: Been looking forward to it.
Mr. Jache Adams: Indeed. So, allow me to add a bit
of colour to this contribution to this Bill.

Mr. Speaker, according to the August CPI
[Consumer Price Index], delivered with the U.S. Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics in the US, the inflation rate
was 8.5 per cent, which was a slight improvement
from the 9.1 per cent, which was a 40-year high for
the US. In the United Kingdom, their Office for Nation-
al Statistics reached a new 40-year high of 10.1 per
cent between the months of July of last year and July
of this year. In Canada, the Consumer Price Index
reached 7.6 per cent for the same time period and
they have cited that a large reason for this inflation is
the high gasoline prices. So, for perspective for my
colleagues, consumers paid 35.6 per cent more for
gasoline in July of this year compared to what they
paid in July of last year.

In Japan, July made 11 consecutive months
of consumer price increases. In Turkey, according to
the Al Jazeera, Turkey's inflation reached 79.6 per
cent in July. It got so drastic that this year alone they
have increased the minimum wage twice. In South
Africa, they reached a 13-year inflationary rate, which
was at 7.8 per cent in July, largely, again, driven by
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food and fuel prices. And in Israel it hit a 14-year high
as its inflation reached 5.2 per cent. And so to again
give a bit of context, the inflation rate in Israel was
5.2 per cent this July, and last year was 1.5 per cent,
and that was according to their Central Bureau of Sta-
tistics.

So, Mr. Speaker, the point | am making is this:
Rising inflation is not an issue specific to Bermuda. It
is an issue that the entire world is grappling with, and
it just so happens that Bermuda is not immune.

Mr. Speaker, as a country which imports
80 per cent of the food consumed, it is easy to see
that if the price of a can of soup increases in the US
and we are purchasing and importing that can of soup
to Bermuda, it is reasonably expected that the cost of
soup will increase when it hits the shelves on Island.
In essence, we are importing that inflation, so much of
the inflation that we speak of and are concerned
about, did not derive within our shores.

But, Mr. Speaker, | get it. The people of this
country do not care about the origin of the inflation.
They just want to know what the Government is doing
to address it. That is why | am proud to stand with a
Government that has reduced payroll taxes, has re-
duced vehicle licensing fees, has increased the pen-
sions for our seniors, has given tax relief for the chari-
ties and registered nursing homes. We have not in-
creased across-the-board government fees. We have
managed the public purse so prudently that we just
were able to give money back to many of our parents.
And we are getting ready to do the exact same thing
for 75 per cent of the workers in this country.

[Desk thumping]

Mr. Jache Adams: But, Mr. Speaker, with this Bill, we
have ensured that every time [we] go to the pump, we
are saving money.

Mr. Speaker, those are just some of the ac-
complishments of this Government. And | list them not
to suggest that everything is wonderful, but rather to
emphasise that we hear the concerns of the working
people of this country and are committed, as the
Premier said earlier, to provide relief now and more
relief to come.

Mr. Speaker, | am not immune to inflation ei-
ther. | buy the same groceries as everyone else. | get
the same monthly BELCO bill as everyone else. My
loan rates have increased as well. But in my opinion, it
is too easy to blame everything on the government. In
a free market society, the government does not con-
trol the price that our grocers decide to charge for that
can of soup. We do not control the rates and fees that
make up our electricity bills. And we do not control the
interest rates that our local banks decide to charge.
Make no mistake about it, Mr. Speaker. They are con-
trolled by private companies with the primary focus of
increasing the wealth of their shareholders.

Mr. Speaker, [the reason] why | support this
Bill so strongly is because, if necessity is the mother
of innovation, the Government has worked hard and
found creative ways to freeze the cost of gas in this
country for the last eight months. While many coun-
tries around the world were experiencing record highs,
the same cannot be said within Bermuda because of
the actions done by this Government.

Mr. Speaker, the part that often gets over-
looked is the fact that this Government would be the
first to admit that more can and must be done. We will
continue to seek innovative ways to protect the people
of this country from the rising cost of food. And | am
reminded that the Minister of Economy and Labour
recently spoke about vertical farming being a potential
option for this. | recall the Premier recently speaking
about how the change in social insurance contribu-
tions is about to change, where people who earn more
will pay more and those who earn less will pay less.
And this Government continues to fund efforts such as
the BEDC [Bermuda Economic Development Centre],
who continue to provide assistance for those who
have an entrepreneurial spirit, for those who want to
set or create their own private companies and set their
own prices.

So, Mr. Speaker, in closing, | want to say that
| support this Bill fully and along with my colleagues,
we are committed to keeping our head down and
working to continue to deliver for the people of Ber-
muda.

Thank you.

The Speaker: Thank you, MP.
[Desk thumping]

The Speaker: Does any other Member wish to make
a contribution?

Minister Hayward, you have the floor.
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, as | talk to the
residents of Bermuda, the cost of living in our society
is one of the major concerns. There are two primary
reasons why residents are making decisions to leave
our shores. One, because they feel as though there is
a lack of opportunity and, two, because the cost of
living in Bermuda is eroding their quality of life. This is
an item that actually transcends politics. This is an
item that impacts us all within this country. The cost of
living in Bermuda has been high for decades, but the
increasing pressures of global events have exacer-
bated the problem that we were facing.

| joined the Progressive Labour Party because
it is the party that espouses that it supports the work-
ing-class people of this country. | am proud to stand
today to say that | am pleased to be a member of the
Progressive Labour Party for the actions that this par-
ty has demonstrated. We talked about coming from a

coronavirus pandemic where we saw a huge disrup-
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tion in our society based on the level of restriction that
we had to put in society to protect individuals, where
persons lost their livelihoods. When | speak to per-
sons globally and compare Bermuda’s pandemic re-
sponse to that of other countries, Bermuda went
above and beyond. And that is what | would have ex-
pected from a Progressive Labour Party Government.

Now, we are dealing with another crisis, which
is the cost of living in Bermuda. And again, this Gov-
ernment continues to demonstrate its commitment to
the working-class people of Bermuda. | am pleased to
have a Minister of Finance with a social conscience.
What we are doing represents the ethos of the Pro-
gressive Labour Party Government. We promised re-
lief and we have delivered on a number of relief pack-
ages. And as the previous MP just indicated, there is
more relief to come.

But this particular Bill deals with one particular
item, which is fuel, an industry that has been unregu-
lated for decades. There should be no reason [for us
to be] here today to try to cap the price of fuel. It ought
not be at the level it is currently at and for decades
[was] left unregulated. This has put us in the predica-
ment that we are now in. The Minister of Home Affairs
has tabled a Bill today which will seek to finally regu-
late that industry, and this is welcomed.

We would prefer to be in a proactive situation
rather than one that is reactive. But if we are going to
react, we react appropriately, and the actions of the
Minister of Finance can only be deemed appropriate
at this time. The reduction in car licensing fees can
only be deemed appropriate at this time. No across-
the-board fee increases can only be deemed appro-
priate at this time. Payroll tax reductions for those
workers making less than $96,000 annually can only
be deemed appropriate at this time. Providing support
to parents of our schoolchildren can only be deemed
appropriate at this time. Working to reduce food costs
can only be deemed appropriate. The payroll tax that
this Government provides to not just employees, but
employers also can only be deemed appropriate.

Both hotels and restaurants benefit from tax
relief. Small businesses also get relief within our
community. We have provided the necessary support
to provide for both businesses and the working-class
people of this country. So | stand here proudly today,
Mr. Speaker, to simply tell the Minister of Finance
thank you for doing what is most appropriate.

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member.

Does any other Honourable Member wish to
make a contribution?

MP Cannonier, you have the floor.

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er.

I am happy to weigh in on this particular Act. |
have ... well, first, let me say that | am glad to see
this. | have believed (having been in the industry, |

declare my interest) that for far too long it has been a
great secret of the two who make the most money out
of fuel, and that is the wholesaler and government.
And | know that, as has been said before, that under
an OBA Government, it was increased.

[Inaudible interjections]

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: And in fact, yes. And I'm
sure | am hearing interpolations already taking place.
Yes, that is fine. We are talking about this. But at
some point in time we will talk about their increases as
well in other areas.

But we are talking about increase, the in-
crease ... well, we are talking about fuel here and
how we are going to regulate it. It has been, clearly, a
challenge for me that . . . and this may be a tip for the
Government, that the local wholesalers of fuel with the
landmass that they take up in pipelines and the likes,
in our parks and whatnot, to get . . . they are not taxed
on that. They are not taxed on it. And it is an easier
area. They have been getting away with this for far too
long.

Now, | know that this is an industry that | am
in. But when | found out the truth behind it, | was like,
What's going on here? We really need to look at this
here.

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: When did you find out? In
201772

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: So—
[Laughter]

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: | found at the same time as
you.

The Speaker: Talk to the Chair. Talk to the Chair.
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, yes, yes.
The Speaker: Speak to the Chair.

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: | found out about the same
time as he found out. Basically, he didn't know.

So, it is good to be able to see this here, that
were taking a stab at this. | really do not know what
the $6 million the Premier speaks of, in the grand
scheme of the total revenue that is derived from fuel,
what percentage that is. It would be interesting to hear
that, and the total revenue that is received, because |
know it is a whopping amount that the Government
makes off of fuel.

As far as the fuel industry is concerned, | also
know that before it gets here and while it is on its way
here, which is something else that has to be looked at,
that it receives increases by the time it actually lands
onshore. So | would be more than willing to lend what
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| know to the Government. | certainly did when we
were Government and spoke of it. But here we are in
a difficult position that even with fuel now, we have the
opportunity where we need to reduce the amount. |
mean, our fuel prices are just through the roof, quite
frankly.

| recall, in having discussions with the former
Premier, Paula Cox, that the rate that the retailers
make was so far behind industry (and it was at a time
where people were being laid off), we made a promise
that we would not lay off anyone in the industry be-
cause Bermuda is one of the few places where you
still ... [where] someone pumps your gas. It hasn't
been made mandatory that self-pumping be the status
quo. So, it will be interesting to see how the industry
goes. But we made that promise, that we would not
lay off people to ensure that folks stayed employed,
as long as we were allowed to at least somewhat
catch up in the retail industry.

That still hasn't taken place. And my concern,
really, at the end of the day, is that as we regulate and
do all kinds of things and figure out where all the
money is coming from, and how much we are going to
give away, that those end users, like the retailers, are
not at the brunt of taking the hit, but it is actually those
who have been making substantive (in the billions
over the years) money that they take the rebate and
do their part. And so, | am glad to see that the Gov-
ernment is doing its part and take a rebate.

But again, I'm hoping that the Premier can
give me an idea of the $6 million and what percentage
that would be of the total value that we take in in fuel.
So, if he needs to have anyone please do that, it
would be interesting to hear. | support this. | absolute-
ly support this. It has been a long time coming. But |
must say that it has been one of the best kept secrets
in Bermuda that has kept plenty of revenue coming
into government. That the fees ... Bermudians just
didn't understand it.

You know, we are at the pumps and were sell-
ing it in litres, but we are buying it in gallons. It is total-
ly confusing. So, people don't even know how much
fuel, actually, they are putting into their tanks when
you ask them about litres. How many litres are you
putting in and what does that mean in mileage? They
could not tell you. The average person couldn't tell
you. What they can tell you is, Well, I fill up my tank
for $75. That's what it takes to fill up my tank, and
that's that. That's what | do.

One of the other interesting things about fuel
is this. | thought that at one particular time that, you
know, the fuels were coming from two different places.
You got two major dealers in the fuel industry, the fos-
sil fuel industry, and it was quite interesting to realise
that it's the same boat, it pulls up, a pipeline goes to
one side and a pipeline goes to the other side. But yet
people are saying when they get the fuel, Oh well, if |
put Esso in my tank, | go longer than if | put Shell in.
Nonsense. Complete nonsense. But if that floats your

boat, that floats your boat. What we would like to see
now is something that makes sense.

| do not know if this is the beginning of more
reductions that we are going to see. | don't . . . really,
with the $6 million, | do not know if it is a good start or
not. But if you can give us some numbers and | can
tell you whether or not | think is a good start for Ber-
muda. Because, you know, it is extremely expensive
to fill up your car, your truck. And maybe Government
is looking at how it can give additional reductions to
other industries. | believe that is the case. | don't
know. But we will see. | know that the retailers have
been giving reductions to [companies with] large fleets
for some time now.

But | will say this, in 2009, when the recession
... well, in 2008 the recession hit and in 2009 it really
took grip here in Bermuda. One of the unfortunate
things for the fuel industry and the retailers was it took
a hit in millions of dollars . . . and the reason it did was
because back then it was encouraged to have charge
accounts. And many of those companies who went
out of business, quite frankly, were not able to pay the
monies back. And | am talking about the retailers took
a hit in the millions and millions of dollars that people
could not pay because they obviously did not have
their businesses anymore. So, | say all that to say that
the retailers have been doing their part. So, | am now
glad to see that Government is stepping up and doing
its part.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you, MP.

Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time?

None other?

Premier.

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
[Inaudible interjections and laughter]

The Speaker: Sounds like they are writing your
speech for you.

Hon. E. David Burt: | know, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, | just have to say it is so good to
be back here in the House of Assembly. It is much
more—

The Speaker: Very much so. | am glad all Members
feel that way.

Hon. E. David Burt: Yes. It is much more—
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: You missed me.
The Speaker: | sure did.

[Laughter and inaudible interjection]
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Hon. E. David Burt: It is. And so, from the perspec-
tive, Mr. Speaker, | welcome the support of Members
of the Government, from backbenchers of the Gov-
ernment, and from Members of the Opposition, be-
cause | think that all of us are in the same perspective
and the same space that the one thing that we recog-
nise is that we must take action on the cost of living.

And the Honourable Member who spoke last,
you know, asked a particular question, which | do not
have an answer to as of yet. Hopefully | will have an
answer, maybe in Committee | might get it. But you
had asked about how much money comes from, you
know, fuel. And | don't know the exact up-to-date fig-
ures, but the one thing that | do know is that when |
was Shadow Minister of Finance in this Honourable
House, | said about a third of customs duty collection
comes from fuel. So, you know, a third back then was
about $60 million. It is a significant amount. And its
fuel from . . . fuel that goes to BELCO, fuel that goes
to many things: kerosene, diesel, gasoline. All those
types of fuels are from customs duty.

But | think, Mr. Speaker, | must always say
this is the fact. And it is history, but it is fact, because
the last time that there was an increase on the price of
fuel taxes on the price of fuel came into effect on the
first of April 2017. And | can promise you, Mr. Speak-
er, | was not the Minister of Finance on the 1% of April
of 2017. And the only thing that this Government has
done is work to make sure that we can reduce pres-
sures on the working class. As Minister of Finance, |
have not raised taxes on the working class and | will
not, because that burden in this country is far too high.

So where we are here right now, Mr. Speaker,
and of course, the Honourable Minister of Economy
and Labour said about, you know, making sure that
from the Ministry of Finance we have a social con-
science. That's what this was. We see that there was
a problem coming and we acted to ensure to protect
persons from the rate of fuel.

But I'm going to tell you a story. | am going to
tell you what happened, Mr. Speaker. It was in ... |
was appointed Minister of Finance by the Governor
again, the second time, on February 16, 2022. And |
remember a few days afterwards, the Deputy Premier
said, You approved a fuel price increase?

| said, What do you mean, | approved a fuel
price increase?

[The Deputy Premier] said, People are saying
that you approved a fuel price increase.

| said, I can promise you, | have not approved
a fuel price increase.

[The Deputy Premier said] | checked with the
team at the Ministry of Finance and they said, ‘Yes, a
fuel price increase was . . .’

And I'm like, No, they did not come to me.

It was an automated process, Mr. Speaker. It
was an automated process. Take the global price of
oil, go ahead adjust it every month. This is the maxi-
mum price. Go. Bob's your uncle. No interference, no

anything. And the directive given at that time is that
there will be no approvals given for any increase in
fuel. It will not happen when we go to March. It will not
happen when we go forward. And | made sure | gave
that statement when | came to the House of Assembly
to announce the fuel price freeze back (and | want to
say) in May.

Now, Mr. Speaker, a few questions were
asked about, you know, Are we changing the duty
relief for how we charge duty relief? There is no par-
ticular change in how it is. Duty is charged at the per
litre rate. It is not at an ad valorem rate, as per the
value. It is charged for each litre and it is set at a cer-
tain amount. And what this Bill does is allow the Minis-
ter of Finance to vary that amount because all we did,
due to the significant amount of taxes that is on gaso-
line in this country, we are just reducing the duty
rate—not punishing the retailers, not touching the
wholesalers. The only people who are at being affect-
ed by this is the government coffers. And we are re-
ducing that tax rate to basically compensate for the
increase in global prices. So we will reduce the tax
rate, [whenever] the global prices go up, and we are
going to keep it stabilised.

Now here is the thing, Mr. Speaker. The good
news is that gas prices have fallen since they peaked
at over $120 a barrel, and | want to call it April. Right
after the war [started] it went up and kept going fur-
ther. And at last week's check, they were around or a
little bit below the levels of where they were prior to
the war. Now that is going to take a while to trickle
through. But the projection from the Ministry of Fi-
nance is that this rebate amount, if fuel prices stay
where they were since yesterday when we ran the
latest figures, it is expected that by the time we make
it to November then this will not be necessary.

