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Madam President, we have just concluded a Heritage Month full 

of activities, capped by the Bermuda Day Parade that was an 

incredible experience for spectators and participants alike 

despite the torrential rain. It was really an extraordinary event, 

and I praise those who “stayed the course” and braved the 

weather to participate in a special day full of national pride and 

community fellowship.   

 

Madam President, Heritage Month is not the only time of year 

when we celebrate national pride.  June is the month when we 

honour our National Heroes: those who have given 
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extraordinary contributions resulting in the betterment of our 

country and citizenry.   

 

Madam President, the bestowing of National Heroes 

designation is the highest honour bequeathed by the 

Government of Bermuda; for this reason, it is not just a high 

honour – it is also a rare honour.  Last year, the Government 

made the decision to further underscore the importance of this 

designation: firstly, by initiating the nomination process only 

once every ten years rather than on an annual basis; and 

secondly, by making a Throne Speech commitment this year to 

enshrine both the criteria and the selection process into law.  

This process is underway, with the Department of Culture 

currently concluding jurisdictional review. 

 

Madam President, each year the Department of Culture 

encourages the public to become more knowledgeable about 

our heroes through an educational campaign as well as a tribute 

event. Last year, the Department celebrated our heroes by 

shifting the annual Premier’s Concert to June for the first time.  

The Premier’s Concert highlights the talents of young creatives 

as well as grant recipients in the visual and performing arts.  This 
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year’s tribute concert will be held on Sunday June 25th and is 

open to the public although space is limited; and so I would 

encourage a visit to www.culture.bm for information on how to 

register your attendance. 

 

Madame President,  Dame Lois Browne-Evans was inducted as 

Bermuda’s first national hero in 2009, and since that time seven 

others have joined her:  Mary Prince, Dr. Edgar Fitzgerald 

Gordon, Gladys Misick Morrell, Sir John Swan,  Sir Henry “Jack” 

Tucker, Sir Edward Trenton Richards and Dr. Pauulu 

Kamarakafego. 

 

Madam President, although thanks to our educational 

campaign you will undoubtedly be reminded throughout the 

month of June of their many accomplishments, it is my hope that 

these celebrations, including the holiday on Monday June 19th, 

will provide an opportunity to reflect upon their contributions 

to our society.  

 

Madam President, although there are only eight who have 

achieved the designation of National Hero, the overarching 

message in connection with these celebrations is how each of us 

http://www.culture.bm/
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has a role to play in the work of uplifting our Bermudian 

community. 

 

Thank you, Madam President. 


