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MINISTERIAL STATEMENT 

TO THE SENATE 

BY SENATOR THE HONOURABLE OWEN K. DARRELL, JP 

  MINISTER OF YOUTH, CULTURE AND SPORT 

CREATIVES LIVE! 

WEDNESDAY 17TH MAY 2023 

 

Madam President, the Department of Culture is continuously 

reviewing and adjusting their programmes to ensure that their 

offerings are as responsive as possible both to the needs of 

Bermuda’s creative community as well as their audience. One 

such example of this was the establishment of the “Creatives 

Live!” programme two years ago.  

 

Madam President, you will recall that “Creatives Live!” was a 

programme established in 2021 when entertainers, particularly 

musicians, were unable to regularly perform because of the 

pandemic.  The Department of Culture recognized the challenges 

faced both by musicians as well as members of the public who 

wanted to enjoy live music during this time, which led to a 
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monthly series of open-air lunchtime concerts on the steps of City 

Hall. 

 

Madam President, thankfully we have moved on to a different 

social reality and are able to gather and experience Bermuda’s 

talented performers as we once did. In response to this, the 

Department of Culture has changed both the focus and delivery of 

the “Creatives Live!” programme to better support performing 

artists and to cater to a wider audience.   

 

Madam President, in addition to shining a spotlight on Bermuda’s 

musicians, “Creatives Live!” now also supports open mic sessions 

– with a focus this year on the popular Chewstick neo-griot 

movement – as well as theatre and performing arts groups.    

 

Madam President, thus far this year we’ve had the chance to 

feature the dynamic energy of the Working Title band at Warwick 

Workman’s Club; and most recently the ever-popular Wall Street 

Band at St. George’s cricket club.  We are looking forward to our 

Heritage Month partnership with Chewstick on Sunday May 28th 

at the Blue Waters Anglers Club. 
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Madam President, I’d like to thank the hardworking staff at the 

Department of Culture, particularly Mr. Graham Mawer who is 

responsible for organising and managing the monthly “Creatives 

Live!” series.   

 

Madam President, I would like to encourage my colleagues along 

with the general public to support these events and by extension, 

Bermuda’s vibrant cultural community.  Our artists are a source of 

enjoyment and inspiration not just during Heritage Month, but 

throughout the year; and both established performers as well as 

up-and-coming creatives always benefit from a receptive 

audience as they express themselves and hone their craft.    

 

Thank you, Madam President. 