But here is the thing to ask, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause here is the real question. Will the price of fuel
go down? And yes, it is the intent to lower the price of
fuel. If the fuel prices go on the local markets, it will go
down. And to answer the question of the Honourable
Leader of the Opposition and also the Honourable
Member for constituency 12, who certainly has de-
clared his interest and knows a little bit more about
the fuel industry in Bermuda than | certainly do, what
we will do, Mr. Speaker, as we announced in the
Budget Statement, 50 per cent of any savings in that
year, or change to the budget, will be used to provide
additional relief to the people of this country.

At lunchtime, | was asked by Bermuda Broad-
casting [Company] if we are going to hold to that. And
the answer is yes. We are going to keep that promise.
So now there is additional relief that is there to be giv-
en. The Government is going to examine the full
range of relief that may be given. There may be relief
on gasoline taxes. However, there may be other types
of things we may do with electricity bills. | know that
the Regulatory Authority, which will be pleasing for
many people to hear, has just published that the fuel
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adjustment rate will be going down by 20 per cent as
of October 1.

[Desk thumping]

Hon. E. David Burt: So, these are things which are
happening. And so, there is space for providing addi-
tional relief. And that is the work of which we are go-
ing to continue to do because, as | said earlier, Mr.
Speaker, it makes no difference if the budget is bal-
anced; it makes no difference if your fiscal matters are
moving the right way if the people of this country are
challenged to make ends meet. And it is the responsi-
bility of the Government to assist them in making sure
that they can have a lower tax burden, when coping
with the global price of inflation.

The question that was asked by the Honoura-
ble Leader of the Opposition was, Is there a commit-
ment by the wholesalers or others to pass the savings
on to end users? And | think the Honourable Member
from constituency 12 would know, by publication of
the Ministry of Finance and the way that things are in
this country, that there is a maximum price for the sale
of fuel. And so, fuel stations cannot sell that price of
fuel. And | heard an Honourable Member say that they
believed that their fuel prices have gone up since Feb-
ruary. | would ask that Honourable Member to please
share that information because any service stations
that will be doing that will be in contravention of the
law.

The fuel price has been set and it has not
been increased since February of [2022]. So, anyone
who is selling above that level would be in contraven-
tion and could be punished. So, | want to make sure
that this is clear.

The final thing that | will say is that | know
there was a question asked, Does this apply to
BELCO, et cetera? And | explained to the Opposition
Leader that the fuel price, this CPC (CPC 4712, which
we will be debating), is a completely separate section
of the Customs Tariff Act and [fuel] imports for the
power station is under a different section. But as | just
indicated, Mr. Speaker, we are going to be looking at
all things because there is space to provide additional
relief to the people of this country.

And finally, | know, and the Honourable Minis-
ter of Economy and Labour had spoken about it and
certainly it was referenced by the Member for constit-
uency 12, yes, fuels have been unregulated in this
country. They have been unregulated. The fact that
the only control, Mr. Speaker, that existed, as | said in
this Chamber during the summer, was a letter from
the then Financial Secretary David Saul in 1979 to
[the] fuel companies, and that has literally been the
mechanism of which has been used by agreement.
[This] shows how needed it was to move to a place of
the regulation of fuel sector. And when we come here
next week, Mr. Speaker, we will be debating the regu-
lation of the fuel sector. And | have no doubt that the

Regulatory Authority will be able to work with the re-
tailers, work with the wholesalers, assess what is go-
ing on and render a fair price for services. And | have
no doubt that the customers of this country will cer-
tainly ensure that they see relief.

| am certainly looking forward to that process
because this is not the home for it inside the Ministry
of Finance. The correct home is with an experienced
regulator who has the ability and the technical exper-
tise to go ahead and look through all of those various
items. So, | look forward to that coming into place, Mr.
Speaker, because | think it will certainly be helpful.

With that, Mr. Speaker, | do believe that |
have answered all the questions that were posed to
me. And | will ask that the Bill be now committed.

The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier.

| call on MP Foggo to take the Chair and take
the House into Committee.

MP Foggo, you have the Chair.

House in Committee at 2:52 pm

[Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo, Chairman]

COMMITTEE ON BILL
CUSTOMS TARIFF AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2022

The Chairman: Good afternoon, Members.

Members, we are now in Committee of the
whole [House] for further consideration of the Bill enti-
tled the Customs Tariff Amendment (No. 2) Act 2022.

Premier, you have the floor.

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Madam
Chairman.

Madam Chairman, | would like to move all the
clauses, 1, 2 and 3, if | may.

The Chairman: You may.

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Madam
Chairman.

Madam Chairman, clause 1 is the citation and
provides a title for the Bill.

Clause 2 amends the Fifth Schedule to the
principal Act by inserting a new end use relief, CPC
4712, with respect to fuel for St. George’s Oil Docks
customs area operators. The duty rate for 4712 will be
prescribed by Minister by notice published in the Ga-
zette.

Clause 3 provides for the Bill to have statutory
effect from its date of first reading in this Honourable
House which was the 15" of July 2022 in accordance
with the Provisional Collection of Revenue Act 1975.

The Chairman: Thank you.
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Are there any other Members who wish to
speak to the clauses?
| recognise the Opposition Leader.

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you.

| asked the Minister of Finance to address this
during his general overview. And | would like for the
clarity of the community if he could provide more de-
tails or the definition of new “end users.” Thank you.
That is in the Explanatory Memorandum.

The Chairman: Thank you.

Premier, would you like to speak to that? Or
are there any other Members who wish to pose ques-
tions first?

Premier.

[Inaudible interjections]

Hon. E. David Burt: It is not “end users.” It is ...
Madam Chairman, if | may?

The Chairman: Yes, you may.

Hon. E. David Burt: It is not “end users” it is “end
use.” It is “end use.” So, in the customs tariff nomen-
clature, its end use, and in this case is end use be-
cause the end use is only fuel that is going to fuel sta-
tions such as Esso and all the rest. So, it only applies
to the fuel that is going to those particular places and
locations not, for instance, to the massive cruise ships
that fill up on our docks and all the rest. So, it's to
make sure that because when fuel comes off of the
ship it goes into the bonded warehouse. It is not taxed
until it comes out of the bonded warehouse, and there
are different areas of tax and amounts that are
charged wherever it moves.

For instance, if it is going to a big cruise ship,
then they are not going to get the end use relief. But if
it is going down to the BIU gas station for you and
[me] to fill up our vehicles, then that is where—

The Chairman: —the relief—

Hon. E. David Burt: —the BIU, Cole, , you support
the BIU gas station

[Laughter]

Hon. E. David Burt: But | thought you were—

The Chairman: Realised the relief.

Hon. E. David Burt: But that is the definition of end
use relief. So, it is a specific end use. And as you can

see in clause 2, it does say for refilling stations.

The Chairman: Thank you.

Are there any other Members who wish to
speak?

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you.
The Chairman: Member from constituency 12.

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes. Under [clause] 2,
amends the Fifth Schedule. The last category, “Goods
of tariff codes” it mentions light oils, kerosene, gas
oils, diesel, and the likes. | am just curious then. The
$6 million that the Premier mentioned, that rebate,
does that include these other fuels as well?

The Chairman: Premier, you have the floor.

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Madam Chairman.

Yes, it does. If the Honourable Member wants
exact figures and if you have time, | can go ahead and
pull them up. But the approximate figures are, it is
about $4 million for gasoline and $2 million for diesel,
given the adjustments and how that's been calculated.
Kerosene, of course, is very minor. And you know that
kerosene sales are small, so there is a little amount in
kerosene, but the overall amounts are around $4 mil-
lion, and $2 million, and | can bring up the exact fig-
ures for the Honourable Member as well.

The Chairman: Sure. And while you are doing that,
perhaps there are other Members who may have
questions regarding the clauses thus far.

There being none, Premier, when you have
the figures.

Hon. E. David Burt: Absolutely, Madam Chairman.

The total amount for diesel is . . . you know, |
was almost exactly correct, the total amount for diesel
that is estimated, and of course, it is important to note
that it is estimated because the price of fuel might go
up and down. The price of fuel goes up again then it
might go higher. If the price of fuel were . .. we pro-
jected this out that the price of fuel remains at where it
was at yesterday’s prices. Of course, it may change. It
is around that level. Futures, when we project out the
futures, they are showing a gradual decline over the
next few months. So we just estimated it at this partic-
ular level. But it all depends. But the estimated price
for diesel is $2,054,474, and the estimated price for
gasoline is $4,014,119.88.

The Chairman: Thank you, Premier.

Are there any other Members who wish to
pose questions on the clauses?

There being none. Thank you.
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you.

The Chairman: And before | could even ask you . . .
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Hon. E. David Burt: I'm sorry.
The Chairman: No, that is fine. Go ahead.

Hon. E. David Burt: Madam Chairman, | move that
clauses 1 through 3 be approved.

The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 1
through 3 be approved.

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Madam Chairman.
I move that the preamble be approved.

[Crosstalk]

The Chairman: Yes, there are no objections.
Continue. It has been agreed.

[Motion carried: Clauses 1 through 3 passed.]

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Madam Chairman.
Madam Chairman, | move that the preamble
be approved.

The Chairman: It has been moved that the preamble
be approved.

Are there any objections?

There being none, continue.

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you.
I move that the Bill be reported to the House
as printed.

The Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill be
reported to the House as printed.

No objections.

Approved.

[Motion carried: The Customs Tariff Amendment (No.
2) Act 2022 was considered by a Committee of the
whole House and passed without amendment.]

The Chairman: We call on the Speaker of the House
to resume his seat.

House resumed at 3:01 pm

[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair]

REPORT OF COMMITTEE
CUSTOMS TARIFF AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2022

The Speaker: Good afternoon, Members.

Are there any objections to the Bill entitled the
Customs Tariff Amendment (No. 2) Act 2022 being
reported to the House as printed?

There are none. The Bill has been reported to
the House.

That now moves us on to the next item which
is the second reading of the Bermuda College
Amendment Act 2022 in the name of the Minister of
Education.

Minister.

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Good morning. Good even-
ing . . . afternoon.

The Speaker: Afternoon.

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: | am trying to push the day
forward.

The Speaker: | see that.

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Speaker, | move that
the Bill entitted Bermuda College Amendment Act
2022 now be read the second time.

The Speaker: Are there any objections?
There are none.
Continue, Minister.

BILL
SECOND READING

BERMUDA COLLEGE AMENDMENT ACT 2022

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Speaker, this Bill pro-
poses to amend the Bermuda College Act 1974 to
allow the Bermuda College (the college) to appoint its
own auditor. While amending the Bill is short, its effect
will have significant implications for the college and its
future. As our only tertiary level institution, it is critical
that we continue to invest in the college and do what
we can to protect this very special, unique and vital
organisation of training and higher learning.

These amendments will help ensure that the
Bermuda College maintains its accreditation status
with the New England Commission of Higher Educa-
tion Teaching [NECHE], which is, and | quote, “one of
the seven regional higher education accrediting bod-
ies in the United States.” NECHE is a voluntary, non-
profit, self-governing organisation whose primary pur-
pose is the accreditation of educational institutions.

Mr. Speaker, Members should be aware that
the Bermuda College received NECHE’s accreditation
in 2010. Accreditation is an intensive and demanding
process. Its successful completion demonstrates that
the college meets NECHE’s Standards for Accredita-
tion and complies with its policies. Accreditation by
NECHE is invaluable. It gives confidence to the public,
employers and other educational institutions that the
college is operating at a high level of educational qual-
ity.

I concur with the college that accreditation
status is a testament to its commitment and capacity
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to deliver a level of education to students that meets
rigorous North American recognised quality standards
that are subject to external review and verification.
Every five years, NECHE undertakes a review of its
standards. Effective January 1, 2021, it adopted a
new set of nine accreditation standards, including
Standard Three, titled Organization and Governance,
which requires an accreditation seeking body to have
(quote) “sufficient autonomy and control of its pro-
grams and operations consistent with its mission to be
held directly accountable for meeting the Commis-
sion’s Standards for Accreditation.”

As a condition of continued accreditation,
Standard Three requires the following:

a. The governing board is the legally consti-
tuted body ultimately responsible for the
institution’s quality and integrity.

b. Where the institution’s ownership or affili-
ation structure or other circumstances or
requirements may involve more than one
legally constituted body with authority, the
institution demonstrates that the govern-
ing body with direct responsibility for the
institution’s quality and integrity has suffi-
cient autonomy and control to be held ac-
countable for meeting the Commission’s
Standards and to ensure that it can act in
the institution’s best interest and that the
legally constituted bodies with authority
have an aligned understanding of their re-
spective roles.

The Bermuda College must comply with all
accreditation standards, including Standard Seven,
Institutional Resources. This Standard states [the fol-
lowing]:

a. The institution has sufficient human, fi-
nancial, information, physical, and techno-
logical resources and capacity to support
its mission. Through periodic evaluation,
the institution demonstrates that its re-
sources are sufficient to sustain the quali-
ty of its educational program and to sup-
port institutional improvement now and in
the foreseeable future.

b. Through verifiable internal and external
evidence, the institution demonstrates its
financial capacity to graduate its entering
class. The institution ethically administers
its resources and assures effective sys-
tems of enterprise risk management, reg-
ulatory compliance, internal controls, and
contingency management.

In addition to ensuring the integrity of its fi-
nances through prudent financial management and
organisations, as per Standard Seven, audits must be
completed in a timely fashion.

Mr. Speaker, Members may be aware of the
historical challenges to college experience regarding
lack of timely completed audits. The issue began in

[2003] when the then Auditor General, the auditor,
declined to audit the college’s accounts until a report
was tabled in the House of Assembly on the Coco
Reef lease. This resulted in delays and backlogs of
the college’s audited statements and affected the ta-
bling of its annual report for a number of years.

The college worked hard in this extremely dif-
ficult context, and | am pleased that in recent years it
is now up to date and remains in good standing with
its audits. However, issues still remain. That means it
cannot fully meet NECHE’s revised accreditation
standards.

Due to the many impacts of COVID-19 in
2020, the college needed more time to prepare for
that year’s audit. However, this did not align with the
schedule of the auditor. The college was advised by
the Office of the Auditor that this would cause a delay
of several months and that the audit would not be
completed until spring 2021. Under the extensive re-
sponsibilities and priorities of the Office of the Auditor,
the college requested the appointment of an external
auditor so that the audit could be completed within the
usual timeframe. As per her discretion, the Auditor
General declined the request.

Based on this recent situation and historical
challenges concerning its audits, it quickly became
apparent to the college that it does not have sufficient
autonomy and control of the preparation of its audits.
Therefore, it cannot be directly accountable for meet-
ing NECHE'’s standards as it relates to the timely
submission of audited financial statements. In order to
maintain accreditation, the college cannot fall behind
on the audit of its accounts. Doing so would put its
accreditation status at risk. Therefore, the college re-
quires the autonomy to comply with its accreditation
standards.

The college initiated the proposed amend-
ment for this purpose. This amendment will meet the
accreditation standards because it will grant the col-
lege sufficient independence to ensure its audits are
completed on time.

Mr. Speaker, in correspondence with the col-
lege in April of this year, NECHE welcomed the efforts
to meet the required standards by developing a long-
term resolution to ensure timely financial audits. The
college is required to submit an annual report on fi-
nance and enrolment and demonstrate progress to-
wards relevant standards in this regard. The next re-
port is due to NECHE on December 1, 2022, for con-
sideration for spring 2023.

Prior to pursuing legislation, the college con-
sulted with the auditor on its intention to seek an
amendment to the legislation. The auditor was re-
sponsive to the invitation and indicated her disagree-
ment with the proposal. In reply, the auditor reminded
the college that the office is the statutory auditor for
the college as per the [Bermuda] Constitution Order
1968 and the Audit Act 1990, and that it is the audi-
tor’'s responsibility to audit the accounts regardless of
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the appointment of any additional auditors through
legislative amendment.

Mr. Speaker, after considering whether there
will be any viable alternatives and after consulting with
the auditor, it was determined that these amendments
are the best way forward. They respect the role of the
auditor, as per the Audit Act 1990, and do not interfere
with the rights and statutory obligations of the auditor.
They simply empower the college to appoint its own
auditor so that the autonomy it requires is maintained
to maintain its hard-earned accreditation.

The Bill requires the college to consult the au-
ditor before the college selects an external auditor to
ensure standards and audit process. Any auditor ap-
pointed by the college must be entitled to practise as
a public accountant under the Chartered Professional
Accountants of Bermuda Act 1973. The college will
also ensure that a copy of the audited financial state-
ments is provided to the auditor and will continue to
work closely with the auditor in line with any and all
requirements.

Mr. Speaker, some Members may wonder
why this amendment is necessary. The answer can be
found within the value that accreditation of the college
brings to Bermuda and our people. Accreditation indi-
cates that the college meets or exceeds minimum
quality standards for educational institutions. It gives
credibility to programmes for students, employers and
overseas education institutions. According to the col-
lege, most employers prefer to hire job applicants with
degrees or certificates from an accredited institution,
and also look to see that employees have been edu-
cated at an accredited institution when making deci-
sions about promotions within the firm.

Accreditation status is also often considered
by employers who want to provide tuition assistance
or reimbursement for those employees who desire or
need to further their education. Accreditation keeps
the college on a path of continuous improvement and
one that is externally and independently assessed. It
is a prerequisite for establishing transfer agreements
with overseas educational institutions. These agree-
ments allow college graduates to transfer into the third
year of a four-year degree programme or into the sec-
ond year of a three-year degree programme. And as
Bermuda’s only higher education institution, and as a
two-year institution, it is critical that students are able
to transfer their earned credits to overseas education-
al institutions.

