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Madam President, | am pleased to announce the success of three
excellent programs brought to life by the Department of Culture
in the month of December, for the benefit of the entire

community.

Firstly Madam President, allow me to shine a spotlight on the
Bermudian Heartbeats Lecture Series. "What Seeds Will Grow?
The Future of Farming in Bermuda" was featured as the topic for
the 10™ Annual Dr. Pauulu Kamarakafego Memorial Lecture. On
Saturday December 29, attendees embarked on a tour that
traversed a total of six farms nestled in the lush landscapes of
Devonshire and Paget parishes. This immersive event delved into

the rich history of agriculture in Bermuda, unveiling a narrative



intricately woven with our heritage of racial and social justice. The
discussions about sustainable agriculture were not just
enlightening but also served as a roadmap to a greener, more

equitable future.

Madam President, our esteemed speakers including Chris Faria
from Agraliving and James Tucker of Tucker Farms, generously
shared their expertise, enlightening us on various aspects of
agriculture. Notably, James Tucker's demonstration on crafting
cheese from goats' milk left a lasting impression on all.
Additionally, the insightful tour of the National Trust farm,
Devondale, provided a deeper understanding of our agricultural
legacy, enriching our connection to the land. It is important to
highlight the essential role that agriculture in the building the

natural heritage that is Bermuda.

Madam President, I’'m also very pleased to announce the newest
addition to our holiday celebrations. The Bermudian Heartbeats
offerings continued this past Saturday, December 9t with the
"Caroling Through the Parishes" concert series. This collaboration
with the Royal Bermuda Regiment Band and the Salvation Army

Band has been a symphony of holiday cheer. The performances at



Death Valley Playground in Southampton Parish and the Rubber
Tree in Warwick Parish filled the air with melodies that evoked

the warmth of the holiday season.

Madam President, the upcoming performances scheduled for this
Saturday, December 16th, at Parson’s Road Playground in
Pembroke Parish at 3 pm; Shelly Bay Park in Hamilton Parish at 4
pm; and the Town Square in St. George’s at 5 pm promise to be
magical. The finale, on December 23rd at 5 pm, hosted on the
grounds of the Cabinet Office, is anticipated to be a fitting
conclusion to this new concert series — a musical celebration not
to be missed! The public should be know that these

performances are free, bring a chair and enjoy.

Lastly Madam President, the Department of Culture’s "Eggnog &
Dialogue" mixer on December 5% served as a gesture of gratitude
to our invaluable stakeholders. Now in its second year, this event
provided a warm and relaxed setting for artists, creatives, and
those passionate about heritage to connect over conversation,
collaboration and seasonal refreshments. It's these connections,
these informal conversations, that often spark the most brilliant

ideas and collaborations. This celebration of unity and



appreciation for our cultural custodians and contributors

embodied the true essence of community spirit.

Madam President, as we enjoy these events during the holiday
season, let us remember that this is a time of compassion, unity,
and generosity. Let us extend our hands to those in need,
embracing the ethos of giving and support. Cherish the moments
spent with loved ones, and spread kindness, illuminating the lives

of those around us.

To all the creatives working tirelessly in our cultural and heritage
sectors, your dedication and passion enrich our lives more than
words can express. Madam President, | also extend my heartfelt
appreciation to the hardworking public servants who have
brought these initiatives to fruition. Ms. Catherine Hay, whose
leadership as the chair of the Heartbeats Committee, has been
instrumental in steering these events towards success. Equally
commendable is the dedication of Ms. Carlita Lodge, the project

lead for Eggnog & Dialogue.

In conclusion Madam President, let us carry forward the spirit of

these programs, nurturing our cultural heritage, fostering



connections, and embracing the joy of giving. May this holiday
season be adorned with love, unity, and moments that warm our

hearts and souls.

Wishing you all a season filled with happiness, peace, and

abundant blessings. Happy holidays!

Thank you, Madam President.



