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Madam President, the 10t Commonwealth Youth Ministers
meeting was held in London, from 11-15 September 2023. |
attended along with Theo Wolffe, the Youth Policy Working
Group Chair, Shanyce Morris a young Bermudian working in
London with a strong interest in youth and Brandon Sousa from
the Bermuda Government’s London office.

Madam President, The Commonwealth Youth Ministers
Meeting is held every four years and is a forum that addresses
youth policy for Commonwealth members states. This year,
2023, is the Official Year of Youth and marks 50 years since the
establishment of the Commonwealth Youth Programme in
1973.




Madam President, this meeting brought together Youth
Ministers, senior government officials, youth representatives,
youth workers and other stakeholders from across the
Commonwealth to discuss this year’s theme: “Aim Higher:
Delivering More for Young People in the Commonwealth”.
Attendees also examined the sub themes of Education,
Employment, Environment and Engagement.

Madam President, this provided us with a great opportunity to
share the critical and foundational work that the Bermuda
Government is doing with our young people, in the areas of
employment, training and development, education and
scholarship support and entrepreneurship. It also provided an
opportunity to highlight our National Youth Policy for the first
time with our global counterparts.

Madam President, a number of sessions resonated closely with
the team including meaningful youth engagement, delivering
youth entrepreneurship and employment, climate change and
promoting intergenerational equality and equity and delivering
more for young people through the power of technology.

Madam President, the meeting provided countless
opportunities for fruitful networking, active collaboration and



mutual exchanges of ideas and practices as they pertain to
youth policies and broader youth matters. Theo Wolffe, the
Chair of the Youth Policy Working Group commented that the
meeting was a salient reminder that the youth deserve to be
actively involved in decision-making processes and are well-
equipped to tackle local, regional, and global matters. He noted
that in his capacity as Chair of the National Youth Policy
Working Group, he found these conversations incredibly
productive, and truly believes that we can continue to foster
relationship with international youth councils across the
Commonwealth to inform and inspire initiatives on island.

Madam President, Delegate Shanyce Morris observed that the
discussions on addressing youth unemployment, through
expansion and promotion of youth entrepreneurship were
particularly useful noting that young people being job creators
and not just having a job is a growing trend.

Madam President, in addition to the main meetings | met with
the Overseas Territory Youth Ministers including the Hon.
Bernie Bush {Cayman Islands), the Hon Dee-Ann Kentish-Rogers
(Anguilla), the Hon Sharie B. de Castro (BVI), and the Hon
Rachel Taylor (Turks and Caicos) and we talked about the
successes and challenges in our respective Islands and
Ministries.




Madam President, | also made myself available to meet with
young people living in London and this provided an opportunity
for them to chat about their concerns. Thanks to the staff of
the Bermuda Government London Office, including the
Director, Ms Kimberley Durrant and staff; Brandon Sousa,
Francko Harris and Sergio Griffith who assisted with
arrangements prior to and throughout the meeting.

Thank-you Madam President.