Certainly, in the US and Canada, most Ber-
mudians are international students and are most often
subject to out-of-state or international fees. Transfer
agreements mean that Bermudians can receive the
first two years of their education here at a local rate,
which is much more affordable than overseas colleges
or universities. The college affords students the op-
portunity to grow and develop as post-secondary
learners and opens up possibilities for additional edu-
cation offered overseas. Success at the college also

attracts tuition assistance and scholarships to help
support overseas study.

It is difficult to quantify the value for money
that accreditation provides to students of all ages and
their families. We know that without it many students
would not be able to afford to travel overseas to obtain
bachelor's and master's degrees or access fields of
study not yet available or feasible to deliver in Bermu-
da, and we would be worse for it.

Accreditation also affords the college the abil-
ity to offer several professional certifications, pro-
grammes and courses through its division of profes-
sional and career education, otherwise known as
PACE, for students at all stages of life who wish to
pursue various passions, career enhancement or ca-
reer changes.

Mr. Speaker, it is important to put these
changes in place to protect and maintain the college’s
accreditation status. Our failure to do so would create
unnecessary risk to the college and the benefits it af-
fords Bermudian students and employers. The lack of
accreditation would also cause Bermuda to lose criti-
cal personal and professional educational growth op-
portunities and result in a huge hit in the continuing
development of Bermuda’s workforce and our growth
as citizens.

Mr. Speaker, while these amendments may
duplicate efforts, understanding that an audit is an
arduous process, the college hopes that duplication
will be avoided and that the auditor would choose to
work with the college and its external auditor to meet
the obligations of the Audit Act 1990.

As per the Bermuda Constitution Order 1968
and the Audit Act 1990 the auditor is not subject to the
direction or control of any other person or authority.
Therefore, the college cannot direct the actions of the
auditor in this regard. As the body accredited by
NECHE, the college shares esteemed company with
colleges and universities in the US and internationally,
all of whom met the requirement of accreditation.
Some of these institutions include Amherst College,
Berklee College of Music, Boston College, Clark Uni-
versity, Harvard University, Lesley University, North-
eastern University, Tufts University, the University of
Massachusetts [UMass Ambherst], Yale University,
Brown University, Johnson & Wales University, New
England Institute of Technology and Dartmouth Col-
lege.

I welcome my colleagues’ support for this
amendment for the critical reasons | have just shared.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister.
Does any other Honourable Member wish to
make a contribution at this time?

Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Good afternoon.
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The Speaker: MP Jackson, you have the floor.

Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you. And | would like
to thank the Minister for giving a fulsome explanation
for the why behind changing or amending the Bermu-
da College Act.

The other piece as well is that | want to begin
by saying that | certainly have nothing but positive
messages and positive thoughts for the development
and the future sustainability of the Bermuda College.
The Board has done a good job. | have had an oppor-
tunity to sit on the Board and experienced the Chair,
who is knowledgeable, he has got a financial back-
ground. Certainly, the president, Dr. Duranda Greene,
and her deputy have done a wonderful job of continu-
ing to sustain and develop the Bermuda College. So,
whatever we can do to make sure that we keep it a
five-star, high-quality, high-profile institution, I'm right
there ready to advocate in favour.

But with this amendment, | just have a few
questions. And of course, my first question, Mr.
Speaker, was why? And the Minister has been very
transparent, open, and given us all his reason being
the accreditation. And that is a very important aspect,
especially our ability to connect and network with oth-
er institutions of higher education overseas. So, [this
is] completely understood and [I am] in complete
agreement.

But | would like to just get down into the
weeds a little bit. And my main reason for getting into
the weeds a little bit is because the taxpayers in Ber-
muda give an awful lot of money to the Bermuda Col-
lege every year in the form of grants. | mean, we are
talking $16 million. About $300,000 of that $16 million
gets to go to the College Promise programme, which
allows students to get some tuition support. So, the
amount of money and the importance and significance
of the money that the taxpayers in Bermuda are grant-
ing to the Bermuda College in order for them to pro-
vide a great education for our young people, we, the
taxpayers, you know, need ... we have got a pretty
good investment in this institution. And | believe that
we have a right to know with as much transparency as
possible, what is going on with the financial accounts
and making sure that they are audited, et cetera.

Now, it sounds to me, just listening to the min-
ister, that there have been delays with the Bermuda
College having a really hard time getting the docu-
mentation in place when they had to deal with the Co-
co Reef and the separation into a private hotel and
such. So, they know the challenges of trying to get
documentation, receipts, invoices altogether for an
audit. And on the other side, the Office of the Auditor
General has also seen challenges. COVID-19 came
along. Everybody needs their audits done, and there
are all kinds of challenges due to a global pandemic.
So, this is a give-and-take situation.

But | guess the most important part for me,
and again, | am speaking on behalf of the taxpayers

who are interested in the investment, is that there is a
statutory obligation for the Office of the Auditor Gen-
eral in Bermuda to audit the financial statements of
any institution in Bermuda that is receiving public tax-
payer money. So then it begs the question ... and |
want to just add in there that the Office of the Auditor
General can hire a third party as long as they are an
established business in Bermuda to conduct third-
party audits on behalf of the office of the Auditor Gen-
eral. So, | understand that third-party auditors are out
there, and they do work with the Office of the Auditor
General.

However, in this situation it sounds as though
the Bermuda College would very much like to hire a
third-party auditor, but that this audit report would then
go back to the Board of the Bermuda College. And |
guess at some point [it] would then go on to the Office
of the Auditor General for sign off and then tabling to
you, Mr. Speaker, in the House of Assembly.

But | guess this causes a little bit of friction
because its new. This is setting a precedent. | do be-
lieve that just about every entity in Bermuda, all of the
quangos and rest homes and sports associations . . .
anybody who receives a grant from the government,
as taxpayer money that is being spent, given out to
other organisations, that no matter what, all of those
are audited by the Office of the Auditor General be-
cause all that taxpayer money is attached to our big
bank account, the consolidated fund.

The Bermuda College wanting to go off for the
more autonomy is setting a precedent of which we
have not had before. And for me, that could cause a
little bit of a snowball. | don’t know if there are other
entities that are now going to want to follow suit. And
then we are undermining the integrity of the Office of
the Auditor General, in my personal opinion, Mr.
Speaker.

Some Hon. Members: No.

Ms. Susan E. Jackson: I'm just saying. I'm just say-
ing.

[Inaudible interjections]
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: | had to let it go.
[Inaudible interjections]

The Speaker: Continue to speak to the Chair. Speak
to the Chair.

Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes, yes, Mr. Speaker.

So, with that in mind, we move on to the ac-
creditation. And the accreditation has boosted the
reputation of the Bermuda College by leaps and
bounds. Absolutely no doubt about it. | mean, every-
body should be excited to want to sign up and enrol,
to even just take courses, even if just for the fun of it,

Bermuda House of Assembly



1762

30 September 2022

Official Hansard Report

because there are some exciting programmes at the
Bermuda College. So, we have got to keep that going.
And accreditation is the blueprint for that.

However, just listening to what the Minister
had mentioned, | did not specifically hear in the origi-
nal definition of what the accreditation organisation,
the New England . . . the New England Commission of
... please remind me, the New England Commission
of Higher Education.

The Speaker: Mm-hmm.

Ms. Susan E. Jackson: So, they, just generally
speaking, just want to make sure that our pro-
grammes are good, high quality and they want to
make sure the operations are good, you know, the
maintenance care facilities, IT infrastructure, et cetera.
| did not notice anything about the auditing.

But then the Minister today, just a minute ago,
said that in 2021 they have added another piece that
says that they want to see the audit. So now we know
that we've probably ... see, | don't know. I'm sitting
here in the House and I'm speculating. But is there a
desire to maybe hire some of the more high-profile
audit companies and then that would maybe boost the
look and recognition of the Bermuda College and ac-
creditation? That if its PricewaterhouseCoopers or EY
[Ernst and Young] or any of the high five-star audit
companies that that would make a difference with our
accreditation? | do not know. But | am asking the Min-
ister if he might be able to shed some light on that, or
whether the Bermuda College Board might want to
continue the conversation with the Office of the Audi-
tor General that there may be some other auditing
companies on the Island that may be able to work to-
gether. | don't know.

Mr. Speaker, this is where it gets a little con-
fusing for me. It is sort of why and who? Because the
Office of the Auditor General will hire third-party audi-
tors to come in. And | do not quite understand why
there cannot be a conversation with the Board about
seeing whether there can't just be an agreement and
sort out a third-party auditing company and proceed
together in collaboration.

My final point, Mr. Speaker, is that | am curi-
ous that the Minister did not mention anything about
the Bermuda College Foundation, and this is a chari-
table organisation that was created based on alumni
coming together. Part of the financial piece would be
to accumulate funds so that there could be additional
capital projects such as ... | believe that right now
they have got some investments in capital projects
and providing financial aid, that there was a few mil-
lion dollars that was donated for a career development
centre, that lecture halls are being renovated, et
cetera, and this is being funded by the Foundation.
And | do not know if (or how) the Foundation and the
funds that are donated or invested into the Bermuda
College by private investors need a specific auditor.

And that might be another reason why the Bermuda
College would like to have an independent auditor,
because it would then include the donations and the
investments that are made to the Bermuda College
Foundation.

So, with that, | am going to take my seat and
wait and see whether the Minister can provide some
clarification on those issues. And finally, Mr. Speaker,
| do just want to add as well, the cost of all of this. If
the Bermuda College, through this amendment Act, is
going to go out and make the investment of hiring a
third-party independent auditor, they are going to have
to pay for that. And then, in addition, there is the Of-
fice of the Auditor General who is going to audit the
books because there is public taxpayer money that is
being gifted and granted to the Bermuda College. So
there are going to be additional costs for the Office of
the Auditor General and any third-party auditor that
they may hire to audit the Bermuda College. It could
end up being quite a duplicated expense. And | am
curious how the Minister hopes to make that as effi-
cient as possible.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you, MP Jackson.
Does any other MP . . .
Opposition Leader?

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The Speaker: Opposition Leader, you have the floor.

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, | want to
thank the Education Minister for his detailed brief and
| want to get back to the accreditation side. As you will
know, and most people in this room will know, Bermu-
da College has been accredited for a number of
years. And | thought | heard the Minister say (and |
could be wrong, so he can correct me), that this ad-
justment or this new criterion came up in 2021. My
question is this: To maintain our requirements and
qualifications to be part of NECHE and to be an ac-
credited institution, | would have thought that we
would have been sending financials to them, because
the financials would give an overview of the opera-
tions of the Bermuda College.

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Speaker, a point of
clarification.

The Speaker: Yes.

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: If the Member would allow
that.

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes.

POINT OF CLARIFICATION
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Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: And | think it probably
started with the Member that spoke before. Audits
have always been needed by NECHE to be submit-
ted. And | know ... | am going by ... because the
Member that spoke before you made it seem as if this
is something new. This is not something . . . what they
have done is strengthen the audit process that the
college must go through, or accrediting institutions
must go through.

So, | just wanted to know if that added some
clarity. They have always been expected to submit
audited financials. But this is just a strengthening of
the process around the submission of those audits.

The Speaker: And it is not just for the Bermuda Col-
lege, it is for all institutions that apply underneath it.

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: [Yes], all of them.

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay. So, that reinforces
my question. So, if we have been always required to
have an audited financial statement presented to
NECHE on an annual basis, and historically they have
been audited by the [Auditor] General up until now,
are we saying that NECHE was not satisfied with our
audit because it was being done by the Auditor Gen-
eral? And now they are saying this is not good
enough, you have to have a third party, one of the big
five order firms?

If that is the case, when were we aware of this
additional change? And why weren't they satisfied
with the Auditor General's assessment of Bermuda
College? Because they have been satisfied with it for
the past number of years. And historically—

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Again, Mr. Speaker, if |
could offer some clarity, because it seems like we are
going down a path that we could potentially avoid.

The Speaker: Yes. Go right ahead.
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes.
POINT OF CLARIFICATION

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Speaker, there was
nothing in my Statement talked about the audits being
insufficient that are coming from the Auditor General.
But what NECHE is saying is institutions must have
sufficient . . . they have changed their criteria to say
institutions must have sufficient autonomy and control
over their entire operations.

What has come about in the last year was
when the audit . . . because of COVID-19 the college
was late. [They were] having issues getting their pa-
perwork together. When they did get it together, they
went to the auditor and said, Well, here we go. Can
we get it done? And the auditor said, We cannot get
this done in the timeframe you need. And so, the re-

quest was, Well, can we use an external auditor?
Which is something that has been done in the past.

In that case, the Auditor General said, | know
we will not use an external auditor. You will have to
wait until we can get to it. And that is where it doesn't
demonstrate that the institution has sufficient autono-
my over getting some of this work done.

The Speaker: Thank you.
Opposition Leader.

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes. So then will this be a
temporary measure, or will it be final going forward?

The Speaker: Have you finished your presentation?
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, | have.

The Speaker: Okay.
Minister, that was the question that he put to
you in the end. So, you may want to take note of it.
Would any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution?
MP Famous.
Mr. Christopher Famous: Good afternoon, Mr.
Speaker.

The Speaker: Good afternoon.

Mr. Christopher Famous: Let me first declare my
unashamed interests. | am a Bermuda College alum-
nus and | have set on the Board of Governors for the
last four years, Mr. Speaker. | won’t get into the nitty-
gritty. | am sure that the Minister is more than capable
of sorting that out.

Mr. Speaker, the Bermuda College offers our
Bermudian people an opportunity to get a world-class
education for a fraction of the cost of going overseas.

Mr. Speaker, the Bermuda College has a ma-
jority Bermudian staff. Mr. Speaker, the Bermuda Col-
lege has celebrated . . . it is near to 48 years. One of
your former predecessors sits on the board with me.
Your immediate predecessor sits on the board with
me, Mr. Speaker. Also through, | want to say the De-
partment of Labour, the Ministry of Labour offers a
PACE programme for mature students wishing to
come back and retool.

Why do | say all of that, Mr. Speaker? | say
that because the narrative . . . | could be wrong. Feel
free to point-of-order me. The narrative is that the
board has made decisions that are not quite right. |
won’t get into that. But Mr. Speaker, | just want to em-
phasise what the college has done for this country
and what it has done for many individuals. A young
person coming out of high school at this point has the
option to go to North America and fork up $30,000 to
$40,000, go to England and pay $20,000, or go to
Canada and pay $25,000. Or, they could go to Ber-
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muda College and spend $5,000. | think the options
are clear.

Mr. Speaker, | just want to close and say that
the Bermuda College, the students, the faculty and
most importantly, the board operates with the highest
level of integrity.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you.
Does any other Member wish to speak?
Opposition Whip, you have the floor.

Mr. Jarion Richardson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, | rise to ask a question of the
Honourable Minister. But | would first like to thank him
for his efforts to communicate clearly his reason and
logic for undertaking this course of action. And, of
course, the Auditor General for her response to this
proposed action.

Mr. Speaker, if | may, | would like to read from
Standard Three of the materials we are working
with—

The Speaker: Yes.

Mr. Jarion Richardson: —and | want to say NECHE,
specifically relating to autonomy.

The Third Standard says that “The institution
has sufficient” (this is looking at the Bermuda College)
“autonomy and control of its programs and operations
consistent with its mission to be held directly account-
able for meeting of the commission’s Standards for
Accreditation.” Further, it only speaks to Standard
7.17 relating to how an audit works. But right now, the
logic for undertaking this course of action relates to
the autonomy element, Mr. Speaker.

Well, it looks like the matter, or the problem,
arose ... the problem that arose leading to this Bill
was a delay in the tabling of a report related to the
attendant or related property for the Bermuda College.
My question is, Why wouldn’t fixing that problem,
which is the delayed report, the internal mechanisms
that led to those financial delays . . . why wouldn’t that
be the fix? Why would we have to fix the Bill?

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you, Member.

That is another question that | see you closed
on, Member, for the Minister.

Minister Hayward, would you like to make a
contribution at this time?

Hon. Jason Hayward: Certainly. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker, for allowing me to have intervention into this
debate. I, too, am a proud alumnus of the Bermuda
College, and also a former member of the Board of
Governors.

We are talking about this matter, Mr. Speaker,
as is in isolation to other quangos who have had chal-

lenges with the auditing department and the timely
submission of their audits. This is an organisation who
simply wants to be audited and wants the autonomy to
be audited in a timely manner so that they can meet
their requirements underneath their accreditation. This
must be looked at as a positive step; that organisa-
tions want to be audited in a timely manner so that
they can meet their accreditation. And the Minister
spoke about the importance of the accreditation.

What if the accreditation is compromised be-
cause we fail to act or because the internal auditor is
not concerned with the accreditation but concerned
with their work schedule, where they have many gov-
ernment departments and quangos to fulfil the same
requirement for? This challenge is not an isolated
challenge to Bermuda College, but Bermuda College
is asking for proactive measures to be put in place so
that they do not find themselves in that predicament,
the awkward predicament that they found themselves
in when they requested the assistance and were told,
You know, [you] have to go on a waiting list. | com-
mend the Board of Governors for reaching out to the
Minister responsible for Education and requesting that
this change will be done so that the audits can take
place in a timely manner.

The other thing is if anybody who is auditing
the books of the Bermuda College is certified we
should treat those individuals with a level of respect.
The “Big Four” are not the only set of companies that
can provide quality audits in this country. There are a
number of Bermudians who are well qualified to pro-
vide audits who have been recognised both locally
and internationally. And so, | do commend the Minis-
ter for bringing this. And | do hope that other organisa-
tions who find themselves in the exact same place
seek to take the exact same steps.

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister.
Is there any other . . . Minister Burch.

Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker.
The Speaker: Yes.

Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: | did not plan to speak
on this, but we have headed down a road that sug-
gests that this is a unique situation. It also suggests
that some of those on the other side never served in
government or never experienced, particularly quan-
gos, being late with their audits.

There is a quango today, Mr. Speaker, that
was years out of date of audit, and still is, when we
came to Government in 2017. And this is a repeated
situation. The suggestion in the public domain is that
we do not want to be audited. Quite the contrary, Mr.
Speaker.

I'm going to put the House on notice and the
people of Bermuda on notice that | mentioned to the
Minister of Education that he would be the first to be

Bermuda House of Assembly



Official Hansard Report

30 September 2022

1765

going down this road. And we are likely to follow be-
cause the example and the situation is the same with
the BLDC. It is the same with the BHC. It is the same
with WEDCO. There is a legislative requirement for
those entities to report to this House. There is an im-
pediment for them to meet that requirement that is
imposed upon them by the Office of the Auditor Gen-
eral. And | think it is even worse than that. Because
on the rare occasion when the Auditor General agrees
to use an outside agency, it is with the caveat that
they must then audit the audit.

Mr. Speaker, apart from Berkeleyites, who in
the main cannot count—

[Laughter]

Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: —everybody else in
the country can do math. And so, Mr. Speaker, it is a
source of significant frustration because the employ-
ees and those involved in those entities, go the extra
mile to get an audit, are impeded in that process in
terms of meeting the deadline, and they are publicly
criticised because you got all these entities that have
not been audited by the Auditor General.

| would suggest, Mr. Speaker, and | mean . . .
and the indication that the Minister of Education gave
as to her response was not helpful at all. No, you can-
not do that, hire your own independent audit firm to do
the audit. Well, that is not being cooperative. That is
not being progressive. | will go this far and say that it
is symptomatic of several Auditors General of late that
have held onto this responsibility as if they are the
only people on the planet who could do it.

[Inaudible interjection]
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Pardon?
[Inaudible interjection]

Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: | think there needs to
be a wider look at the whole process of audits be-
cause we are going to be criticised again because
BLDC is still three years out of date. And we have
been five years trying to get across that line. So | think
that there should be a wider look at this whole process
of audits for government entities because it is in the
public interest that you get the audits done. And we as
a government would support anything that is going to
accelerate and get us to the point where the Auditor
General will be happy, or should be, if all of the enti-
ties are audited and the reports are in order, or any
irregularities are brought to light.

This should not be a turf war. Because that is
what it appears like to me. This is my responsibility,
and | am not going to take any help. And | am not go-
ing to take any suggestion from you people because
my rules say | don’t have to take instructions from an-
ybody else. Well, this is not taking instructions. This is

taking the responsibility away and putting it in a place
where | think it will not only suffice to assist with the
accreditation, but also with the comfort that the coun-
try can draw from taxpayer dollars being spent in an
entity that have been audited by some entity that has
that authority and expertise other than the Auditor
General.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister.

Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution?

None. Minister of Education, would you like to
wrap up here?

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

This is actually a very small amendment, but
we did know that it would generate some type of con-
versation. | will attempt to answer some of the ques-
tions.

First of all, Mr. Speaker, | think it will be help-
ful to clarify some things that, unfortunately, generated
from the questions. But if there was some clarity in
understanding on how they actually worked, we prob-
ably would not be facing those types of questions.

Just one thing | want to clarify for Ms. Jackson
is the $300,000 that we granted the college is not for
the College Promise programme. That is for additional
financial aid for students, to assist all students that
attend the Bermuda College. It is also allowed to be
used for PACE students, which is something that had
never happened before. The College Promise pro-
gramme, which you do speak about, is one of our
flagship programmes which gives any student gradu-
ating from the Berkeley Institute or CedarBridge
Academy with a 3.0 or above GPA, access to the
Bermuda College, tuition free. But those costs are
contained within the Ministry of Education, and they
are paid directly to the Bermuda College once we are
billed for them. So just to talk about the difference be-
tween those particular two items.

Also, in addition to that, you mentioned the
Bermuda College Foundation providing educational
monies as well. The Bermuda College Foundation
(and | believe it was the Opposition Leader that men-
tioned that as well) is an entity that is separate and
completely autonomous from the Bermuda College. It
is a foundation that has been put together with the
sole purpose of raising money to then give to the col-
lege so they can build or enhance some of the things
that are there. They are completely separate, and they
are governed by the Charities Act, which is an Act we
all remember was strengthened by the former Senator
Fahy. And so, their audits are required because chari-
ties that generate “X” amount of money require pro-
fessional audits versus smaller charities that can just
give their QuickBooks accounts. And so they do pro-
vide audits.

Bermuda House of Assembly



1766

30 September 2022

Official Hansard Report

Their audit has nothing to do with the Bermu-
da College itself. But it is a requirement under the
laws of the Charity Act. And | can also mention that
the foundations such as that, or charities such as that,
with clean audits and professional audits, tend to at-
tract more funding as well because it shows that they
are functioning in a way that they should be function-
ing.

To answer the question of the [Opposition]
Whip, Mr. Richardson, when he said, Why don't we fix
the real issue? It was mentioned in my brief that the
Bermuda College audits were delayed for several
years because of a refusal to table the brief. That ac-
tually points to some of the things that we are talking
about. The Bermuda College could not table the brief
in the House of Assembly. That had to be done by
someone else. So, it actually speaks to how they had
no control over what was going on. What NECHE is
saying is they want their institutions to demonstrate
that they are not at the whims of anything else when it
comes to keeping their affairs in order. And so, it ac-
tually does speak to that. But it is ironic that the Coco
Reef issue happened prior to them even achieving
NECHE'’s certification as well. But | think it is important
to point out that particular one.

One thing that MP Jackson did point out was
a duplication of efforts. And | did mention in the brief
that although this amendment will allow the Bermuda
College to appoint an auditor and have their audits
done, and those audits will be passed on to the Audi-
tor General, it is hoped that common sense would
prevail and that the Auditor General would not say,
Well, I'm going to do an audit all over again. Because,
as you are correct, the Bermuda College pays the Au-
ditor General to do an audit. And ironically, when we
were talking about this, the idea of the Bermuda Col-
lege going to an external auditor, in all indications was
that because it was the Bermuda College and they
were asking, they would actually be charged less by
external auditors than what they would normally pay.
They actually pointed that out, that this is a very real
possibility. And they have been told that as the college
that they would be given special rates and they would
actually end up paying less than what they would
normally pay to the Auditor General.

So that is one thing that we are hoping. We
are hoping that the Auditor General will not just dupli-
cate the process because they can duplicate the pro-
cess. Nothing in this legislation that we are proposing
will take away the right of the Auditor General to audit,
if that is what they want to do.

The sole purpose of this is to adhere to that
clause that has now come into effect since accredita-
tion was given that schools under the accreditation
must have more autonomy over their operations. And
simply put, and | thought | explained it in the brief,
where this came to a head was when the Bermuda
College said, COVID-19 has come. We were a little bit
late in getting you the information that you need, so

can we go to an external auditor (which has been
done before, which the Auditor General has referred
to an external auditor because they could not do the
work) . .. Can we go to an external auditor to get this
done? Because we need it done in time.

And the answer was no.

So, this demonstrates lack of autonomy over
the control of the operations at the Bermuda College,
which is in direct conflict with the new accreditation
standards that have only come to be within the last
year.

With that, Mr. Speaker, | hope | did answer all
of the questions. | was looking down my list. | do not
believe there are any additional questions that [were
asked]. With this, Mr. Speaker, | move that the Bill be
committed.

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister.
MP Foggo, would you like to take the Chair
and take us into Committee?

House in Committee at 3:47 pm

[Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo, Chairman]

COMMITTEE ON BILL
BERMUDA COLLEGE AMENDMENT ACT 2022

The Chairman: Members, we are now in Committee

of the whole [House] for further consideration of the

Bill entitled Bermuda College Amendment Act 2022.
Minister, you have the floor.

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man.

Madam Chairman, | would like to move all
three clauses.

The Chairman: It has been moved that all three
clauses be moved.

| am sure there are no objections.

Minister, you may continue.

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man.

Madam Chairman, this Bill seeks to amend
the Bermuda College Act 1974 in relation to the ap-
pointment of an auditor and to make provisions for
connected purposes.

Clause 1 provides a citation for the Bill.

Clause 2 amends section 1 by repealing and
replacing the definition of auditor.

Clause 3 amends section 5 by:

a. providing for the board of the Bermuda
College to appoint an auditor after con-
sulting the Auditor General, and with the
approval of the Minister;
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b. providing the criteria for the appointment
of an auditor; and

c. providing for the auditor to report the re-
sults of the examination of the accounts of
the college to the board.

The Chairman: Thank you, Minister.
Are there any other Members who wish to
speak to the clauses?

Ms. Susan E. Jackson: | have a question, Madam
Chairman. Good afternoon.

The Chairman: Yes. Okay.
Member from constituency 20, is it? You have
the floor.

Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thanks.

So my question is, Should the Bermuda Col-
lege with this amendment be able to hire a third-party
auditor, once those audits are signed off by the board
of the Bermuda College, will those financial state-
ments be the financial statements that will appear in
their published annual report, so that we will all be
able to see them? Or are we going to always depend
on the audit from the Auditor General, which is tabled
in the House of Assembly?

| am asking [this question] mostly so that, you
know, taxpayers and people who are interested are
able to see and look at the checks and balances,
et cetera.

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: What clause are you
speaking to?

Ms. Susan E. Jackson: It's all clauses. So, | am
speaking to—

The Chairman: Excuse me. Members, Members,—
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Sorry, Madam Chairman.
The Chairman: —please recognise the Chair.
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes.
The Chairman: If you do have a query or question,
Member, can you please refer to me so | can get the
Member who is speaking to respond? And rather than
just respond, recognise the Chair.

Minister, you have the floor, if there are no
other Members who wish to ask a question.
[Inaudible interjections]

The Chairman: Okay.

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: | just want to build on what
my colleague has just said.

| know, historically, the Auditor General has
subcontracted the audit to some of the audit firms.
And when she subcontracts the audit to the audit
firms, then when the final audit is completed, it still
goes under the auspices of the Auditor General, de-
spite the fact that it was subcontracted to one of the
larger audit firms because of resource challenges in
the past.

Now, what | am hearing today is this. They
are not subcontracting anything.

The Chairman: Member, are you going to answer the
question?

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes. I'm leading up to my
question.

The Chairman: Just a minute. Okay. Can you please
ask the question?

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: | am just setting in the con-
text for the question.

The Chairman: Okay. Keep it extremely brief. Thank
you. And this is in reference to which part of the
clauses?

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: All three.
The Chairman: Okay. Thank you.

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: And | am just building on
what the Minister said, in this case, the college, in es-
sence, has engaged an audit firm to do the audit. The
audit firm has the authority to sign off on it. Can the
Minister please tell me, what sense does it make if we
have engaged a professional, well-reputable audit firm
to sign [off] on the financial statements and then send
it back to the Auditor General when they finished? To
me it makes no sense whatsoever.

[Inaudible interjections]
The Chairman: Excuse me.

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Because | asked him, Can
he give me the reason why it must go back to the Au-
ditor General if a large, reputable, independent audit
firm has already approved it?

The Chairman: Thank you.

Are there any other Members who wish to ask
questions on that same line?

Member Richardson, you have the floor.

Mr. Jarion Richardson: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man.
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| rise to ask a question as it relates to clause
3. Specifically, | am looking at section 5, [new section]
(1B). If I may read with your permission?

The Chairman: Yes, you may. Continue.

Mr. Jarion Richardson: Thank you.

“A person shall not be appointed as an auditor
under subsection (1A) unless he is a member entitled
to practise as a public accountant under the Chartered
Professional Accountants of Bermuda Act 1973.”

Madam Chairman, as you are probably
aware, not all things are alike. Public accountants vary
both in expertise and resources. And so, to that end,
typically in regulatory compliance, what we see as a
qualifier in legislation that enables us to determine—

The Chairman: Member, can you ask the question?

Mr. Jarion Richardson: Sure. The qualifier is the
word “appropriate.” And we do not have that word in
this legislation. So, my question to the Honourable
Minister is, Will the proportionality or appropriateness
of the audit selection be entirely dependent upon the
college board? Thank you.

The Chairman: Thank you, Member.

Are there any other Members who wish to ask
questions?

Okay, Minister, you have your responses.

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you.

Yes, it was interesting, the last comment. The
purpose of us having a regulatory body is to ensure
that those persons who are admitted into that regula-
tory body are able to conduct audits that are satisfac-
tory. And so, anyone who is picked from that list you
would do ... the assumption is that they have gone
through whatever accreditation, the Bermuda Ac-
countant Act . .. | can't remember the exact name of
it. They have gone through that accreditation, and
they are an able person, able to do that audit or the
work that they have been deemed appropriate to do.

The Chairman: Thank you, Minister.

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: The other question asked
by the Opposition Leader does not make sense. You
would have heard me speak on a few [occasions] to
say that we are hoping that the Auditor General does
not want to do the audit all over again. But because of
the Audit Act 1990 they are responsible for govern-
ment funds. And until we change that—until we
change that [and say that] government bodies can
appoint their own auditors and it does not have to be
referred, it does not have to be sent to the Auditor
General.

[Inaudible interjections]

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Then we are where we are
with that.

The Chairman: Member, can you please refer your
comments to the Chair.

[Inaudible interjection]

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: The other question from
Ms. Jackson is that the audit that would be done by a
duly appropriate audit firm in Bermuda would be made
public, just as any other audit would be. And as we
said in the brief, that those audits will be forwarded
over to the Auditor General to do what it is that she
wishes . . . well, we are saying “she,” but what the Au-
ditor General will wish to do with it at that time. But the
audits that have [been done] that the Bermuda Col-
lege will have as an external audit will be valid. And
they will be used for the various reports that they need
to be used for.

The Chairman: Thank you, Minister.

Are there any other Members who wish to ask
questions?

| recognise the Member Richardson.

Mr. Jarion Richardson: Yes, thank you, Madam
Chairman.

Would the Minister consider adding the pro-
portionality principle by adding the language of appro-
priate?

The Chairman: Minister.

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you. Thank you,
Madam Chairman.

Madam Chairman, we will not be doing any
amendments to this Bill. I'm presenting as presented
today.

The Chairman: Thank you.

Are there any other questions as it relates to
the clauses?

There being none, Minister, you have the
floor.

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man.

Madam Chairman, | would like to move that
clauses 1 through 3 be approved.

The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 1
through 3 be approved.

Are there any objections?

There being none, Minister.

[Motion carried: Clauses 1 through 3 passed.]
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Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Madam Chairman, | move
that the preamble be approved.

The Chairman: It has been moved that the preamble
be approved.

Are there any objections?

There are none, Minister.

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Madam Chairman, | move
that the Bill be reported to the House as printed.

The Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill be
reported to the House as printed.

Are there any objections?

There are none.

Minister, thank you.

[Motion carried: The Bermuda College Amendment
Act 2022 was considered by a Committee of the
whole House and passed without amendment.]

The Chairman: We call on the Speaker of the House
to resume his seat.

House resumed at 3:57 pm

[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair]

REPORT OF COMMITTEE
BERMUDA COLLEGE AMENDMENT ACT 2022

The Speaker: Members, are there any objections to
the Bermuda College Amendment Act 2022 being re-
ported to the House as printed?

There are none. The matter has been report-
ed.

This actually brings us to a close of the Order
Paper today. So we can do our third readings now.
Premier, would you like to do your third reading?

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, | move that Stand-
ing Order 21 be suspended to enable me to move the
Bill entitled the Customs Tariff Amendment (No. 2) Act
[2022] be read a third time by its title only.

The Speaker: Are there any objections?
There are none.

[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.]

The Speaker: Continue, Premier.

BILL

THIRD READING
CUSTOMS TARIFF AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2022
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, | move that the Bill entitled Cus-
toms Tariff Amendment (No. 2) Act 2022 be read [a]
third time by its title only and passed.

The Speaker: The Bill has been read a third time by
its title only and is now passed.

[Motion carried: The Customs Tariff Amendment (No.
2) Act 2022 was given a third reading and passed.]

The Speaker: Minister of Education.
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, | move that Standing Order 21
be suspended and enable me to move the Bill entitled
Bermuda College Amendment Act 2022 be now read
for the third time by its title only.
The Speaker: Any objections to that?

There are none.
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.]

The Speaker: Continue, Minister.
BILL

THIRD READING
BERMUDA COLLEGE AMENDMENT ACT 2022
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Speaker, | move that
the Bill now be read a third time by its title only and

passed.

The Speaker: The Bill has been read a third time by
its title only and is now passed.

[Motion carried: The Bermuda College Amendment
Act 2022 was given a third reading and passed.]

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you.

The Speaker: Thank you, Members.
Mr. Premier.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
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I move that this Honourable House do now
adjourn until Friday, October 7.

The Speaker: Is there any objection?
There are no objections to it.
Does anyone wish to speak to that?

Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Mr. Famous. How are you, sir? You
have your 20 minutes.

Mr. Christopher Famous: | will not take that long. Mr.
Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you.

Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Speaker, it is so nice
to be back in your House once again.

The Speaker: Yes.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY RETURNING
TO IN-PERSON SITTINGS

Mr. Christopher Famous: It has been a long time—
two and a half years.

The Speaker: It is nice to have you all back.

Mr. Christopher Famous: The last time we were in
the House there were more people on this side.

[Laughter]
Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Speaker, firstly, | just
want to thank the ... it has been a long two years,
two and a half years for us to be in this House.

