MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

TO THE SENATE
BY SENATOR THE HONOURABLE OWEN K. DARRELL, JP
MINISTER OF YOUTH, CULTURE AND SPORT
“CREATIVES CULTURE LABS”

22 March 2023

Madam President, | am pleased to share news of a new
initiative arising from the Department of Culture: a series of
workshops entitled “Creatives Culture Labs”. The workshops
are currently in progress and feature a range of learning topics
taught in small focus groups with industry experts serving as

workshop teachers.

Thirteen workshops in total will take place by the end of
March, providing artists in various fields the opportunity to
hone their existing skills, or branch out into an area they
haven’t previously explored. Workshops include “How to Act

on Camera for Film Auditions”; “Sound Check 101 and Mixing



Board Basics”; “Pricing Artwork”; and “TikTok/Reels 101 for
Creatives”. These and other classes are being taught by
creative experts including Nzingha Ming of Bermuda Society of
Arts; Patrina “Power Girl” Paynter; Tina Stevenson of the

Bermudian Magazine; and Eugene Dean of Spanish Town.

Madam President, | have been able to attend some of the
workshops on offer and was genuinely pleased to witness not
only the depth of expertise being shared by the workshop
leaders; but also how much participants appreciated these
sessions that have often been tailored to the needs of the
attendees. Madam President, there is so much talent on this
island that requires minor support, training, encouragement, or
mentorship as a boost to help them reach their potential; and

this initiative helps to fill that need.

Madam President, in addition to hosting these workshops, the
Department of Culture in partnership with the Department of
Communications has arranged for professional headshots to be
taken of workshop participants, to add to their portfolio. The

Department of Culture also offers an online creative catalogue,



www.creatives.bm, as a platform whereby Bermudian artists

can showcase their talents for clients wishing to hire.

Madam President, these workshops fulfil the first goal of the
National Cultural Heritage Policy, “Promote Culture and
Develop Our Creatives”, specifically the section on training.
Programmes like the Creatives Culture Labs show how the
Department of Culture is actively supporting the development
of cultural industries, and continuously evolving to meet the
needs of Bermuda’s artists, musicians, dancers, writers and

creatives.

Thank you, Madam President.


http://www.creatives.bm/