And | want to thank those first responders,
emergency services and so on that have—
[Inaudible interjection]
[Laughter]
The Speaker: Ah, ah, ah, ah, ah! Mr. Whip. Mr. Whip.
[Inaudible interjections]

The Speaker: Okay. Yes. All right.

Mr. Christopher Famous: Stop my time. Stop my
time.

The Speaker: Yes. We understand that it is your first
occasion to sit here. We understand that.
Continue.

Mr. Christopher Famous: | will forgive the new
Member. This is his first day.

Firstly, | want to welcome the new Members
into the House, MP from constituency 23 especially,
MP from constituency 19,—

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: New Deputy.

Mr. Christopher Famous: Yes. Any new Members in
the House?

[Crosstalk]

Mr. Christopher Famous: Beg pardon?
[Inaudible interjection]

The Speaker: Continue on.

Mr. Christopher Famous: Sorry.

Anyway, Mr. Speaker, just to say, listen, we
have not been in the House for a long time. We have
known each other mostly on Zoom for the last two and
a half years, or whatever. What do they call that
thing?

The Speaker: WebEXx.

Mr. Christopher Famous: WebEXx. Right.

| want to thank the HOA [House of Assembly]
staff that have kept us in check even while we were
online.

Mr. Speaker, we are at the point in our coun-
try where fake news seems to be the news of the
day—people just making things up, putting them on
Facebook, putting them on WhatsApp, putting them
on other sites. | will not call any names. But, Mr,
Speaker, this is what it comes down to—human rela-
tions. All right? People can write all that they want on
Facebook. They can write all that they want on Royal
Gazette. But it is human relationships that build or
break people’s political careers. So, | just want to say
to—

[Inaudible interjection]

Mr. Christopher Famous: | was going to call his
name.

An Hon. Member: No, you weren't.

Mr. Christopher Famous: Yes, | was. | called it yes-
terday.

[Inaudible interjection]

Mr. Christopher Famous: No. No. No. No. Today is a
good day. Today is a good day.
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[Inaudible interjections]

Mr. Christopher Famous: Yea, though | walk through
the valley . . .

The Speaker: Just speak to the Chair.
Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Just direct your comments directly
here. That way you will be safe.

GENERATING DIVISIONS ON SOCIAL MEDIA

Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Speaker, one of the
hallmarks of Devonshire politics is that we believe in
relationships. It does not matter which team you are
on, we believe in relationships. Last week, | saw . ..
two weeks ago, | saw MP Caines take it upon himself
to do something in his constituency. He went down to
Happy Valley and cleared some bushes. A couple of
months before that he went down to Deepdale and he
cleared ... | won't say “he,” but he gathered a neigh-
bourhood together to transform the ethos of that
neighbourhood. That is about relationships.

| saw a lady in the store the other day and she
stopped me and said, How come you don’t call me for
my birthday?

| said, I'm not your MP. She said, “Oh!

[Laughter]

Mr. Christopher Famous: She said, You can still call
me. Ain’t | just across the street?

And | said, Well, you know, your MP is Mr.
Dunkley.

She said, Yes. He calls me. He sends birth-
day cards. You know, if | need anything done—

[Inaudible interjections]
Mr. Christopher Famous: You don’t call them?
[Inaudible interjections]

Mr. Christopher Famous: Work with me! Work with
me!

[Inaudible interjections and laughter]

The Speaker: | think you caught him off guard with
that compliment today.

Mr. Christopher Famous: | pranked him. But any-
way, he is eating into my time.

Mr. Speaker, here’s the thing. There are peo-
ple who are on Royal Gazette who are at each other’s
throats every day. They are on Facebook at each oth-
er's throats every day. And they sort of paint this pic-

ture as if we are all at each other’s throats every day.
And we are not really. This is our first day. This is like
the first day of school. We are back and everyone is
all happy to see each other. You know, we will get into
it now and then, but generally speaking—

The Speaker: | hope none of these students have to
take a note home to their parents. Just be nice.

Mr. Christopher Famous: Or have to come—
[Inaudible interjection]

Mr. Christopher Famous: Yes, yes, yes, yes.

Mr. Speaker, the point | am getting at is irre-
spective of whichever side you are on, or even with
whatever side you are on, on a particular side, the
point is that the people are looking to us for leader-
ship.

The Speaker: Yes.

Mr. Christopher Famous: They have continued to
look to us for leadership, not just through COVID-19,
not just through a hurricane, not just through a finan-
cial crisis. They are just looking to us even if leader-
ship means, Listen, | do not know the answer. | will
point you to the right direction. If the right direction
happens to be red or green, it does not matter. Just
point them in that direction.

| say this to the listening public. Do not believe
what you [see] [in the] Royal Gazette, in the com-
ments section. (Let me be specific.) What you see on
Facebook is just . .. these are individuals. These are
not your politicians. People have this idea that we are
like antagonistic to each other, we do not like each
other and it’s this camp and . .. well, it is kind of this
camp and that camp sometimes. But the point | am
getting at, Mr. Speaker, is that | am glad to be back in
your House. | am glad to be amongst our brothers and
sisters in here and | am looking forward to some very
nice debates over the next couple of months. And
once again, welcome to the new Members.

And whenever you see somebody talking,
don’t walk in front of them. Walk around the side or
else you will end up in his office.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you, MP Famous, for keeping it
short.
Does any other Member wish to keep it short?
MP Dunkley, you have the floor.

GENERATING DIVISIONS ON SOCIAL MEDIA

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
And | look for the reset of that clock. Although | doubt
that | will be 20 minutes tonight.
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The Speaker: There you go.

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you.

Let me start off by first saying that | agree with
what the Honourable Member from a neighbouring
constituency said (constituency 11) about what you
read on the anonymous blogs that we have. It is cer-
tainly toxic. And it does cause a bigger divide than
there ever needs to be amongst colleagues and the
political parties. Because quite often when | talk to
people who do not know me well . . . the people who
know you well know what happens in the House be-
cause you are talking about it on a regular basis. They
are interested. But people who do not know you well,
when they call you, or they stop you on the street or
whatever, they say, Man, is it really that bad up there?

| said, What are you talking about?

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: You say, No; it's worse.

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: | said, No.

The only person who can get obnoxious at
certain times is the Honourable Member who just in-
terpolated from the back of the room.

[Laughter]

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: But even he has a sense
of humour, Mr. Speaker.

So, Mr. Speaker, one of the . .. and the Hon-
ourable Member touched on a good length when he
spoke, because it is important that we recognise the
fact that, unfortunately, politics throughout the world is
becoming much more combative than it ever needs to
be. Look at what has recently happened in jurisdic-
tions around the world. Look how combative it gets.
Look at the memes that people make up. Look how
they talk so disrespectfully about the people they
elected to serve them, without real facts to back up
what they are doing, Mr. Speaker.

It is sad and unfortunate that, to me, too many
people spend a lot of time on social media outlets who
do not have the fortitude to actually stand up and say
who they are. Because when you stand up and say
who you are, then you are really interested in a con-
structive debate and to heal the divide, to deal with
the riffs, and to move the country forward. But if you
want to hide behind your assigned name, or whatever
it may be, you are an armchair quarterback.

The Speaker: No accountability.

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes. No accountability.
You can say how bad Dak Prescott was last week, but
it does not mean anything. So, Mr. Speaker, especial-
ly when we face real challenges in our country, we
need all of us to try to row in the right direction. Not
just when a hurricane comes. And that is why Hon-

ourable Member Curtis Dickinson, who now sits on my
side, Mr. Speaker—

Some Hon. Members: Clarify that.
[Inaudible interjections and laughter]

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Well, we're short on num-
bers, Mr. Speaker,—

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er!

[Laughter]
The Speaker: We all got the gist of it.

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Well, we are short on
numbers so they are trying to put some strength over
here. We appreciate it.

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er!

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: The Honourable Member
Caines sits right behind me, so | feel really strong right
now, Mr. Speaker. But | don’'t want to digress from
what | was trying to say.

The Speaker: Yes. Continue on.

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, as we try to
heal some of the challenges we have, as we try to
move forward, we need people moving and rowing in
the right direction. And as the Honourable Member
Curtis Dickinson said, we should not just come to-
gether, row in the right direction when we have a hur-
ricane. And most of the time, we do it because of our
breeding. But a lot of times people pull together during
a hurricane because they are afraid, right? Because
we need people around us. We are afraid.

Misery wants company in this case, Mr.
Speaker. So, | ask people ... Yes, we can have our
differences. We can be vehement about it, but let’s be
respectful in trying to get where we are going. Be-
cause automatically now, | think the vast majority of
people, when they hear that loud noise of nasty criti-
cism without being substantiated under a code name
that no one knows, they just withdraw. The maijority of
people in the community just withdraw because they
do not want to get involved in the fight. Most people
do not want to be targeted. They just want to be able
to help the members they elected or people who sit on
boards or whatever it may be. They do not want to get
shot at, so they withdraw. And then we have fewer
people trying to go in the right direction.

So, | applaud the Honourable Member for
bringing it up. And | would hope that the people would
have some courage to stand up and push back at
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those who do not want to contribute to growth; they
want to contribute to the negative. And there is too
much negative in the world. There is way too much
negative in the world. If you just looked at what was
going around us, we would think that we live in the
worst place. We live in paradise. We have our chal-
lenges, and we cannot fix them by dividing more and
more and more, Mr. Speaker.

EMERGENCY MEASURES AND THE
TRAVEL AUTHORISATION FORM

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Now, one of the challeng-
es | would like to spend my last moments talking
about, Mr. Speaker, is .. . and | hope the Honourable
Minister Wilson is doing well. The Honourable Minister
is not here today, so | am going to be very careful
where | go with this because this is under her respon-
sibility, Mr. Speaker. But | have a couple of concerns
that | talked privately to you about, and you said |
could raise it on the motion to adjourn.

So, Mr. Speaker, | would say that close to a
month ago, | wrote in questions to the Honourable
Minister to answer in writing on the September 16 [sit-
ting]. That was obviously pushed back, and then we
had the tributes to Her late Majesty the Queen. And
now here we are today. Those questions have not
been answered.

Now, | understand that the Minister is not here
today. And as | said, | hope she is doing well. But |
would have thought that with having almost a month
go by that those questions, which were tabled for a
written answer, could have at least been given to the
House, Mr. Speaker. Because after a month, two ex-
tra weeks to answer them, | would have hoped that
they would be ready for tabling in the House. And
Cabinet is big enough. There are a number of capable
people in Cabinet who can table those questions, Mr.
Speaker. And because they were written, they are not
subject to a question-and-answer period, Mr. Speaker.

So, | say all of that because today the Hon-
ourable Minister had put forward to your good office,
Mr. Speaker, to read a statement about the roadmap
for ending COVID-19 measures. Unfortunately, the
Minister is not here today so it was not delivered, but it
was available for all Members to look at, Mr. Speaker.
And obviously it is an important subject that | wanted
to address because my colleagues and | are very
concerned about it, Mr. Speaker. And | think you and
Members of the House are well aware that this side,
the OBA side, has disagreements and differences with
the Government. And so, | will refer to the statements
sparingly, Mr. Speaker, because the Honourable Min-
ister is not here.

One of the Statements was tabled but was
never read. | will refer to it sparingly because | believe
the Minister gave two press conferences this past
week. The latest one [is from] yesterday where the
Honourable Minister did read a statement (which |

have a full copy of), and the Minister referred to a
roadmap to end the public health emergency, Mr.
Speaker. And | was looking forward to today under-
standing what that roadmap was, because the Hon-
ourable Minister had referred to it, but did not say any-
thing about it in the press conference yesterday. So
today the statement that was not read does refer to a
roadmap out of it, Mr. Speaker, because one of the
concerns that we have now is we had called for the
elimination of many of the restrictions and the Travel
Authorisation form for some months now. The Minister
stated that the emergency measures are going to be
extended to October 25 and then to the end of No-
vember and that there was some question of what is
going to happen (my words, not the Minister's words)
with the Travel Authorisation and the fee.

So, Mr. Speaker, in the Statement that was
not read out today, the Minister did refer to reasons
why to not end the public health emergency, and they
basically (my words again) stated that there were
concerns about public health officials, on what would
happen this coming autumn and winter as far as the
pandemic is concerned. And | can understand, and |
can accept that, Mr. Speaker. However, | believe that
perhaps our public health officials know something
here that other public health officials in the rest of the
world do not know. And why do | say that, Mr. Speak-
er? It is because the rest of the world—certainly our
major trading partners, the countries we have direct
air links with—are getting rid of all the measures.

Right now, to go to the United States, all you
need to do is fill out ... when you travel, the airline
will send you information and you have to show you
are vaccinated. Canada has dropped a lot of them
recently. The UK has dropped a lot of them recently.
And when they have done that, Mr. Speaker, they
have given notice on a Wednesday, Thursday or Fri-
day, and on Sunday they are done away with, Mr.
Speaker. So, what are our public health officials advis-
ing Government here today that we have to be con-
cerned about this winter which other countries around
the world do not seem to take seriously? Because
they have opened up. They have relaxed these re-
strictions.

In fact, my brother came home yesterday, Mr.
Speaker. He came from Boston and when he landed,
Mr. Speaker, there was an announcement that when
you enter the Bermuda airport terminal you have to
wear a mask. And passengers were aghast. We have
to wear a mask? Many of them did not have a mask.
The interesting thing about it, Mr. Speaker, is that |
was told by people that when they check in at the air-
port, they are not even asking for the TA anymore.
And | myself was not asked for it two weeks ago when
| came back from New York City, Mr. Speaker. So, we
have restrictions and regulations that the airlines
seem to not even worry about now.
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So, that makes me ask two questions: Are
they being effective? And secondly, what is the need
for?

Let's get back to what the need for is, Mr.
Speaker. Yes, there is an ongoing debate about
where the pandemic goes from here. But, Mr. Speak-
er, if we had had this conversation four or five months
ago, probably most parliaments throughout the world
or governing bodies throughout the world, most of the
public health officials would say, In a year or two the
pandemic will still be with us. We will still have a lot of
challenges. But, Mr. Speaker, | ask people to reflect
on where we are now. And would those same people
still say that? No. That is my belief, Mr. Speaker. Be-
cause suddenly the pandemic seems to have waned
and disappeared.

Now, it does not mean that it will not come
back. But, Mr. Speaker, | believe that we as a com-
munity, and communities all over the world, are in a
much better position to deal with it because of what
we have learned, what we have done, what is availa-
ble to us. Vaccines play a part in that. Prescription
medicine plays a part in that. And we are more aware
about our health surroundings, Mr. Speaker. And now,
| am not so concerned about COVID-19 because | feel
comfortable in the space | am in and what | know
about it, Mr. Speaker. | am more concerned about the
seasonal flu which we have not heard a word from the
Health Department about. But | know for a fact that it
is prevalent in Bermuda just because of how | have
seen it impact the circle that | am in every day. And it
is a real bugger. Mr. Speaker, | had to be careful. |
was going to use another word that starts with a “B,”
but | had to use another word.

The Speaker: Just remember where you are.

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: | did. | did. | remember
and | am back here, not on Zoom. It's a real bugger,
Mr. Speaker, because it comes quickly for 24 to 48
hours and it really, it takes you. It takes you to a place
you do not want to be, sitting close to your bathroom,
and you can’t keep anything down. So, Mr. Speaker
when we come to the fall—

An Hon. Member: What kind of flu do you get?

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Luckily, | haven’t had it
yet. And you don’t want to get it either.

But when we come to the fall and the winter,
Mr. Speaker, | am more worried about the flu because
a lot of people who used to get the seasonal flu shots
are not taking them because they are tired of vaccines
and things like that.

So, we need to step up the programme to
make sure we protect ourselves from the flu. Because
| think our bodies have been under a lot of strain over
the past couple of years and we need to be very care-
ful about the resistance we have built up.

But back to these regulations. We are pleased
that Government has decided that on the 25" of Octo-
ber and the 30" of November they are going to relax
them. We would like to know, when the Honourable
Minister has the opportunity to tell us, what happens
with the TA and the fee. And if it is all about the mon-
ey, please just come out and say it is all about the
money, Mr. Speaker.

[Inaudible interjection]

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: | hear Honourable Mem-
bers say we have already said that, Mr. Speaker. But
what | am hearing now and reading now in statements
is that they are trying to justify it another day. Well, we
still have concerns. That does not tell me it is all about
the money. We still have concerns with what has hap-
pened. And you know, the Minister has said in the all
the statements that we believe that the TA has helped
us with border control, helped the BTA, helped the
Immigration Department and helped the Customs De-
partment.

[Inaudible interjection]

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: And the Finance Ministry,
as my famous interpolator behind me said, the Fi-
nance Minister. Yes, we know that, Mr. Speaker, $22
million has been budgeted for this year. But if the TA
is helping those departments, then why did we get rid
of it before? And if that is the case, why do we not
bring it back and it is not a Travel Authorisation form,
Mr. Speaker?

It can easily be done when you get on a plane
if they want that information, Mr. Speaker. Because,
Mr. Speaker, | have said it over and over and over
again, the pushback | get from Government Members,
respectfully sometimes, is that ... | am told and |
have seen it and | am hit up by people all the time that
the TA is a pain to fill out. And when | travel with fami-

ly—
[Inaudible interjection]

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: And | hear Members al-
ready saying, Oh, boy. But you know, | can show you
emails. | can give you recounts ... And when you
travel with a family, the amount involved . . . and, Mr.
Speaker, let’s not forget, if it is an aggravation to peo-
ple, that is one thing. And it is important because, you
know, now that the world is opening up to air travel,
they can jump on a plane and go anywhere they want,
and they are going to go to the areas of least re-
sistance. And maybe that is one reason why our air
capacity is weaker this winter. Maybe they are going
to areas of least resistance, Mr. Speaker.

An Hon. Member: Now he’s making up fairy tales, Mr.
Speaker.
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Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Now, Mr. Speaker,

The Speaker: Let him finish. Let him finish his point.
Develop your point, go ahead.

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Now, Mr. Speaker, | be-
lieve it has hurt Bermuda financially as well.

An Hon. Member: Here we go.

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Not only by cruise ship
people who have said that, but, Mr. Speaker, by inter-
national businesspeople who . .. and the Honourable
Minister has said, the Honourable Premier and Minis-
ter of Finance said in his Statement this morning that
international business is (my words, not his) carrying
the Bermuda economy and stuff. And people want to
travel to get back to business. And people want to
come here to get back to business. These restrictions
as they are being lifted for October ... | hope they
help this one company that wanted to have a big con-
ference down here, but they were concerned about it
because their people did not want to come with those
restrictions, Mr. Speaker.

| say this, not to be critical of the Government.
| say this because, like all colleagues in this room, |
love Bermuda. | want to be healthy. Trust me, when
the pandemic first hit, | did not know what that COVID-
19 was. It was like a mysterious thing that could sneak
into your room and get into you and put a funk in you
for a while. And it put a funk into us for a couple of
years, Mr. Speaker. But now we know how to deal
with it. | think people are living their lives still with that
background of knowing how to deal with it. So, let’s
have some faith in people.

The Honourable Premier says we need to get
back to a more normal way of life. There is no valid
reason in my view for these restrictions to continue
until the 25™ of October, the emergency measures to
continue to the 21% through the 30™ and have the TA,
Mr. Speaker.

Loosen up!

Hon. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker.
The Speaker: Point of order.
POINT OF ORDER

Hon. E. David Burt: Can the Honourable Member
please state what restrictions he is not in support of
under the public health emergency? As the only re-
strictions that exist under the public health emergency
as of Monday are masks to be required in health care
facilities, hospitals and at the correction facilities.
Please, tell me what he is saying. There are no other
restrictions to the country. It is the same debate we
had in July. So, he says he does not believe we
should have these restrictions. He says he does not

support the public health emergency. | would like him
to clarify what specific restrictions he does not sup-
port.

The Speaker: Continue.

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, let me be very clear. | am refer-
ring to the emergency measures that are carried on
for two more months and the Travel Authorisation
form, Mr. Speaker.

If the Government cannot see that this is an
issue with people, | cannot help them. Because |
heard Government Members all day today say they
are listening to the people. Well, if that is the case,
you have got to listen to this.

Now, Mr. Speaker, when | came back a cou-
ple of weeks ago, as | said, from Atlanta, | was
shocked because | had all my information on the
phone. They never asked me for any information. And
| was travelling with my son-in-law, and | said, When
we get to the gate, you are home free.

He said, No. They will ask us at the gate.

| said, No they won't. That was the place to
ask you because once you are at the gate, you are
already checked in.

They never asked.

Then when | got to Bermuda, Mr. Speaker,—

An Hon. Member: Where is this?

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: | had it out, Mr. Speaker.
Even whispered conversations with health officials
down there were saying it was time to end, Mr.
Speaker. | am not naming who they are.

An Hon. Member: Hearsay.

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: | hear Honourable Mem-
bers say, Hearsay, Mr. Speaker. But why would they
have a conversation with me, Mr. Speaker?

An Hon. Member: You named them. You just did.
Everybody knows who they are.

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: No. A name is saying
“Zane De Silva.” That's a name. Right? | don’t need to
name him.

So, Mr. Speaker, | ask the Government, if it is
all about the money, just stand up and say it is all
about the money. We gave money in the fuel rebate
which is laudable because it is necessary for people.
Some people have to travel every day. They cannot
take the bus and they cannot take the ferry. But, Mr.
Speaker, if it is all about that, say it is all about the
money and until we get a certain amount, we are go-
ing to keep it on.

People might accept the sincerity, Mr. Speak-
er. But right now, they do not understand why the
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Emergency Order continues and the TA continues.
So, | hope the Honourable Minister can find some op-
portunity to really explain the roadmap, Mr. Speaker.
Because we stand strongly on our position that now is
a good time. It could have been a good time a couple
of months ago, Mr. Speaker, but now is certainly a
good time to end it. And let's concentrate on some of
the real and pressing problems that we have.

[According to the] last report by the Govern-
ment, Mr. Speaker, there were 37 active cases in
Bermuda. No one can remember a number that low
for a long period of time. We have proven that our
health care system can handle it, Mr. Speaker. Our
health care system can handle it, Mr. Speaker, and so
now let's drop that stuff. Let's move forward. Let's
deal with the real challenges that we have, Mr.
Speaker.

Thank you.

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member.

Does any other Honourable Member wish to
make a contribution at this time?

MP Caines.

Mr. Wayne Caines: If it pleases you, Mr. Speaker.
The Speaker: Go right ahead.
WORKING TOGETHER FOR A COMMON CAUSE

Mr. Wayne Caines: Mr. Speaker, there was a mur-
der—the first murder that happened. And the question
was asked, Cain, where is your brother Abel?

And, Mr. Speaker, you know the response. He
responded, Am | my brother’s keeper?

The Speaker: My brother’s keeper.

Mr. Wayne Caines: The question that | would like to
pose this afternoon, Mr. Speaker, is: Are we our
brother’s and sister’s keepers?

We have heard from MP Famous and he, in
his opening delivery, shared that there has to be a
step change. The step change has to centre around
this community coming together, working on prob-
lems, putting our shoulder to the proverbial wheel to-
gether and working on problems that plague this
country.

Mr. Famous went on to mention and to give
emphasis to those who seek to divide us using social
media, specifically Facebook and Instagram and
WhatsApp groups, with nameless, faceless people
who stir, who mix up, who cause divisive action in our
country without the accountability in this country of
making or being agents of change. We have seen the
Minister of National Security and his team go through
this country and lament and cry and shake their fists
in the face of what is going on with families in Bermu-
da as we suffer the plague of gang violence.

Mr. Speaker, we talked earlier about what we
see in our community during a crisis, during a storm. |
live on Lighthouse Lane as you know, Mr. Speaker.
And coming down Lighthouse Lane, there was a mas-
sive tree that fell on our street. And when | say mas-
sive, | mean a massive tree. | drove across on my way
to town and | stopped, and | said, This tree will take at
least three hours if it is cut down to pieces then to lug
the actual pieces out of the road then to come back
and take up the leaves and the shrubbery and the de-
bris from this. This will be a Herculean undertaking.
And | said that this will have to wait for the Bermuda
Regiment to come or we will have to wait for three or
four BELCO crews to come. But the neighbours real-
ised something.

The neighbours realised that this prevented
the egress. This prevented the helping agencies. This
prevented BELCO from getting to their neighbour-
hood. In other words, the neighbours realised that
they were cut off from each other and our main Island
because of this tree.

Now, the neighbours had a choice. (And | will
tie this together.) The neighbours had a choice. The
neighbours could either sit and shake their fists and
say, Oh my goodness, we have a tree in the street.
They could call all of the helping agencies. They could
call BELCO. They could call the Bermuda Regiment.
They could call Works and Engineering and lament
that there was a tree in the street. But the neighbours
had a choice. Mr. Speaker, what the neighbours did,
they bandied together. The knocks went on the doors
of the White, the Black, the middle class. Everyone
saw that as a common problem for everybody in the
neighbourhood that they could fix together. There was
no committee. There was no alienation by race, creed
or colour. There was a common cause.

| heard the chainsaws start going together. |
watched as this neighbourhood came together in con-
cert to solve a problem. | watched as the men—one,
two, three—take the gigantic pieces of wood and
throw it on the side. Together they did it in record
time, Mr. Speaker. They were able to take what was a
gigantic tree which presented a gigantic problem
which was a gigantic hindrance to the people in the
neighbourhood, and in a matter of an hour this prob-
lem no longer existed.

That very evening as | was driving, it made
me contextualise this problem into a number of other
challenges that we are having Island-wide, Mr.
Speaker. And | thought about the way that people put
it on the line. There is a risk in being out in the neigh-
bourhood and trying to cut down a tree without the
proper training, without the proper equipment. They
knew that it was fraught with risk, mental and physical
fatigue. But there was a common goal.

If we look at what is going on with gang vio-
lence ... | watched a symposium that was done by
the Minister of National Security who is doing it as we
speak. The country is grappling with some challenges
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that we have, and it centres around gang violence. It
centres around the loss of life, the apathy of our
young men. But | believe that this is a problem that we
can work on together.

Mr. Speaker, with your leave, | would like to
highlight an example of this.

The Speaker: Go ahead.

Mr. Wayne Caines: As you know, Mr. Speaker, | am
blessed to be the MP for constituency 14. In our con-
stituency we have an area called One Way Deepdale.
One Way Deepdale was the epicentre for antisocial
behaviour in Bermuda, Mr. Speaker. The neighbours
were plagued with the selling of drugs, people coming
backwards and forwards in the neighbourhood up that
one-way when it was a one-way the wrong way, com-
ing down to buy drugs. People in the neighbourhood
.. . four shootings; murders in the last five years have
taken place. And guess in what area? One Way
Deepdale, Mr. Speaker. There were almost three at-
tempted murders in that neighbourhood. If you look at
the houses in the neighbourhood, you can see the
bullet fragments going into the homes.

Children were not playing in the neighbour-
hood, Mr. Speaker. This was a neighbourhood where
Mr. Arnold Francis ... that's where his family came
[from], Deepdale. [And] Ellen Douglas. When you talk
about notable Bermuda families, ask them where they
came from, where their homesteads were. On Deep-
dale. This became a proverbial war zone in Bermuda.

Mr. Speaker, these neighbours had a choice.
They had a choice to call the Royal Gazette and do an
anonymous post and blame the Government and say
Pastor Bean was not doing what he was supposed to
do. They had the responsibility to just shake their fists
again and go on Facebook and say, Look at the crisis
we find ourselves in. But do you know what they did,
Mr. Speaker? They put together a neighbourhood
watch. They put times down on a schedule. They got
together. Everyone in this neighbourhood knocked on
each door. And they first held themselves accounta-
ble.

But more importantly, this neighbourhood re-
alised that this was a community problem, Mr. Speak-
er. They got together. They set up a neighbourhood
watch. Mr. Speaker, this thing called a WhatsApp
group that people use to send gossip and mischief,
they used as a tool to stay together, to be together, to
work together, every day sending texts, sending up-
dates, sending motivational speeches, sending a little
quip, encouraging each other, understanding that their
minds were very important. They had to uplift each
other. They had to band together.

Mr. Speaker, one day | came and the neigh-
bours had gotten all of the neighbourhood together.
There was a plot of land that was used to throw . ..
where the drug dealers hid, where people came
backwards and forwards. It was the bastion of the an-

tisocial behaviour as an effigy to what this neighbour-
hood had to do. They got trucks. And everybody came
and they loaded up the trucks. They put on their
gloves—the entire neighbourhood. The grandmothers
who could not lift and could not be out there, guess
what they did? They cooked the food that you would
say “agrees,” Mr. Speaker. This neighbourhood came
together, and they cleared away all the debris. They
cleared away all the bottles. They got rid of all the
weeds. Step one.

What had to happen then, Mr. Speaker? The
neighbourhood had to look at what they could do
based on what they had in front of them. What they
had in front of them was a barren field, effigies of
years and years and years of mismanagement, throw-
ing bottles, not taking care of the land. The earth had
to be tilled. Zane De Silva donated—

An Hon. Member: Honourable Member.

Mr. Wayne Caines: The Honourable Member, thank
you.

The Honourable Member donated the soil,
truckloads of soil. Other Members in this community,
ATL, Wilmot Trucking, they came by. Tons of people
volunteered. And guess what this neighbourhood did,
Mr. Speaker? They decided to plant a garden.

Now, somebody would say that it is just a
garden. And we will come back there for a minute.
This neighbourhood needed hope. This neighbour-
hood needed hope! This neighbourhood needed
something to bring it together. As they started to plant,
everybody planted in the neighbourhood, Mr. Speak-
er. | drove by there one weekend. | did not see any-
thing, and no one was in the neighbourhood, and no
one was selling. And | looked, and they still had the
meeting on Monday evening. And everybody came in
the neighbourhood, and they shared their dreams. |
asked, Are people still coming in the neighbourhood
on a regular basis?

They said, Mr. Caines, they are not coming in
the neighbourhood as much.

[l said,] What do you need?

They shared, Mr. Speaker. We need speed
bumps. We need better lighting. We need the CCTV
camera up.

| asked why. They said because the speed
bump ... People are using this as a thoroughfare.
Our kids cannot play outside. The Minister of Works
and Engineering got the speed bumps up. We got bet-
ter lighting in the area. | knew somebody who could
work on the lights, Mr. Speaker. And we got better
lighting in the area, better CCTV in the area. Guess
what happened, Mr. Speaker? The young men who
were at the bottom of the hill were there no longer.

Now, we might be proud of the fact that the
men at the bottom of the hill were there no longer. |
was not. | knew that if we did not find opportunities for
them, the problem would simply go to another neigh-
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bourhood. We made it our business to find these
young men, ask them how this community could work
together.

Because guess what the next thing was, Mr.
Speaker? They were sons and daughters and ...
God, my cousin. My second cousin was one of the
young men sitting on the wall. How could | go and
proclaim how great and how good we are doing when
my second cousin was sitting on the wall? It now be-
came all of our responsibly to find something for them
to do, to give them encouragement to go to Bermuda
College. So said, so done, Mr. Speaker.

Six weeks later, | went back. And | went into
the neighbourhood, visiting their meetings every
week. And, Mr. Speaker, | came in one day and it was
quiet, deafly quiet. And | saw a young lady ride by on
her bike. And her mom, [eyes] filled with tears, said,
Mr. Caines, my daughter, for the first time in years,
gets to ride her bike in her neighbourhood. She was
riding and both legs coming, enjoying herself in the
neighbourhood where heretofore she could not do
that.

Two weeks later they called us back, Mr.
Speaker, and they called the Premier and they said
they wanted to share something with us. We went to
the neighbourhood, and they had something called
“first fruits.” The people who had no hope, the people
who felt that this country was not a place to live, the
people who were coming to me and telling me that
they were considering relocating to the United King-
dom because it was unsafe, it was unhealthy, and it
was a place where they could not live, they worked
together. They put their minds together. Key commu-
nity partners came in, KBB [Keep Bermuda Beautiful]
as well, and worked as a unit. And this—one of the
most adversely affected communities—had a commu-
nity garden. And they gave away zucchinis, and wa-
termelon and callaloo—all sorts of fruits and vegeta-
bles that they were able to [grow].

| looked at this . . . the Premier . . . | was full of
emotion as | am right now when | think of it. Why?
This was an example, not of lip service. This was not
an example of people who did not have or did not
have a spirit. These were people who found their
voice together. These were people who needed peo-
ple to invest in them, to help them in specific things
and help them with their compass to find their way.
This is a microcosm of where we are in Bermuda. And
like that big tree in Southampton, this is an example of
what we can do community-wide, community in this
country, Mr. Speaker.

For too long we have sat back, and we have
said that this is a Government problem, this is a Pem-
broke problem, this is something that the families in
central Pembroke have to do, or this is something that
is just affecting working-class families. The tree is the
example of us working together for a common cause.
The Deepdale scenario is an example of a community
that found their voice, that held their community ac-

countable, that connected with key stakeholders, and
together they solved a community problem.

The question that was initially posed is: Am |
my brother’s keeper? When we look at our social me-
dia, how easy it is for us to find ourselves so deeply
ensconced in our political, our social circles that we
forget what it is like to be a part of a community, the
Bermuda community. If we are indeed to rise from the
mire, from the muck that is besetting this community,
the only way we can do it, Mr. Speaker, is to do it to-
gether in concert with each other, without fear, without
favour, without being deeply ensconced into corners
that are based on colour and creed. And that, Mr.
Speaker, is how we tackle this scourge of violence
together. That is how we tackle homelessness. That is
how we tackle the problem of teen pregnancy. We
attack it as a community, each one of us focusing on
our area of giftedness, focusing on the area where we
have been blessed and finding a void, a chasm, a la-
cuna in our community and putting our proverbial
shoulder to the wheel.

| am sick, Mr. Speaker. | am tired of listening
to people complain. | am sick, Mr. Speaker. | am tired
of reading people’s voices, their speeches, what they
are saying. Our community needs people to roll up
their sleeves to find a hole, and to help dig, to help fill.
That is the challenge for the people of Bermuda. Eve-
rybody wants to be a part of the voice, to be a part of
this voice that is growing in our community, to say
your piece, to write your piece. We have enough of
those armchair quarterbacks, Mr. Speaker, intellectual
twerkers. We need people who are going to roll up
their sleeves and work in our community clubs, in our
churches, in our civic groups, in our fraternities, in our
sororities, in our lodges.

We need people who are lying dormant and
are sitting dispossessed and not doing anything to
stop talking and to help us in this country to make this
country a better place. It is time. The men and women
in this room are on their posts because they believe
this is how they make a commitment to change in this
country. | implore. | demand. | cry out to Mr. and Mrs.
Bermuda. Find a corner! Make a difference! Help
somebody! Change somebody’s life, Mr. Speaker.
Because the question to be asked is: Are you your
brother’s and sisters’ keeper?

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you, MP.

Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time?

Mr. Hayward.

WORKING TOGETHER FOR A COMMON CAUSE

Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, it is a shame that
this Chamber is not full because if we, as politicians,
were down on our motivation or we lost focus of what
is required of us, | believe MP Caines certainly pro-
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vided the food that we require to reenergise ourselves
to get back on our horses and do the work of the peo-
ple.

We talked about the cost of living crisis. The
MP from constituency 14, MP Caines, touched on the
social crisis plaguing communities. But there is anoth-
er crisis that is amongst us, and it is this recurring
theme about these major issues that are plaguing our
society that we must combat. And that is the one of an
ageing population.

Mr. Speaker, | was at a round-table discus-
sion held last night at Bermuda College where we had
health care professionals, where we had economists,
where we had persons from the private sector all
weighing in on this topic. This is a matter that will im-
pact the Bermuda population gravely.

The population and the demographic shifts
that we are experiencing are real and they require
collective effort to address. And it is this continued
theme of this collective effort because the Govern-
ment cannot do it alone. Notwithstanding that persons
blame the Government for all that is wrong in society.
It is unfair. | cannot go to nursery school with some-
body and then attend the same primary school, then
attend the same high school, we both [went to] Ber-
muda College . . . | am now in politics, and you are not
happy where you are with your life. And now it is my
fault?

| do accept that when | signed up as an MP, |
made a social contract with the voters to ensure that |
would continue to strive to have them live in dignity in
this country, maintain a quality of life for those individ-
uals. | do not take my role lightly. What is asked upon
me, | try my best to deliver in a professional manner,
in an effective way that has meaningful outcomes.
When | started as an MP, | said | do not want to
squander my time, as a Member of Parliament.

| thank the Premier for giving me the oppor-
tunity to sit on the Front Bench and be effective in a
ministerial role. | always grew up playing team sports.
Most teams | played for | was the captain. But | was
never the best player on the field. | played right- or
centre-back. Most times, the most valuable player was
a midfielder or attacker. The person that scores the
goal to win the game is the person who gets most of
the credit at the end of the day. A striker can make 10
mistakes; a defender cannot afford to make one. It
may be too costly for the team.

| am comfortable with playing my position.
And that is the exact same thing MP Caines was al-
luding to in a different way. If we all play our position
effectively, we are able to move forward in a manner
that we can see the results in this community. Famous
gave the illusion of this Kumbaya . . . MP Famous.

The Speaker: Honourable Member. Yes.

Hon. Jason Hayward: Honourable Member [Famous]
gave this illusion of this Kumbaya. There is no unity

between us. One party is in power. And the other par-
ty is seeking to be in power and they will do all that
they have to, including all of that social media stuff
that was alluded to, to make us look bad for their ben-
efit.

The Speaker: | would want to think that every Mem-
ber in this room is above that fake news and stuff. So,
let me just throw that out there for everybody’s ears. |
would think that we are all above that.

Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, | have personally
felt it. And so | am now Minister of Economy and La-
bour. But if you go to the OBA webpage or blog, you
will see their Members referring to me as “Union
Thug” because up on Parliament | wore a T-shirt that
said “Union Thug.”

| attended a Canadian Labour Congress
summer school in Port Elgin, Canada. In our welcome
bags there were Union Thug T-shirts. The women all
had pink T-shirts with Union Thug [printed in] blue and
the men all had black T-shirts with Union Thug [print-
ed in] white. | was one of the few of my skin colour.
When they wear their Union Thug T-shirts, it is fighting
for the working people of their constituency. When |
wear mine, | am branded as something different.

I am who | am. And God knows who | am. So,
you may say you believe things are above certain
people, but they are not.

The Speaker: | said | hope they would be. You
stressed the word “hope.”

Hon. Jason Hayward: | have hope that | will be re-
ferred to as Minister Hayward while | hold this office,
and that when | look at their blogs, they are saying
why they disagree with the policy | put forward and not
attacking me as an individual. But | have no problem
with that.

Mr. Speaker, | have a constituency whose
major concern is their health and well-being. BELCO
is a major issue within the constituency and the
smokestack emitting an undesirable level of pollution
and soot. [BELCO'’s pollution] is not the fault of the
current administration. But equally BELCO and the
Government need to work together to find the solution
for my constituency. While the Member is happy to
clean up one constituency, | need his assistance with
cleaning up another constituency.

Mr. Christopher Famous: Absolutely.

Hon. Jason Hayward: And just as his constituents
desire from him a safe and healthy environment, my
constituents require from him the same. Because | too
have constituents who are seriously concerned about
their health and well-being and are also looking to
leave Bermuda because of that. | am pleased that the
Minister responsible for the environment will be mov-
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ing forward with some level of regulation to ensure
that our communities are not polluted. But in every
constituency clinic | have, this is the number one issue
for the members of my constituency. Mr. Speaker,
enough is enough. What these people have to endure
is simply unacceptable. Simply unacceptable.

What is in their water, the fact that they can-
not open their windows . .. and | can empathise with
the fact that you cannot open the windows because |
grew up on Parsons Road. And my backyard was the
dump and that [Marsh Folly] pond. And on a hot
summer day, you do not open your house windows.
You would be looking in your trash thinking, What is
that sour thing? You look in your toilet to see if some-
body forgot to flush the toilet. You look under your bed
to see if there is a dead rat. There is nothing in your
house. It is what is across the street.

When | was in a meeting (and other Members
can attest to this), a woman stood up and she did not
harp on BELCO. She did not harp on the Minister re-
sponsible for Home Affairs She said, You're a Hay-
ward. I'm a Hayward. Live up to your name.

So, today, Mr. Speaker, | want to let the
members of my constituency know that | will continue
to do all that | can to ensure that they have a clean,
safe, healthy environment that they can enjoy, where
their kids can enjoy, and we can get back to a level of
normalcy in constituency 17.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister.

Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time?

MP Cannonier, you have the floor.

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. |
did not realise how much we missed each other.

As was pointed out by the Premier, you got
two pictures up there. It might be time to change those
pictures behind you.

The Speaker: They only just went up for the last sit-
ting that we had.

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Okay.
| was not quite sure if | wanted to speak.

An Hon. Member: You don’t have to.
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: And therein lies the problem.
An Hon. Member: Why would that be a problem?

The Speaker: Speak to the Chair. You'll be all right.
Just speak to the Chair.

THE NEED TO GROW BERMUDA’S ECONOMY

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: You know, the Premier
spoke (quote) “relief now and more relief to come.”
And | am very much appreciative for the fact that we
see these certain relief packages coming. If you listen
to the blogs and if you listen to whomever, after an
article is written and the likes, of course you are going
to hear all kinds of things. So, | appreciate Honourable
Member Famous coming out and saying everyone
has been saying this Kumbaya moment.

| have listened very clearly to what has been
said. There is another side to relief. And this reference
and quote is in reference to the fact that we are going
to give more. If you take a look at where we are today,
all of us are hearing it. All 36 of us in the House are
hearing the same thing. People are frustrated. They
are concerned. You know, there are sparks of hope in
different conversations. But the sentiment across the
Island seems to be a bit of fear. They do not know
exactly where we are going from here. And that is a
fair assessment. | heard that before when we were
Government. We are hearing it now [with] a PLP Gov-
ernment.

So, the other part of that is, we have got to
grow the economy. It is fine for us to give. And we
should be giving. But part of that giving is a thriving
economy. And | have spoken about this from day one.
We have got to do more. There needs to be more fer-
vour, more effort put into growing the economy and,
more importantly, growing the local economy.

So, | am hoping to hear more as we go for-
ward with this new session from our Premier and Cab-
inet about the things that they are going to do that is
going to grow the economy. We would all know that
you can give, but if there is not something that is filling
the cup back up, we are going to soon reach a point
where, even today, people are basically saying, Well,
you are giving us something. But they are still leaving.

There is still an alarming [number] of people
who are emigrating from the Island, and we have to
find a way to get our Bermudians to come back. It is
no secret that Minister Hayward (the former speaker)
is looking at the issue and challenge of the number of
people that are here on the Island. That is something
that we preached and talked about when we were
Government. We needed to find more of those who
could create and bring about a thriving economy to
Bermuda.

This was never an intent to say we were just
going to bring in (for lack of a better word) gardeners,
or that kind of thing. No, we needed to bring back
those who are wealth-creators, those who know how
and have the means to be able to buy a Southampton
Princess so that we can put hundreds of Bermudians
back to work. And there are plenty of those around the
world who are looking for an opportunity to do just
that.

| listened intently as Honourable Member
Brother Caines spoke about the rumours and the
blogs. And | think Honourable Member Famous spoke
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of it as well. It is tough being a leader. Tough. And it
does not matter whether you are Government or the
Opposition. Those of us in the OBA recognise both
sides of it. Many of those who are in the House (may-
be not all of them) know what it means to be in Oppo-
sition as well as Government

There is no easy road here because the diffi-
culties that we find ourselves in today will take collab-
oration. And if we are going to take to heart what
some of the former Members have had to say, then
we need to take to heart the fact that we as leaders
have set the tone. And the reason we have so much
rumour going around is because we have said it
amongst ourselves, all 36 of us.

So, enough has been said about the public.
But not enough has been said about us within these
four walls—the 36 of us—and how we have conduct-
ed ourselves through the rumour mill. And | am sure
that many of us . . . the Honourable Member Zane and
myself . . . he has been around longer than | have. But
we certainly know what it means to come under the
spotlight. And | mentioned some time before that I'm
not your friend; I'm your brother. And that is what |
was hearing from Honourable Member Caines. We
are in this together. And somehow and in some way,
in this particular House we have got to find the means
and the way to show that because, quite frankly, at
the end of the day, the rumours are being spread by
Honourable Members in this House as well. Not just
the public—in this House. And that is tough! That is
tough!

My colleagues in the OBA will tell you that
with all the WhatsApp’ing that they have, and every-
thing, | do not say a word on them! | do not go on
them because just typing something can be misun-
derstood. Being able to understand someone ... |
used to tell them when | was the general manager of
People’s Pharmacy and the Royal Gazette wanted to
do an article and things, | said, No, you're not just go-
ing to write. You need to come down here and you
need to experience a day here to see what it's like to
be in the retail market before you start spouting off
your mouth. And we could very well say that to the
public. You're not up here.

| can tell you a number of times | would meet
up guys on the street and [they would] have a whole
lot to say. | said, Well, come up here and do some-
thing about it, then. You got all that mouth. Do some-
thing about it. You want to know the truth, Mr. Speak-
er? We got too many punks in this Island, okay? They
want to say they want to get up there and they tell you
this, Oh, well, you know, if | was in the House of As-
sembly, I'd be doing this and I'd be doing that. | have
seen grown men in this House of Assembly cry be-
cause of the pressure, crack because of the pressure.
Now some pressure—not needed. So, if the PLP
Government thinks that people like me are going to
roll over and just accept a Kumbaya moment, then
show me, because | have seen enough.

| have been in all kinds of positions. I've seen
it first-hand. And | certainly want to be like Honourable
Member Caines, who said, Well, we all worked to-
gether and we went down and we got this garden go-
ing. Yes, | want to see that. But the other side of the
coin here is not just giving more away. We have got to
find a way to get this economy where it needs to be.
Because if we don't, we will give and give, and Ber-
mudians are going to continue to find somewhere else
to live. And that is our challenge—get our people
back.

And the whole rumour about the OBA just
wanting to bring a whole bunch of people in here, you
know, just willy-nilly, as they say, and get folks here
... hold on a second. When we were bringing immi-
gration to the table, it was all about bringing people
who could create opportunities and wealth for Bermu-
dians. Many moons ago the reason why this economy
thrived was because wealthy people from abroad
came here and guess what they saw? They saw us
working together. These people say ‘good morning,’
and ‘good afternoon’ to each other. They are working
together in the communities. And that's why they
wanted to be a part of Bermuda! We have gone a long
way from flipping the coin now to where we are chas-
ing away the very people that we want to help create
wealth.

Just the other day when we were doing trib-
utes to [Her Majesty the late] Queen Elizabeth II, |
was parking at the House of Assembly (and hopefully,
we will get back in there one day)—

The Speaker: All in time.

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: An Honourable Member
came and he said, Look, look (in his Bermuda ver-
nacular). And | just love the way we talk, and we need
to keep that going. Hey, look, boss. Listen, man, I'm
hearing that man Bob, the former Finance Minister,
and all these byes, they made millions of dollars off
the airport.
| said, What? What?

[Inaudible interjections]

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: And therein lies the problem.
You are hearing it here in the House of Assembly.

[Inaudible interjections]

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Personally! Now is not the
time to joke because we got people out there talking
about us as leaders in this House and we need to get
serious. So, if we are going to get serious, we are go-
ing to follow what Honourable Member Caines is say-
ing. There is no time for joking. People are hurting,
people are crying and rumours are going.

[Inaudible interjections]
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Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, yes, yes, yes.

And | hate the fact that the rumour is, Oh, it is
the OBA perpetuating that. | want to tell you some-
thing, Mr. Speaker, when | heard that, you know what
| said? Go down and ask him.

Don't come to me. Go down and ask him.

[Inaudible interjection]

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: | don’t know what he is buy-
ing and selling.

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Come on, Craig. If you are
going to be honest—

The Speaker: Talk to the Chair. Talk to the Chair.
Talk to the Chair.

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Unbelievable!

Now, if he lets me finish the story and stops
interpolating (right?), the fact is that by the time we got
to the end of the conversation, | said—

[Inaudible interjections]
The Speaker: Talk to the Chair, talk to the Chair.

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: By the time we got to the
end of the conversation, | said, Do you understand
how foolish you sound?

If | had all the money that people said that |
got, | would not be in this House of Assembly, | can
tell you that right now! Why would | be up here having
to deal with my friend down there interpolating every
five minutes?

Why?

It doesn’t make any sense! And | know that all
36 of us feel that way. We are here to hold to account,
and | am going to say that that TA form has got to go.

It's got to go!

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: It's going.

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Because too many people
are complaining, /t’s going in phases. | heard that it
can go tomorrow. That's when it can go. It is affecting.
| spent | don't know how many days trying to help
people out. And Honourable Members in here, | called
them for help in Government. Hey, listen, we've got
this, this, this and this. It's got to go.

| mean, you have got a travel agents on . ..
and this is not blogging, they are on YouTube com-
plaining. Guys who all they do is cruise and this and
that, and they are complaining. So, it was good to
hear that we may be coming to an end with this thing,
but certainly, certainly, if you listen to some of the fair
comments, | think the majority of the people are now
frustrated and they are tired of it. We need to find an-
other revenue stream, something that is going to help.

And so, | am extremely appreciative. On the
one side, we want to give back. And on the other side,
we need to grow the economy. And one of the chal-
lenges that the OBA had was that it was so busy try-
ing to grow the economy, because it recognised that it
was a challenge, there were not enough rebates com-
ing.

The challenge today is this: Bermuda is
screaming right now for something to change. | don’t
know if it is deep down inside they want the politics to
change, or if they want, in addition to that, their situa-
tion—not being able to find a job, not being paid
enough—they want that to change. | would bet that it
is a combination of all of that, because people are
tired of fighting. | certainly hear today in this Honoura-
ble House that people are tired of fighting. We hear it
in the public. People are tired of fighting.

And now that we have this wonderful Kumba-
ya moment to finally be in the House, to be able to
see each other ... let's see how this goes, Mr.
Speaker. Let's see how this will last. And | know the
Honourable Member Hayward when he spoke he al-
most referenced that it was OBA Members saying
stuff on the blogs. Okay, fair enough. Just understand
there are PLP bloggers there as well saying stuff.
Okay?

[Inaudible interjections]

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: I'm not admitting to anything.

He made an assumption, and | am going with
his assumption. And there goes the unfortunate cir-
cumstance, Mr. Speaker, playing right out in front of
this House, why we have a challenge, because some-
body's always got something to say. Always! My point
is being even more magnified.

So, yes, we got a problem in PLP, as you
snarkle (or whatever you want to call it). You have got
some issues that you got to deal with. Okay? Not the
OBA. The OBA is Opposition right now. You got some
challenges in front of you. Let's see how this plays
out. | assure that when you leave these Chambers
and you go out there into the public, it ain't going to be
no fun and joke, because people are angry and upset,
and they are trying to find a way. | recognise that.

So, when the Honourable Premier brings forth
a Bill like the Fuels Bill, I'm all on it, and | gave other
areas where they could make revenue that | thought
would be helpful. So, | don’t want to hear this where-
are-the-solutions stuff. If we listen, | am sure you will
hear them, because the people are upset. And we—
all 36 of us—are responsible for where we are today.
And if we are going to fix what's happening today, it is
going to take the 36 of us, regardless of the history—
regardless of it—to stand up and do what is right for
the people of Bermuda.

| am with the Government in all those areas,
that | believe to be true going forward, and right for the
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benefit of the people of Bermuda. But the interpola-
tion—

[Inaudible interjection]

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: It's no help.

When it is the right time, yes. But right now,
people are hurting. We got to get serious, put our
glasses on, sharpen our pencils, and if somebody
needs advice or wants to hear, What do you think
about this here?

| remember many, many, many, many ... |
don’t know how many years ago. But Honourable
Member Famous came to me and said, What do you
think about this here? | thought that was very honour-
able of him. He ain't done it since; but | thought that
was very honourable of him.

An Hon. Member: | wonder why.
[Laughter]

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, yes. Why is that? Yes,
it continues on, Mr. Speaker.
Thank you.

The Speaker: Honourable Member, thank you for
your contribution.

Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time?

Opposition Whip, you have your 20 minutes.

WORKING TOGETHER FOR A COMMON CAUSE

Mr. Jarion Richardson: Thank you. Mr. Speaker.

| was recently invited by a journalist to give a
one- or two-word answer about the governing party,
and | thought it was a really interesting question. |
know a lot of people in the governing party as a wider
body. | have a lot of family in the party. | respect a lot
of people in the party. | have issues with other people
in the party. But it is a big organisation. Right, Mr.
Speaker? And | thought, that is a really interesting
question that you think that we could simplify some-
thing like that.

Mr. Speaker, | rise really because | wanted to
reply to the Honourable Member, the Honourable Min-
ister Hayward because he referred to the One Bermu-
da Alliance as seeking to be in power and willing to
engage in a number of practises to undertake that
exercise. And, Mr. Speaker, as a Member of the party,
as a Member who tries to make sure that the party
conducts itself in a manner that is fitting with the digni-
ty of, not only this office, but of the people of Bermu-
da, | could not leave that unanswered. So, in reply to
that, no matter what happens or has happened, there
is a degree of conduct that is acceptable in our politi-

cal discourse, and we should stick to this at all times.
And that goes [for] both sides, Mr. Speaker.

When we meet, Mr. Speaker, when we start
our sessions, we start with a prayer, a very specific
prayer. And there's a part in it that says that we hope
our trespasses are forgiven just as we forgive the
trespasses of others.

[Inaudible interjections]

Mr. Jarion Richardson: Indeed, indeed.

And, Mr. Speaker, we are now a body that is
challenged with probably the greatest challenge that
Bermuda is ever going to face. | mean, if World War Il,
rationing, and the Great Depression and other aspects
challenged Bermuda, our cost of living crisis, added
with our inflation, added with our ageing population,
as the Honourable Minister mentioned, added with, |
would say, the falling apart of our social institutions
... the Honourable Member Caines spoke to a very
specific community. And when | was a police officer,
Mr. Speaker, | worked in Central Patrol, so, | know
that area well. But | was very lucky. | got assigned to
the Community Beat office, which is the successor
unit, Mr. Speaker, to the Parish Constables.

To address the problems that are faced by our
communities, Mr. Speaker, it requires a great deal of
the-devil-is-in-the-detail kind of work. The Honourable
Member mentioned going door to door. He mentioned,
you have got to go get sponsors. You have to go get
donations. You have to go get bodies. You have got to
cut back on the hedges. You know, one of the things
he didn't mention, but on another project we worked
on in another community we had to get rid of derelict
boats and cars, bottles, bricks, half or [incomplete]
construction.

You have got to get all the neighbours in-
volved. You know, it is not easy to fix these problems,
Mr. Speaker. And anybody who thinks that . . . I'm go-
ing to borrow from (I'm not sure who started it) this
Kumbaya statement. But anyone who thinks that this
is an easy thing to do simply has not actually done it.
This is not hard. We are for all intents and purposes,
trapped in the consequences of our history, and we
have to work our way out of it. The Honourable Mem-
ber Caines mentioned shoulder to the wheel. | would
say bear the cross. We have got to pick up the heavy
load and bear it individually.

| am not sure why, Mr. Speaker, our society
lost the necessity for every person to become a con-
tributing person, someone who is capable of bearing
the load of their community, of serving others before
they serve themselves. | am not sure where that got
lost in the mix, but One Way Deepdale, amongst
many other communities is one of those places where
we are seeing the old Bermuda come back, where in
the neighbourhoods the neighbours decide what their
neighbourhood will be. And we need to be very care-
ful. We have to nurture that, Mr. Speaker. We have to
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take that and replicate it community to community.
And it does not matter who that community elects to
come to this Honourable House, it has got to be all of
them.

So, with that being said, Mr. Speaker, | would
also want to add that unity, especially in Bermuda, is
not going to be easy. It's funny because when we
think of a word like Kumbaya we think of a sleepover
camp or something like that on one of the islands
where everyone is hanging together and, you know,
singing songs and holding hands around a campfire.
And certainly, I'll speak for myself, Mr. Speaker, as |
matured into adulthood | learned that unity was not
easy, especially in the various charities and communi-
ty organisations | worked in.

Bermuda is made up of a lot of different peo-
ple, a lot of different kinds of people, just like our polit-
ical parties are made up of a lot of different kinds of
people. And if we are going to advance this country,
this community, this people, then it is not going to be
easy. We are going to have to, at some point, scrap.
At some point things will be adversarial. But, Mr.
Speaker, | hope that we always stand on the same
level, because | think that we would go far in this
Honourable House to work with each other, to under-
stand each other, as much as we can anyway. This
House can be and probably should be, a moral com-
pass, because | am not sure where else in Bermuda
that will come from.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you, MP.

Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time?

Looks like none other.

Mr. Premier.

MPs ENCOURAGED TO DISCUSS POLICY AND
NOT ATTACK THE PERSON

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, what | would say is that certainly
it is great to be back in the House of Assembly. | think
that's probably the third time | have said that today,
but | certainly missed this interaction and a little bit
of—

The Speaker: We welcome all Members back.

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you.

—and a little bit of camaraderie as well. And
certainly, during this motion to adjourn we have heard
a number of contributions from Honourable Members,
passionate contributions, speaking to their truth and
sharing certainly their views and their opinions. And
the tone has been okay.

But the one thing | want to say is that | agree
that we all have our part to play, and certainly, we are
playing our part up here. And | think if there is one

thing that | want to take from Minister Haywood's con-
tribution, [it] is let’s discuss the policy and let’s not try
to attack the person. Because at the end of the day,
Mr. Speaker, that is our job here—to make policy, to
make law, to change laws and policies, and to imple-
ment such things for the country. And whether or not
you agree or disagree with the policy, that is the na-
ture of governance, that is the nature of politics, that is
the nature of Parliament, that is the nature of our sys-
tem of democracy. The challenge, of course, which
we have is people like to get personal.

Now here is what | will say, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause, you know, | listened very carefully to what Min-
ister Hayward said. And you know, | listened very
carefully to the Deputy Leader of the One Bermuda
Alliance. And the only thing that | will say, Mr. Speak-
er, is that when the Deputy Leader of the One Bermu-
da Alliance says that, you know, he would hope that
those are not the types of things coming out of his
organisation, when Members that sit in this House that
represent his party put out press releases insinuating
the fact that I, myself, Premier David Burt, am person-
ally benefiting from government contracts, it feeds
directly into the same narrative of which the Honoura-
ble former Leader of the One Bermuda Alliance is
saying that we need to get away from.

And that is the problem, Mr. Speaker. You
cannot have it both ways. Because you and | know,
Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Member knows, the
Deputy Leader of the One Bermuda Alliance who
works in compliance certainly knows, that Bermuda is
one of the most regulated international financial cen-
tres on the planet. And everyone knows in this House,
not only our bank accounts, but our families’ bank ac-
counts, our extended families’ bank accounts, all
those things are subject to continued monitoring to
ensure that we do not have corruption. And if anyone
thinks that if that was the case, that would not be on
the front page of the Royal Gazette, or | would have
had a knock on my door from Nick Pedro. They are
making things up, Mr. Speaker.

Those are the facts. But we like to press the
innuendo. So, | will call for the Deputy Leader of the
One Bermuda Alliance to rein in his party to stop with
the innuendo. You can disagree with the Travel Au-
thorisation policy. That is fine. But when you decide to
state and put the innuendo out—which will be reprint-
ed by the Royal Gazette—we need to know who is
benefiting from this, it does not meet the standards of
which our public discourse should be, Mr. Speaker.

And | know and the Members [in the] Opposi-
tion know, and | know Members in this House know,
that this just does not affect the person who sits here.
It affects wives. It affects children who go to school. It
affects mothers and brothers and fathers too. Let us
disagree on the policy, but if we want to set that tone
for the country, then we must make sure that we are
straying away from the personal, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause that is important.
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PLP GOVERNMENT CONTINUING TO REDUCE
THE TAX BURDEN AND PROVIDE RELIEF FOR
WORKING PEOPLE

Hon. E. David Burt: Now, Mr. Speaker, | want to
touch on another matter because certainly, working
inside of our communities is particularly important,
and | commend MP Caines. | commend my Members
for making sure that we continue to remain in touch in
our communities, continue to canvass.

Tomorrow morning, throughout the Island
[there] will be PLP clinics, whether they be in Somer-
set, whether they be in Warwick, whether they be in
Pembroke, whether they be in Devonshire, whether
they be in St. George’s, whether they be in Hamilton
Parish. All around we will be doing our items to make
sure that we connect and hear back. And yes, the
temperature is hot, Mr. Speaker. The temperature is
hot because people want to fan the flames. But here
are the facts, Mr. Speaker.

Despite the noise, despite the innuendo, de-
spite the false WhatsApp forwards, despite the per-
sonal attacks on people’s families, despite all of those
items, Mr. Speaker, this Government continues to
progress the issues that matter to the people of this
country and to keep its promise to do as much as we
can to reduce the burden on the working class.

The number-one issue in this country right
now, Mr. Speaker, of course, is on the broad aspect of
the cost of living. There are certain things that we can
control and certain things that we cannot control. We
know that we cannot control the global price of food,
and we know that we cannot control the global price of
oil. | have said that here. But what we can control is
how much help and assistance and taxpayer money
we give back to them. What we can do is control our
system of taxation and make sure that we provide re-
lief as much as we can, Mr. Speaker. And whether it's
fuel relief, whether it's payroll tax relief or whether it is
Customs duty relief, that is what this Government is
doing.

But, Mr. Speaker, the fact is that the Progres-
sive Labour Party is in our communities. And so, | ap-
preciate the Honourable former Premier for his com-
ments about saying things are hot out there. | know.
Yesterday when | attended the Gang Violence Work-
shop that took place, seeing Members of the Govern-
ment and Members of the Opposition and members
from a cross section of the country working together
(just as MP Caines said, working together) to update
our approach, | went out back to have a phone call
right quick, and | spoke to a young man whom | rec-
ognised. | am not going to call his name.

He told me, he said, You know, Mr. Burt, peo-
ple are really frustrated.

And | said, Why? Go on, please explain to
me.

And he explained the fact of how he is work-
ing, how his girlfriend is working, how they just had a

child and how difficult they are finding it to make ends
meet. That story has been replicated in many cases,
in many instances, Mr. Speaker.

| had a mother making $72,000, a single mom
with the challenges of which she was having because
she has a young child. And the Minister of Economy
and Labour and | have discussed how we need to re-
form the matters of how we provide assistance for
young parents with children when it comes to day care
because it is an incredible expense. And it is some-
thing that we put in place in 2007 after the Progres-
sive Labour Party won that election, and it is some-
thing that came back and we need to make sure that
we update that.

But here is what | will also say, Mr. Speaker.
The biggest concern that | have in this country right
now is housing. It is housing. | know you, Mr. Speak-
er, and many others have heard the challenges that
our people are facing getting access to housing. And
that is why | said earlier in my Statement today that
the Cabinet has approved significant additional in-
vestment to the Bermuda Housing Corporation. Next
week we will be discussing the matters of which we
are going to deal with, not just the BHC but in other
ways. Because the real fact is that because of the
strong performance of our economy, because of the
successful execution of Bermuda’s Economic Recov-
ery Plan, we have seen international business growth
at the fastest level since 2007. And that is putting
pressure across the board on issues of housing.

So, if anyone wants to ask me what my num-
ber-one concern is, Mr. Speaker, it is housing in this
country. Because we can all look at Maslow's Hierar-
chy of Needs and we know where that falls and it is
vital, and it is important, Mr. Speaker, and | look

But, Mr. Speaker, | also want to touch on an-
other issue because we know people will see things in
isolation, will say certain things. And someone had
sent me a comment from someone who, you know, |
consider a friend. Someone who has sat in my house,
has had a conversation with me, has spoken to me,
spoke about tax reform in Bermuda and spoke about
the fact how the middle class continues to be taxed
and we are not taxing other sources of income in this
country. And | will personally remind that person when
| speak to him, but | want to remind this country that in
2018, when the Progressive Labour Party was re-
turned back to Government in 2017, in our first Budget
Statement, Mr. Speaker, we taxed local company div-
idends for the first time in this country's history. And
though the Tax Reform Commission recommended an
additional tax on dividends which has not been im-
plemented, that change generated over $15 million a
year for the government’'s coffers. And since it has
been in effect, over $100 million has been able to be
put in place to invest more in education, to invest
more in health care, to invest more in the training pro-
grammes, the Honourable Minister spoke about, to
invest in so many different places, Mr. Speaker.
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We have persons who own large stores who
did not have to pay a mortgage because they own the
building, who were not paying rent, extracting millions
of dollars of profits out of their company every year tax
free. We put an end to that, Mr. Speaker, because we
believe in fairer taxation. We continue to reduce the
tax burden on those who are making the least in this
country and will follow through with our election mani-
festo pledge to eliminate payroll taxes for those mak-
ing under $48,000 a year, Mr. Speaker. Those are the
facts.

So, Mr. Speaker, | get it. | hear it. And it is not
easy governing a country [going] from a pandemic to
a global inflation crisis. It is not easy. This job is not
easy at all. But the people of this country should know
that the Government of Bermuda does not make deci-
sions to benefit us. We make decisions to benefit the
people who come and see us every Saturday at our
clinics, the people that we go and see after a storm,
when there is not a storm, throughout the week to
make sure that we are doing what we can to take care
of the concerns of which they have.

So, if there is one message, Mr. Speaker, that
| want to leave, it is that we have started this work, we
will continue this work and we are going to continue to
make sure that we provide more and more relief for
the working people inside of this country to deal with
the impact of global inflation.

You heard me make the statement earlier, Mr.
Speaker, about the state of Government finances. The
approach of the Government is to ensure that we
make investments, to ensure that we can control the
cost of living so that our economy can continue to
grow because we know what happens when growth
runs unchecked and is not supported by the other
things inside the economy which are necessary, such
as housing and other things. We end up with an im-
balance and this creates a problem. We are in a far
better place, Mr. Speaker, than we were two years
ago. But now we must make sure that we place the
investments which are necessary, that will help and
benefit the people of this country who have been chal-
lenged.

This Government will not be afraid to take on
the thorny issues which are necessary to reduce the
tax burden for the persons in this country who can
afford it the least and ensure that we have a fairer
system of taxation so those who are working one and
two jobs trying to make ends meet will be able to have
more money in their pockets. That is the philosophy of
which | have. That is the philosophy which this Gov-
ernment has.

Those are the policies which we are putting
into place. And we look forward to outlining more of
those policies as we continue to go on, Mr. Speaker,
because that is the hope that the people need, the
hope that their Government is listening to them, un-
derstands the concerns that they are facing, under-
stands the pressure that they are under, how difficult it

is when you are trying to figure out when you are go-
ing to be able to make those ends meet, keep on the
lights, everything else. We are continuing to press on
with that, Mr. Speaker, and we will not be daunted.

So, the only thing | would say as we are back
in this House again is for the people of this country to
continue to communicate. Continue to press your rep-
resentatives, continue to state the policies of which
you agree with, the policies of which you disagree
with, the changes in policies of which you would like to
see. But let's remember we are all Bermudian. We all
have families. And personal attacks have no place
inside of our politics. If we keep to that level, Mr.
Speaker, | have no doubt whatsoever that we can
take this point where we are right now to continually,
to successfully execute Bermuda’s Economic Recov-
ery Plan to continue to bring jobs and growth, to see
raising incomes and to tackle the cost of living by
making sure that we have a fairer tax burden in this
country.

So, | look forward to the next time that we are
in this House and | wish everyone a wonderful week-
end as they go home. Thank you.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

PARLIAMENTARY SESSIONS
TO BE TELEVISED LIVE

The Speaker: Thank you, Premier.

Members, as you know the close of motion to
adjourn brings a close to the House. Before | put the
gavel, | would just like to make one comment | intend-
ed to have made earlier this morning. There were
technical improvements we were trying to do to this
Chamber that Members were aware of while we were
on the virtual space. That time has passed us on, do-
ing the hybrid system that we were hoping to do, we
have passed that in the movement of the country of
being able to come back into the facility. However, the
equipment will not go to waste.

The equipment, and you know technology
moves pretty quickly, the technology that we sought to
bring has the ability for us to be able to do something
that we have talked about for a long time and that is to
have our sessions covered live, televised. Meaning
we will be able to take that system, yes, we will be
able to take that same system and be able to broad-
cast live on our Facebook page. So, hopefully, in a
very short order, when we come into these Chambers,
people will not only to be able to just listen to us, but
they will be able to see the proceedings. | say that to
caution Members.

| say that to caution Members—that your be-
haviour will be watched as well.

So, as you leave from here today, take that as
you walk out and think about how we conduct our-
selves when we get to that point. But | just wanted to
assure Members that we were forward-thinking when
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we purchased the equipment that it would be able to
be used after we came out of the need for a hybrid
system. Even though that has passed us now, the
system still will serve the purpose of this House, for
those who were concerned that we had spent an in-
vestment that would not get used. It will be used and |
think the public will benefit from the way we use it
when they will be able to watch the proceedings as
well. So, we look forward to that day.

Again, | welcome everyone back to this
Chamber. | think it has been long overdue for us to be
here. And Members, | encourage you to encourage
everyone to return back to this Chamber.

Thank you. Enjoy the weekend and we will
see you next Friday.

[Gavel]

[At 5:36 pm, the House stood adjourned until
10:00 am, Friday, 7 October 2022.]
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